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THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE  MANAGERS  OF  THE  NEW-YORK  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 

A  LAW  of  the  State  requiring  the  managers  of  this  Institution  an- 
nually, on  the  first  of  February,  "  to  make  a  full  report  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, and  of  the  disposition  of  the  moneys  paid  to  them  from  the 
treasury  of  the  State  ;"  it  is  with  pleasure  and  satisfaction  they  now 
comply,  and  make  this  their  third  annual  report. 

The  general  condi'ion  of  the  Institution  has  been  gradually  improv- 
ing, particularly  during  the  last  year,  in  which  the  several  committees 
of  the  managers  have  been  zealously  devoted  to  its  best  interests,  and 
by  frequent  visits,  prompt  and  punctual  attention,  and  a  ready  supply 
of  its  wants,  have  relieved  the  superintendent  of  much  detail  of  duty, 
and  enabled  him  to  devote  more  time  to  the  internal  concerns  of  the 
establishment  in  its  several  departments  of  instruction,  m.usic  and  ma- 
nufactures. This  will  be  made  manifest  by  the  reports  of  the  committees 
which  will  be  annexed  as  documents,  and  render  it  unnecessary  to 
enter  into  details  in  this  report. 

■  The  first  requisition  of  the  act  in  aid  of  the  New- York  Institution 
for  the  BUnd,  relates  to  receipts  and  expenditures. 
Receipts  in  1838. 
By  the  treasurer's  account  current,  hereto  annexed  as  document 
No.  1,  it  will  be  seen,  that  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  1838,  he 
had  a  cash  balance  on  hand  of  $7,320  68,  and  has  received  during 
the  year  ^15,815  48,  making  an  aggregate  amount  of  |'23,136  16, 
which  has  been  drawn  from  the  following  sources,  viz  : 

Balance  from  old  account, $7,320  68 

Received  from  Comptroller  for  State  pupils, .  .  .  ^7,379  79 

do  city  corporation, 1,594  90 

do  common  school  fund, . -= .        203  30 

do  Treasurer  N.  Jersey,  for  Jersey 

pupils 455  35 

do  Robert  Gracie,  part  of  a  residu- 

ary legacy  by   Miles    R. 

Burke,  deceased,... ..     2,000  00 

do  superintendent    for    sale    of 

manufactured    articles,...      1,855  76 

do  tuition  for  pay  pupils, . « 802  09 

do  music  committee,  proceeds  of 

concerts,.- 387  25 

do  interest  on  funds, 378  11 

do  rent, 112  60 

do  .  sundry  donations, 646  23 

.  ■  Total  receipts  in  1838, 15,815  48 

Total  disposable  funds  in  1838,...' .  .$23,136  16 


Expenditures  in  183S. 

The  following  summary  of  expenditures  for  the  year,  prepared  from 
the  treasurer's  account  current,  shows  how  the  above  amount  of  funds 
has  been  disbursed. 

Cash  paid  on  account  new  stone  building,  -  -. .  ^9,889  58 
do'     for  repairs  and  alterations  of  old, .- .       636  08 

$10,525  66 

do        for  g-roceries  and  provisions, . —  $"4,047  09 

do        salaries  to  officers, —    1,558  16 

do        for  instruments  and  teachers  of  music,  1,684   12 
do        for   raw  materials  and   fixtures  for 

workshops, _ 915  50 

do        wages  to  foreman  of  work  shop, 774  65 

do        wages  to  servants,  gardener,  &c 649  74 

do        for  wood  and  coal, ..        812  29 

do       for  clothing, _ 676  11 

do        for  books,  printing,  &c —  .-        573  12 

do        for  stoves,  furniture,  &c. 316   17 

do        for  stable  expenses,  wagon,  cow,&.c.       285  29 
do        for  medicine, 99  20 

Total  expenditures  in  1838, - .,   12,391  44 

Balance  of  cash,  can ied  to  new  account, 219  06 


$23,136   16 


It  will  be  seen  by  the  preceding  statement,  that  $10,525  66  have 
been  expended  on  a  new  stone  building,  and  in  the  repairs  of  the  one 
on  the  premises  when  purchased.  This  amount  is  part  of  the  fund 
which  has  been  set  aside  and  appropriated  according  to  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  the  20th  May,  1836,  M'hich  directed  that  certain  moneys 
therein  mentioned,  should  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  ground,  the 
erection  of  a  building,  and  the  repairs  of  the  house  previously  thereon. 
These  objects  have  all  been  accomplished,  and  the  provisions  of  the 
law  strictly  obej^ed.  The  managers  felicitate  therr.selves  that  they 
now  own  in  fee  simple  the  site  of  the  Institution,  containing  more  than 
two  acres  of  ground,  without  incumbrance  ;  that  they  have  erected 
and  paid  for  a  large  stone  edifice  appropriated  to  the  manufacturing 
department,  and  other  purposes,  and  already  occupied  by  the  blind. 
The  details  relating  to  the  expenditure  of  the  above  sum,  and  the 
whole  expense  of  ground  and  buildings,  is  contained  in  a  report  pre- 
sented to  the  board  of  managers  by  the  building  committee,  and  here- 
to annexed.     (Document  INo.  2.) 

The  other  items  of  expenditure  for  all  other  purposes,  amount  to 
$12,391  44,  which  is  less  than  that  of  the  preceding  year,  notwith- 
standing a  larger  sum  has  been  expended  in  the  musical  dcimrtment 
than  in  any  twelve-month  before.  In  comparing  the  expenses  of  1838 
with  former  years,  it  will  be  evident  that  the  disbursements  have  been 
more  economical,  and  yet   the  supplies  have  been  good   and  ample. 


This  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  attention  of  the  committee  en  sup- 
pUes,  whose  report,  in  detail,  is  annexed.     (Document  No.  3.) 

The  balance  of  cash  on  hand,  as  by  the  treasurer's  account,  is  ^219 
06  ;  to  which  must  be  added  one  thousand  dollars  loaned  on  interest, 
making  the  total  balance  of  available  funds,  ^'1,219  06. 

The  managers  present  these  facts,  as  evidence  of  the  care  and  at- 
tention which  they  have  bestowed  upon  the  interests  of  the  Institu- 
tion.— While  the  incorporation,  of  which  they  are  members,  has  been 
but  a  few  years  in  existence,  beginning  with  nothing  and  struggling 
with  difficulties,  they  have  gradually  increased  their  ability  to  better 
the  condition  of  the  blind,  until  the  advantages  which  this  unfortunate 
class  can  here  receive,  are  equal  to  those  of  any  similar  establishment 
in  the  country.  While  the  pupils  have  been  increasing  from  ihree, 
with  which  the  school  was  opened,  in  1832,  to  sixiy-ihree^  the  present 
number,  the  managers  have  so  conducted  its  concerns  as  to  call  forth 
the  approbation  and  assistance  of  the  community  ;  which,  with  legisla- 
tive aid,  has  enabled  them  to  pay  the  increasing  expenses  of  the  estab- 
lishment, keep  clear  of  debt,  and  permanently  to  found  an  Institution, 
which  promises  to  be  a  great  blessing  to  a  large  class  of  our  unfortu- 
nate fellow  creatures.  The  buildings  now  on  the  premises,  belonging 
to  the  Institution,  are  capable  of  accommodating  double  the  number  of 
the  blind  now  within  them  ;  and  the  managers  are  desirous  that  the 
Honorable  the  Legislature  should  increase  the  number  of  Slate  pupils, 
and  make  provision  for  the  completion  of  an  enlarged  plan  of  a  safe 
stone  edifice,  capable  of  containing  all  who  may  be  entitled  to  partake 
of  the  advantages  which  it  can  bestow. 

The  committee  on  instruction,  to  whom  is  committed  the  supervi- 
sion of  the  intellectual  department,  have  made  a  report,  which  is  an- 
nexed, (Document  No.  4.)  Therein  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  studies 
have  been  enlarged,  and  the  improvement  of  the  pupils  progressive  and 
satisfactory  ;  and  that  there  are  some  of  them  capable  of  grasping  the 
higher  branches  of  education.  The  report  also  gives  the  arrangement 
of  the  classes,  the  names  of  the  teachers,  and  the  subjects  taught ;  and 
to  that  the  managers  respectfully  refer  for  details. 

A  portion  of  time  is  also  devoted  to  music,  by  such  of  the  pupils 
as  upon  trial,  are  found  to  have  a  capacity  and  taste  for  it.  This  is 
considered  to  be  an  important  branch  of  instruction  for  the  blind,  and 
the  managers  have  bestowed  much  attention  upon  it.  They  have  in- 
creased the  facilities  of  improvement  by  additional  expense,  additional 
instruments,  and  by  prolonging  the  time  of  instruction.  A  band  of  in- 
strumental performers,  is  composed  of  a  number  of  male  pupils,  and  a 
chorus  of  both  sexes.  Several  concerts  bave  been  held,  at  \^hich  their 
performances  were  not  merely  good,  but  excellent ;  and  equal  to  some 
of  the  best  performances  of  those  who  see.  The  conmiittee  on  music 
have  reported  the  details  of  this  department.  (See  Document  No.  5, 
annexed.) 

The  trades  and  manufactures  followed,  are  the  same  as  those  stated 
in  the  second  annual  report,  presented  to  the  Legislature  in  February 
last,  1838.  The  sales  of  articles  made  at  ihe  Institution  in  1838, 
amount  to  ^1,855  76  ;  and  the  purchase  of  raw  materials  and  the  ex- 
penses of  the  department,  were  $1,690  15.  There  remains  also  a  con- 


siderable  amount  of  new  materials  and  manufactured  goods  on  hand, 
the  particulars  of  which  are  stated  in  the  report  of  the  committe  on 
manufactures  annexed,  (Document  No.  6.) 

The  managers  feel  highly  gratified,  in  looking  back  at  the  obstacles 
they  have  encountered  and  overcome,  and  in  contemplating  the  pre- 
sent prosperous  condition  of  the  Institution.  The  success  of  their  un- 
dertaking is  beyond  all  doubt,  and  the  advantages  which  the  blind 
here  enjoy,  are  great  and  useful,  and  will  be  lasting  to  them.  It  is 
therefore  desirable  that  others  should  partake  of  these  advantages,  and 
as  the  buildings  on  the  premises  belonging  to  the  Institution,  can  ac- 
commodate an  increased  number,  it  is  hoped  the  Legislature  will  make 
adequate  provision  for  them. 

To  the  friends  of  such  blind  persons  as  are  able  to  pay,  there  are  in- 
ducements to  send  them  to  be  here  instructed,  as  the  teachers  are  capa- 
ble and  experienced,  the  school  is  furnished  with  books,  maps,  and  ap- 
paratus adapted  to  the  purpose,  together  with  musical  instruments  and 
mechanical  tools  and  fixtures,  for  the  acquisition  of  trades. 

The  encouragements  held  out  by  the  public,  inducing  the  managers 
to  persevere,  have  not  been  wanting  the  past  year.  For  several  years 
past,  an  annual  fair  has  been  held  in  this  city,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Institution,  at  which  the  ladies  were  principally  the  active  agents.  A 
considerable  revenue  was  derived  from  that  source,  but  the  past  year 
a  repetition  was  deemed  inexpedient,  and  the  managers,  trusting  to 
other  means  of  supplying  the  deficiency  which  that  omission  might 
create,  have  not  been  mistaken  in  so  doing.  From  three  sources  only, 
they  have  realized  $3,033  48,  to  wit :  ^'387  25  from  concerts,  in 
which  the  blind  pupils  were  the  performers  ;  <^'646  23  from  voluntary 
donations  ;  and  ^2,000,  part  of  a  residuary  legacy  left  to  the  Institu- 
tion by  the  late  Miles  R.  Burke.  A  number  of  ladies  have  also  con- 
sented to  act  as  a  visiting  committee,  to  inquire  into  and  inspect  the 
female  branch  of  the  household  of  the  blind. 

During  the  year,  four  pupils  have  been  received ;  two  have  left  the 
Institution,  three  have  died,  and  sixty-three  remain  ;  a  list  of  whose 
names  is  appended  to  this  report,  (Document  No.  7.) 

For  some  time  past,  the  inmates  of  the  Institution  have  enjoyed  the 
blessings  of  health.  The  year  1838,  however,  commenced  with  an 
unusual  amount  of  sickness  among  the  pupils,  not  from  any  local 
cause,  but  from  the  introduction  of  measles,  small-pox,  erysipelas,  &c- 
among  them.  Three  of  the  cases  of  disease  terminated  fatally,  as  will 
be  more  particularly  explained  in  the  physician's  report,  hereto  annex- 
ed, (Document  No.  8.)  The  thanks  of  the  managers  are  due  to  Dr. 
Blakeman,  for  the  care  and  attention  bestowed  upon  the  sick,  in  the 
performance  of  his  arduous  duties.  His  report,  and  the  others  herein 
before  mentioned,  are  offered  to  the  Honorable  the  Legislature,  as  parts 
of  this  report  of  the  managers  of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind. 
Respectfullj'  submitted. 

By  order  of  the  Board. 

SAMUEL  AKERLY,  President. 
ANSON  G.  PHELPS,  Vice-President. 
George  F.  Allen,  Recording;  Secretary. 

JVeiv-York  \st  February,  1639. 


STATE  OF  NEW- YORK, 

City  and  County  of  JVeiv-  Yoi-k. 

I  hereby  certify,  that  on  the  fifth  day  of  February,  1839,  before  me 
personahy  appeared  Samuel  Akerly,  to  me  known  to  be  the  president 
of  the  New- York  Institution  for  the  Blind,  and  made  oath  that  the 
matters  and  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  report,  signed  by  him,  are 
true,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  information  and  belief. 

F.  R.  TILLOU, 
Commissioner  of  Deeds. 
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BOCUMEWT  No.  3. 
REPORT    OP   THE    BUILDING    COMMITTEE. 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  board  of  managers,  the  build« 
ing  committee,  in  closing  the  duties  entrusted  to  them,  report: 

That  the  building  intended  for  a  worlv  shop  and  other  purposes,  com- 
menced in  November,  1837,  under  the  supervision  of  jour  committee, 
Was  completed,  according  to  contract,  in  November,  1838,  and  shortly 
after  prepared  for,  and  occupied  by  the  blind  pupils.  I'he  building  is  a 
part  only,  and  the  north  wing,  of  a  contemplated  structure  hereafter 
to  be  erected. 

When  plans  and  specifications  were  procured  in  1837,  they  were  sub- 
mitted to  three  masons,  and  three  carpenters,  and  they  gave  separate 
estimates,  which  were  laid  before  the  Board,  and  contracts  were  enter- 
ed into  by  their  order,  with  ihose  wiiose  proposals  were  the  lowest. 
The  contract  to  furnish  mason  work  and  materials  was  given  to 
Charles  F.  Ogden  for  $7,400,  and  that  to  furnish  carpenter's  work 
and  materials  was  given  to  Martin  E.  Thompson  for  $3,650,  making 
a  total  amount  of  the  contracts  for  the  building,  when  comipleted, 
^11,050. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  in  May,  1837,  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  appropi'iated  $12,000  for  the  use  of  this  Institution,  "provided 
the  managers  raised  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  dollars  ;  and  whenever 
evidence  is  given  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  State,  that  the  said  amount 
is  deposited  by  them  in  some  bank  in  the  said  city,  then  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  managers  of  the  New-York  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
through  their  treasurer,  for  the  time  being,  to  draw  upon  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  State  for  twelve  thousa.nd  dollars,  which  sum,  together 
with  the  eight  thousand  dollars,  raised  and  deposited  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  appUed  by  the  managers  of  the  Institution  for  the  purposes  of  jmr- 
chasing  a  fee  simple  of  the  premises  noiv  occupied  by  ihem,  and  also 
for  the  erection  of  a  worh-sliop  for  the  blind;  and,/o?'  the  repairs  of 
the  building's  noto  on  the  premises." 

The  three  objects  required  by  this  law  have  all  been  accomplished. 
- — The  premises  have  been  purchased,  the  building  to  be  occupied  as 
a  workshop  has  been  erected,  and  the  old  wooden  building,  previously 
there,  has  been  repaired,  and  the  title  to  the  whole  is  vested  in  the 
managers,  who  hold  them,  free,  and  clear  of  incumbrance. 

The  several  sums  expended  for  these  purposes  amount  to $26,556  40, 
all  of  which  has  been  paid,  with  the  exception  of  $214  15,  due  the 
carpenter  on  a  bill  of  extra  work.  Thus  the  managers  have  scrupu- 
lously complied  with  the  provisions  of  the  State  law,  granting  twelve 
thousand  dollars,  as  above  stated  ;  and  more  than  complied,  since  they 
have  exceeded  the  amount  requisite  for  them  to  raise,  to  be  entitled  to 
the  State  appropriation.  It  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the  second 
annual  report,  (as  published  by  the  managers,  page  4,j  that  at  the  end 
of  the  year  1837,  they  had  accmnulafed  ^8,266  69.  applicable  to  the 
purposes  required  by  the  law,  to  which  has  subsequently  been  added 
other  sums,  until  the  amount  actually  raised,  and  applied  by  them,  ha9 
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overrun  the  State  appropriation,  and  exceeds  fourteen  thousand  do!" 
lars.  Thus  the  managers  have  zealously  exerted  themseives  to  pro- 
^'ide  the  above  mettns,  and  have  failhfuUj  applied  them  to  the  purposes- 
intended.  Part  of  the  above  amount  was  expended  in  1837,  and  is 
stated  in  the  treasuier's  account,  contained  in  the  last  report,  (page  9.) 
Including  that  sum,  the  whole  expenditure  for  the  fee  of  the  ground, 
the  expense  of  the  new  building,  and  repairs  of  the  old,  will  amount, 
as  above  stated,  to  $26,556  40. 

Of  this  amount  was  expended  in  1837,  ^15,816  59 
do  do  1838;     10,739  81 


$26,556  40 


The  details  of  these  expenses  are  as  follows  : 
Expended  in  1837, 

For  real  estate,  ... ^13,130  00 

For  plans,  drawings,  specifications,  &c. . .  186  59 

Paid  on  account,  mason's  contract, 2,000  00 

do  carpenter's  contract, .  500  00 

$15,816  5gf 

Expended  in  1838. 

Paid  balance  of  mason's  contract, ...  $5,400  00 

do               carpenter's  do,. 3,150  00 

Paid  for  extra  mason's  work  and  materials, .  1 89  58 

do         carpenter's  work,       do         ..  800  00 

Paid  for  roofing  in  part  and  repairing  old  house,  378  44 

for  painting  old  building,  &c — .  212  25 

for  other  repairs  and  alterations,,-.,.  395  39 

Balance  due  for  extra  carpenter's  work,.. ,  214  15 


Total  expended  on  buildings  in  1838,  10,739  Si- 


do  do  1837  and  1838,,-.   $26,556  40 


It  is  due  to  Mr.  Thompson,  architect  and  master  builder,  and  to  Mr, 
Ogden,  master  mason,  to  state  that  they  have  faithfully  executed  their 
contracts  in  supplying  work  and  materials.  Your  committee  further 
report,  that  the  extra  carpenter's  work  was  for  connecting  the  old  build- 
ing with  the  new  one  by  a  covered  way,  making  fences,  removing  the 
stable,  partitioning  off  rooms,  making  fixtures,  &c.  The  extra  mason 
work  was  for  plastering  passage  from  old  to  new  building,  digging  and 
stoning  up  sink,  and  making  a  brick  privy. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  AKERLY, 
THOMPSON  PRICE, 
Building  Committee 
JS'ew-Yorhy  December  31s/,  1838. 
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BOCUMENT  No.  3.  : 

To  the  Managers  of  the  "  New-York  Institution  for  the  Blind." 

The  "  Committee  on  Supplies" 

RESPECTFULLY    REPORT  : 

That  they  were  appointed  on  the  ninth  day  of  March  last  as  said 
committee  for  the  remainder  of  the  year.  They  have  given  regular 
attendance  at  the  [nstitiuion  upon  Wednesday  of  each  week,  to  ex- 
amine into  the  various  matters  connected  with  their  duties,  and  to  de- 
cide upon  the  '■^  list  of  ivanls"  prepared  by  the  superintendant.  All 
supphes  of  every  nature  and  kind  are  purchased  by  the  members  of 
this  committee,  and  no  bill  for  same  is  audited  and  sent  to  the  treasur- 
er for  payment,  before  it  has  been  exhibited  to  the  committee  at  a 
regular  meeting,  and  copied  into  a  book  provided  at  the  Institution  for 
that  purpose.  No  purchases  are  made  by  either  member  unless  au- 
thorized at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  committee. 

The  committee  have  been  guided  by  strict  economy  in  granting 
supphes  and  making  purchases,  at  the  same  time  they  have  furnished 
all  necessary  articles,  good,  wholesome  and  abundant. 

The  officers  of  the  Institution  have  their  table  in  the  same  depart- 
ment with  that  of  the  pupils,  and  partake  of  the  same  articles  of  food 
at  the  same  time. 

The  following  is  the  regular  bill  of  fare : 

Coffee  in  the  morning.     Tea  at  evening. 

Dinner  as  follows : 

Sunday — beans  and  pork. 
Monday — corned  beef. 
Tuesday — soup. 
Wednesday — mution. 
Thursday — corned  beef. 
Friday — codfish. 
Saturday — roast  beef. 

An  abundant  supply  of  vegetables  is  obtained  from  the  ground  be- 
longing to  the  Insiitu  ion. 

A  contract  his  been  made  with  Mr.  Charles  Darke,  for  a  regular 
suppl}^  of  meat,  and  the  superintendent  has  expressed  his  satisfaction 
of  the  kind  and  quahty  furnished. 

A  contract  has  been  made  with  Mr.  William  Mencke,  for  halcing^ 
the  flour  being  furnished  by  this  committee.  The  bread  delivered  is 
of  the  best  description. 

The  whole  cost  of  supplies  since  the  first  day  of  February  last,  (that 
being  the  date  of  the  treasurer's  last  annual  statement,)  is  as  follows ; 


Value  of  groceries,  provisions,  &c.  on  hand  on  the  first 
day  of  February,  183S — as  per  report  of"  special  com- 
mittee," copy  annexed  marked  C, $400  38 

Amount  expended  since  the  1st  of  February,  1S3S,  to 
this  date,  by  this  comniittee,  is,  viz  : 

Groceries,  soap,  oil,  &c — — . $1,325  89 

Provisions, . : 721   63 

Milk,  (including  cost  of  cow,)  > -_  ...  128  60 

Bread, . 1,053  81 

Clothing, -—^ - .-.  676  14 

Medicines, 99  20 

Wood  and  coal, 812  29 

Sundries, j -.  135  95 

Deduct  cost  of  part  of  the  above  articles, 
groceries,  provisions,  &c.  remaining  on 
hand  this  day,  31st  Dec.  1838,  per  invent- 
ory annexed,  marked  A, -_  $1,220  16 

$3,733  32 


Making  the  entire  cost  of  all  articles  actually  consumed 
since  the  first  day  of  February  last,  (being  eleven 
months)  by  ofiicers,  pupils,  and  servants, $4,133  70 

Amount  expended  for  stable  during  the  same  period,  in- 
cluding cost  of  wagon,  cart,  repairs,  &c 295  29 

Deduct  cost  of  part  of  the  above  remaining  on  hand  this 

day,  per  inventory  annexed,  marked  B, >.....  „  123  57 

Balance  expended  for  stable,  11  months,.-.-  .-=«,  -*-.  - 

Amount  expended  for  furniture,  stoves,  kitchen  utensils, 
*Sc,c.  (all  on  hand,) ^_. .  ^ 

For  repairs  to  building,. -.. — . .«^—  --. 


Making  the  entire  sum  expended  by  the  committee  on  supplies,  for 
eleven  months,  ending  this  day,  as  particularized  above  $5,661   26. 

The  committee  are  not  aware  of  any  demand  to  be  hereafter  made 
for  supplies  furnished  during  the  present  year,  not  included  in  the  fore- 
going statement. 

The  ladies  appointed  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers, 
to  form  a  "  ladies^  visiiin<y;  comndtlec"  have  consented  to  give  their 
Bcrvices  for  that  purpose,  and  have  already  entered  upon  their  duties, 
acting  in  co-operation  with  the  commillee  on  supplies. 

They  have  the  general  superintendence  of  all  matters  connected 
with  the  clolhing  of  the  pupils,  the  regulalion  of  the  sleeping  apart- 
ments, of  the  kitchen,  of  the  interior  order  of  the  Institution,  and  v/ith 
the  duties  of  the  matron,  sempstress,  and  servants;  all  requisite  direc- 
iiQtiZ  in  the  premises  being  given  solely  by  the  couimittec  on  supplies, 


|171 
^279 

72 
17 

$133 

32 
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to  whom  the  ladies'  visiting  committee  communicate  in  writing.     The 
committee  is  composed  of 

Mrs.  Joseph  Truelock, 
Mrs.  Curtis  Holmes, 
Mrs.  Edward  Roome, 
Miss  Eliza  Taylor, 
Miss  Catharine  Van  Wagenen. 
Three  ladies  visit  the  Institution  once  in  each  week  ;  the  entire  com- 
mittee attend  once  in  each  month.     The  benefit  already  derived  from 
their  attendance  is  very  perceptible,  and  the  permanent  continuance  of 
a  "  ladies'  visiting  committee"  is  recommended  to  the  favorable  con- 
sideration of  the  Board  of  Managers, 

The  upper  room  of  the  new  building  (25  feet  by  125  feet,)  has  been 
appropriated  as  a  dormitory  for  the  female  pupils,  and  is  at  night  under 
the  care  of  the  sempstress.     The  matron  occupies  a  room  in  the  main 
building,  that  proper  care  and  attention  may  be  given  to  the  sick. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

EDWARD  ROOME, 
ISAAC  WOOD, 
ROBERT  I.  MURRAY, 
Committee  on  Supplies  for  1838. 
New-York,  Zlst  Dec.  1838. 


DOCITMERT  No.  4. 

REPORT    OF    THE    COMMITTEE    ON    INSTRUCTION. 

To  the  JVLanagers  of  the  "  JVew-York  Institution  for  the  Blind" 

The  committee  on  instruction  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eight, 

respectfully    REPORT  : 

That  the  department  under  the  supervision  of  this  committee,  has 
been  conducted  much  to  their  satisfaction  during  the  past  year.  The 
pupils  have  received  in  the  different  branches  in  which  they  are  taught, 
most  careful  and  thorough  instruction,  the  result  of  which  has  been 
most  satisfactorily  shown  in  examinations  of  the  pupils  at  the  Institu- 
tion, and  at  public  concerts  in  the  city. 

The  afternoon  of  Wednesday  in  each  week  has  been  devoted  by 
your  committee  to  visiting  the  Institution. 

The  studies  pursued  during  the  past  year  are. 

Spelling,  with  definitions. 

Reading  books  printed  with  raised  characters. 

Arithmetic,  mental. 

do  with  the  use  of  the  slate-frame  and  types. 

Geography. 

Grammar. 

Algebra. 
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History,  \ 

Biography,  >     From  standard  works  read  aloud  to  the 

Miscellaneous  literature,     j  pupils. 

Moral  philosophy,       \ 

Chemistry,  >      Taught  by  oral  lectures. 

Natural  philosophy,    ) 

Articles  of  general  interest  and  public  documents  which  can  be  un- 
derstood by  the  pupils,  are  read  to  them  from  the  newspapers,  in  order 
to  keep  them  informed  of  the  history  of  our  own  day. 

The  blind  are  now  put  in  possession  of  all  the  New  Testament,  and 
of  the  book  of  Psalms,  by  the  press  of  the  New-England  Institution 
at  Boston,  and  of  Esther  and  Ruth,  from  that  of  the  Pennsylvania  In- 
stitution, and  before  long,  they  will  have  the  entire  Bible  :  they  already 
have,  besides  the  above  ponions  of  scripture,  several  other  books  in 
raised  letters,  which  are  very  great  additions  to  their  means  of  inform- 
ation. 

Both  the  institutions  at  Boston  and  Philadelphia  have  anticipated 
our  own  in  printing  for  the  blind.  This  subject,  however,  has  not  been 
neglected  by  our  committee  ;  they  have  been  engaged  during  the  past 
year  in  ascertaining  from  experience  the  merits  and  defects  of  the  vari- 
ous forms  of  type  now  in  use  for  the  blind,  with  the  intention  of  en- 
deavoring to  procure  an  uniformity  of  printing  in  all  the  American  in- 
stitutions, so  soon  as  they  are  prepared  to  judge  what  should  be  the 
one  alphabet  adopted.  The  committee  think  that  the  experience  of 
the  Institution  will  enable  its  managers  early  in  the  ensuing  year,  to 
act  understandlngly  with  the  other  institutions  in  the  United  States, 
in  selecting  a  form  of  type  for  the  use  of  all  the  American  institutions. 
The  importance  of  having  one  form  of  type  adopted  by  the  institu- 
tions is  manifest  from  considerations  so  obvious  on  the  slightest  reflec- 
tion, that  your  committee  would  be  unwilling  to  see  our  Institution  be- 
gin printing  before  doing  all  in  its  power  to  effect  so  desirable  an  end  ; 
but  the  committee  are  decidedly  of  opinion  that  so  soon  as  the  Institu- 
tion has  done  what  it  can  to  produce  the  desired  uniformity,  the  busi- 
ness of  printing  for  the  blind  should  be  at  once  commenced.  All  that 
can  be  done  by  all  the  institutions  of  this  country  will  bring  within  the 
reach  of  the  blind  but  an  exceedingly  limited  portion  of  the  great 
mass  of  knowledge  which  the  printing  press  lays  open  to  those  whom 
Providence  has  blessed  with  sight.  That  portion,  however,  if  select- 
ed with  ordinary  care  and  judgment,  will  be  of  infinite  value  to  the 
bUnd ;  and  what  has  already  been  done,  proves  fully  that  the  printing 
press  may  be  made  almost  as  useful  to  those  to  whom  the  sense  of 
touch  conveys  information,  as  to  those  whose  mind  the  eye  informs 
by  observing  difference  of  color.  Your  committee  hope  that  this  im- 
portant subject  will  receive  the  attention  from  the  Board  of  the  next 
year  which  its  importance  deserves. 

A  correspondence  has  been  commenced  with  some  of  the  European 
institutions,  upon  tlic  subjects  which  fall  under  the  supervision  of  this 
committee,  which  it  is  hoped  will  prove  mutually  advantageous. 

Appended  to  this  report  is  a  statement  showing  the  names  of  the  pu- 
pils now  receiving  instruction,  the  hours  of  tuition,  and  the  method  of 
teaching  pursued,  together  with  a  list  of  the  books  printed  for  the  use 
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of  the  blind,  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Institution ;  referring  to 
which  for  full  and  precise  information  as  to  the  state  of  the  school,  and 
congratulating  the  Board  upon  the  very  satisfactory  manner  in  which 
the  schools  of  the  Institution  have  been  conducted  during  the  last 
year,  your  committee  most  respectfully  submit  this  report. 

GEO.  F.  ALLEN, 
J.  C.  HART, 
ROBERT  GRACIE. 

Committee. 
Mw-YorJc,  Dec.  31,  1838. 


Statement  of  the  condition  of  the  school  refered  to  bt  the 

COMMITTEE    ON  INSTRUCTION. 

The  exercises  commence  at  half  an  hour  after  seven  o'clock  A.  M. 
The  morning  prayers  are  succeeded  by  a  lecture  from  Mr.  Jones,  the 
superintendent,  on  moral  philosophy.  All  the  pupils  attend,  except 
two  or  three  whose  hour  it  is  to  practice  on  the  piano  and  organ.  The 
text-book  is  Wayland's  Elements.  The  lecture  generally  occupies 
one  hour.  The  following  class  of  older  pupils  attend  from  Si  to  9^ 
A.  M.  a  lecture  by  Mr.  Jones,  on  natural  philosophy.  The  text-book 
■used  is  Arnott's  Elements  of  Physics. 


Class. 


Jairus  Bottom,. 
John  Baternan, 
Henry  Beebe, 
Geo.  Beebe. 
Charles  R.  Coe, 
Wni.  H.  Barrow, 

C.  H.  Arnold, 
Michael  Henright, 
Mary  Mattocks, 
Micnael  McGuire, 

D.  E.  Renoyd, 
Charles  O'Connor, 
Owen  Corbit, 


Patrick  Lane, 
Hugh  Kelly, 
Andrew  J.  Parker^ 
Christina  Snider, 
Josephine  Marius, 
Catharine  Kennady, 
Cynthia  Bullock, 
Sarah  Spencer, 
Sally  Ann  Crocheron,- 
Ann  Smith, 
Robert  Cunningham, 
Joseph  Bliven, 
Frances  J.  Crosby, 


George  Hoyt, 

Class  of  younger  pupils,  and  such  as  have  not  been  long  in  the  Insti- 
tution.— The  studies  of  this  class  are  spelling  and  reading  in  varicBs 
books  of  raised  letters,  and  geography,  (Olney's.)  Time  occupied 
from  8^  to  10  o'clock  A.  M.     Instructor,  Wm.  Boggs. 


Class. 


Willard  G.  Yates, 
Wm.  Smith, 
John  L.  Truax, 
Peter  Rutan, 
Wm.  H.  Saften, 
Wm.  Dunlap, 
James  Bronscn, 
Henry  Andrews, 


Gilbert  Brady, 
Phebe  J.  Palmatier, 
Hannah  Palmatier, 
Mary  Ann  Foot, 
Mary  A.  Kin  island, 
Phebe  C.  Salj^er, 
Caroline  Salyer, 
Nancy  Hills, 
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Etiwin  Dickie,  Alice  Holmes, 

Joseph  Laza,  Elizabeth  Westgate, 

John  O'Biian,  Cordeha  Hughs, 

Robert  Murphy,  EmmeUne  E.  Brown, 

Robert  Elder,  Richard  Scarret. 

Second  C7ass— Time  from  10  to  11^-  A.  M. 

The  studies  of  this  class  are  spelling  with  definitions,  mental 
arithmetic  and  chemistry.  In  this  branch  of  knowledge  we  can  do 
little  more  than  read  the  history  of  the  simples,  the  theory  of  combina- 
tion, decomposition,  &.C.,  and  explain  as  well  as  possible  by  familiar 
conversation,  but  can  not  illustrate  by  experiment.  The  pupils  are 
very  much  interested  in  this  science,  and  understand  it  as  well  as  any 
one  without  experiment.  Text-books,  Turner's  and  Gales'  Chemistry, 
Instructor,  Wm.  Boggs. 

Class  of  Chemistty,  <5'C. 

Mary  Mattocks,  Cordelia  Hughs, 

Cynthia  Bullock,  Chas.  H.  Arnold, 

Catharine  Kennedy,  Jairus  Bottom, 

Ann  Smith,  Chas.  R.  Coe, 

M.  A.  Kingsland,  George  Hoyt, 

M.  A.  Foot,  Hugh  Kelly, 

Sarah  Spencer,  A.  J.  Parker, 

Josephine  Marius,  D.  E.  Renoud, 

Jane  M.  Morrison,  Robt.  Cunningham," 

P.  J.  Palmatier,  F.  J.  Crosby, 

Christina  Snyder,  John  O'Brian, 

Patk.  Lane,  John  Bateman, 

Jos.  Laza,  W.  H,  Barrow. 

Chas.  O'Connor, 
At  11  o'clock,  A.  M.  Charles  R.  Coe  takes  snch  of  the  first  morn- 
ing class  as  are  not  members  of  the  above  and  exercises  them  in  men" 
taf  arithmetic  half  an  hour. 

Class  in  Geograjjhy — From  Hi  to  12  o'clock  at  noon,  J.   Bottom 
gives  instruction  in  geography  to  the  following  : 
J.  M.  Morrison,  P.  Salyer, 

Josephine  Marius,  F.  J.  Crosby, 

John  Bateman,  Ann  Smith, 

C.  Snyder,  Geo.  Hoyt, 

S.  A.  "Crocheron,  John  O'Brian, 

English  grammar  occupies  the  time  from  one  to  two  o'clock,  P.  M, 
This  class,  now  all  in  one,  was  until  recently  in  two  parts,  one  of 
which,  (consisting  of  the  younger  pupils  and  beginners,)  was  taught 
by  Jairus  Bottom,  now  all  by  William  Boggs.  Text  book  Goold 
Brown's  Institutes  of  Grammar. 

Grammar  Class. 
Ann  Smith,  M.  A.  Foote, 

Cath'n  Kennedy,  Nancy  Hills, 

Mary  Mattocks,  F.  J.  Crosby, 

Cynthia  Bullock,  ■  Jairus  Bottom, 

J.  Marius,  Chas.  R.  Coe, 
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Alice  Holmes, 
Christina  Snider, 
P.  Saljer, 
C.  Salyer, 
P.  J.  Palmatier, 
H.  Palmatier, 
E.  E.  Brown, 

C.  Hughes, 
S.  Spencer, 

S.  A.  Crocheron, 
J.  M.  Morrison, 
Jas.  Bronson, 
Peter  Rutan, 
E.  Dickie. 
I.  L.  Truax, 

D.  E.  Renoud, 
G.  Brady, 
Wm.  ' 


Henry  Beebe, 
W.  H.  Barrow, 
George  Hoyl, 
A.  J.  Parker, 
Robt.  Cunningham, 
Robt.  Elder,  ^ 
Robt.  Murphy, 
Jos.  Bliven, 
Jos.  Laza, 
E.  Westgate, 
John  O'Brian. 
Wrn.  H.  SafFen, 
H.  Andrews, 
Patk.  Lane, 
M.  McGuire, 
John  Bateman, 
Hugh  Kelly. 


Smith, 

Class  in  Mgehra — Occupies  the  time  from  2  to   3  o'clock  P.  M. 
Instructor,  Wrn.  Boggs. 

Jairus  Bottom,  Patrick  Lane, 

Chas.  R.  Coe,  Henry  Beebe. 

M.  McGuire, 
At  the  same  time,  assisted  hy  monitors,  the  following  pupils  are  just 
commencing  to  cypher  on  the  slate  frame  with  t^'pe,  viz  : 
Peter  Rutan,  W.  G.  Yates. 

Jos.  Laza,  Robt.  Murphy. 

W.  H.  SafFen, 
Cijphering    Class — are  occupied   from   3  to  4  P.  M.     Text  books, 
Emerson's  ist  and  2d  parts.     Instructor,  Wm.  Boggs. 
George  Hoyt,  R.  Cunningham, 

M.  Henright,  Ann  Smith, 

F.  Monyea,  John  Bateman, 

G.  Brady,  J.  Marius, 

D.  E.  Renoud,  Alice  Holmes, 

D.  Wareham,  P.  Salyer, 

Wm.  H.  Barrow,  John  Hendricks, 

Chas.  O'Conner,  F.  J.  Crosby, 

M.  O'Conner,  Jos.  Bliven, 

H.  Beebe,  M.  Mattocks. 

Geo.  Beebe, 
In  the  course  of  the  year  the  miscellaneous  reading  has  consisted 

of  two  or  three  daily  papers,  various  travels,  works  on  biography, 

history,  &c.     The  book  reading  at  present,  (Dec.   1838,)   is   Astoria. 

The  reading  is  done  during  the  hour  of  recess  after  dinner,  and  in  the 

evening  after  tea,  mostly  by  Wm.  Boggs. 

This  is  the  present  winter  arrangement.     In  summer  the  exercises 

commence  at  an  earlier  hour  in  the  moining. 
mvj-York,  Dec.  dlst,  1838. 
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DOCUMENT  NO.  5. 

REPORT    OF    THE    COMMITTEE    ON    MUSIC, 

To  the  JManagers  of  the  JYeio-York  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Music,  for  the  year  1838, 
Respectfully  report; 

That  the  present  state  of  the  music  department  of  the  InstitmioD 
is  highly  prosperous  and  encouraging;  and  from  the  experiments 
ah-eady  made,'  and  the  success  which  has  attended  the  efforts  of  the 
instructors  in  this  department,  the  Comii'jittee  are  satisfied  that  the 
resuUs  are  sufficient  to  warrant  the  expenditures  that  have  been  made 
to  instruct  the  pupils  in  musical  studies. 

Three  public  concerts  and  exhibitions  have  been  given  during  the 
past  year,  which  were  numerously  attended  by  respectable  and  at- 
tentive audiences.  The  Committee  regret  that  these  concerts  and 
exhibitions  were  not  as  productive,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  as 
was  desirable ;  but  the  Managers  are  well  aware  of  the  difficulties  of 
the  times,  and  the  great  scarcity  of  money,  at  the  periods  when  the 
concerts  were  given  ;  and  that,  though  the  attendance  was  nume- 
rous, the  collections  were  comparatively  small.  The  Committee,  how- 
ever, cannot  but  express  their  gratification  at  the  fact,  that  these  con- 
certs and  exhibiiions  were  the  means  of  placing  the  Institution,  and 
its  wants,  more  directly  before  the  public,  and  that  the  attainments 
of  the  pupils  were  si.ich  as  to  ehcit  the  unqualified  approbation  of  the 
crowded  audiences  assembled. 

It  must  be  apparent  to  the  Managers,  that  this  branch  of  instruction 
is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  future  success  in  life  of  many  of  the 
pupils.  It  should,  therefore,  as  the  Committee  think,  be  especially 
cherished  by  the  Managers,  and  every  facihty,  consistent  with  the 
means  of  the  Institution,  be  extended,  to  carry  out  the  designs  of  the 
Managers  and  the  Committee,  to  make  thorough  musicians  of  the 
pupils. — By  this  means  alone,  independent  of  their  mechanical  and 
literary  acquirements,  it  is  believed  by  the  Committee,  and  in  several 
instances  it  is  already  satisfactorily  ascertained,  that  the  inmates  of 
the  Institution  have  it  in  their  power  to  become  organists  in  churches, 
and  teachers  of  music  in  private  families  and  establishments,  and  thus 
to  be  able  to  support  themselves  respectably  in  society.  It  cannot, 
with  us,  be  a  question  of  present  profit,  but  of  the  ultimate  good  con- 
ferred upon  the  pupils  admitted  into  the  Institution,  whom  we  are 
bound  to  send  forth,  as  far  as  possible,  ornaments  and  active  members 
of,  instead  of  burthens  upon,  the  community. 

The  pupils  have  the  advantage  of  being  most  thoroughly  instructed 
in  this  science  ;  and  in  this  respect  their  knowledge  is  qiiile  perfect,  as 
far  as  they  go,  and  their  advancement,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  is  far 
more  rapid  than  that  of  the  generality  of  pupils,  who  are  not  depriwed" 
of  the  ble  sings  of  sight.  To  the  blind,  superficial  instruction  avaife 
little,  or  nothing ;  it  must  be  practical  and  thorough. 
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The  Committee  cordially  award  to  the  professors  of  music  of  the 
Institution  the  highest  praise  for  their  industry  and  zeal  in  this  depart- 
ment. The  pupils  have  been  gradually  and  surely  improving  under 
their  instruction,  and  present  the  most  gratifying  instances  of  profi- 
ciency in  this  delightful  science,  which  seems  so  pecuharly  adapted  to 
the  capacity  of  the  blind.  To  Mr.  Anthony  Reiff,  the  principal  pro- 
fessor, and  to  Miss  Ellen  Lewis,  the  assistant  professor  in  the  vocal 
department  of  the  females,  it  is  due  to  say,  that  their  untiring-  assidu- 
ity, and  practical  skill,  merit  the  approbation  of  the  Managers. 

During  the  past  year,  a  small  chmch  organ,  of  considerable  power, 
and  great  sweetness  of  tone,  and  two  new  pianos,  together  with  some 
minor  wind  instruments  for  the  use  of  the  band,  have  been  added  to 
the  catalogue  of  musical  instruments  of  last  yec.r:  and  the  Committee 
feel  satisfied  that  the  progress  of  the  pupils  has  been  greatly  promoted 
thereby.  It  is  in  contemplation  to  make  additions  to  the  instruments 
of  the  band,  and  to  duphcate  some  of  those  already  in  use,  in  order  to 
give  greater  efTect  to  future  concerts,  as  well  as  to  bring  forward  some 
of  the  junior  pupils. 

It  is  proposed  shortly  to  give  a  series  of  concerts,  at  which  the 
blind  pupils  alone  will  perform  ;  and,  on  the  opening  of  the  Hudson 
river,  it  is  also  proposed  to  make  some  excursions  with  the  band,  under 
charge  of  the  superintendent  and  professors  of  music,  to  stop  for  a 
sufficient  time  at  the  most  populous  towns  on  the  river,  in  order  to 
exhibit  the  proficiency  of  the  pupils  to  our  fellow-citizens  at  a  distance, 
whose  munificence  and  sympathy  have  been  felt,  in  some  degree,  in 
the  adoption  of  this  Institution,  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State. 
Respectfully  submitted,  by 

JOSEPH  C.  HART, 
GEO.  F.  ALLEN, 
D.  A.  CUSHMAN, 

Committee  on  J[Iusic. 

New- York,  Feb.  1st,  1839. 


LIST    OF    BOOKS    PRINTED    FOR    THE    BLIJSID,    AND    USED    AT    THE 
NEW-YORK    INSTITUTION    FOR    THE    BLIND. 

Spelling  Book. 

Child's  First  Book. 

Child's  Second  Book. 

Murray's  Grammar. 

Howe's  Compilation  of  Geography. 

Universal  Atlas. 

Atlas  of  the  United  States. 

Atlas  of  the  Islands  of  the  Globe. 

Lardner's  Outlines  of  History,  in  three  volumes. 

An  English  Reader. 

Life  of  Philip  Melancthon,  in  one  volume.  » 

Baxter's  Call,  in  one  volume. 

Harvey  Boys,  (a  temperance  tale,)  in  one  volume. 

Sixpenny  Glass  of  Wine,  (a  temperance  tale,)  in  one  volume. 
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! 

Dairyman's  Daughter. 

A  volume  of  Psalms  and  Hynnis,  in  metre. 

Pilgrim's  Progress,  in  one  volume. 

Psalms  of  David,  in  one  volume. 

New  Testament,  in  four  volumes. 

Ruth  and  Esther,  in  one  volume,  (in  Philadelphia  type.) 

First  volume  of  Students'  Magazine,  in  12  Nos.     (do.) 

Gospel,  by  St.  John,  1st  volume.  (Edinburgh  type,  the  angular.) 

Turkish  Tales,  in  one  volume,  (in  type  used  at  Paris.) 

SILAS  JONES,  Superintendent. 


DOCUMENT  NO.  6. 

REPORT    OF    THE    COMMITTEE    ON    MANUFACTURES. 

In  obedience  to  the  resolution  passed  by  the  Board  at  their  meetingi 
on  the  5th  December,  1838,  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  respect- 
fully report : — 

There  has  been  manufactured  by  the  pupils  of  the  Institution  for  the 
Blind  the  last  year,  a  large  number  of  articles,  which  the  Committee 
have  classed  under  two  heads : 

1.   The  Basket,  or  Willoiv  Department. 

In  this  there  have  been  made  1,722  baskets. 

«  "  "  21  child's  chair.g. 

«  "  "  76  cradles. 

"  "  "  59  doll-cradles. 

"  »  »  24  bandboxes. 

**  "  "  2  child's  wagons. 

"  "  "  2  toy  wagons. 

"  "  , "  9  watch-cases. 

In  the  manufacturing  of  these  articles,  the  Committee  have  been 
guided  solely  by  the  good  of  the  pupils  and  the  Institution,  as  they 
cost  less  to  get  up,  and  when  done  find  a  ready  sale.  The  pupils  are 
very  anxious  to  become  proficient  in  this  nianufacture,  as  they  know 
when  the  time  arrives  for  them  to  leave  the  Institution,  they  can,  if 
proficient,  start  the  willow-basket  business  with  only  a  few  bundles  of 
that  article,  and  can  make  for  themselves  a  good  and  comfortable 
hving.  The  articles  manufactured  in  this  department,  will  compete 
with  those  manufactured  by  workmen  not  deprived  of  sight. 

The  Committee  cannot  close  their  observations  on  this  branch,  with- 
out expressing  themselves  in  praise  of  the  zeal  of  the  teacher,  and  his 
kindness  to  the  pupils. 

2.   The  Weaving  Department. 

In  this  there  have  been  manufactured  4  large  hearth  rugs. 
"  "  "  179  door-rug  mats. 

"  "  "  87  lamp-rug  mats. 

"  "  "  213  grass  mats. 

"  »  "  71  yth.  li:-5t-carpcting  woven. 

"  "  '■'  469     "     rag-carpeling      " 
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The  weaving  of  carpets,  mats,  and  rugs,  is  a  good  trade  for  the 
Tslind,  but  requires  more  outlay  of  capital  for  them  to  start  or  begin  the 
world  with,  than  the  willow-basket  business,  but  should  be  acquired  by 
all  means.  If  one  branch  should  fail,  or  the  market  be  overstocked, 
they  then  can  lay  down  the  one  and  take  up  the  other. 

The  Committe\e  are  of  opinion  that  this  branch  or  department  is  yet 
in  its  infancy,  and  might  be  further  extended,  perhaps  to  the  making 
of  fish-seines,  webbing,  for  the  use  of  saddlers,  coach-trimming,  boot- 
webbing,  carpet-tape,  and  galloon  binding.  The  three  latter  require 
only  a  simple,  cheap  loom,  which  is  attached  to  a  chair  or  bench,  and 
when  not  attached  can  easily  be  carried  from  place  to  place  by  hand. 

In  the  making  of  rugs  there  has  been  a  complaint  of  waste,  in  the 
quantity  of  materials  used  ;  and  that  they  have  consequently  cost 
more,  and  produced  less,  than  the  other  articles  manufactured.  This 
may  be  so,  as  the  blind  pupils  in  learning  necessarily  waste  stuff,  and 
sometimes  spoil  work  ;  and,  until  they  become  proficient,  may  not  do 
their  work  so  close  and  well  as  those  who  see.  But  what  has  been 
done,  has  elicited  the  praise  of  all  who  have  examined  the  articles  for 
sale  at  the  Institution,,  and  will  compare  well  with  other  manu- 
factures of  the  same  article.  As  the  late  foreman  in  this  department 
is  dismissed,  it  is  hoped  a  good  and  competent  successor  may  be  found 
to  supply  his  place. 

The  following  tables  will  show  the  quantity  of  each  article  made 
by  the  pupils  in  each  department  in  the  different  months  through  the 
last  year : — 

WILLOW  WORK. 


MONTHS, 


January, 

February, 

March, 

Apiil, 

May,. 

June, 

July, 

August, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 

Total 


i 

s 

m 

s 

s 

^ 

3 

1 

= 

U 

o 

a 

118 

2 

6 

14 

140 

5 

1 

0 

150 

1 

0 

0 

114 

8 

0 

0 

173 

0 

15 

8 

202 

3 

0 

0 

128 

0 

0 

0 

64 

0 

2 

4 

61 

0 

12 

0 

202 

0 

33 

24 

162 

2 

5 

9 

20S 

0 

2 

0 

1722 

21 

76 

59 

7 
0 
0 
0 
2 
1 
11 
0 
0 
3 
0 
0 


^2 


WEAVING  DEPARTMENT. 


MONTHS. 


Jaiiuaiy, 

February, 

March, 

April, - 

May, 

Jime, 

July, 

August, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 

Total, 


4 

2 

20 

23 

32 

24 

21 

15 

1 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

21 

16 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
9 
33 
45 
0 
0 


4    142      37     87   213      71      4691 


6 
25 

0 

0 
29 
25 
21 
23 
19 
42 
23 

0 


27 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

34 
0 

10 
0 
0 
0 


0 

0 

52 

88^ 

105 

125 

0 
19 

0 
59 
21 

0 


The  Committee  in  closing  their  report,  present  the  following  list  of 
materials  now  on  hand,  not  worked  up,  viz : — 
29  pounds  of  worsted  yarn. 
257       "  woollen  yarn,  for  rugs. 

75       "      '     rug  roving. 
24       "  mat  filling. 

3       "  rnat  warp. 

310       "  rug  warp  yarn. 

11       "  colored  carpet  warp. 

450       "  sisal  grass  or  hemp. 

675  bundles  of  willow. 

Ail  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

PETER  S.  TITUS, 
THOMPSON  PRICE, 
JOHN  R.  STUYVESANT, 

Committee  on  .Manufactures. 
New-York,  Dec.  31st,  1838. 
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©OCUMtENT  NO.   7. 

Alphabetical  list  of  pupils  remaining  January  \st,  1839, 

1.  Henry  Andrews,  33.  Catharine  A.  Kennedy, 

2.  Charles  H.  Arnold,  34.  Hugh  Kelly, 

3.  James  Britt,  35.  Mary  A.  Kmgsland, 

4.  Henry  Beebe,    )  gj-gthers  ^^'  ^^^^'^"^^  'L^riQ, 

5.  George  Beebe,  )  '  37.  Joseph  Laza, 

6.  Cynthia  Bullock,  38.  Francis  Monyea, 

7.  Joseph  Bliven,  39.  Michael  McGuire, 

8.  Jairus  Bottom,  40.  Mary  Mattocks, 

9.  John  Bateman,  41.  Robert  Murphy, 

10.  Wm.  H.  Barrow,  42.  Jane  M.  Morrison, 

11.  Gilbert  Brady,  43,  Josephine  Marius, 

12.  Emeline  E.  Brown,  44.  Mary  Ann  Magee, 

13.  James  Bronson,  45,  Charles  O'Connor, 

14.  John  O'Brian,  46.  Andrew  J.  Parker, 

15.  Frances  J.  Crosby,  47.  Phebe  J.  Palmatier,  )  „. 

16.  Sarah  A,  Crocheron,  '        48.  Hannah  Palmatier,  )  ^^sters, 

17.  Sally  Ann  Cone,  49.  David  E,  Renoud, 

18.  Charles  R.  Coe,  50.  Peter  Rutan, 

19.  Robt.  Cunningham,  51.  Sarah  Spencer, 

20.  Nath'l  Clark,  52.  Wm.  H.  Saffen, 

21.  Owen  Corbit,  53.  Phebe  C.  Salyer,  )  o- 

22.  William  Dunlap,  54,  Caroline  Salyer,    /  ^^^sters. 

23.  Edwin  Dickey,  55.  Ann  Smith, 

24.  Robert  Elder,  56.  William  Smith, 

25.  Mary  Ann  Foote,  57.  Joseph  SiUiman, 

26.  Imogene  Hart,  58.  Christina  Snider, 

27.  Michael  Henright,  59,  Richard  Scaret, 

28.  George  A,  Hoyt,  60.  John  L.  Truax, 

29.  Nancy  Hills,  61.  David  Wareham, 

30.  John  W.  Hendricks,  62.  Elizabeth  Westgate, 

31.  Cordelia  Hughs,  63,  Willard  G.-Yates. 

32.  Alice  Holmes, 

Total  38  males,  and  25  females. 

From  the  State  of  New- York, 58 

"                  New- Jersey, 4 

"                  Rhode-Island, 1 

Total  number  of  blind  persons  m  the  Institution, 63 

Remaining  at  the  date  of  last  report, 64 

Received  in  1838, 4 

68 

Left  the  Institution, .  _> , . ,, 2 

Died  in  1838,. « „ 3 

—       5 

Remaining  January  1st,  1839, 63 

SILAS  JONES,  Stiperintendent: 
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DOCViTtfiAI  IVO.  8. 

PHYSICIAN'S    REPORT. 

To  Dii-.  Samuel  Akerly,  President  of  the  New-Yokk  Institu- 
tion FOR  THE  Blind. 

JS^exv-Yot'k,  January  1st,  1839. 

The  ceaseless  wings  of  time  have  borne  us  to  the  close  of  another 
year,  and  it  is  u\y  pleasure  to  give  to  the  managers  of  the  Institution  a 
report  of  the  health  of  the  pupils  since  my  connection  with  it. 

When  I  entered  on  the  duties  of  the  medical  deparment  in  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-six,  I  found  the  inmates  generally  healthy.  One 
of  the  pupils  was  laboring  under  pulmonary  consumption,  and  linger- 
ed until  the  close  of  autumn,  when  he  sank  under  the  weight  of  his 
disease. 

During  the  first  part  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-s6ven, 
there  was  no  very  serious  sickness.  The  usual  diseases,  incidental  to 
the  season,  such  as  influenza  in  the  winter  ai:id  spring,  diarrhoea  and 
dysentery  in  the  summer  and  autumn,  were  prevalent  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, and  in  some  instances  attacked  the  children  of  the  Institution 
with  virulence,  but  none  of  them  proved  fatal. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  following  winter  (1838)  one  of  the  children 
w^as  attacked  with  measles,  which  she  caught  by  visiting  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, and  before  she  had  recovered,  broke  out  with  small  pox,  and 
not  having  been  vaccinated,  the  case  was  very  severe,  but  terminated 
favorably. 

By  what  means  this  disease  was  introduced,'couldnot  be  ascertain- 
ed. The  patient  had  been  confined  in  the  sick  room  of  the  Institution 
six  weeks,  and  was  recovering  from  measles  of  the  worst  type,  when 
she  broke  out  with  the  small  pox.  There  were  a  number  cf  cases  of 
that  disease  in  a  northwest  direction,  some  distance  from  the  Institution, 
but  no  communication  had  taken  place  with  them,  directly  or  indirect- 
ly, to  the  knowledge  of  any  one  in  the  Institution.  It  was  prevented 
from  spreading  by  the  immediate  vaccination  of  all  the  inmates  of  the 
house,  since  which  not  a  single  case  has  occurred. 

About  the  same  time  erysipelatous  inflammation  made  its  appear- 
ance, attacking  successively  several  of  the  children  with  great  viru-, 
lence,  and  seemed  for  a  while  to  defy  all  medication,  but  by  the  smiles 
of  Divine  Providence,  with  which  we  have  ever  been  blessed,  not  a 
single  death  occurred  from  any  of  these  acute  diseases. 

In  the  summer,  however,(1838)  we  were  again  called  to  lament  the 
death  of  two  of  the  pupils  by  pulmonary  consumption.  They  were 
predisposed  to  this  disease,  and  in  its  progress  their  sufferings  were 
very  great,  but  they  were  borne  with  exemplary  fortitude,  and  they 
died  in  the  hope  of  a  blessed  immortality  beyond  the  grave. 

During  the  months  of  September  and  October,  several  cases  of 
bilious  fever  occurred,  which  were  mild  in  their  form,  with  one  excep- 
tion. That  case  assumed  a  typhoid  appearance,  and  the  child  fell  a 
victim  to  it. 

The  children,  when  sent  for  admission  into  the  Institution,  are,  with 
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regard  to  sight,  supposed  to  be  be3^ond  the  reach  of  remedial  agents  ; 
jet,  in  several  cases, their  ejes  have  been  treated  with  some  success. — 
One  of  the  boys,  who  had  been  bhnd  for  ten  years  with  amaurosis,  was 
so  far  benefited  as  to  be  able  to  read  in  common  print.  Another  has 
been  so  much  improved  by  the  operation  for  artificial  pupil,  as  to  be 
enabled  to  leave  the  Institution,  rejoicing  in  the  light  of  day  and  the 
glorious  works  of  nature. 

At  this  time  the  chikhenare  in  the  enjoyment  of  general  health,  and 
considering  their  physical  character,  (the  greater  part  being  of  a  stru- 
mous habit,  in  addition  to  their  loss  of  eyes,)  their  health  has  been  very- 
remarkable. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing  my  obligations  to  Doc- 
tor Isaac  Wood,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  for  his  kind- 
ness in  giving  counsel  and  advice  v/henever  called  upon. 

WILLIAM  N.  BLAKEMAN,  M.  D. 

Physician  to  the  Institution. 


DONATIONS    RECEIVED     BY    THE     TREASURER,     FROM    IST    FEBRUARY 
TO    THE    31ST    DECEMBER,    1838. 

By  Dr.  Wood. 

M.  H., -^ ,-.-^ ^.  f  1  00 

Thomas  Cock,  ._„..  ..,_. . ,     40  00 

Nathaniel  Merritt, . -» , , - , ..        5  00 

S.F.M.,  .., _._„ 150 

I.  M , . 100 

L.  M - « .,-._.._-  50 

• $4:9  00 

By  Mrs.  Trulock,   from  Fair,    .^.-w- .,__..« 3  75 

Cyrenus  Beers, = :. . .  -., — . . ,., 50  00 

do         do,.- „      50  00 

Bj  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  one-sixth  proceeds  of  Concert, 
by  Madame  Caradori  Allan,  and  New- York  Sa- 
cred Music  Society,  . 72  00 

By  Col.  Stone,  part  of  a  Charity  fund  placed  in  his  hands,,.      10  00 

Morris  Ketchum, 100  00 

Fire  Co.  No.  1,  Ithaca,  by  G.  A.  Hart,  > 10  00 

Collections  by  Mrs.  Thompson,  .  „_ . .    137  00 

By  Mrs.  G.  Galatian— Miss  E.  Gelson,.-. , 3  00 

By  Dr.  Blakeman— Mrs.  R.  M.  Martine, 5  00 

By  Mrs.  Genl.  W.  Tracy— A  Friend, 1 0  00 

ByG.  F.Allen — P.  A.  Schermerhorn; 100  00 

J.  C.  Hart,  two  years  subscription, 10  ^00 

Ed.  Roome,      "  "  10  00 

Donations  received  by  Superintendent,  at  Mechanics  Fair, . .     26  48 

$646  23 


DONATIONS    COLLECTED    BY   MRS.    THOMPSON. 


Co. 


25 

20 

10 

5 

5 

2 

1 

25 

10 

10 

10 

10 

5 

5 

5 


Cleveland,  Lewis  & 

P.  Harmony  &  Co. 

Engler  &  Foley, 

Clark  &.  Hunt, 

Chasournes  &  Paillot, 

Billiet,  Lauder  &  Fils, 

Decasse,  Miege  &  Co., 

Mrs.  G.  G.  Howland, 

' »'    Edward  Heckscher, 

■  "    Robert  Ray, 

•»    Moses  H.  Grinnell, 

"    Jas.  Foster,  Jr. 

"    Campbell  P.  White, 

"    Isaac  A.  Johnson, 

"    Benj.  L.  Swan, 

«'    Myndfert  Van  Schaick,  5  00 

"    J.  W.  beavitt,  5  00 

"    David  Lee,  5  00 

"    J.  P.  Phenix,  5  00 

"    John  Suydam,  5  00 

"    A.V.  C.  Schermerhorn,  5  00 

"    Jacob  Cram,  5  00 

"    S.  S.  Howland  5  00 

"    P.  S.  Hart,  6  00 

"    John  G.  Coster,  6  00 

"    John  H.  Coster,  6  00 

,"    P.  G.  Barker,  5  00 

"    David  Lydig,  5  00 

»'    Jas.  Roosevelt,  5  00 

»    Stephen  Whitney,  5  00 

"    Mary  Mars,  6  00 

"    Ogden  Waddington,  5  00 

"    S.  P.  Staples,  5  00 

"    John  Griswold,  6  00 

"    Chas.  A.  Davis,  5  00 

»'    A.  Norrie,  3  00 

"    John  Anthon,  3  00 

"    N.  G.  Rutgers,  2  00 

«    John  Tonnele,  2  00 

"    George  Barclay,  2  00 

"    John  Ferguson,  2  00 

"   D.  S.  Miller  2  00 

"    Benjarnin  Aymar,  2  00 

Sundry  Friends,  16  25 

Mrs.  Alfred  Colvill,  2  50 

"     A.  G.  Bronson,  2  00 


"  Saul  Ruggles, 

"  Wm.G.  Arcularius, 

"  W.  Johnson, 

"  Ann  Masters, 

''  John  J.  Morgan, 

"  R.  Saydara, 

Miss  M.  Bronson, 

"  Jay, 

"  Margaret  Van  Horn, 

''  Henriett  Coster, 

Misses  C.  &  S.  Holmes, 

Miss  Field, 

Mr.  John  Haggerty, 

"  A.  Cassille, 

"  J.  DeiTiing, 

"  Israel  Greenwood, 

"  John  Gravillon, 

"  Robt.  Deidericks, 

"  Chas.  Calemard, 

"  Wm.  Vyse, 

"  Jas.  Benkard, 

"  R.  F.  Crocked, 

"  Horace  Holden, 

''  Robt.  Nunns, 

"  George  Pride, 

"  J.  J.  Spies, 

"  Wm.  O.  Herring, 

"  Francis  Olmsted, 

"  Robt.  Mason, 

"  David  Clarkson, 

"  Edwd.  Prince, 

"  Felix  Ingolsby, 

"  H.  Mark, 

"  Benj.  H.  Hutton, 

"  O.  E.  Mahby, 

"  E,  Parmley, 

"  John  Milhau, 

"  E.  Windust, 

"  J.  A.  Voisin, 

"  E.  Hardy, 

"  A.  G.  Stout, 

"  E.  Barker, 

A  Lady  * 
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5 


$455  00^ 


i^'lST  of  the  above  comes  into  the  account  of  this  year. 
?„  \  entered  last  vear,  see  page  11  of  2d  Annual  Report. 

ill  I  -  ' 


APPENDIX. 


y-L  AWS. 


ARTICLE    I, 

Title. — This  Society,  shall,  in  conformity  with  the  act  of  incorpo- 
ration, be  entitled  "  The  New-York  Institution  for  the  Blind." 

ARTICLE    II. 

Members. — §  1.  The  payment  of /ve  do^/ars  annually  shall  con- 
stitute the  person  making  such  payment,  a  member  of  this  Institution. 

§  2.  The  payment  of  ^/if?/ dollars  at  one  time,  shall  constitute  the 
person  making  such  payment  a  life  member'  of  this  Institution. 

§  3.  The  payment  of  one  hundred  dollars  at  one  time,  shall  consti- 
tute the  person  making  such  payment,  a  benefactor  of  this  Institu- 
tion. 

§  4  The  payment  of  Jive  hundred  dollars  at  one  time,  shall  consti- 
tute the  person  making  such  payment,  a  patron  of  this  Institution, 

§  5.  Members,  life  members,  benefactors  and  patrons,  shall  have 
ihe  right  of  voting  at  the  annual  election  of  managers,  and  shall  them- 
selves be  eligible  as  managers. 

§  6.  Benefactors  and  patrons  shall  have  the  privilege  of  attending 
the  monthly  meetings  of  the  managers,  but  shall  have  no  vote  at  such 
meetings. 

§  7.  If  any  person  not  already  a  member,  life  member,  benefactor, 
or  patron,  be  chosen  a  manager,  unless  he  thereupon  becomes  a  life 
■member,  benefactor  or  patron,  his  acceptance  of  the  olSce  of  manager, 
shall  constitute  him  a  member,  and  he  shall  pay  the  annual  subscrip- 
tion paid  by  members,  so  long  as  he  is  a  manager. 

ARTICLE    III. 

Election  of  Managers. — §  1.  A  meeting  of  the  members,  life 
members,  benefactors,  and  patrons  of  the  Society  shall  be  holden  for 
the  election  of  managers,  on  the  last  Monday  in  each  year. 

§  2.  All  such  elections  shall  be  by  ballot. 

§  3.  At  such  elections  a  plurality  of  tKe  votes  given  shall  constitute 
a  choice. 

§  4,  If  from  any  cause,  there  should  be  no  election  of  managers,  at 
the  time  appointed  for  that  purpose  in  the  first  section  of  this  article, 
there  shall  be  holden  a  meeting  of  the  members,  life  members,  pat- 
rons, and  benefactors  for  such  purpose,  as  soon  thereafter  as  conveni- 
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ent,  and  the  managers  of  the  preceding  year  shall  hold  their  offices 
until  anew  board  is  elected. 

§  5.  Each  board  of  managers  shall  have  power  to  supply  vacan- 
cies occurring  in  their  board  between  the  periods  of  the  annual  elec- 
tions. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

Officers. — §  1.  Each  Board  of  Managers  shall  at  their  first  meet- 
ing choose  from  their  own  number,  the  following  officers  :  ^i  President, 
a  Vice  President,  a  Treasurer,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  and  Record- 
ing Secretary. 

§  2.  Sucli  officers  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot,  and  a  plurality  of  the 
votes  given  shall  constitute  a  choice. 

§  3.  The  officers  shall  hold  their  offices  during  the  period,  the  board 
electing  them,  hold  their  offices  as  managers. 

§  4.  Vacancies  occurring  in  any  of  the  offices,  shall  be  supplied  by 
the  Board,  from  their  own  body. 

§  5.  In  the  absence  of  the  President  and  Vice  President,  from  any 
meeting,  the  Board  shall  appoint  one  of  their  number  President,  pro 
tempore,  and  in  the  absence  of  the  Recording  Secretary,  from  any 
meeting,  the  board  shall  appoint  a  Secretary  pro  tempore. 

ARTICLE    V. 

Meetings  of  the  Board. — §  1.  The  Board  of  Managers  shall 
meet  regularly  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  every  month. 

§  2.  Special  Meetings  may  be  called  at  any  time,  by  the  President, 
or  by  any  three  of  the  Managers. 

§  3.  At  all  Meetings,  five  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  trans- 
action of  business. 

§  4.  The  following  shall  be  the  order  of  business  at  Meetings  of  the 
Board : — 

1.  Minutes  of  last  Meeting  read. 

2.  Reports  from  Special  Committees. 

3.  do  "  Finance  do. 

4.  do  "  Instruction      do. 

5.  do  "  Music  do. 

6.  do  "  Supplies  do. 

7.  do  "  Manufactures  do. 

8.  do  ''  Superintendent. 

9.  do  "  Treasurer. 

10.  Letters  and  communications. 

11.  Resolutions  offered  and  considered. 

ARTICLE    VI. 

Committee. — §  1.  Each  Board  of  Managers,  at  their  first  meet- 
ings shall  appoint  the  following  Standing  Committees  : 

1.  Committee  on  Finance. 

2.  do  "  Instruction. 

3.  do  "  Music. 

4.  do  "  Manufactures. 

5.  do  "  Supplies. 
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§  2.  Each  Standing  Committee  shall  consist  of  three  memberSj 
who  shall  have  the  right  to  choose  their  own  chairman. 

§  3.  Each  Standing  Committee  shall  visit  the  Institution  at  least 
once  in  each  week,  excepting  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

§  4.  Each  Standing  Committee  shall  examjne  into,  and  keep  itself 
acquainted  with  the  state  of  the  department  of  which  it  has  supervi- 
sion, and  from  time  to  time  report  thereon  to  the  Board. 

§  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Chairman  of  every  Committee,  to 
call  the  Committee  together,  and  lay  before  them  the  matters  referred 
to  such  Committee,  and  generally  to  see  that  the  duties  assigned  to 
the  Committee,  are  performed. 

§  6.  The  several  Standing  Committees  shall  have  entire  and  exclu- 
sive control  over  the  several  departments  over  which  they  have  super- 
vision respectively ;  and  the  superintendent  and  other  officers  of  the 
institution  shall  perform  such  duties  in  each  department  and  in  such 
manner,  as  they  shall  be  instructed  by  the  Standmg  Committee  having 
supervision  over  such  department ;  and  all  such  instructions  and  di- 
rections for  the  government  of  the  Institution  shall  be  given  through 
the  Superintendent  or  such  person  as  shall  act  in  his  stead. 

§  7.  Each  Standing  Committee  shall  keep  at  the  Institution  a  book 
in  which  shall  be  entered  all  their  proceedings  as  a  Committee  ;  and 
all  requisitions,  instructions,  or  orders  given  to  the  Superintendent  or 
person  acting  in  his  stead,  or  other  officers  of  the  Institution  through 
him,  to  be  binding  on  them 'shall  be  entered  upon  such  book. 

§  8.  The  Committee  on  Finance  shall  devise  and  recommend  ways 
and  means  to  create  a  permanent  fund,  and  to  preserve  and  increase 
the  income  of  the  Institution,  and  shall  examine  and  certify  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  Treasurer's  reports. 

§  9.  The  Committee  on  Instruction  shall  have  supervision  of  the 
school  and  literary  department  of  the  Institution.  They  shall  inquire 
into  the  methods  pursued  in  the  instruction  of  the  Blind  in  other  places, 
and  recommend  such  iirprovements  as  may  appear  proper. 

§  10.  The  Committee  on  Music  shall  have  the  supervision  of  the 
musical  department  of  the  Institution. 

§  11.  I'he  Committee  on  Manufactures  shall  have  the  supervision 
of  the  manufacturing  department  of  the  Institution,  of  supplying  that 
'  department  with  raw  material,  and  of  disposing  of  the  articles  manu- 
factured. 

§  12.  The  CoiTimittee  on  Supplies  shall  have  supervision  of  all  sup- 
plies required  in  the  household  at  the  Institution,  and  of  all  purchases 
requisite  to  keep  the  Institution  supplied  with  provisions,  clothmg,  and 
other  necessaries. 

§  13.  All  matters  connected  with  the  clothing-  of  the  pupils,  the  reg- 
ulation of  the  sleeping  apartments,  and  of  the  kitchen,  the  interior  do- 
mestic arrangements  of  the  Institution,  emd  all  matters  in  any  way  con- 
nected with  the  duties  of  the  Mation  and  domestics  of  the  Instuulion, 
shall  be  under  the  supervision  of  the  Committee  on  Supplies. 

ARTICLE    VII. 

The  President. — §  1.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meet- 
ings at  which  he  is  present. 

§  2.  He  shall  be  exofficio,  a  member  of  all  Standing  Committees. 
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ARTICLE    VIII. 

The  Vice  President. — §  1.  The  Vice  President  shall  preside  at 
all  meetings  at  which  the  President  is  not  present. 

ARTICLE    IX, 

The-  Treasurer. — §  1.  The  Treasurer  shall  have  charge  of  all 
funds  belonging  to  the  Institution. 

§  2.  He  shall  lay  before  the  meeting  of  the  members,  life  members, 
patrons  and  benefactors  of  the  Society,  held  for  the  election  of  Mana- 
gers, a  statement  of  his  accounts  with  the  Institution  since  the  last 
annual  meeting. 

§  3.  He  shall  pay  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Institution,  all  bills  certi- 
fied by  the  President  or  Chairman  of  any  Committee  authorized  to 
purchase. 

§  4.  All  bills  for  salaries,  shall  before  being  paid  by  the  Treasurer, 
be  certified  to  be  correct  by  the  Chairman  or  some  member  of  the 
Committee  having  supervision  over  the  department,  in  which  such 
salary  was  earned,  and  all  bills  for  the  salaries  of  the  Superintendent 
and  Physician,  shall  before  being  paid  by  the  Treasurer,  be  certified 
to  be  correct,  by  the  Chairman  or  some  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

ARTICLE    X. 

The  Secretaries. — §  1.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  per- 
form such  duty,  by  corresponding  with  other  Institutions,  as  may  be 
from  time  to  time  required  of  him. 

§  2.  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  attend  the  meetings  of  the 
Board,  keep  a  record  of  their  proceedings,  and  enter  the  same  into  a 
book  of  minutes. 

§  3.  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  give  notice  to  the  Managers  of 
all  meetings  of  the  Board,  shall  notify  members  of  Committees  of  their 
appointment  upon  such  Committees,  and  shall  communicate  to  the 
chairman  of  every  Committee,  all  resolutions  of  the  Board  affecting' 
the  duty  of  such  Committee. 

§  4.  He  shall  publish  a  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  holding  the 
annual  meeting  for  the  election  of  managers,  in  three  of  the  papers 
published  in  the  city  of  New-York,  for  at  least  three  days  previous  to 
the  time  of  holding  such  meeting. 

§  5.  He  shall  inform  members,  chosen  Managers,  of  their  election. 

article    XI. 

The  Superintendent. — §  L  The  Superintendent  shall  reside  in 
the  Institution  with  the  pujiils. 

§  2.  He  shall  have  the  general  management  and  superintendence 
of  the  schools,  workshops,  and  domestic  concerns  of  the  Institution, 
under  the  direction  and  advice  of  the  Standing  Committees,  in  relation 
to  such  parts  of  his  duty  as  may  come  within  their  supervision  res- 
pectively. 

§  3.  Ho  shall  take  such  part  in  the  instruction  of  the  pupils,  as  he 
may  deem  expedient,  under  the  direction  and  advice  of  the  Committee 
on  institution,  or  as  shall  be  determined  by  the  Board. 
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§  4.  tie  shall  make  such  mles  and  regulations  for  the  government 
of  the  schools,  workshops  and  domestic  concerns  of  the  Institution  as 
he  shall  deem  requisite,  subject  to  the  modification  and  alteration  of  all 
such  rules  by  the  Board. 

§  5.  He  shall  at  the  end  of  each  month,  pay  over  to  the  Treasur-^ 
er,  all  moneys  received  by  him  on  account  of  the  Institution,  during 
that  month. 

§  6.  He  shall  have  full  power  to  hire  all  such  domestic  servants  as 
may  be  authorized  by  the  Board,  and  to  discharge  the  same  and  sup- 
ply their  places.  And  all  communications  to  any  of  the  domestic  ser- 
vants or  to  the  matron  of  the  Institution  from  any  committee,  shall  be 
made  through  the  Superintendent. 

§  7.  He  shall  be  associated  with  all  committees  appointed  to  en- 
gage teachers  or  a  matron. 

ARTICLE    Xir. 

The  Teachers.— §  1.  The  Teachers  shall  perform  such  duties  as 
shall  be  assigned  to  them  by  the  Superintendent  under  the  advice  and 
direction  of  the  Committee  on  Instruction. 

ARTICLE    Xlir. 

The  Matron. — §  1.  The  Matron  shall  have  charge  of  the  domes- 
tic concerns  of  the  Institution,  under  the  direction  of  the  Superintend- 
ent, and  shall  perform  such  duties  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be  assign- 
ed to  her  by  the  Superintendent  or  by  the  Board. 

ARTICLE    XIV. 

The  Pupils. — §  1.  The  Managers  shall  receive  gratuitously  as 
many  indigent  blind  pupils  into  the  Institution  as  the  funds  of  the  In-* 
stitution  will  allow. 

§  2.  Pay  pupils  shall  be  received  into  the  Institution  at  a  reasonable 
compensalion,to  be  fixed  by  the  Managers. 

§  3.  The  Board  may  at  their  discretion  receive  day  scholars. 

§  4.  No  pupil  shall  be  admitted  who  is  under  eight  years  or  over 
twenty-five  years  of  age. 

§  5.  Applications  for  admission  must  be  addressed  to  the  President, 

§  6.  No  pupil  shall  be  received  for  a  period  less  than  one  year,  but 
the  Board  may  require  the  removal  of  any  pupil,  at  any  earlier  period 
which  to  them  shall  seem  meet. 

§  7.  The  board  and  tuition  of  every  pay  pupil  shall  be  paid  quarter- 
ly in  advance. 

§  8.  Every  pay  pupil  shall  on  entering  the  Institution  be  supplied 
by  his  parents  or  guardians  with  a  suitable  bed,  bedstead,  pillow, 
two  pair  of  sheets,  three  blankets,  a  counterpane,  and  four  towels. 

§  9.  No  pupil  shall  be  removed  except  at  the  end  of  a  term. 

ARTICLE    XV. 

Alteration  of  By-Laws. — §  1.  The  By-Laws  of  this  InstitU" 
tion  may  be  altered,  added  to,  or  repealed,  at  any  regular  meeting  of 
the  Board,  provided  such  alteration,  addition  or  repeal  shal^i  have 
been  notilced  at  the  preceding  meeting. 


32 


AN  ACT 


TO    INCORPORATE    THE    NEW-VORK    INSTITUTION    FOR    THE    BLIND, 

Passed  April  21,  1831. 

The  People  of   the  State  of  jyew-York,  represented  in  Senate  and 
Assembly,  do  enact  as  follows  : — 

1.  All  such  persons  as  now  are  or  hereafter  may  become  members  of 
the  said  Institution,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  constituted  and  appointed 
a  body  corporate  and  politic,  in  fact  and  in  name,  by  the  name  and 
style  of  "  The  New- York  Institution  for  the  Blind,"  for  the  purpose  of 
instructing-  children  who  have  been  born  blind,  or  who  maij  have  be- 
come  blind  by  disease  or  accident,  and  by  that  name  they  and  their 
successors  shall  and  may  have  succession,  and  shall  be  in  law  capa- 
ble of  sueing-  and  being'  sued,  pleading  and  being  impleaded,  defending 
and  being  defended,  in  all  courts  and  places  whatsoever,  in  all  man- 
ner of  actions,  suits,  matters,  complaints  and  causes  whatsoever, 
and  that  they  and  their  successors  may  have  and  use  a  common  seal 
and  may  change  and  alter  the  same  at  their  pleasure  ;  and  also  they 
and  their  successors  by  the  name  and  style  of  "  The  New- York  Insti- 
tution for  the  Blind,"  shall  be  capable  in  law  of  purchasing,  holding- 
and  conveying  any  real  and  personal  estate  for  the  purposes  of  this 
incorporation,  and  none  other  which  at  any  time  shall  not  exceed  the 
annual  income  of  ten  thousand  dollars. 

2.  For  the  better  carrying  into  effect  the  objects  of  the  said  incor- 
poration, there  shall  be  annually  elected  twenty  persons  who  shall 
constitute  a  Board  of  Managers,  and  have  power  to  conduct  and 
manage  all  its  concerns  ;  the  managers  to  be  elected  by  ballot  at  an 
annual  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  society,  to  hold  their  office  for 
one  year,  or  until  others  be  elected  in  their  place  ;  the  said  election  to 
be  held  at  such  times  and  places  as  the  said  corporation  shall  by  their 
bye-laws  from  time  to  time  appoint  and  direct :  the  aforesaid  manao'ers 
shall  be  elected  by  a  majority  of  the  members  present  at  such  election 
and  in  case  of  any  vacancy  or  vacancies  in  the  said  Board  of  Mana- 
gers by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  then  the  said  board  shall 
have  power  to  fill  such  vacancy  or  vacancies,  until  the  next  annual 
election. 

3.  The  Board  of  Managers  shall,  as  soon  after  the  annual  election 
as  may  be  convenient,  proceed  to  elect  by  ballot  from  among  their  own 
number  a  President,  a  Vice-President,  a  Treasurer,  and  two  Secretaries 
who  shall  serve  for  one  year  or  until  others  be  elected  in  their  room  • 
and  the  following  persons  shall  be  the  first  officers  and  managers  to 
wit:  Samuel  Akerly,  President,  Heman  Averill,  Vice-President,  Curtis 
Bolton,  Treasurer,  James  Donaldson, Corresponding  Secretary,  Henry 
K.  Bogert,  Recording  Secretary,  and  Henry  Remson,  John  R.  Sluy- 
vesant,  Thompson  Price,  Morris  Ketchum,  Sylvanus  Miller,  William 
E.  Crosby,  Gideon  Lee,  Hiram  Ketchum,  Samuel  Wood.  Thomas 
W.  Jenkins,  Henry  Thomas,  Rufus  L.  Nevins,  Joseph  D.  Beers 
Bamuel  F.  Mott,  Matthew  C.  Patterson,  shall  be  the  first  Managers. 

4.  The  Board  of  Managers  so  elected  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  full 
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power  to  make  €uch  by-laws  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  necessary, 
relative  to  the  management  and  disposiiion  of  the  estate  and  concerns 
of  the  said  corporation,  and  regulation  of  the  persons  exercising  the 
otiices  aioresaid  not  contrary  to  law,  and  may  appoint  such  oiher 
agents  and  servants  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  to  transact  the  busi- 
n-ess  of  the  said  corporation  and  designate  ihcir  duties. 

5.  This  act  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  May, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifiy-two:— > 
but  if  the  said  corporation  shall  apply  any  of  their  funds  to  any  other 
purposes  than  those  contemplated  by  this  act,  then  the  said  corpora- 
tion shall  cease  and  determine,  and  the  estate,  real  and  personal,  shall 
be  forfeited  to  and  vested  in  the  people  of  this  state. 

6.  This  act  shall  be  subject  to  the  general  provisions  and  liabilities 
contained  in  the  third  title  of  the  eighteenth  chapter  of  the  first  part  of 
the  Revised  Statutes,  and  the  Legislature  may  at  any  time  hereafter 
alter,  modify,  amend,  or  repeal  the  same. 

State  of  New- York,  ) 
Secretary's  Office.        )     , 

1  certify  the  preceding  to  be  a  true  copy  of  an  original  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  this  State,  on  file  in  this  office. 

ARCHD.  CAMPBELL, 

Dep,  Secretary, 
Albany,  ^prU  22, 1831. 


AN  ACT 

IN    AID    OF    THE    NEW-YORK    INSTITUTION    FOR   THE    BLIND; 

Passed  May  6,  1834. 

The  people  of  the  State  of  J^ew-York  represented  in  Senate  and 
•Assembly,  do  enact  {is  follows  : 

§1.  The  Managers  of  the  New- York  Listitution  for  the  Blind,  are 
hereby  authorised  to  receive  from  each  Senate  district  of  this  State, 
four  indigent  blind  persons,  between  eight  years  and  twenty-five  years 
of  age,  in  like  manner  and  at  the  like  expense  to  the  state,  as  is  pro- 
vided by  law  for  the  indigent  deaf  and  dumb  ;  and  that  the  said  indi- 
gent blind  persons,  or  State  pupils,  during  a  term  not  exceeding  five 
years,  shall,  besides  their  literary  or  school  education,  be  also  instructed 
in  some  trade  or  employment  now  or  hereafter  to  be  taught  and  carried 
on  in  the  said  Institution. 

State  of  New- York,  ) 
Secretary's  Office.       J 

I  have  compared  the  preceding  with  an  original  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  this  State,  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  certify  that  the  same  is 
a  correct  transcript  therefrom,  and  of  the  whole  of  the  said  original. 

ARCHD.  CAMPBELL, 

Dep.  Secretary, 
Albany,  May  20,  1836. 
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AN  ACT 


IN    AID    OF    THE    NEW-YORK    INSTITUTION    FOR    THE    BLIND. 

Passed  April  30,  1836. 

Tlie people  of  the  State  of  Keio-York,  represented  in  Senate  and 
Assembly,  do  enact  as  follows  : 

§1.  There  shall  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  this  State,  on  the  war- 
rant of  the  Comptroller,  out  of  any  nioney  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise previously  appropriated,  the  sum  of  twelve  thousand  dollars, 

§2.  The  aforesaid  sum  of  money  shall  be  applied  to  the  purchase 
in  fee  simple  of  the  two  acres  of  ground  and  the  buildings  thereon, 
now  occupied  by  the  said  Institution,  and  also  to  defray  the  expense 
of  repairs  and  improvements  of  the  said  buildings  and  ground ;  the 
conveyance  therefor  to  be  made  to  the  people  of  this  State. 

§3.  The  Managers  of  the  said  Institution  shall  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  authorised  and  required  to  receive  from  each  Senate  district  of 
this  State,  four  indigent  and  blind  persons  in  addition  to  the  numbei 
now  supported  by  the  State,  between  eight  and  twenty-five  years  of 
age,  in  the  like  manner,  and  at  the  like  expense  to  the  State,  as  is  pro- 
vided by  law  for  the  indigent  deaf  and  dumb  ;  and  the  said  indigent 
and  blind  persons  or  State  pupils,  during  a  term  not  exceeding  five 
years,  shall,  besides  their  literary  or  school  education,  be  also  instructed 
in  some  trade  or  employment  now  or  hereafter  to  be  taught  and  cai- 
ried  on  by  the  said  Institution. 

§4.  The  Managers  of  the  said  Institution  shall,  on  the  first  day  of 
February  in  each  year,  make  a  full  report,  under  oath,  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  their  proceedings,  and  of  the  disposition  of  the  moneys  paid 
to  them  from  the  Treasury  of  this  State. 


AN  ACT 

TO    AMEND    AN    ACT    ENTITLED    "  AN  ACT  IN  AID  OP   THE    NEW-YORK 
INSTITUTION    FOR    THE    BLIND,"     PASSED    APRIL    30,    1836. 

Passed  May  20,  1836. 

The  people  of  the  State  of  JVew-YorJc,  represented  in  Senate  and 
Assembly,  do  enact  as  follows  : 

§1.  The  sum  of  twelve  thousand  dollars  appropriated  by  the  first 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  in  aid  of  the  New-York  Institu- 
tion for  the  Blind,"  passed  April  30lh,  1836,  shall  be  paid  as  therein 
directed,  provided  the  Managers  of  the  said  Institution  in  the  city  of 
New- York  raise  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  dollars :  whenever  evi- 
dence is  given  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  State,  that  the  said  amount  is 
deposited  by  them  in  some  bank  in  the  said  city,  then  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  M  magers  of  the  New- York  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
through  their  Treasurer  for  the  time  being,  to  draw  upon  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  State  for  twelve  thousand  dollars,  which  sum  together 
with  the  eight  thousand  dollars  raised  and  deposited  as  aforesaid,  shall 
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be  applied  by  the  Managers  of  the  Institution,  for  the  purposes  of 
purchasing  the  fee  simple  of  the  premises  now  occupied  by  them,  and 
also  for  the  erection  of  a  workshop  for  the  Blind,  and  for  the  repairs 
of  the  buildings  now  on  the  said  premises  ;  and  the  title  thereto  shall 
be  vested  in  the  Managers  of  the  said  Institution  in  conformity  to  the 
conditions  of  a  lease  given  to  them  by  James  Boorman  of  the  city  of 
New- York,  dated  the  fourth  day  of  July,  1833,  and  recorded  in  the 
Register's  Office  of  the  city  and  county  of  New-York,  in  Liber  304, 
page  202  of  conveyances. 

§2.  The  premises  so  purchased  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  appropriated 
and  used  by  the  Managers  of  the  said  Institution  and  their  successors, 
wholly  and  solely  for  the  benefit  of  the  Blind,  and  as  provided  by  the 
third  section  of  the  act  hereby  amended  :  and,  in  order  that  the 
Institution  may  be  more  permanently  and  usefully  established,  it  shall 
not  be  removed  from  its  present  site  before  the  expiration  of  fifty  years 
from  the  time  of  its  purchase  aforesaid. 

§3.  In  case  at  any  time  thereafter  said  premises  should  be  used  for 
other  purposes,  or  changed  from  an  Institution  for  the  Bhnd,  as  men- 
tioned in  the  above  section  of  this  act,  then  in  that  case  the  sum 
of  twelve  thousand  dollars  and  the  interest  thereon,  shall  revert  back 
and  be  paid  over  to  the  Comptroller,  and  shall  be  placed  in  the  Trea- 
sury of  this  State. 

§4.  The  second  section  of  the  act  passed  on  the  30th  April,  1836, 
in  aid  of  the  New- York  Institution  for  the  Blind,  shall  be  and  is  here- 
by repealed. 

State  of  New-York,  ) 
Secretary's  Office.        ) 

I  have  compared  the  preceding  with  two  certain  original  acts  of  the 
Legislature  of  this  State,  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  certify  that  the 
same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom,  and  of  the  whole  of  said  origi- 
nals. 

ARCHD.  CAMPBELL, 

Dcp.  Secretary. 
Albany,  Majy  31,  1836. 


AN  ACT 

TO    EXTEND    THE    BENEFITS    OF    INSTRUCTION     TO    THE     BLIND,    AND 
FOR    OTHER    PURPOSES. 

Passed  April  18,  1839. 

The  people  of  the  State  of  JYew-York,  represented  in  Senate  and 
Assembly^  do  enact  as  folloxos  : 

§1.  The  Managers  of  the  New- York  Institution  for  the  Blind  are 
hereby  authorised  to  receive  from  each  Senate  district  of  this  slate, 
eight  indigent  blind  persons,  in  addition  to  those  heretofore  provided 
for  by  the  State,  between  eight  and  twenty-five  j^ears  of  age,  in  like 
manner  and  at  Uke  expense  as  the  State  pupils  now  in  said  Institution  ; 
and  all  of  said  pupils  shall  be  instructed  for  a  period  not  exceeding  five 
years,  in  such  studies  and  employments  as  are  now  or  may  hereafter 
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be  taught  anJ  earned  on  in  said  Institution  ;  but  when  it  may  he  a^' 
Vantageous  to  prolong  the  time  of  instruction  of  anj^  one  or  more  of 
the  pupils  now  in  said  Institution,  or  those  which  may  hereafter  be 
Jreceived  therein,  the  Managers  may,  in  their  discretion,  retain  them  for 
a  term  not  exceeding  two  years  beyond  that  now  provided  for  by  law, 
first  obtaining,  for  that  purpose,  the  approbation  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Common  Schools.  The  additional  eight  persons  from  each  Senate 
district,  provided  for  by  this  section,  shall  be  designated  by  the  Super- 
intendent of  Common  Schools,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided  for 
by  law,  in  relation  to  the  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb. 

§2.  The  Treasurer  of  the  State  shall  pay,  on  the  warrant  of  the 
Comptroller,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated, the  sura  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  in  three  equal  annual 
instalments,  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  aforesaid  Institution,  if  the  said 
Managers  shall  produce  satisfactory  evidence  to  the  Comptroller,  that 
they  have  procured  and  deposited  in  some  bank  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  which  sums  shall  be  applied  to 
pay  for  the  labor  and  materials  necessary  to  complete  the  aforesaid 
structure,  according  to  the  design  heretofore  adopted  by  the  Managers 
aforesaid,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  old  wooden  build- 
ing on  the  premises,  and  regulating  the  grounds  about  the  same. 

§3.  The  Managers  of  said  institution  shall  keep  a  separate  account 
of  the  moneys  herein  appropriated  to  the  building,  and  report  the  pro- 
gress thereof,  among  other  things,  in  their  annual  report. 

§4.  The  Commissioners  of  the  Common  School  Fund  in  the  city 
of  New- York,  are  hereby  authorised  and  required  to  distribute  to  the 
Managers  of  the  New-York  Institution  for  the  Blind,  a  rateable  pro- 
portion of  the  said  school  fund  to  every  blind  pupil  in  said  Institution, 
without  regard  to  age. 

§5.  The  supervisors  of  any  county  in  this  State,  (from  which  State 
pupils  may  be  sent  and  received  into  the  said  Institution,  whose  parents 
or  guardians  are  unable  to  furnish  them  with  suitable  clothing,)  are 
hereby  authorised  and  required,  while  such  pupils  are  under  instruc- 
tion, to  raise  a  sum  of  money  for  this  purpose,  not  exceeding  twenty 
dollars  in  any  one  year,  for  each  pupil  from  said  county. 

§6.  The  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  is  hereby  authorised 
to  visit  and  inspect  the  New-York  Institution  for  the  Blind,  in  all  its 
departments,  and  to  report  to  the  Legislature  on  such  matters  and 
things  relating  to  the  interests  of  said  Institution  as  he  may  deem 
necessary. 

§7.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 
State  of  New- York,  ) 
Secretary's  Office.       J 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  compared  the  preceding  with  an  original 
act  of  the  Legislature  on  file  in  this  office,  and  that  the  same  is  a  true 
transcript  thereof  and  of  the  whole  of  such  original. 

JOHN  C.  SPENCER, 
'  Secretary  of  State. 

Mhany,  Jlpriri^.-IQ^^.. 

ERRATA. -Page  30,  last  line,  the  word  "  institution,"  slioulU  read  instruction. 
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FOURTH    ANNUAL    REPORT 

OP 

THE    MANAGERS 

OP 

THE  NEW-YORK  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND, 

TO 

THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE, 

MADE 

IN  CONFORMITY  TO  LAW, 


THE      FIRST     OF     FEBRUARY,     1840. 


FOR    THE    PRECEDING    YEAR. 

TOGETHER   "WITH    THE  REPORT  MADE  TO    THE   LEGISLATURE    RELATIVE  TO  THE 

INSTITUTION  BY  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  COMMON  SCHOOLS, 

AND  THE  VISITERS  APPOINTED  BY  AUTHORITY 

OF  THE   STATE. 


.^. 


PRESS    OF    MAHLON  JfAl 

JAMES    EGBERT,    PRllW 


^4»Ji::^^ffi:^^^^^ 


OFFICERS  AND  MANAGERS 

OF 

THE   NEW-YORK    INSTITUTION    FOR   THE   BLIND, 

FOR    THE    YEAR    1840. 


SAMUEL  AKERLY,  M.  D.  President. 

ANSON   G.  PHELPS,  Vicb-President. 

SILAS  BROWN,  Treasurer. 

ISAAC  WOOD,  M.  D.  Corresponding  Secretaby. 


THOMPSON  PRICE, 
D.  A.  CUSHMAN, 
JOSEPH  TRULOCK, 
JOSEPH  C.  HART, 
EDWARD  ROOME, 


JOHN  R. STUYVESANT, 
ROBERT  GRACIE, 
ROBERT  I.  MURRAY, 
P.  A.  SCHERMERHORN, 
HENRY  F.  TALLMADGE, 


CLEMENT  C.  MOORE, 
D.  W.  C.  OLYPHANT, 
AUGUSTIN  AVERILL. 
CYRENIUS  BEERS. 


SILAS  JONES,  Superintendent. 

JAMES  HYSLOP,  A.  B.  TEACHER. 

WM.  N.  BLAKEMAN,  Surgeon. 

ANTHONY  REIFF,  Music  Master, 

MISS  ELLEN  LEWIS,  VOCALIST. 

ELIZABETH  H.  DENNY,  Matron. 

GEORGE  HORNE,  Foreman  op  basket  work, 

Foreman  of  weaving. 

ROBERT  McNAMEE,  Gardener. 


Uisitfnji    dommittcc   ot   3La»ics, 


MRS.   ELIZA  TRULeCK, 
MRS.  E.  ROOME, 


MRS.  ELLEN  GALLATIAN, 
MRS.  ANN  M.  FARRINGTON. 


FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

OP     THE    MANAGERS     OP    THE    NEW-YORK     INSTITUTION    FOR    THE    BLIND 
TO    THE    LEGISLATURE    OP    THE    STATE    POR    THE    YEAR    1839. 


When  this  Institution  had  been  in  operation  about  four  years,  the 
Managers  applied  to  the  Legislature  of  the  State  for  assistance,  and  a 
law  was  passed  on  the  30th  of  April,  1836,  entitled,  "  An  act  in  aid 
of  the  New- York  Institution  for  the  Blind."  By  the  fourth  section  of 
that  act,  the  Managers  are  required  annually,  in  the  month  of  Februa- 
ry, to  "  make  a  full  report,  under  oath,  to  the  Legislature,  of  their 
proceedings,  and  of  the  disposition  of  the  moneys  paid  to  them  from 
the  treasury  of  this  State."  For  three  successive  years,  they  have 
complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  act,  and  now  cheerfully  make 
this  their  fourth  annual  report. 

In  looking  back  to  the  commencement  of  this  Institution,  in  1832, 
the  difficulties  it  had  to  encounter,  its  obscure  and  feeble  condition,  and 
its  slow  progress  at  first,  were  discouraging  to  its  early  friends.  These 
obstacles,  however,  never  produced  despair  ;  they  only  excited  to 
greater  exertion,  and  a  fiiU  persuasion,  that  if  the  objects  to  be  ob- 
tained were  meritorious  and  good,  Providence  woi^ld  not  suffer  them 
to  come  to  naught.  The  subsequent  rapid  advancement  of  the  Insti- 
tution, in  the  accomplishment  of  all  that  was  anticipated  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  blind,  gives  evidence  of  a  Providential  superintendence,  di- 
recting the  Managers  to  activity  and  perseverance,  the  rich  to  con- 
tribute, the  benevolent  to  aid  and  encourage  and  the  constituted 
authorities  to  patronize  the  undertaking.  And  now,  although  eight 
years  only  have  elapsed  since  the  first  attempts  were  made  in  New- 
York  to  instruct  three  blind  children,  forming  the  nucleus  or  germ 
from  which  the  present  institution  has  sprung,  the  Managers  have  the 
satisfaction  to  see  it  Hn'aly  established,  imparting  instruction  to  sixty- 
nine  blind  persons,  encouraged  by  the  well  wishes  of  the  community, 
and  sustained  by  liberal  provisions  of  the  Legislature  of  our  own 
State. 


The  treasurer  of  the  Institution  has  received  from  the  Comptroller 
of  the  Slate,  for  State  pupils  in  1839,  sev^en  thousand  and  ninety-five 
dollars  fifty-two  cents,  ($7,095.52)  which  is  included  in  his  general 
account  current  of  receipts  and  expenditures  hereunto  annexed, (Docu- 
ment No.  1,)  to  which  the  managers  beg  leave  to  refer,  as  containing 
a  statement  of  the  monies  received  from  the  State  and  all  other  sources. 
The  total  amount  of  expenditures  for  the  support  of  the  Institution 
the  past  year,  is  eleven  thousand  three  hundred  and  fortj^-four  dollars 
eighty-seven  cents,  ($11,344.87)  being  less,  by  more  than  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  than  the  expense  of  the  preceding  year. 

There  is  also  hereunto  annexed  (Document  No.  2,)  the  treasurer's 
account  current  of  the  building  fund,  which  he  has  kept  separate  from 
the  other  accounts  of  the  Institution,  in  compliance  with  the  third 
section  of  "  An  act  to  extend  the  benefits  of  instruction  to  the  blind, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  April  18th,  1839,  by  which  an  appro- 
priation was  made  for  the  erection  of  the  main  building  of  the  In- 
stitution. 

By  this  act  it  is  also  provided,  that  "  the  Treasurer  of  the  State 
shall  pay,  on  the  warrant  of  the  Comptroller,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars, in  three  equal  annual  instalments,  to  the  treasurer  of  the  said  in- 
stitution, if  the  said  Managers  shall  produce  satisfactory  evidence  to 
the  Comptroller,  that  they  have  procured  and  deposited  in  some  bank 
in  the  city  of  New-York,  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  which 
sums  shall  be  applied  to  pay  for  the  labor  and  materials  necessary  to 
complete  the  aforesaid  structure,  according  to  the  design  heretofore 
adopted  by  the  Managers  aforesaid,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  remo- 
ing  the  old  wooden  building  on  the  premises,  and  regulating  the 
grounds  about  the  same." 

The  same  act  also  provides,  that  "  the  Managers  of  the  said  Institu- 
tion shall  keep  a  separate  account  of  the  moneys  herein  appropriated 
to  the  building,  and  report  the  progress  thereof  among  other  things  in 
their  annual  report." 

When  this  act  was  passed,  the  Managers  were  devising  methods  to 
procure  the  ten  thousand  dollars  required  to  be  raised  and  deposited 
by  them,  before  they  could  draw  any  part  of  the  State  appropriation. — 
They  apprehended  some  difTiully,  (considering  the  state  of  the  times,) 
or  at  least    considerable  delay,  before  they  could  accomplish  their 


wishes.  In  this  state  of  uncertainty  and  doubt,  they  received  the 
pleasing  intelligence,  from  the  executors  of  Miles  R.  Burke,  deceased, 
that  they  were  ready  to  settle  his  estate,  and  that  the  balance  of  the 
residuary  legacy,  left  by  him  to  this  Institution,  would  amount  to 
twelve  thousand  dollars,  which  they  would  be  enabled  in  a  short  time 
to  pay,  and  which  they  did  subsequently  pay,  in  good  bonds  and 
mortgages.  This  fortunate  occurrence  was  quite  unexpected,  inas- 
much as  several  large  legacies  were  first  to  be  satisfied,  provision 
made  for  certain  heirs,  and  the  residue  of  the  estate  to  be  divided  be- 
tween the  Orphan  Asylum  and  the  New-York  Institution  for  the 
Blind.  These  charities  had  previously  received  two  thousand  dollars 
each,  and  little  did  they  think  that  twelve  thousand  more  was  in  store 
for  them. 

This  accession  of  funds  enabled  the  Managers  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  the  erection  of  the  centre  or  main  building  of  their  Institu- 
tion. Contracts  have  been  entered  into,  the  work  has  been  com- 
menced, and  the  foundation  laid  before  the  cold  weather  suspended  the 
work.  The  treasurer's  account  of  the  moneys  put  into  his  hands,  as 
a  part  of  the  building  fund,  shows  what  has  been  received  and  paid 
out  ;  and  the  report  of  the  building  committee,  hereunto  annexed, 
(Document  No.  3,)  contains  more  detailed  information  on  this  subject, 
which  it  is  unnecessary  here  to  repeat. 

The  committee  on  supplies,  (Document  No.  4,)  have  made  a  clear 
and  detailed  stateinent  of  their  proceedings  and  the  expenses  of  the 
Institution,  as  far  as  they  came  under  their  supervision.  This  docu- 
ment being  annexed,  speaks  favorably  of  the  attention  of  that  commit- 
tee, and  gives  all  the  information  required  of  them. 

The  instruction  imparted  to  the  blind  inmates  of  this  Institution, 
continues  to  advance  from  the  ordinary  into  the  higher  branches. 
The  annexed  report  of  the  committee  on  instruction,  (Document  No. 
5,)  gives  the  details,  and  we  beg  leave  to  offer  it  as  a  part  of  this  re- 
port. 

The  honorable  the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanied  by  three  other 
gentlemen,  favored  the  seminary  with  a  visit  in  the  month  of  July, 
1839,  and  it  is  hoped  and  believed  that  their  impressions  were  favora- 
ble, and  that  the  Secretary  will  report  accordingly,  as  by  the  sixth 
section  of  the  act  to  extend  the  benefits  of  instruction  to  the  blind,  he 
is  "  authorized  to  visit  and  inspect  the  New- York  Institution  for  the 


Blind,  in  all  its  departments,  and  to  report  to  the  Legislature  on  such 
matters  and  things,  relating  to  the  interests  of  said  Institution,  as  he 
may  deem  necessary." 

Musical  instruction  continues  to  be  given  with  marked  success.  No 
changes  have  taken  place  in  the  teachers.  Mr.  Reiff,  professor  of  in- 
strumental music,  and  Miss  Lewis,  vocalist,  bestow  much  time  and 
pains  upon  their  pupils,  and  give  satisfaction  to  the  Managers. 

The  manufacturing  department,  for  the  past  year,  has  been  mostly 
confined  to  the  basket  making.  The  amount  of  sales  of  articles 
made  at  the  Institution  in  18-39,  is  less  than  that  of  the  preceding 
year,  being  only  $947.4.3.  This  diminution  is  attributed  to  the  stag- 
nation of  trade,  and  state  of  the  times.  Notwithstanding  there  has 
been  less  bought  and  sold  during  the  year,  the  articles  manufactured 
have  been  of  a  superior  quality,  and  the  department  (small  as  were 
the  sales,)  has  paid  its  own  expenses  and  produced  a  profit. 

At  the  coimmencement  of  1339  there  were  sixty-three  pupils.  Dur- 
ing the  year,  twenty-four  have  been  received,  seventeen  dismissed,  and 
one  has  died,  leaving  sixty-nine  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  1840. 
An  alphabetical  list  is  annexed,  (Document  No.  6.)  of  which  sixty- 
three  are  from  the  State  of  New-York,  one  from  Michigan,  and  five 
from  New-Jersey.  The  vacancies  under  the  law  passed  on  the  18th 
April,  1839,  ha^e  not  been  filled,  and  although  the  blind  are  numer- 
ous in  different  parts  of  the  State,  and  ample  notice  has  been  given, 
applications  have  not  been  made  for  the  bountiful  provisions  enacted 
by  the  Legislature. 

The  inmates  of  the  Institution  have  enjoyed  an  unparalleled  state 
of  health  in  1839,  which  is  more  particularly  set  forth  in  the  report  of 
Dr.  Blakeman,  surgeon  to  the  asylum,  annexed  as  Document  No.  7, 
which  is  respectfully  submitted  as  part  of  this  report. 

It  is  highly  gratifying  to  the  Managers,  to  be  able  to  inform  the  Le- 
gislature that  one  of  the  State  pupils,  whose  time  has  expired,  is  repu- 
tably and  successfully  employed  as  a  teacher  in  the  western  part  of 
the  State.  Another,  whose  period  of  instruction  is  about  to  expire, 
and  who  has  devoted  his  time  to  music,  has  obtained  a  situation  as 
organist  and  leader  of  vocal  music  in  a  church  in  this  city.  A  j'oung 
man  wlio  has  been  a  pay  pupil,  is  on  trial  as  an  organist  in  another 
church  in  New- York,  and  a  female  State  pupil  as  leader  of  the  choir 
in  the  same,  with  flattering  prospects  of  employment.* 

♦Since  tlic  above  was  written,  tlie  pupils  referred  to  have  been  eng-agcd  by  the 
church,  one  as  an  org'anist,  the  other  as  leader  of  the  choir. 


The  operations  in  arithmetic  are  performed  as  explained  in  a  former 
report,  on  a  slate-frame  containing  cavities  for  the  reception  of  types. 
In  the  early  days  of  the  Institution,  these  frames  were  made  of  wood, 
and  were  very  expensive.  As  the  funds  were  then  low,  few  machines 
of  this  kind  were  made,  and  the  slate-frame  or  cyphering-board  was  in 
very  limited  use.  A  great  improvement  was  made  in  the  construction 
of  this  apparatus,  by  Dr.  Howe,  director  of  the  New-England  Asy- 
lum for  the  blind,  in  having  them  cast  in  type-metal,  which  reduced 
the  price  very  much,  and  enabled  that  institution  to  sell  them  for  four 
dollars  a  piece.  We  purchased  a  supply  at  that  price,  and  still  have 
some  in  use.  Mr.  Silas  Jones,  our  superintendent,  conceived  that  he 
could  reduce  the  price  to  a  still  more  reasonable  sum,  considering  it  as 
absolutely  necessary  to  extend  their  use  among  the  blind.  Accord- 
ingly, after  numerous  experiments,  he  consulted  with  INIr.  Le  Foullon, 
of  the  Salamander  works,  in  this  city,  and  the  result  has  been,  that 
slate- frames  made  of  potter's  clay,  baked  and  glazed,  can  be  furnished 
at  that  establishment,  for  from  seventy-five  cents  to  one  dollar  each. 
Such  frames  have  been  in  use  among  our  pupils  for  some  time.  Much 
credit  is  due  to  Mr.  Le  Foullon,  for  the  spirit  with  which  he  entered 
into  the  work  as  an  object  of  benevolence,  the  time  consumed  in  mak- 
ing moulds  and  experiments,  and  his  refusal  to  demand  any  compen- 
sation. 

Music  was  also  attempted  to  be  taught  to  the  blind  by  note,  at  a 
former  period,  by  the  use  of  a  music-board,  which  was  imported  from 
Scotland.  This  board  was  large  and  inconvenient,  the  notes  represent- 
ed by  pegs,  and  the  spaces  wide.  It  was  practicable  to  learn  a  tune 
upon  it,  but  it  was  done  slowly  and  with  difficulty.  This  board  has 
been  laid  aside  for  some  time  past.  In  Philadelphia,  music  has  been 
printed  in  raised  characters,  with  a  trifling  alteration  of  some  of  the 
ordinary  notes,  and  our  pupils  find  no  difficulty  in  reading  them.  For 
practical  and  school  use,  Mr.  Jones  now  writes  music  and  draws  geo- 
metrical figures  on  sheet  lead,  such  as  is  found  lining  boxes  of  tea. 
The  lines,  spaces  and  characters  are  of  the  ordinary  size,  and  being 
impressed  on  one  side  are  raised  on  the  other,  and  are  traced  and  read 
with  facility  by  the  blind.  The  professor  of  music  considers  it  the 
best  plan  that  has  yet  been  employed  to  teach  by  note. 

Geometrical  figures  are  raised  on  thin  lead  in  the  same  way,  and 
Mr.  Hyslop,  our  teacher,  finds  it  a  cheap  and  ready  method  of  multi- 
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plying  figures,  and  giving  a  whole  class  a  greater  facility  of  acquiring 
knowledge  in  this  branch  of  science. 

The  books  belonging  to  the  Institution  have  increased,  by  purchase 
and  donations,  and  now  form  a  considerable  library,  containing  works 
of  all  kinds  that  have  been  printed  in  embossed  characters,  as  well  as 
other  standard  works,  as  text  books  for  oral  instruction. 

The  1-isiting  committee  of  ladies  have  been  very  kind  and  attentive 
to  ihe  wants  and  comforts  of  the  female  pupils,  often  visiting  them, 
encouraging  them  to  perseverance,  attention  to  their  studies,  and  in- 
dustry in  their  occupations  ;  teaching  them  to  knit  and  to  sew,  to  take 
care  of  their  clothes,  and  all  duties  incumbent  upon  the  female  sex. 

In  conclusion,  the  Managers  feel  satisfied  that  the  Institution  is  now 
in  as  prosperous  a  condition  as  it  ever  was,  and  more  capable  of  ad- 
ministering instruction  and  of  conferring  ail  other  advantages  to  the 
blind,  heretofore  contemplated  in  its  establishment. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 
SAMUEL  AKERLY,  President. 
ANSON  G.  PHELPS,     Vice-President. 
GEO.  F.  ALLEN,  Secretary. 

State  of  New- York,        ) 
City  and  County  of  JVew-  York,  ) 

I  hereby  certify,  that  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  February,  1840,  be- 
fore me  personally  appeared  Samuel  Akerly,  to  me  known  to  be  the 
President  of  the  New-York  Institution  for  the  Blind,  and  made  oath 
that  the  matters  and  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  report,  signed  by 
him,  are  true,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  information  and  belief. 

C.  G.  HAVENS, 
Commissioner  of  Deeds, 
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DOCCMEIVT  NO.  3. 

Building-  Fund  of  the  JYeiv-York  Institution  for  the  Blind,  in  account 

luith  Silas  Brown,  Treasurer. 

1839.  DR. 

Dec.  6,  To  cash  paid  order  in  favor  of  L.  Moses,  ^^ $1,400  00 

6,         do  do  I.  W.  Smilii,.,-.         700  00 

31,         do  for  survey, .  10  00 

31,  To  balance  carried  to  new  account,  . ««.- ..^.^,^.     5,442  01 


r,552  01 


1839.  CR. 

Nov.  16,  By  cash  received  of  the  State,^- .,... ..  $5,000  00 

23,  By  cash  transferred  from  account  of  Institution,     2,500  00 
Dec.  31,  By  balance  of  intei  est, ._ -^-..-^ . ^^..  52  01 


$7,552  01 


1839.  Dec.  31,  By  balance  from  old  account,., ...,„  ,«^..  $5,442  01 

SILAS  BROWN,  Treasurer. 


DOCUMENT  No.  3. 

REPORT   or  THE  BUILDING  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Managers  of  the  New-York  Institution  for  the  Blind.  The 
building  committee  respectfully  report  : — 

That  they  have  issued  a  number  of  specifications  for  the  erection  of 
the  main  or  centre  building,  in  conformity  wiih  the  plans  adopted  by 
the  board,  in  the  year  1837  ;  and  by  virtue  of  authority  granted  by  a 
resolution  of  the  board,  on  the  2d  October  last,  this  committee  have 
signed  contracts  with  the  parties  presenting  the  lowest  estimates,  their 
references  having  proved  satisfactory. 

James  W.  Smith  has  contracted  for  carpenter's  work  and  materials, 
for  the  sum  of  $7,750,  and  Lorenzo  Moses  has  contracted  for  mason 
work  and  materials,  (exclusive  of  cut  stone,)  for  the  sum  of  $13,130, 
The  times  of  payment  have  been  arranged  and  agreed  upon,  and  are 
particularly  set  forth  in  copies  of  the  contracts. 

The  agent  of  the  State  Prison  at  Sing-Sing,  has  agreed  to  furnish 
the  cut  stone,  at  prices  as  per  memornndum  hereunto  annexed.  The 
cost  will  be  about  the  sima  of  $5,000,  and  for  which  the  committee 
have  arranged  to  pay  when  the  building  is  completed,  by  giving  a 
draft  on  the  last  payment  coming  from  the  State,  which  will  be  in  the 
year  1841. 

A  cellar  under  one  part  of  the  main  building  has  been  contracted 
for  with  Lorenzo  Moses,  for  the  sum  of  $500. 
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Mr.  Martin  E.  Thompson  has  been  engaged  to  saperintend  the  erec- 
tion of  the  building,  for  llae  s'jm  of  f  500,  which  amount  is  to  cover 
all  the  expenses  of  plans  in  duplicate,  specifications,  contracts,  &;c. 
The  whole  cost  of  the  main  or  centre  building  will  be  as  follows  : — 

Carpenter's  work, -  -  #7^750  00 

Mason's         do      . .- 13,130  00 

do  do     for  cellar, .: 500  00 

Cut  Stone,  about, „- 5,000  00 

Superintendent, ...^ . ....        500  00 

f  26,880  00 

To  which  will  be  added  cost  of  survey,  removing  the  old  building, 
levelling  ground,  pump,  &c.  &c. 

The  committee  further  report :  that  the  cellar  has  been  completed, 
the  foundation  of  the  whole  building  finished,  and  the  first  tier  of 
beams  on.  The  whole  is  coveted  for  the  winter,  and  the  work  will 
be  resumed,  according  to  contract,  early  in  the  spring. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  AKERLY, 
ANSON  G.  PHELPS, 
EDWARD  ROOME, 

Building  Committee, 
Mw-YorJc,  Dec.  31,  1839. 


DOCUITIENT  IVo.  4. 
REPORT    OF    THE    COMMITTEE    ON    SUPPLIES. 

To  the  Managers  of  the  New- York  TnstitutioQ  for  the  BlintJ.  The 
committee  on  supplies  respectfully  report : — 

That  they  have  given  regular  attendance  at  the  Institution,  iipon 
Wednesday  of  each  and  every  week,  throughout  the  past  year,  and 
in  the  discharge  of  their  trust,  have  been  governed  by  the  regulations 
adopted  by  them  in  the  year  1838,  as  fully  detailed  in  their  report  of 
that  year. 

The  amount  drawn  from  the  treasurer,  for  expenses  incurred  by  this 
comaiitlee,  during  the  present  year,  is  $6, 800. .34,  exceeding  that  of 
the  previous  year  in  the  sum  of  $1,139.09.  This  excess  is  caused  by 
the  expenses  of  one  month  more  than  last  year,  (our  report  of  1838 
embracing  only  eleven  months,)  by  the  bills  for  wages  of  matron,  seam- 
stress, gardener  and  servants,  which  have  this  year,  for  the  first  time, 
passed  the  investigation  of  the  committee  on  supplies,  and  froiri  the 
repairs  necessary  to  the  old  building,  and  the  addition  of  a  stairway  to 
the  new  building,  but  the  committee  are  prepared  to  state,  from  actual 
examination,  that  the  cost  of  articles  consumed,  in  proportion  to  the 
inmates  of  the  building,  exceeds  that  of  the  previous  year  only  in  the 
sum  of  $3.88  for  each  person. 
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The  expenses  for  the  year  1839,  by  this  committee  are  as  follows  : 

Cost  of  groceries,  provisions,  fuel,  dry  goods  and  stock  in 
stable,  on  hand  the  31st  Dec.  1838,  per  our  report  of 
that  date, ■ -..- $1,343  73 

Received  from  the  treasurer,  during  1839,  —  — .-_ 6,800  34 


$8,144  07 
Deduct  cost  of  groceries,  provisions,  fuel,  dry  goods  and 
stock  in  stable,  now  on  hand,  per  our  statement  here- 
unto annexed, . = , = .. 1,377  24 


Balance  consumed  and  expended, ^.„.  . . „.  .„,  .  —:,    $6,766  83 

As  follows  : — 

Groceries,   soap,  oil,  milk  &c.  ..  ^1,578  ll 

Provisions,  .. .. .__. .  834  44 

Bread, 995  41 

Dry  goods,  for  clothing  and  bed- 
ding,  _.  756  64 

Medicines, 75  48 

Wood  and  coal, ' 517  85 

Matron,  seamstress,  gardener  and 

servants, 1,01 3  89 

Sundry  expenses, 240  31 

Consumed, |6,012  13 

Bedsteads,  chairs  and  house  keep- 
ing articles, . $285  84 

Repairs    and    staircase   to  new 

building,  ..,..„...  .^ ,-. .  238  32 

Stable  expenses, .  „ -.^ .  230  54 


750  70 
$6,766  83 


The  contracts  made  in  the  year  1838,  by  this  committee,  with 
Charles  Darke,  for  meat,  and  with  William  Menk,  for  baking,  have 
been  continued  the  past  pear,  and  as  the  daily  supplies  of  provisions 
and  bread  are  received  under  the  personal  inspection  of  the  superinten- 
dent, no  conriplaint  can  exist  as  to  quality  ;  and  as  the  committee 
have  not  had  occasion  to  refuse  any  article  from  the  "  list  of  wants," 
prepared  every  week  by  the  superintendent,  it  must  furnish  satisfacto- 
ry evidence  to  the  board  of  Managers,  that  the  pupils  have  every  thing 
necessary. 

The  ladies'  visiting  committee  have  afforded  much  valuable  aid,  by 
their  regular  visits  to  the  Institution,  once  in  each  week,  bestowing  a 
careful  examination  into  the  various  matters  connected  with  the  gener- 
al order  of  all  domestic  arrangements,  the  clothing  of  the  pupils,  and 
the  duties  of  the  matron,  seamstress  and  servants.  They  have  pur- 
chased the  dry  goods,  when  requested  by  the  committee,  and  have  su- 
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perlntended  the  making  of  the  clothing,  but  orders  and  directions  are 
only  given  by  the  committee  on  supplies,  through  the  superintendent, 
as  heretofore. 

EDWARD  ROOME, 
ROBERT  1.  MURRAY, 
ISAAC  WOOD, 

Committee  on  Supplies. 
JVew-Yorh,  Dec.  31,  1839. 


INVENTORY  OF  GROCERIES,  PROVISIONS,  &C.  ON  HAND  31ST  DEC.  1839. 

Groceries. 

1,060  1b.  butter,  at  18  cts..^.« — _  _,  .  ^^™,  — _  ,^190  80 

200  "  brown  Havana  sugar,  at  8|  cts.  .-„.  ,^„  ^„ —  16  50 

38  "  souchong  tea,  at  35  cts .^^ 13  30 

8  gall,  oil,  at  $1   10, ^^ .- ^.^-  8  80 

100     "     molasses,  at  40  cts.  -.„> ....  . .^..^..  40  00 

229  lb.  rice,  at  3i  cts.. > — ■-.  ,.^ 8  01 

1  bbl.  soap, . . .  -^ .  .^^..  -  ...  . — ...  - 1  T5 

Sboxesdo >..^-._» : 24  00 

8i  bush,  beans,. .„...=- .....„..„ 17  00 

5  lb.  starch, „ — ^ „ — = . 50 

250  bush,  potatoes,..., ....=...„..-. 101   00 

100  lb.  coffee,.  „-..„,  ....^ „^.„.  ... , 11   00 

30  gall,  vinegar, „. .,.- . ^..-  .v. .-  -  4  00 

100  lbs.  codfish, ..__  ....^^  ..„.- ^ 3  75 


$440  41 


Provisions. 
130  lb.  pork, „. „,,  .,...—  .-.-.»»  .^. 12  00 

Dry  Goods. 

Brownsheetings,700yards,  at  10    cts..-.^-..  ^70  00 

Bkie  satinett,           40     do         55     cts 22  00 

Linings,  1  piece,     30     do           8     cts 2  40 

Calico,                    110     do         121  cts. 13  75 

Plaid  shawls,  11,  at  |3,  ..,__.  ._,„..«.. .  33  00 


141   15 

9  bbls.  flour  at  bakers,.-*.-^  ..,.--- ..- .- 57  00 

Fuel. 

10  tons  red  ash  coal,  cost  delivered  ^7.50,  ^75  00 
50  "  Lehigh,  $4.75  per  ton  of  2,240  lb.  237  50 
30  loads  pine  and  oak  wood,  $2.50, . .. 75  00 

387  50 

Carried  for  ward,  «E«  ,«^«  ^0.^1  h^3«  . .  .^^^  -  -.  •  1,148  06 
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Brought  forward, ..«, -, „^ — -»„  1,148  06 

Stable. 

Wa^on  $100,  cart  $6,  from  inventory  of  31st 

Dec.  1S38, $1 06  00 

Carriage,  purchased  this  year, 175  00 

lOS'bush.  oats, 48  60 

200  bundles  straw, . .  „.. . ^.  5  26 

6001b.  hay,. ,..^^^,.„,, 4  32 


339  18 


;i,377  24 


Jiew-York,  31st  Dec.  1839. 


DOCUMENT  No.  5. 

REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    INSTRUCTION. 

To  the  Managers  of  the  New-York  Institution  for  the  Blind.  The 
committee  on  instruction,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty  respectfully  report : — 

That  the  department  under  the  supervision  of  this  committee,  has 
been  conducted  much  to  their  satisfaction  during  the  past  jear.  The 
studies  previously  attended  to  being  still  successfully  pursued  by  the 
pupils,  and  new  branches  of  instruction  having  been  introduced. 

The  former  teacher,  Mr.  William  Boggs,  much  to  the  regret  of  your 
committee,  in  April  last  left  the  Institution,  having  been  invited  to  ac- 
cept a  more  advantageous  situation  elsewhere.  Your  committee  feel 
it  a  duty  and  a  pleasure,  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  their 
high  opinion  of  Mr.  Boggs,  and  of  acknowledging  the  indebtedness  of 
the  institution  to  his  patience,  intelligence  and  perseverance,  for  the 
high  character  of  its  school.  To  supply  the  vacancy  caused  by  the 
departure  of  Mr.  Boggs,  your  committee  engaged  Mr.  James  Hyslop, 
who  has  devoted  himself  to  his  duties  with  great  zeal  and  success,  and 
appears  well  qualified  to  carry  on  the  work  which  his  predecessor  had 
so  well  begun. 

The  studies  pursued  during  the  past  year  are. 

Spelling,  with  definitions. 

Reading  books  printed  with  raised  characters. 

Arithmetic,  mental. 

do         with  use  of  slate-frames  and  types. 
Geography. 
Grammar. 
Algebra. 

History,  "i 

Biography,  >  from  standard  works  read  aloud  to  the  pupils. 

Miscellaneous,     J 
Moral  philosophy,      "j 

Chemistry,  V  taught  by  oral  lectures. 

Natural  philosophy,  ) 
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The  progress  of  the  pupils  in  these  several  branches,  has  been  satis- 
factory to  your  committee. 

The  subject  of  printing  for  the  blind  has  not  been  forgotten  by  your 
committee,  but  the  contracted  resources  of  the  Institution  have  pre- 
vented your  committee  from  taking  any  steps  towards  introducing 
printing  into  the  Institution.  Your  committee  are,  however,  acquiring 
information  which  will  be  important,  whenever  the  aid  of  the  State,  or 
the  benevolence  of  our  fellow  citizens,  shall  enable  the  Institution  to  do 
what  it  ought  in  the  important  work  of  furnishing  libraries  for  the  blind. 
The  annexed  statement  will  furnish  the  board  with  detailed  informa- 
tion as  to  the  state  of  the  school,  the  number  of  studies,  the  division 
of  classes,  and  such  other  matters,  and  will  show  the  state  of  the  de- 
partment under  the  supervision  of  this  committee. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
GEO.  F.  ALLEN, 
JOSEPH  C.  HART, 
P.  A.  SCHERMERHORN, 

Committee  on  Instruction, 

Statement  referred  to  in  the  preceding  Report. 

The  exercises  of  the  school  commence  at  half  past  six,  before  break- 
fast. The  first  class  occupies  the  time  from  half  past  six  to  seven. — 
This  class  commenced  Colburn's  algebra  about  a  year  since,  during 
which  time  they  have  acquired  as  thorough  a  knowledge  of  their  text- 
book, as  seeing  pupils  usually  do  in  the  same  time.  They  will,  in  a 
few  weeks,  commence  Day's  algebra  as  a  text-book,  in  place  of  Col- 
burn.     This  class  consists  of  four  boys  : — 

Patrick  Lane,  Michael  McGuire, 

Henry  Beebe,  Charles  R.  Coe. 

After  breakfast  and  chapel  service,  which  occupies  the  hour  from 
half  past  seven  to  half  past  eight,  Mr.  Jones  instructs  a  class  in  logic 
and  physiology :  he  is  engaged  one  hour.  The  class  contains  2]  pu- 
pils, viz : — 

Charles  O'Connor,  Robert  Murphy, 

Patrick  Lane,  David  Trumbull, 

Francis  Monyea,  Sherlock  F.  Black, 

Michael  McGuire,  Mary  Mattocks, 

Michael  Henright,  Frances  J.  Crosby, 

Henry  Beebe,  Sarah  Ann  Crocheron, 

George  Hoyt,  Josephine  Marius, 

John  Bafement,  AHce  Holmes, 

William  H.  Barrow,  Cynthia  Bullock, 

Charles  R.  Coe,  Dafney  Giles. 
Robert  Elder, 

The  first  grammar  class  is  engaged  a  half  hour,  three  days  in  each 
week,  from  half  past  nine  to  ten.  They  are  now  parsing  from  Young's 
Night-thoughts  :  text  book  Goold  Brown. 


16 


Charles  O'Connor, 
Patrick  Lane, 
Francis  Monyea, 
Michael  McGuire, 
Michael  Henright, 
Henry  Beebe, 
George  Beebe, 
Robert  Cunningham, 
George  Hoyt, 
"William  H.  Barrow, 
Charles  R.  Coe. 
Andrew  I.  Parker, 
Willard  G.  Yates, 
Peter  Rutan, 
Alice  Holmes, 


Daniel  0.  Smith, 
Ann  Smith, 
Cynthia  Bullock, 
Mary  Mattocks, 
Frances  J.  Crosby, 
Catharine  Kennedy, 
Robert  Elder, 
Richard  Scaret, 
Sarah  Ann  Crocheron, 
Phebe  Salyer, 
Caroline  Salyer, 
Josephine  Marius, 
Emeline  E.  Brown, 
Cordelia  Hughs, 
Mary  Ann  Galluly, 


The  following  class  is  employed  in  arithmetic  from  half  past  nine  to 
half  past  ten.  The  last  class  occupies  a  half  hour  of  their  time,  three 
days  in  a  week.     They  are  not  confined  to  any  particular  author. 

Charles  O'Connor,  George  Hoyt, 

Patrick  Lane,  John  Bateman, 

Michael  McGuire,  William  H.  Barrow, 

Michael  Henright,  Charles  R.  Coe, 

Francis  Monyea,  Daniel  O.  Smith, 

Henry  Beebe,  Ann  Smith, 

Robert  Cunningham,  Josephine  Marius. 
Alice  Holmes, 

The  first  class  in  Olney's  geography,  recites  from  half  past  ten  to 
eleven.  The  progress  which  this  class  has  recently  made,  has  been 
very  satisfactory.  With  the  aid  of  an  embossed  globe,  with  which 
they  will  probably  soon  be  furnished,  they  will  acquire  geography  with 
as  much  ease  as  seeing  pupils.     The  members  of  this  class  are. 


Charles  O'Connor, 
Patrick  Lane, 
Francis  Monyea, 
Michael  McGuire, 
Michael  Henright, 
Henry  Beebe, 
George  Beebe, 
Robert  Cunningham, 
George  Hoyt, 
.John  Bateman, 
William  H.  Barrow, 
Charles  R.  Coe, 
Andrew  I.  Parker. 
John  W.  Hendricks, 
Daniel  0.  Smith, 


Ann  Smith, 
Cynthia  Bullock, 
Catharine  Kennedy, 
Mary  Mattocks, 
Sarah  Spencer, 
Frances  J.  Crosby, 
Sarah  Ann  Crocheron, 
Phebe  Salyer, 
Caroline  Salyer, 
Josephine  Marius, 
Mary  Ann  Kingsland, 
Cordelia  Hughes, 
Alice  Holmes, 
Emeline  E.  Brown, 
Mary  Ann  Galluly. 


The  next  half  hour  is  occupied,  on  alternate  days,  by  chemistry  and 
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geometry.  The  chemistry  class  has  become  familiar  with  the  nature 
of  the  imponderables,  the  laws  of  composition  and  decomposition,  and 
the  history  of  the  non-metallic  substances.  They  are  now  upon  the 
metals :  lext-book,  Turner's  Chemistry.  The  following  are  the  names 
of  the  members  of  this  class ; 


Charles  O'Connor, 
Patrick  Lane, 
Francis  Monyea, 
Michael  McGurie, 
Michael  Hen  light, 
Henr}'  Beebe, 
Robert  Cunningham, 
George  Hoyt, 
John  Batement, 
William  H.  Barrow, 
Charles  R.  Coe, 
Andrew  I.  Parker, 
John  W.  Hendricks, 


Daniel  O.  Smith, 
Ann  Smith, 
Cynthia  Bullock, 
Catharine  Kennedy, 
Mary  Mattocks, 
Frances  J.  Crosby, 
Sarah  Ann  Crocheron, 
Phebe  Sal_yer, 
Josephine  Marius, 
Mary  Ann  Kingsland, 
Alice  Holmes, 
Dafney  Giles, 
Cordelia  Huffhes. 


The  geometry  class  is  taught  from  diagrams  raised  on  sheet  lead. — 
Each  member  of  the  class  must  necessarily  be  taught  separately  ; 
their  progress  is  consequently  rather  slow.  This,  however,  is  in  a 
great  measure  compensated  by  the  certainty  with  which  they  retain 
what  they  have  once  committed.     The  members  of  this  class  are, 

Charles  O'Connor,  George  Hoyt, 

Michael  McGuire,  John  Batemen, 

Michael  Henright,  Charles  R.  Coe. 

Writing  occupies  the  last  half  hour  of  the  forenoon.  This  class 
"was  formed  about  two  months  since.  Several  of  its  members  already 
write  a  very  neat,  legible  hand. 


Charles  O'Connor, 
Patrick  Lane, 
Francis  Monyea, 
Michael  McGuire, 
Michael  Henright, 
Henry  Beebe, 
George  Hoyt, 
Charles  R.  Coe, 
Daniel  O.  Smith, 


Ann  Smith, 
Cynthia  Bullock, 
Catharine  Kennedy, 
Mary  Mattocks, 
Frances  J.  Crosby, 
Josephine  Marius, 
Mary  Ann  Kingsland, 
Alice  Elolmes, 
Dafney  Giles. 


Whilst  this  class  is  writing,  the  following  pupils  receive  instruction 
in  grammar,  from  one  of  the  first  grammiar  class  : 


David  E.  Renoud, 
Henry  Andrews, 
William  Smith, 
Willard  G.  Yates, 
Edwin  Dickey, 
William  H.  Saffen, 
James  Bronson, 


David  Trumbull, 
Orin  Wiser, 
Solomon  L.  Doolittle, 
Allen  S.  Goodrich, 
Andrew  L  Parker, 
Nancy  Hills, 
Cordelia  Hughes, 
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Peter  Rutan, 
Robert  Murphy, 
John  L.  Truax, 
Richard  Sraret, 
Overfield  Hewitt, 
'Charles  F.   Wardwell, 
Joseph  H.  Chadsej, 
James  Doud, 
Matthias  B.  Thorn, 
Henry  Van  Awnin, 
Emeline  E.  Brown, 


Alicia  Ann  McBurney, 
Elenor  Peck, 
Christiana  E.  Doud, 
Dafney  Giles, 
Lousia  Mowry, 
Sarah  Spencer, 
Sarah  Ann  Crocheron, 
Phebe  Salyer, 
Mary  Ann  Galluly, 
Caroline  Salyer. 


The  afternoon  school  commences  at  one  o'clock.  The  second  arith- 
metic class  is  engaged  from  one  to  two.  The  younger  members  are 
assisted  by  some  of  the  more  advanced  pupils  of  the  first  arithmetic 
class.  They  commenced  Willett's  arithmetic  the  former  part  of  last 
summer,  and  are  now  about  commencing  the  rule  of  three.  The 
members  of  this  class  are. 


George  Beebe, 
David  E.  Renoud, 
Andrew  I.  Parker, 
Willard  G.  Yates, 
William  H.  SaiFen, 
Peter  Rutan, 
Robert  Elder, 
Robert  Murphy, 

The  following  class  is  exercised 
ling  and  geography  : 
William  Barrow, 
William  Dunlap, 
Henry  Andrews, 
Andrew  1.  Parker, 
WilUam  Smith, 
Willard  G.  Yates, 
Edwin  Dickey, 
William  H.  SafFen, 
James  Bronson, 
Peter  Rutan, 
Robert  Elder, 
John  O'Brien, 
Robert  Murphy, 
John  L.  Truax, 
Richard  Scaret, 
Overfield  Hewit, 
Charles  C.  Wardwell, 
Joseph  H.  Chadsey, 
James  Doud, 
Matthias  B.  Thorn, 
Henry  Van  Awnin, 
Harriet  Smith, 


John  L.  Truax, 
Richard  Scaret, 
Overfield  Hewit, 
Daniel  O.  Smith, 
Phebe  Salyer, 
Emeline  E.  Brov/n, 
Caroline  Salyer, 
Mary  Ann  Galluly. 

from  two  to  half  past  two  in  spel- 

Orin  Wiser, 
Solomon  L.  Doolittle, 
Allen  S.  Goodrich, 
Frances  J.  Crosby, 
Nancy  Hills, 
Phebe  Salyer, 
Caroline  Salyer, 
Mary  Ann  Kingsland, 
Emeline  E.  Brown, 
Cordelia  Hughes, 
Alice  Holmes, 
Mary  Ann  Galluly, 
Alicia  Ann  McBurney, 
Isabella  C.  Radly, 
Elenor  Peck, 
Christiana  Doud, 
Dafney  Giles, 
Jane  Hill, 

Julia  Ann  Jemison, 
David  Trumbull, 
Lousia  Mowry. 
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The  reading  classes  are  eight  in  number  :  they  occupy  the  last  hour 
of  the  afternoon.  After  the  pupils  of  the  more  advanced  classes  have 
read,  they  act  as  monitors  to  others.  The  aggregate  of  the  pupils  in 
these  classes  is  41,  viz  ; — 


David  E.  Renoud, 
Henry  Andrews, 
Andrew  I.  Parker, 
Wm.  Smith, 
Willard  G.  Yates, 
Edwin  Dickey, 
Wm.  H.  Salfen, 
James  Bronson, 
Peter  Rutan, 
Robert  Elder, 
Robert  Murphy, 
John  L.  Truax. 
Richard  Scaret, 
Overfield  Hewit, 
Charles  C.  Ward  well, 
Joseph  H.  Chadsey, 
James  Doud, 
Matthias  B.  Thorn, 
Henry  Van  Awnin, 
David  Trumbull, 
Jane  Hill, 


Orin  Wiser, 
Solomon  L.  Doolittle, 
Allen  S.  Goodrich, 
David  O.  Smith, 
Nancy  Hills, 
Phebe  Salyer. 
Caroline  Salyer, 
Josephine  Marius, 
Mary  Ann  Kingsland, 
Cordelia  Hughes, 
Alice  Holmes, 
Mary  Ann  Galluly, 
Alicia  Ann  McBurney, 
Isabella  C.  Radley, 
Elenor  Peck, 
Christiana  Doud, 
Dafney  Giles, 
Julia  Ann  Jemison, 
Louisa  Mowry, 
Harriet  Smith. 


'Several  daily  papers  are  read  to  the  pupils  during  recess  at  noon. — 
The  miscellaneous  reading  in  the  evening  occupies  the  hour  from  six 
to  seven.  During  the  last  year,  RoUin's  Ancient  History  has  been 
read.     Russel's  Modern  Europe  is  now  being  read. 


DOCUMENT  No.  6. 

ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  PUPILS 

Remaining  in  the  JVew-  Vo7-k  Institution  for  the  Blind  on 
1st  Jan.  1840. 


1.  Henry  Andrews, 

2.  Henry  Van  Awnin, 

3.  Henry  Beebe, 

4.  George  Beebe, 

5.  Cynthia  Bullock, 

6.  Alicia  A.  McBurney, 

7.  Sherlock  F.  Black, 

8.  John  Bateman, 

9.  Wm.  H.  Barrow, 

10.  Emeline  E.  Brown, 

11.  James  Bronson, 

12.  John  O'Brian, 


36.  Julia  A.  Jemison, 

37.  Catharine  Kennedy, 

38.  Mary  A.  Kingsland, 

39.  Patrick  Lane, 

40.  James  Lambert, 

41.  Francis  Moi:;3'ea, 

42.  Michael  McGuire, 

43.  Mary  Mattocks, 

44.  Robert  Murphy, 

45.  Josephine  Marius, 

46.  Louisa  Mowry, 

47.  Bartholomew  McGlown, 
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13.  Frances  I.  Crosby, 

14.  Sarah  A.  Crocheron, 

15.  Charles  R.  Coe, 

16.  Robert  Cunningham, 
1,7.  Owen  Corbit, 

18.  Joseph  H.  Chadsey, 

19.  Win.  Dunlap, 

20.  E'lwin  Dickey, 

21.  James  Doud, 

22.  Christicina  E.  Dowd, 

23.  Solomon  L.  Doolittle, 

24.  Robert  Elder, 

25.  Mary  Ann  Galluly, 

26.  Dafnev  Giles, 

27.  Allen  S.Goodrich, 

28.  Michael  Henright, 

29.  George  A.  Hoyt, 

30.  Nancy  Hills, 

31.  John  W   Hendricks, 

32.  Cordelia  Hughes, 

33.  Alice  Holmes, 

34.  Overfield  Hewit, 

35.  Jane  Hill, 


48.  Charles  O'Connor, 

49.  Andrew  J.  Parker, 

50.  ElenorPeck, 

51.  David  E.  Renoud, 

52.  Peter  Ruian, 

53.  Isabella  C.  Radley, 

54.  Sarah  Spencer, 

55.  Wm.  H.  SafFen, 

56.  Phebe  C.  Salyer, 

57.  Caroline  Salyer, 

58.  Ann  Smith, 

59.  Wm.  Smith, 

60.  Daniel  O.  Smith, 

61.  Harriet  Smith, 

62.  Richard  Scaret, 

63.  John  L.  Truax, 

64.  Matthias  B.  Thorn, 

65.  David  Trumbull, 

66.  Elizabeth  Westgate, 

67.  Charles  C.  Wardwell, 

68.  Orin  Wiser, 

69.  WiUard  G.  Yates. 

SILAS  JONES,  Superintendent 


BOCUMEIVT  No.  7. 

surgeon's  report. 

To  Samuel  Akerly,  M.  D.  President  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  New- York  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind. 

Another  year  has  rolled  away  and  brought  us  to  its  close,  and  the 
surgeon  of  the  Institution  presents  his  second  annual  report. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  unparalleled  health  among  the  pupils, 
and  I  feel  it  to  be  not  less  our  duly  than  our  privilege,  to  give  thanks 
to  the  Lord  for  his  goodness  to  us,  and  with  grateful  hearts  acknow- 
ledge our  dependence  on  hirn  for  this  and  all  other  blessings. 

No  exertions  have  been  wanting  on  the  part  of  the  committee  on 
supplies,  (under  whose  supervision  it  came,)  in  providing  for  and  pro- 
moting the  comfort  and  health,  by  cleanliness  and  ventilation  &c.  and 
these,  in  conjunction  with  judicious  and  proper  regulations  by  the  su- 
perintendent, as  regards  diet,  and  exercise  in  the  open  air  as  much  as 
possible,  have  combined  to  improve  the  health  of  the  pupils  over  any 
former  year. 

It  is  a  source  of  great  satisfaction  to  the  surgeon  to  be  able  to  state, 
that  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  year,  there  has  not  been 
a  death  from  any  acute  disease,  and  no  disease  endangering  life  has 
appeared  among  the  pupils. 

In  September,  we  lost  a  child  from  pulmonary  consumption,  which 
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she  brought  to  the  Institution.  She  was  an  orphan,  having  lost  both 
her  parents  with  the  same  disease. 

Although  no  disease  endangering  life  had  prevailed  among  the  chil- 
dren of  the  Institution,  it  was  visited,  about  the  first  of  July,  by  a  mild 
form  of  dysentery.  Four  of  the  pupils  were  attacked  about  the  same 
time,  as  also  some  other  inmates  of  the  house,  but  it  soon  yielded  to 
proper  treatment,  and  the  disease  spread  no  further. 

Small  pox  has  been  kept  out  by  re-vaccination  of  every  pupil  when 
admitted. 

No  child  has  been  confined  to  the  sick-room  longer  than  twenty- 
four  hours  at  a  time,  since  July,  except  one,  with  charae,  within  a  few 
days  past,  and  who,  I  am  happy  to  state,  is  fast  recovering. 

Though  scarlet  fever,  measles,  small  pox,  whooping  cough,  die. 
have  prevailed  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Institution,  not  a  single  case 
of  either  disease  has  appeared  among  the  inmates  of  the  house,  and 
we  cannot  but  feel  grateful  to  our  Heavenly  Father  for  his  protecting 
care  over  us. 

Several  pupils  have  left  the  Institution  in  the  course  of  the  year, 
having  been  improved  so  far  as  to  be  able  to  work  by  sight. 

At  this  time  the  children  areenjoj'ing  good  health  ;  but  a  single  pa- 
tient in  the  sick  room,  and  but  few  under  treatment. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  desire  to  express  my  obligations  to  Doct. 
Isaac  Wood,  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors,  for  his  kindness  in 
giving  advice  when  necessary. 

WILLIAM  N.  BLAKEMAN,  M.  D. 

JYo.  193  Bleecker- Street. 
Mw-York,  Dec.  ZOth  1839. 


ANNUAL    REPORT 

Of  ihe  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  concerning  the  Institutions 
for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind. 


TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW-YORK, 

Office  of  Superintendent  op  Common  Schools,    > 

February  17,  1840.  J 

By  the  provisions  of  various  statutes  the  Superintenrlent  is  required 
to  visit  the  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  and  that  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  in  the  same  city,  and 
to  make  an  annual  report  to  ihe  Legislature,  particularly  as  to  the 
condition  of  the  schools,  the  improvement  of  the  pupils,  and  their 
treatment  in  respect  to  board  and  lodging ;  and  to  aid  him  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties,  he  is  authorized  to  appoint  visiters  of  the 
schools.* 

INSTITUTION    FOR    THE    INSTRUCTION    OF    THE    BLIND. 

The  Managers  of  this  Institution,  are  authorized  by  existing  laws, 
to  receive  sixteen  pupils,  between  eight  and  twenty-five  years  of  age, 
from  each  senate  district,  to  be  boarded  and  educated  at  the  expense  of 
the  State,  at  the  same  price  as  those  in  the  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb,  for  the  same  length  of  time,  with  the  like  power  of  extending 
it,  and  to  be  selected  in  the  same  manner.  By  chap.  316  of  the  laws 
of  1834,  they  were  first  authorized  to  receive  pupils,  and  the  number 
was  then  limited  to  four.  By  chap.  226  of  the  laws  of  1836,  the  ad- 
ditional number  of  four  was  authorized  to  be  received,  making  sixty- 
four  in  the  whole  ;  and  the  number  continued  the  same  until  in  1839, 
the  Legislature  authorized  eight  additional  pupils  to  be  received,  mak- 
ing 128  in  the  whole  ;  and  at  the  same  time,  the  Institution  was  made 
subject  to  the  visitation  of  the  Superintendent.  In  the  annual  report 
of  the  Managers,  made  to  the  Legislature  of  1839,  the  number  of  pu- 
pils, supported  by  the  State,  was  returned  as  58.  On  the  31st  of 
December  last,  there  were  59  supported  by  the  State.  Their  names, 
and  the  district  from  which  they  were  selected,  are  given  in  the  annex- 
ed statement,  B.  Seventeen  of  these,  were  selected  by  the  present 
Superintendent,  since  the  passage  of  chap.  200,  of  the  laws  of  1839; 
Two  had  been  previously  received  during  the  year,  making  19  in  the 
whole.  Fourteen  State  pupils,  have  left  the  Institution  during  the 
year.       Immediately  after  the  passage  of  the  law  of  the  last  session, 


*  That  portion  of  the  report  which  rclatca  to  the  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  is  omitted. 
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notices  were  published  extensively  throughout  the  State,  inviting  ap- 
plications, and  those  notices  were  subsequently  renewed  in  the  sum- 
mer, and  the  clergymen  of  all  denominations,  throughout  the  State, 
were  particularly  invited,  to  seek  out  the  indigent  blind,  and  make 
known  to  their  friends  the  provision  made  for  them  by  the  Legislature. 
Every  applicant  coming  within  the  requirements  of  the  laws,  was  re- 
ceived ;  and  yet  it  will  be  perceived,  that  there  has  been  an  increase  of 
only  one,  over  the  number  of  State  pupils  at  the  close  of  the  last  year. 
Either  the  number  of  blind  is  less  than  supposed,  or  their  friends  are 
ignorant  of  tho  opportunity  provided  for  their  instruction,  or  unwilling 
to  benefit  by  it. 

The  Institution  was  visited  during  the  last  summer  by  the  Superin- 
tendent and  the  visiters  who  accompanied  him  to  the  Institution  of  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb.  The  visit  was  unexpected,  and  was  made  while  a 
number  of  the  pupils  were  absent.  It  was  intended  to  renew  it,  but 
a  pressure  of  other  public  duties  prevented.  Suihcient  opportunit3'  was 
given,  however,  to  inspect  the  estabhshment,  and  become  acquauited 
with  its  arrangements,  and  the  system  of  instruction.  The  site  for 
the  buildings  of  this  institution,  is,  if  possible,  more  pleasant  and  salu- 
brious, than  that  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb.  The  new  building  contem- 
plated to  be  erected  by  the  act  of  1S39,  and  for  which  $15,000  was 
appropriated,  to  be  applied  when  $10,000  should  be  otherwise  raised, 
had  not  yet  been  commenced.  The  present  wooden  building  is  com- 
modious, and  the  apartments  spacious,  and  were  in  good  order.  The 
children  were  healthy,  and  appeared  to  be  happy.  They  are  com- 
fortably boarded  and  lodged,  and  are  treated  with  affectionate  kindness. 
They  were  examined  in  the  school-room  in  reading,  arithmetic  and 
English  grammar.  Their  improvement  in  the  two  latter  branches, 
was  greater  than  is  usual  with  children  of  the  same  age,  having  the 
full  use  of  their  eyes.  Indeed,  the  proficiency  of  some  of  them  in 
arithmetic  and  algebra,  was  surprising.  For  more  detailed,  and 
minute  observations,  reference  is  made  to  the  accompanying  report  of 
the  visiters.  Most,  if  not  all  the  pupils,  are  instructed  in  vocal  and 
instrumental  music,  and  many  of  them  are  excellent  performers. 
The  females  are  taught  plain  sewing  and  knitting  ;  the  boys  are  in- 
structed in  the  making  of  willow  work,  in  plaiting  straw  and  weaving. 
Many,  if  not  all  of  them,  will  thus  be  enabled  to  earn  an  honest  liveli- 
hood as  musicians,  teaching  or  playing  upon  the  organ,  the  piano  and 
wind  instruments,  or  in  making  from  willow  and  straw,  various  useful 
and  ornamental  articles. 

The  Superintendent  is  satisfied,  that  the  munificence  of  the  Legisla- 
ture towards  this  excellent  charitj^,  has  been  judiciously  applied  ;  that 
the  institution  is  well  conducted  in  all  respects,  and  that  it  has  been 
eminently  successful. 

JOHN  C.  SPENCER, 

Superintendent  of  Common  Schools. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  VISITERS, 
Relative  to  the  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the   Blind. 


Having  completed  the  examination  at  the  Institution  for  the 
instruction  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  the  undersigned  proceeded  to  visit 
the  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

As  however  the  regular  term  of  instruction  had  closed,  and  the 
Principal  left  the  Institution,  the  examinations  held  here,  were  less 
full  and  formal,  than  at  the  Institution  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb.  Still 
every  opportunity  was  afforded,  and  every  facility  furnished,  which  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  visit  was  made  admilted,  for  enabling 
the  visiters  fully  to  ascertain  the  progress  of  the  pupils,  and  the  con- 
dition of  the  Institution. 

Strictly  speaking,  as  the  undersigned  have  been  informed,  there  are 
no  classes  here,  in  the  sense  that  term  is  elsewhere  used.  On  the  con- 
trary the  pupils  are  differently  grouped  together  in  different  studies  ; 
and  always  in  such  manner  as  to  facilitate  the  giving  instruction  to 
the  greatest  number,  in  the  same  branch  at  the  same  lime. 

Those  departments  in  which  examinations  were  had  on  this  occa- 
sion, were  reading,  grammar,  geography,  arithmetic,  geometry  and 
algebra.  These  examinations  were  conducted  in  part,  by  the  under- 
signed, and  in  part  by  Mr.  Hyslop,  who  remained  during  the  absence 
of  the  Principal,  in  charge  of  the  Institution  ;  and  who  is  the  only 
regular  additional  instructor,  at  present  employed  in  these  departments. 
The  more  advanced  pupils  however  act  as  occafional  assistants. 

The  results  of  the  examination  had  on  this  occasion,  especially  con- 
sidering the  unexpectedness  of  this  visit,  and  the  circumstances  under 
which  it  was  made,  were  indeed  highly  cj( editable,  and  creditable  alike 
both  to  the  tea<'-hers  and  the  taught. 

The  reading,  of  which  numerous  specimens  were  given,  was  ac- 
complished by  passing  the  fingers,  line  byline  over  the  page,  on  which 
the  text  had  been  embossed.  The  accuracy  and  propriety  with  which 
many  read,  were  highly  gratifying.  While  the  fluency  and  emphasis 
of  some  appeared  truly  wonderful,  especially  to  those  of  us  who  had 
not  before  witnessed  the  exceeding  delicacy  and  discrimination  of 
touch  acquired  by  those  who  from  infancy  have  been  deprived  of 
sight. 

The  attainments  of  the  pupils  examined  in  English  grammar  and 
geography  were  very  respectable ;  and  exceeded,  especially  in  pre- 
cision and  accuracy,  what  is  usually  met  with  in  the  best  instructed 
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schools :  the  examinations  in  arithmetic  and  geometry,  also  were  en- 
tirely satisfactory,  and  in  algebra  deserving  of  the  highest  commenda- 
tion. 

The  undersigned  were  particularly  struck  with  the  precision  of  the 
ideas  of  these  blind  pupils.  The  boundary  of  their  attainments  ap- 
peared to  be  well  defined  ;  what  they  knew,  they  knew  thoroughly. 
Their  field  of  mental  vision  too,  especially  among  those  who  had 
been  but  a  short  time  in  the  institution,  was  much  more  extended 
than  that  of  those  in  the  same  standing,  in  the  Institution  of  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  much  more  extended  than  the  undersigned, 
coming  as  they  did  from  an  examination  in  that  Institution,  were  pre- 
pared to  expect. 

This  diflference  of  attainment  between  the  pupils  in  the  first  stages 
of  their  education,  in  the  two  institutions,  filled  those  of  the  under- 
signed who  had  not  previously  visited  the  latter  institution  with  sur- 
prise.  Nor  was  it  diminished  till  this  circumstance  forced  on  their 
notice  the  fact  already  alluded  to,  to  wit,  that  the  pupils  entering  the 
one  Institution,  have  an  entire  new  language  to  acquire  before  they 
can  communicate  with  one  another ;  or  with  those  who  are  to  become 
their  future  instructors  in  the  acquishion  of  the  knowledge  of  other 
things.  Whereas  those  entering  the  other  institution  not  only  bring 
with  them  more  knowledge  at  the  outset,  but  bring  along  with  them 
also,  the  whole  requisite  apparatus  for  entering  at  once  on  the  acqui- 
sition of  further  knowledge,  without  being  delayed,  by  going  through 
the  previous  slow  and  tedious  process,  of  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  a 
whole  system  of  signs,  and  of  signs  for  the  most  part  unmeaning  and 
arbitrary. 

It  is  this  circumstance  which  so  greatly  retards  the  early  progress  of 
those  entering  the  Institution  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  accounts  for 
the  surprising  difference  of  attainment  between  the  highest  and  all  the 
lower  classes  in  that  Institution,  a  difference  not  perceived  to  exist  in 
any  corresponding  degree,  between  the  corresponding  classes  in  the 
Institution  for  the  Blind. 

After  the  foregoing  examinations  in  reading,  grammar,  geography, 
arithmetic,  geometry  and  algebra,  were  completed,  the  undersigned 
were  entertained  by  the  choir,  with  the  performance  of  a  number  of 
pieces  of  sacred  music,  in  the  chapel,  in  which  the  organ  was  played 
with  apparent  skill,  by  one  of  the  pupils.  To  this  succeeded  the  per- 
formance of  sundry  pieces  of  secular  music  by  the  band,  which  con- 
sists of  eleven  performers. 

This  band'  perform,  as  the  undersigned  have  been  informed,  about 
fifty  pieces,  some  of  which  are  of  the  most  complicated  character,  and 
very  difficult  of  execution. 

The  undersigned  do  not  profess  to  be  qualified  for  judging  of  the 
merit  of  these  performances,  considered  scientifically,  but  their  influ- 
ence at  the  time  was  peculiarly  soothing  iind  refreshing,  and  tended  to 
alleviate  the  melancholy  which  a  sense  of  the  deep  deprivation  of  sight, 
apparent  on  every  side,  had  previously  brought  upon  the  mind. 

In  the  musical  department,  Mr.  Anthony  Reiff  is  the  professor,  and 
Miss  Lewis,  a  vocalist,  acts  as  his  assistant,  in  the  instruction  of  fe- 
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males :  both  of  whom  are  aided  occasionally  by  the  more  advanced 
pupils. 

The  choir,  as  the  undersigned  have  been  informed,  consists  of  fif- 
,  teen  vocalists  of  both  sexes.    Twenty-five  of  the  pupils  play  the  piano, 
and  fourteen  the  organ  ;  twelve  of  whom  are  qualified  to  perform  in 
churches,  and  one  is  already  so  employed. 

In  the  mechanical  department,  Mr.  Horn  is  the  only  teacher.  Eigh- 
teen or  twenty  are  engaged  in  learning  trades  ;  that  is;  in  making  v.'il- 
low  ware  and  grass  mats. 

The  manner  of  instruction,  adopted  in  the  Institution,  is  said  to  be 
intended,  and  seems  to  be  well  calculated,  to  impart  to  all,  such  gener- 
al instruction  as  all  require,  and  to  each,  such  special  instruction  as  is 
suited  to  the  peculiar  taste,  and  talent,  and  wants,  and  present  circum- 
stances and  future  prospects  of  each. 

The  variety  of  pursuits  in  which  the  pupils  are  daily  employed,  ren- 
der recreation  less  necessary  than  in  ordinary  schools  ;  and  hence  the 
hours  of  regular  occupation  admit  of  being  increased,  without  the  ha- 
zard of  injury  to  the  pupils.  Of  this  circumstance,  the  intellisjent  in- 
structors seem  fully  to  have  availed  themselves,  so  that  each  hour  of 
the  day  may  almost  be  said  to  be  an  hour  of  business. 

In  every  department,  the  instruction  given,  is  for  the  most  part  oral. 
A  text  book  is  sometimes  used,  and  comments  made  thereon.  Some- 
times public  documents,  sometimes  reviews,  and  sometimes  original 
lectures  are  read  aloud.  Newspapei's  are  daily  read  after  dinner,  and 
history,  or  some  standard  work,  in  the  other  departments,  in  the  even- 
ing. In  this  way,  instruction  has  been  given  on  some  of  the  familiar 
titles  of  law,  on  political  economy,  and  mental  and  moral  science,  on 
some  of  which  subjects  the  undersigned  examined  several  of  the  pu- 
pils, who  evinced  in  their  answers  an  accuracy  and  minuteness  of 
recollection  seldom,  if  ever,  met  with  among  those  in  possession  of  all 
their  senses. 

In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  are  led  to  remark,  how  sensibly  they 
were  struck  with  the  difference  in  appearance  between  the  inmates  of 
the  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  for  the  Blind.  The  former 
appeared  to  be  all  life  and  gaiety,  and  no  external  and  apparent  defect 
indicated  the  absence  of  the  sense  of  which  they  were  deprived,  where- 
as the  sightless  eye-balls  of  the  latter,  bespoke,  at  once,  their  great 
calamity,  and  gave  to  them  a  saddened  aspect,  which  reacted  upon 
the  beholder,  inducing  suddenly  the  emotion  of  pity,  which,  gradually 
subsiding  into  a  kind  of  settled  melancholy,  continued  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  their  visitation. 

Had  all  the  blind  pupils  been  supplied  with  glasses,  as  a  few  had 
been,  it  woultl,  by  concealing  the  extent  of  their  misfortune,  have  ren- 
dered their  appearance  less  distressful  ;  and  the  visiters  are  happy  to 
have  it  in  their  power  to  say,  that  the  superintendent  promised  to  fur- 
nish all  the  destitute  poor  in  the  Institution  with  this  necessary  article ; 
a  promise  received  by  them  with  the  liveliest  expressions  of  gratitude. 
Not  withstanding  the  great  misfortune  of  these  blind  pupils,  so  afflict- 
ing to  us,  who  beheld  it,  the  pupils  themselves  appeared  to  be  rontent- 
ed  and  happy ;  and  when  inquired  of,  unhesitatingly  replied,  that  they 
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preferred  their  condition,  to  the  condition  of  the  deaf  mutes,  we  had 
previously  been  visiting. 

Thus,  He  who  hears  the  young  ravens  cry,  and  tempers  the  breeze 
to  the  shorn  lamb,  mingles  consolation,  in  the  bitterest  cup  of  human 
sorrow.  The  privations  of  the  blind  are  alleviated  by  a  comparison 
with  the  privations  of  the  deaf,  and  the  privations  of  the  deaf  by  a 
comparison  with  those  of  the  blind.  The  ills  of  both  are  diminished 
by  habit,  and  both  experience,  in  some  degree,  a  compensation  for  the 
loss  of  one  sense,  in  the  increased  acuteness,  insensibly  acquired  by 
those  which  remain.  Thus,  these  poor  blind  children,  shut  out  from 
the  glories  of  the  visible  Creation,  and  dwelling  in  perpetual  darkness, 
share  not  only  in  the  tranquil  enjoyment  of  private  meditation,  but 
also  in  the  richer  pleasures  of  social  intercourse.  True,  they  have 
never  witnessed  a  father's  frown  or  a  mother's  smile,  nor  felt  the  thril- 
ling influence  of  those  signs  with  which  affection  overspreads  a 
brother's  or  a  sister's  countenance,  still,  blind  though  they  are,  they 
have  human  hearts  and  human  sympathies,  and  they  have  learned, 
through  the  tones  of  the  Hving  voice,  to  understand  the  nature,  and 
feel  the  sacredness  of  these  relations.  In  parental  and  fraternal  joys, 
they  intensely  sympathize.  In  whatever  concerns  their  companions, 
they  feel  a  tender  interest,  and  deeply  share  in  all  those  rapturous  emo- 
tions of  friendship  and  affection,  which  go  to  soften  the  ills  man 
suffers,  as  well  as  to  heighten  the  positive  felicities  in  which  he  shares, 
during  his  earthly  pilgrimage.  To  them,  even  the  tread  of  tenderness, 
and  the  touch  of  pity,  as  well  as  the  voice  of  love,  open  real  and  abi- 
ding sources  of  enjoyment.  By  them,  too,  the  story  of  Calvary  is 
read  with  as  tender  an  interest  ;  the  accent  of  prayer  uttered,  with  as 
intense  a  fervor,  and  the  note  of  praise  sent  up,  with  as  intelligent  a 
devotion,  as  by  those  more  favored  individuals  whose  lot  it  has  been, 
from  the  dawn  of  infancy,  to  behold  around  them  on  every  side,  the 
visible  grandeurs  of  God's  Almightiness. 

Without  attempting  to  decide  upon  the  comparative  evils  of  deafness 
and  blindness,  the  undersigned  have  returned  from  visiting  the  Institu- 
tions, were  both  are  exhibited,  under  an  increased  conviction  of  the 
magnitude  of  both;  and  most  happy  would  they  be,  should  they  be 
able  to  contribute  to  the  alleviation  of  these  evils,  by  the  furtherance  of 
those  purposes  of  good  towards  each  other,  of  these  classes  of  suffer- 
ers, which  you,  as  well  as  your  predecessor,  are  known  to  entertain, 
and  which  can  only  be  consummated  by  the  continuance  and  increase 
of  the  public  patronage,  which  has  been  so  wisely  and  so  liberally  be- 
stowed on  these  Institutions  by  preceding  Legislatures. 

That  the  same  enlightened  spirit  which  has  hitherto  governed  the 
acts  of  the  Legislature  and  its  agents,  may  continue  to  govern  their 
future  acts,  till  the  future  improvenients,  now  in  contemplation,  shall 
be  carried  into  execution,  and  the  whole  public  mind,  including  the 
rich  and  poor,  the  deaf  and  bUnd  alike,  shall  be  enlighteued,  and  the 
State  itself  become  as  distinguished  among  her  sister  Republics,  for 
her  entire  system  of  education,  as  she  already  is  for  the  extent  of  her 
territory,  and  the  success  of  her  commercial  enterprise,  is  the  sincere 
desire  of  Yours,  with  sentiments  of  respect. 

ELIPHALET  NOTT, 
ALONZO  POTTER, 
THURLOW  WEED. 
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NINTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

TO  THE  HONORABLE,   THE  LEGISLATURE  OE  THE   STATE  OF 
NEW  TORE. 

THE  MANAGERS  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BUND 

EKSPEOTFULLT   REPORT  : 

That  they  have  abundant  cause  of  gratitude  to  an  overruling  Provi- 
dence for  the  uniforrni  success  with  which  their  exertions  have  been 
blessed  during  the  year  just  closed. 

The  Institution  over  which  they  preside  has  been  prosperous  in  all  its 
departments ; — the  course  of  instruction  pursued  in  literature,  music,  and 
the  mechanical  branches,  has  been  rewarded  by  the  manifest  improve- 
ment of  its  pupils ; — the  number  of  these  has  rapidly  increased ; — the 
health  of  its  inmates  been  remarkably  preserved, — while  the  most  per- 
fect harmony,  and  concord,  have  distijiguished  the  administration  of  all 
its  affairs. 

In  the  early  years  of  the  Institution,  much  misapprehension  of  its 
true  objects  existed  in  the  public  mind ;  many  supposed  it  to  be  an  In- 
firmary for  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  eye, — that  its  inmates  would 
necessarily  be  subjected  to  needless  surgical  operations,  involving  much 
personal  sufTering,  with  no  apparent  object  perhaps,  beyond  the  advance- 
ment of  Surgical  Science  ; — others  assumed  that  it  was  an  Asylum  for 
the  indigent  Blind,  erected  for  the  purpose  of  testing  by  actual  experi- 
ment the  lowest  possible  sum  upon  which  its  subjects  might  be  fed  and 
clothed ! — These,  and  other  causes,  deterred  parents,  guardians  and 
friends,  having  the  control  af  blind  children,  from  placing  them  within 
our  walls, — while  the  few  who  truly  understood  the  character  of  the 
Institution,  namely,  that  of  a  well  ordered  Boarding  School,  especially 
adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  Blind,  yet  doubted  the  practical  benefits  likely 
to  result  from  any  attempt  to  communicate  instruction  to  them ;  as  a 
consequence  our  house  has  not  heretofore  filled  as  rapidly  as  the  num- 
ber of  subjects  within  our  State  would  seem  to  indicate. 

To  correct  these  erroneous  impressions  and  thus  increase  the  number 
receiving  the  benefits  of  instruction,  has  been  the  constant  aim  of  the 
Board  of  Managers,  and  to  that  end  various  excursions  have  from  time 
to  time,  been  made  through  parts  of  this  and  adjoining  States,  with  a 
number  of  the  more  advanced  pupils,  during  which  exhibitions  have 
been  given  in  the  principal  towns  and  villages,  aud  ocular  demonstra- 
tion thus  disseminated  of  the  surprising  proficiency  attained  in  the  ordi- 
nary branches  of  education,  in  the  mechanic  arts,  and  in  vocal  and  instru- 
mental music.     In  the  month  of  January  last,  one  of  these  excursions 
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was  made  to  the  City  of  Washington,  and  an  exhibition  given  in  the 
Hall  of  Representatives,  to  the  marked  gratification  of  a  large  assembly 
of  distinguished  individuals. 

"The  good  effect  of  these  excursions  is  apparent  in  the  increased  in- 
terest awakened  in  the  public  mind  towards  this  class  of  unfortunate 
individuals. 

In  the  early  part  of  July  last,  the  Members  of  the  Senate,  sitting  in 
New-York  as  a  Court  for  the  Correction  of  Errors,  were  invited  to  visit 
and  inspect  the  Institution  ; — this  invi'ation  was  accepted,  and  the  Board 
of  Managers  had  the  gratification  of  receiving  a  number  of  them,  with 
their  friends,  and  of  exhibiting  the  attainments  of  the  pupils,  in  their 
various  pursuits ; — and  more  recently  a  similar  visit  from  the  Members 
elect  to  the  Legislature,  from  this  County,  has  given  great  pleasure  to 
the  Board,  by  affording  them  the  opportunity  of  again  disseminating  a 
knowledge  of  the  means  used,  and  of  the  success  attending  their  exer- 
tions in  meliorating  the  condition,  and  cultivating,  and  expanding  the 
mental  powers  of  those  hitherto  literally,  "  silting  in  darkness." 

The  Board  of  Managers  believe  that  nothing  can  exert  a  more  bene- 
ficial influence  in  the  cause  of  the  Blind,  than  frequent  visitations  of 
this  kind ;  and  with  this  object  are  always  ready  to  throw  open  their 
doors  to  all  who  feel  an  interest  in  the  subject,  and  especially  to  those 
Avho  by  their  position  in  society,  have  the  power  effectually  to  foster, 
and  extend  its  sphere  of  usefulness. 

The  official  inspection  of  the  Deputy  State  Superintendent  of  Com- 
mon Schools  was  made  during  the  last  summer,  and  though  from  a 
slio'ht  misapprehension  of  the  preliminaries,  less  time  was  afforded  him 
for  his  examination,  than  would  have  been  desirable  to  all  parties,  yet 
the  Managers  feel  great  confidence  that  the  attainments  of  the  pupils,  the 
arrangements  of  the  house,  and  the  general  aspect  of  the  Institution  were 
such,  as  not  only  to  satisfy  all  his  reasonable  expectations,  but  to  im- 
press him  with  a  deep  conviction  that  the  bounty  of  the  State  was  most 
beneficially  directed,  and  faithfully,  and  skilfully  administered.  A  copy 
of  his  beautiful  and  touching  address  made  to  the  pupils  on  that  occa- 
sion, will  be  found  in  the  Appendix,  to  which  the  readers  attention  is 
especially  requested. 

During  the  year  past,  no  death  has  occurred  within  the  establishment. 
Such  cases  of  illness  as  have  happened,  have  received  the  prompt  and 
successful  treatment  of  Doctor  Clements,  the  medical  attendant  ol  the 
house,  whose  gratuitous,  and  zealous  services  in  this  department,  con- 
tinue to  merit,  and  receive  the  unqualified  thanks  of  the  Board. 

These  diseases  have  generally  been  such  as  are  obviously  referable  to 

the  sedentary  habits  of  the  Blind,  and  their  inability  to  practice  those 

sports  and  exercises  in  the  open  air,  which  so  manifestly  tend  to  ex- 
/■Y  '^^ 
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pand  and  strengthen  the  system,  and  vphich  by  children  blessed  with 
sight,  are  sought  with  so  much  earnestness  and  avidity.  Tlie  Board  of 
Managers  are  so  impressed  with  the  importance  of  extending  to  their 
pupils  greater  facilities  in  this  particular,  that  they  have  commenced  ar- 
ranging the  grounds  in  the  rear  of  their  buildings  (an  area  of  about  three 
acres)  for  this  purpose ; — it  will  be  ready  for  use  on  the  opening  of  the 
spring,  and  having  been  carefully  graded  to  a  uniform  surface,  with  com- 
modious walks,  laid  out  in  right  lines,  will  be  available  for  exercise 
even  to  the  Blind,  and  the  Board  indulge  the  hope  Will  add  an  import- 
ant feature  to  the  means  already  devised  of  preserving  and  continuing 
the  health  of  those  entrusted  to  their  charge.  In  promoting  this  object, 
the  Board  do  not  forget  the  importance  of  a  proper,  and  well-regulated 
system  of  diet,  and  are  zealous  in  their  endeavours  to  furnish  as  great  a 
variety  of  wholesome,  and  nutritious  food,  as  their  means  will  justify, 
and  the  arrangement  of  the  culinary  department  permit.  Superadded 
to  these  efforts  to  preserve  health,  commodious  baths  have  heretofore 
been  erected  for  the  use  of  the  pupils,  male,  and  female,  and  personeil 
cleanliness  enjoined  upon  them  as  a  duty.  The  benefits  resulting  from 
these  will  be  stiU  more  available  when  the  exhaustless  supply  of  water 
derived  from  the  Croton,  shall  have  been  introduced; — a  period  not 
remote. 

In  the  domestic  government  of  the  house,  which  is  in  a  marked  degree 
kind  and  parental,  the  Board  continue  to  receive  the  able,  and  efficient 
services  of  Mr.  William  Boggs,  the  Superintendent,  whose  long  and 
intimate  acquaintance  with  the  Blind,  as  a  class,  eminently  qualifies 
him  for  this  laborious,  and  important  tiust.  The  vacancies  that  have 
taken  place  during  the  year,  produced  by  the  resignation  of  the  Male 
and  Female  teachers,  and  the  matron,  have  been  so  successfully  filled 
by  the  new  appointments,  as  to  leave  the  Board  perfectly  satisfied  in 
these  most  essential  particulars.  The  Willow  and  Weaving  shop  remains 
in  the  care  and  management  of  Mr.  Horn  who  continues  to  discharge 
his  duties  to  the  satisfaction  of  all,  and  a  change  in  the  head  of  the 
Paper  box  department,  by  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Sauer,  to  succeed 
Mr.  Beumer,  has  added  to  the  taste  and  efficiency  of  this  branch  of 
manufacture. 

Mr.  Anthony  ReifF,  the  Professor  of  Music,  continues  his  invaluable 
services,  with  a  zeal  no  discouragements  can  abate,  and  with  a  success 
that  leaves  the  Board  nothing  to  wish  in  this  department  of  instruction. 
The  various  duties  necessarj'  to  be  discharged  in  the  proper  arrange- 
ment, and  government  of  so  extensive  an  establishment,  are  apportioned 
among  the  members  of  the  Board,  to  different  executive  committees, 
charged  with  specific  objects;— these  Committees  meet  frequently  at 
I  the  Institution, — keep  regular  minutes  of  all  that  relates  to  the  interests 
^»^ 6 
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committed  to  their  charge,  and  wliich  are  read  every  month  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Board.  By  this  means  a  just  share  of  labour  and  responsi- 
bleness  is  thrown  upon  each  member,  while  all  are  made  acquainted 
with  every  incident  of  moment  occurring  during  the  month  in  each  de- 
partmeni.,  and  another  result  not  less  important  is  secured  in  the  almost 
daily  visit  of  some  one,  or  more,  of  the  Managers. 

The  annual  reports  of  these  Committees  are  appended  hereto,  and 
will  be  found  full  and  specific  on  all  matters  relating  to  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  the  Institution, — so  full  indeed,  as  to  require  little  if  any 
addition,  or  explanation,  to  convey  a  just,  and  comprehensive  knowl- 
edge of  the  present  condition  of  this  noble  monument  of  public,  and 
private  munificence. 

To  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Instruction  is  added  a  list  of  the 
pupils  now  in  the  institution,  numbering  one  hundred  and  eleven,  the 
course  of  study  adopted, — the  time  devoted  to  mechanical  pursuits,  and 
the  general  distribution  of  the  hours  of  work  and  relaxation, — followed 
by  specimens  of  the  composition,  prose,  and  poetical,  of  the  pupils. 
These  compositions  have  been  selected  from  their  ordinary  school  ex- 
ercises, written  without  reference  to  publication,  and  furnish  most  con- 
clusive proof, — if  proof  were  wanting, — of  the  capacities  of  the  Blind, 
to  receive  instruction,  and  the  high  degree  of  mental  cultivation  of 
which  they  are  capable; — The  Board  will  only  add,  that  whatever  of 
knowledge  is  here  communicated,  scientific,  mechanical,  or  musical, — aU 
is  of  the  most  thorough  and  practical  kind. 

By  reference  to  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  it  will  be  seen  that  on 
the  31st  of  December  last,  he  was  in  advance  to  the  Institution  the  sum 
of  .^10.818.82.  The  great  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  during  the 
past  year,  rendered  extensive  alterations  in  the  house  necessary  in  order 
to  furnish  the  required  facilities  for  their  education,  and  personal  com- 
fort,—while  the  growth  of  the  City  has  compelled  the  Board  of  Mana- 
gers to  grade  the  streets  on  the  north  and  '"south  sides  of  the  square 
occupied  by  the  Institution,  and  to  excavate  and  remove  from  their 
grounds,  a  very  large  quantity  of  surplus  earth.  These  works,  not  of 
choice,  but  necessity,  though  commenced,  and  prosecuted  with  the 
utmost  economy,have  placed  the  Institution  in  debt,  and  which  must  be 
increased  by  prospective  demands  upon  the  Treasury  for  the  paving  of 
these  Streets, — the  construction  of  a  Sewer  in  the  Eighth  Avenue,  now 
ordered  by  the  City  Government,  and  the  early  introduction  into  the 
house  of  the  Croton  Water, 

The  managers  also  feel  the  pressing  necessity  of  a  speedy,  and  ex- 
tensive addition  to  their  school  apparatus,  especially  in  the  department  of 
Geography,  where  a  suitable  pair  of  Globes  is  much  wanted  ;  these  to 
be  adapted  to  the  use  of  the  Blind,  where  all  the  various  divisions  must 

X^ , r^t 


NINTH   ANNUAL   REPORT.  9 

be  ascertained  by  the  sense  of  feeling,  instead  of  sight,  require  to  be  of 
large  size,  to  give  sufficient  distinctness  and  prominence  to  the  lines.  In 
school  books  also,  they  suffer  the  embarrassment  consequent  upon  the 
very  limited  number  yet  printed  in  embossed  character,  and  are  desirous, 
when  their  funds  will  permit  it,  of  erecting,  and  employing  a  press, 
under  their  own  supervision,  and  controu). 

In  the  manufacturing  department,  the  industry  and  skill  of  the  pupils 
continue  to  be  employed  altogether  in  Willow  work,  the  weaving  of  rag 
carpets,  and  door  mats,  and  the  making  of  paste  board,  and  fancy  Boxes. 
— The  Managers  are  desirous  of  introducing  other  branches,  adapted 
to  the  abilities  of  the  Blind,  and  have  no  doubt  it  could  be  successfully 
effected,  thus  affording  to  this  most  interesting,  and  bereaved  class,  a 
wider  range  in  the  choice  of  employment,  and  a  more  e.vtended  field  of 
industry,  out  of  which  hereafter,  to  glean  a  subsistence ; — but  here, 
again,  a  want  of  pecuniary  means  restrains  their  action,  inasmuch  as  in 
the  early  stages  of  any  new  pursuit,  before  the  requisite  skill  is 
achieved,  great  waste  of  material  ensues,  the  work  produced  is  imper- 
fect and  unsaleable,  and  a  positive  loss  follows  the  experiment. 

Many  of  our  pupils  are  without  connexions  or  friends  capable  of  aid- 
ing them  in  the  attempt  to  establish  a  business  for  themselves,  after 
having  completed  their  course  of  instruction  in  the  Institution,  and 
without  some  aid  in  the  commencement,  in  the  purchase  of  materials, 
and  the  sale  of  their  manufactures,  disabled  as  they  are  by  the  loss  of 
sight, — success  cannot  reasonably  be  expected. 

To  obviate  this,  and  as  a  reward  for  good  conduct,  the  Board  of  Ma- 
nagers propose  to  employ  a  limited  number  of  the  graduated  pupils  in  the 
manufacturing  departments  of  the  house,  paying  them  such  wages  as 
may  be  fairly  equivalent  to  their  labour,  and  furnishing  to  them  board 
and  lodging  at  a  reasonable  rate.  It  is  believed  that  their  surplus  earn- 
ings will  be  sufficient  for  all  their  other  wants,  including  clothing.  To 
enable  the  Board  to  carry  into  effect  this  benevolent  intention,  a  slight 
addition  to  the  privileges  conferred  by  their  charter  will  be  required, 
and  which  will  be  asked  for  during  the  present  session  of  your  Honora- 
ble Body. 

This  experiment  will  be  valuable  also,  in  testing  how  far  a  Retreat 
for  the  educated  Blind,  might  be  sustained  by  the  product  of  their  own 
laboxir, — a  subject  that  has  long  engaged,  and  still  engages,  the  anxious 
attention  of  many  Philanthropists,  in,  and  out  of  this  Board. 

The  ministrations  of  the  Sabbath  have  been  regularly  sustained  in  the 
commodious  chapel  of  the  Institution,  during  the  past  year,  by  the  alter- 
nate attendance  of  Pastors  from  five  leading  denominations,  thus  furnish- 
ing to  the  pupils  the  means  of  continued  religious  instruction.     To  the 
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officiating  Clergymen,  who  at  much  personal  inconvenience,  have  so 
faitlifully  rendered  tliis  gratuitous,  and  most  important  service,  the 
Board  of  Managers  tender  their  grateful  thanks. 

•  By  referring  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Chapel,  hereto  an- 
nexed, it  will  be  seen  that  for  the  current  year  a  different  arrangement 
has  been  adopted,  not  however,  without  the  most  mature  deliberation, 
and  a  full  conviction  of  its  expediency. 

In  concluding  this  brief,  and  very  practical  exposition  of  the  present 
situation  of  the  Institution  committed  to  their  care  and  supervision,  the 
Managers  are  compelled  to  ask  such  aid  from  the  Legislature,  as  wiU 
not  only  release  them  from  present  indebtedness,  but  also  enable  them  to 
meet  those  prospective  demands  upon  the  Treasury  before  alluded  to,  and 
for  that  purpose  will  prepare,  and  present  the  necessary  formal  applica- 
tion ; — not  doubting  but  in  this,  as  in  all  similar  cases,  the  enlightened 
policy  of  the  State  Government  will  induce  her  Legislators,  unhesitating- 
ly to  extend  all  necessary  aid  in  sustaining  the  usefulness,  and  perpetua- 
ting the  blessings,  which  "  The  New-York  Institution  for  the  Blind  "  has 
already  conferred,  and  will  continue  to  confer,  upon  a  long  neglected, 
but  most  interesting  class  of  sufferers, — who,  shut  out  from  all  view  of 
the  material  world,  present  to  us  minds  intelligent,  active,  enquiring,  and 
vigilant, — seeking  alleviation  of  sorrow,  and  prompt  to  receive  the 
soothing  influences  of  Music,  the  lights  of  Science,  and  the  consola- 
tions of  Religion. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ANSON  G.  PHELPS,  President. 
George  F.  Allen,  Recording  Secretary. 


New- York  Inst.,  for  the  Blind, 
January  23,  1845. 
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[DOCtJMENT  I.] 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMIMITTEE  ON  INSTRUCTION. 

To  tlie  Board  of  Managers  of  the  NewYork  Iiistitulion  for  the  Blind. 

The  important  and  interesting  Department  under  the  charge  of  your 
Committee,  upon  a  retrospect  of  the  past  year,  presents  an  aspect  more 
than  usually  gratifying,  and  offers  at  the  same  time  every  promise  of 
progressive  improvement.  The  augmented  number  of  those  to  whom 
it  is  our  duty  and  privilege  to  communicate  the  blessings  of  mental  and 
moral  training, — the  introduction  of  more  of  systematic  arrangement 
into  the  administration  of  the  schools, — the  increase  of  interest  and  en- 
ergy on  the  part  of  the  teachers, — and  the  natural  advance  made  in  the 
means  and  system  of  instruction,  resulting  from  observation  and  expe- 
rience, are  all  reasonable  themes  of  congratulation  :  Nor  is  there  any 
ground  to  believe  that  the  causes  vrhich  have  produced  these  results, 
should  cease  to  exert  their  influence  over  the  future,  or  to  fear,  that  in 
this,  as  in  its  other  departments,  our  Institution  should  not  advance, 
year  by  year,  in  its  prosperous  career  of  beneficence. 

Since  the  last  annual  report  Mr.  Bunyan,  at  that  time  the  male  Teach- 
er, has  resigned,  and  the  situation  has  been  filled  by  Mr.  Chamberlain, 
who  formerly  occupied  it.  Miss  St.  George,  the  instructress  in  the  fe- 
male department  having  also  retired,  the  vacancy  has  been  supplied  by 
the  appointment  of  Mrs.  Summers.  The  committee  have  every  reason  to 
express  themselves  well  satisfied  with  the  qualifications  of  both  teachers, 
and  with  the  interest  they  manifest  in  the  Schools  under  their  charge. 

The  appointment  of  semi-annual  examinations,  recommended  by  your 
Committee,  appears  to  be  attended  with  the  good  eifects,  which  were 
anticipated.  They  are  certainly  well  calculated  to  incite  the  pupils  to  a 
higher  degree  of  application,  and  to  disseminate  through  the  communi- 
ty a  knowledge  of  the  Institution,  and,  as  a  necessary  consequence  of 
such  knowledge,  an  interest  in  its  welfare.  The  examination  held  in 
July  was  favored  by  the  attendance  of  the  Deputy  State  Superintendent 
of  Common  Schools.  The  satisfaction  expressed  by  him  on  that  occa- 
sion, and  the  degree  of  interest  which  he  has  subsequently  manifested 
in  our  behalf,  are  high  testimony  in  favour  of  our  Institution,  and  it  is 
gratifying  to  add  to  it  the  corroboration  of  the  Couaty  Superintendent 
of  Public  Schools,  by  whom  the  establishment  has  been  visited  and  ex- 
amined during  the  present  month. 
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Your  Committee  consider  the  arrangement  of  the  Schools  to  have  been 
much  improved  during  the  past  year.  By  a  better  regulated  division  of 
labour  between  the  Teachers,  and  an  increase  of  monitorial  assistance, 
the  efficiency  of  our  means  of  instruction  has  been  much  enhanced  ;  and 
your  Committee  believe  that  there  are  few  schools  of  any  kind  where 
so  much  thorough  instruction  is  given,  with  so  little  expense  of  Teach- 
ers, as  in  those  of  this  Institution.  New  aids  in  various  branches  have 
also  been  introduced.  The  experience  of  the  Institution,  and  the  inge- 
nuity of  persons  who  feel  an  interest  in  the  Blind,  are  constantly  sug- 
gesting novel  methods  and  instruments,  intended  to  facilitate  the  progress 
of  the  pupils  in  their  various  studies.  Many  of  these  have  passed  under 
the  examination  of  your  Committee,  who,  while  they  have  found  some 
more  ingenious,  than  useful,  have  adopted  others  which  have  proved  to 
be  of  practical  utility.  Your  Committee  believe  that  the  history  of  the 
department  under  their  care  will  show  a  constant  accession  of  improved 
means  and  implements,  which  are  extending  the  field  opened  for  the 
blind  pupil,  and  enlarging  his  capacity  for  the  acquisition  of  knowledge. 

One  subject,  which  during  the  year  has  received  much  attention  from 
the  Committee,  is  the  expediency  of  establishing  at  the  Institiftion  a 
Printing-press  for  the  Blind.  The  recent  appointment  by  the  Managers 
of  a  Special  Committee  on  this  subject  encourages  the  hope  of  the  ulti- 
mate accomplishment  of  an  undertaking  called  for  by  the  wants  of  the 
Institution,  and  fraught  with  the  most  manifest  benefit  to  the  cause  in 
which  it  is  engaged.  Should  the  condition  of  the  Treasury  not  warrant 
the  necessary  expenditure,  it  is  believed  that  no  object  could  be  present- 
ed more  likely  to  enlist  the  aid  of  public  and  private  liberality. 

For  a  detailed  view  of  the  present  condition  of  the  Schools,  your 
Committee  beg  leave  to  refer  the  Board  to  the  document  which  accom- 
panies this  Report,  and  is,  together  with  it. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

P.  A.  SCHERMERHORN,  ]  Committee 
EDWARD  JONES,  }         on 

GEO.  F.  ALLEN,  J  Instruction. 

N.  Y.  Inst,  for  the  Bund, 
Dec.  31,-1844. 
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NAMES. 


*Michael  M'Guire, 

fRobert  Elder, 

JRobert  Murphy, 
John  L.  Truax, 
Joseph  H.  Chadsey, 
James  Dowd, 
Henry  Van  Aernam, 
Orrin  Wiser, 

*Allan  S.  Goodrich, 
George  A.  Cowan,  Jr. 
Lewis  W.  James, 
David  Sellegg, 
Edward  Thomas, 
Edward  Kaniski, 
Jeremiah  Collins, 
Sterling  King, 
Abner  Brown, 
Daniel  Mullen, 
Joseph  H.  Gardner, 
Alfred  Holmes, 
Thomas  N.  Soper, 
Edmund  Cruser, 
Cornelius  Mahoney, 
M.  B.  Thorn, 
Charles  C.  Wardwell, 
Edwin  Dickey, 
William  J.  Carr, 
Abel  E.  Tice, 


A.  a  E  s 
20. 
18. 
27. 
18. 
17. 
17. 
20. 
21. 
19. 
23. 
14. 
14. 
16. 
12. 
14. 
13. 
12. 
19. 
20. 
13. 
12. 
24. 
24. 
14. 
14. 
15. 
11. 
11. 


*  Assists  in  Teaching, 
t  Gives  Lessons  in  Music  to  the   junior 
Pupils. 


.John  Armstrong, 
George  Donaldson, 

Admitted  since  last  Report. 

George  W.  Osborn, 

D.  D.  Nicholson, 
Peter  Rutan, 
Augustus  Cruser, 
Hudson  Ayres, 
Charles  Hazlitr, 
Edward  Mullen, 
Warren  Waterbury, 
Richard  S.  Place, 
John  D.  Nichols, 
Charles  C.  Butler, 
Alexander  Van  Alstyne, 
Lansing  Hall, 
William  H.  Stanly, 
F.  S.  Haskell, 
Francis  McMeechan, 

E.  J.  Roset, 
JohnD.  Warren, 
Morrill  Warren, 
Ezra  A.  Hall, 
Nathaniel  Woolsey, 
Matthew  B.  Cole, 
Abel  Cutting, 
S.  R.  Voorhees, 
Wm.  W.  Baldwin, 
Ransom  Delano. 

Total.  56. 


11. 
13. 


14. 
11. 
16. 
21. 

7. 
18. 
10. 
15. 
11. 
18. 
12. 
14. 
16. 
17. 
14. 

8. 

8. 
11. 
10. 
12. 
10. 
12. 
16. 
25. 
11. 
18. 


The  hours  of  instruction  are  from  9  to  12  in  the  morning,  and  from 
1 J  to  4i,  p.  M.,  including  a  recess  of  15  minutes  in  each  session. 

The  Pupils  are  arranged  in  two  divisions,  each  receiving  instruction 
half  a  day,  and  devoting  the  other  half  to  Manufactures,  or  Music. 

The  text  Books  in  use  are  Clarke's  Astronomy,  Day's  and  Bourdon's 
Algebra,  Legendre's  Geometry,  Turner's  Chemistry,  Adams'  and  Emer- 
son's Arithmetic,  Abercrombie's  Intellectual  Philosophy,  Brown's  Gram- 
mar, Mitchell's  Geography,  Worcester's  History,  Blair's  Rhetoric,  and 
the  various  works  in  embossed  letters. 
/^^ . '^  g) 
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BKANOHES 

OF   STUDY, 

AND      THE 

NUMBERS 

TAUGHT      IN      EACH. 

Spelling, 

26. 

Mensuration, 

6. 

Reading, 

35. 

Mental  Philosophy, 

9. 

-Geography, 

42. 

Natural  Philosophy, 

31. 

Grammar, 

16. 

Chemistry, 

15. 

Arithmetic, 

30. 

History, 

23. 

Algebra, 

18. 

Writing, 

18. 

Geometry, 

9. 

Rhetoric, 

7. 

NAMES. 

FEMALES, 

AGES. 

AGES. 

NAMES. 

*Frances  J.  Crosby. 

24. 

fCynthia  Bullock, 

24. 

*Eliza  King, 

21. 

Sarah  Bloomer, 

22. 

*Matilda  McManus, 

18. 

Cordelia  Hughes, 

25. 

Louisa  Morey, 

21. 

Mary  Carroll, 

20, 

Helen  Murray, 

20. 

Catharine  Gilmer, 

12. 

Eleanor  Peck, 

21. 

Catharine  Connell, 

18. 

Mary  A.  Plunkett, 

24. 

Jane  Hills, 

17. 

Susannah  Brown, 

21. 

Ann  Cruser, 

26. 

Margaret  Denny, 

15. 

Mary  Jane  Hammond, 

13. 

Angelina  Cutter, 

13. 

1 
Admitted  since  last  Report.            | 

Mary  Brush, 

12. 

Lavinia  Whitman, 

17. 

Elizabeth  Westgate, 

20. 

Lucy  Ann  Kingsbury, 

23. 

Amelia  Derrick, 

14. 

Elizabeth  K.  Melvin, 

24. 

Rosannah  McKenna, 

24. 

Anna  Maria  Mortimer, 

16. 

Lucretia  A.  Wells, 

14. 

Sally  Ann  Ferris, 

18. 

Elizabeth  Oliver, 

14. 

Eliza  J.  Sanford, 

10. 

Hester  Scott, 

21. 

Elizabeth  Pexton, 

17. 

Charity  Demaree, 

22. 

Martha  Davis, 

8. 

Anna  Wood, 

7. 

Mary  E.  Wentz, 

10. 

Elizabeth  Beals, 

11. 

Angeline  Merrill, 

8. 

Catharine  Beatty. 

19. 

Miranda  V.  Pinckney, 

12. 

'  Assists  in  Teaching. 

Hannah  Maria  Flint, 

28. 

t  Instructs  in  Music. 

Total  42  

The  hours  for  instruction  are  the 

same  as  those  in  the  male  ilivision. 

but  a  majority  of  the  pu 

pils  are  in 

school  during  both  sessions, 

and  are 

generally  occupied  with 

sewing  oi 

icnitting  while  receiving  instruction 

in  the  branches  which 

are  tauffht 

orally.     A  number  attend  but  one 

session,  but  are  engaged  during  the 

other  in  the  paper  box  manufactory. 

The  text  Books  used 

are  the  sa 

me  as  those  used  in  similar  branches 

in  the  male  school. 

BRAlSrCHES 

OF   STUDY, 

AND     THE 

NUMBERS 

TAUGHT      IN      EACH. 

Spelling, 

40.     1 

History, 

14. 

Reading, 

34.     i 

Grammar, 

30. 

Writing, 

24.     i 

Arithmetic, 

35. 

Geography, 

31.     i 

Natural  Philosophy, 

24. 

Astronomy, 

29.     1 

Rhetoric, 

11. 
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The  time  from  half  past  6  to  8,  p.  m.,  is  occupied  in  reading  historical, 
biographical  and  miscellaneous  works,  in  both  school  rooms,  and  the 
daily  papers  are  read  every  morning  alter  breakfast.  The  reading  is 
always  well  attended  and  listened  to  with  interest. 

Names  and  ages  of  those  who  do  not  attend  anij  of  the  Schools,  but  are 
occupied  during  the  whole  of  the  day  in  Music  and  Manufactures. 

*Ann  Smith, 
*Catharine  Kennedy, 
fCharles  R.  Coe, 
JMichael  Henright, 
Sarah  Ann  Crocheron, 

'Gives  lessons  in  Music,  Vocal  and  Instiu 

mental,  to  thejunior  pupils, 
t        do.        Instrumental         do.        do.      j 

WHOLE   NUMBER    IN    THE    INSTITUTION,    111. 


20. 

John  W.  Hayward, 

28 

23. 

Newell  Wheeler, 

23 

23. 

William  Dunlap, 

22 

21. 

Charles  Tarbell, 

21 

28 

Charles  O'Connor, 

23 

Thomas  Murphy, 

25 

ristiu- 

Perry  Barrett, 

23 

List  of  pupils  that  have  left  during  the  year. 


William  H.  Saffen, 
David  Trumbull, 
Overfield  Hevvet, 
James  Howell, 
Alice  Holmes, 
Isabella  Radley, 
Mary  Ann  Inch, 
Susan  A.  McGregor, 


Henry  Andrews. 
Willard  G.  Yates, 
James  Coyle, 
John  Wool, 
H.  N.  W.  Beach, 
David  E.  Renoud, 
John  W.  Hendricks. 
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PROM      COMPOSITIONS     BY    THE     PUPILS. 

STANZAS. 

I  love  to  spend  each  leisure  hour, 
In  some  retir'd,  and  shadowy  bow'r, — • 
There,  hsten  to  the  playful  breeze 
That  murmurs  sweetly  through  the  trees. 

I  love  to  think  of  years  gone  by. 

When  with  my  jiriends  and  kindred  dear, 

I  had  not  learned  what  'twas  to  sigh. 
Or  shed  for  grief  the  silent  tear. 

But  now,  alas !  how  all  is  changed, — 

My  former  Joys  are  well-nigh  fled. 
My  fortune  lost,  my  friends  estranged, 

My  kindred  number'd  with  the  dead  ! 

While  in  a  distant  land  I  dwell. 

Far  from  my  home  and  those  I  love. 
My  aching  heart  with  grief  must  swell, — 

And  will  not  yours  with  pity  move  .' 

Have  you  a  sympathetic  tear, 

A  heart  to  feel  another's  woe  ? 
If  so,  I  pray  you  drop  it  here. 

And  freely,  freely,  mine  shall  flow. 

ELIZABETH  K.  MELVIN. 


EDUCATION. 

It  is  with  pleasure  and  astonishment  that  I  contemplate  the  rapid  pro- 
gress education  has  made  in  our  beloved  State  within  the  last  ten 
years : — But  I  feel  a  degree  of  sorrow  when  I  think  of  the  forty-two 
thousand  individuals,  over  twenty  years  of  age  who  can  neither  read 
nor  write,  and  the  twenty  thousand  children  growing  up  in  the  same 
manner. 

Time  was,  when  there  appeared  no  remedy  for  this  evil, — but  now, 
every  obstacle  is  removed,  and  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  every  indivi- 
dual receiving  an  education  that  shall  fit  him  to  become  a  useful  mem- 
ber of  society.  Even  the  Blind,  to  whom  it  would  seem  most  difficult 
to  convey  instruction,  may  now  receive  not  only  a  useful,  but  refined 
education. 

We  are  aware  of  the  fact  that  many  parents  who  have  children  de- 
prived of  the  blessings  of  sight,  through  a  mistaken  tenderness  retain 
them  at  home,  and  we,  who  are  enjoying  all  the  benefits  of  this  Insti- 
tion,  when  we  think  of  their  sad  state  cannot  prevent  the  dropping  a 
/^\ A>o^ 
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tear ; — exclaiming,  0  !  that  parents  would  be  wise,  and  send  their  child- 
ren here.  With  what  joy  would  we  receive  them, — with  what  care 
would  we  watch  over  them, — with  what  pleasure  would  we  communi- 
cate to  their  expanding  minds,  the  instruction  we  have  received  from 
our  teachers. 

Though  deprived  of  sight,  yet  with  our  fingers  we  can  trace  the  in- 
spired pages. — It  is  impossible  for  us  ever  to  describe  the  pleasure  we 
feel  in  so  doing.  ELIZABETH  K.  MELVIN. 

NEW  YEAR'S  ADDRESS, 

TO  THE  BOARD  OF  MANAGERS  OF  THE  N.  Y.  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND, 
January  1,  1845. 

BY    CYNTHIA    BULLOCK,*    A    PUPIL. 

Gently  awake  my  slumb'iing  lyre. 
Thou  grateful  love  my  soul  inspire, 

To  touch  the  sweetest  string ; — 
To  thoughts  that  reach  the  human  heart. 
And  bid  the  tide  of  feeling  start, — 

My  spirit  loves  to  sing. 

The  rolling  year  hath  passed,  yet  we 
From  death,  and  life's  worst  ills,  are  free, 

Illum'd  by  hope's  sweet  smile, — 
And  others  who  in  darkness  mourn'd, 
Now  rise  to  hail  a  glorious  morn, 

And  bless  your  names  the  while. 

Yes  friends,  and  patrons  ever  dear. 
We  tender  you  our  thanks  sincere. 

And  hope  through  life  to  prove, 
How  much  we  prize  your  watchfulness, 
To  make  each  coming  year  more  blest. 

More  fraught  with  peace  and  love. 

0  !  may  religion's  hallow'd  ray. 

Cheer  and  beguile  life's  douutiul  way  ; — 

Your  spirits  tune  to  pray'r ; 
Our  grateful  hearts  these  wishes  bring, — 
Accept  the  humble  offering, — 

A  happy,  blithe,  New-Year  ! 

*  Born  blind. 

A  SERENADE  FOR  NEW-YEAR'S  BVE. 

WORDS  BY  FRANCES  J.  CROSBY. 
SUNG  BY  TWO  OF  THE  PUPILS  AT  THE  DOOR  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT'S  ROOM 
At  midnight,  3lst  December,  1844. 
'Tis  midnight  and  nature  is  sunk  to  repose. 
And  the  moon  from  her  lattice  a  pale  lustre  throws, 
The  wild  winds  have  caroll'd  their  requiem  o'er. 
And  the  foam  crested  billows  lie  still  by  the  shore ; — 

Then  wake  from  your  slumbers,  our  serenade  hear, — 
We  wish  you  a  happy, — a  happy  New-Year  ! 
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The  old  year  departed,  how  swiftly  it  flew, 
'Tis  gone,  and  with  rapture  we  welcome  the  new  ; — 
We  trust  a  bright  morning  will  dawn  on  your  eyes, — ■ 
And  sun  beams  unclouded  illumine  the  skies. 

Then  wake  from  your  slumbers,  our  serenade  hear,- 
We  wish  you  a  happy, — a  happy  New-Year ! 

O  !  calm  and  serene  as  the  blue  arch  of  night. 
When  stars  are  difiusing  their  soft  mellow  light, — 
May  eacli  fleeting  moment  in  happiness  glide. 
Your  path  o'er  life's  ocean  hope's  beacon  still  guide. 

Then  wake  from  your  slumbers,  our  serenade  hear,- 
We  wish  you  a  happy, — a  happy  New-Year  ! 


EARLY  SCENES. 

Early  scenes, — how  sweet  their  memory, 

Where  in  childhood  we  have  played, 
Craggy  steep  and  rugged  mountain. 

Fairy  glen,  and  peaceful  glade. 

Early  scenes, — the  gushing  fountain. 

And  the  cottage  in  the  vale, — 
Flovv'rs  a  sister's  hands  have  planted, 

Breathing  odors  to  the  gale. 

Early  scenes, — the  weeping  willow, 

Aged  elm,  and  tow'ring  pine. 
Sturdy  oak,  and  creeping  ivy. 

Where  the  woodbine  love?  to  twine. 

Early  scenes, — the  village  school  house, 

Oh  !  that  old  familiar  spot. 
Wakes  a  thousand  tender  feelings. 

Which  can  never  be  forgot. 

Early  scenes, — the  village  church-yard. 

Where  the  friends  we  love  repose, — 
There  the  lonely  star  of  midnight, 

Silently  its  lustre  throws. 

Early  scenes, — how  oft  remember'd, 

When  in  distant  lands  we  roam, 
How  the  stranger's  heaving  bosom, 

Sighs  to  view  his  boyhood's  iiome  ! 

FRANCES  JANE  CROSBY. 

NorB....Lcst  it  may  be  fiupposed  that  the  aiithnrpss  has  actually  witnessed  the 
kcenes  licre  described,  it  is  proper  to  lemark  thai  she  lost  her  sight  at  the  early  age  of 
six  ttee/cs. 
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HISTORY. 

Among  the  many  studies  which  we  pursue  in  the  course  of  our  edu- 
cation, there  is  none,  I  think,  more  interesting  than  History,  and  it  is  also 
of  great  benefit  to  us.  Without  a  knowledge  of  History,  we  must  be 
entirely  ignorant  of  many  things  that  are  very  instructive,  as  weU  as 
pleasing.  It  makes  us  acquainted  with  the  manners  and  customs  of 
other  nations,  and  also  with  the  lives  and  characters  of  numerous  indi- 
viduals who  have  preceded  us.  To  me  it  is  gratifying  to  take  those  of 
whom  we  have  studied,  and  compare  their  characters,  and  mark  the 
contrast.  Tn  some  we  find  many  things  to  admire,  while  in  others  there 
seems  not  to  be  any  thing  to  recommend  them. 

Take  the  Emperors  of  Rome  for  about  a  century,  and  you  will  not 
find  in  the  annals  of  History  more  baseness  and  cruelty ;  for  instance, 
Nero,  Tiberius,  and  Caligula,  who  were  among  the  worst  who  governed 
Rome.  I  know  it  is  said  Nero  is  the  most  detestable,  but  in  my  opinion 
he  does  not  surpass  Caligula  in  wickedness  ; — in  some  of  them  you  find 
so  much  extravagance  as  to  drain  the  treasury  and  impoverish  the  na- 
tion, while  others  were  so  parsimonious  as  to  deprive  their  subjects  of 
the  common  necessaries  of  life.  I  recollect  an  instance  in  the  character  of 
Galba,  the  sixth  Roman  Emperor,  who  wishing  to  reward  a  person  who 
had  pleased  him,  drew  from  his  purse  five  pence,  gave  it  to  him,  telling 
him  it  was  private  money !  It  is  said  of  Heliogabalus  the  twenty-third 
Emperor,  thai  had  he  lived  a  few  days  longer,  he  would  have  drained 
the  public  coffers. 

But  as  I  am  not  verj'  familiar  with  History,  I  shall  not  say  more  on 
the  subject,  but  I  think  it  the  duty  of  every  young  person  lo  give  to  it 
particular  attention. 

MATILDA  McMANUS. 


PHILANTHROPY. 

The  very  highest  authority  has  declared  that  the  whole  sum  of  our 
human  duties  is  included  in  this  short  sentence,  "  Do  unto  others  as  you 
would  that  they  should  do  unto  you."  Thus  we  see  that  this,  the  gol- 
den rule  of  Christianity,  puts  philanthropy  above  almost  eveiy  other 
principle,  making  it  second  only  to  our  love  to  God,  of  which  it  may  be 
called  the  index ;  for  who  can  love  God  that  obeys  not  his  Command- 
ments ;  and  who  can  possibly  comply  with  each  of  his  Commandments, 
without  feeling  willing  to  be  governed  by  their  summary,  which  sum- 
mary is  the  golden  rule. 

From  what  has  been  said  we  may  easily  discover  the  duty  of  the  fol- 
lowers of  Him  who  went  about  doing  good.  But  for  those  who  do  not 
profess  to  be  his  disciples,  other  arguments  are  necessary, — and  fortu- 
nately, or  unfortunately,  others  are  not  wanting.  All  men  have  a  natural 
desire  to  perform  such  actions  as  will  ensure  them  the  greatest  amount  of 
happiness,  and  what  can  exceed  the  happiness  of  him  who  has  the  testi- 
mony of  his  own  conscience  that  he  has  been  laboring  entirely  for  the 
good  of  others .' 

But  it  may  be  said  by  some  that  the  pleasure  of  performing  a  benevo- 
lent act  is  so  often  marred  by  an  ungrateful  return,  as  almost  to  make  its 
existence  doubtful.  To  such  as  make  this  objection,  we  can  only  re- 
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turn  this  answer,  which  presents  the  subject  in  its  true  light, — that  the 
good  should  be  done  for  the  satisfaction  that  would  flow  from  it,  instead 
of  performing  such  acts  for  the  sake  of  an  equivalent, — or  as  a  matter 
of  bargain  and  sale  ;  so  that  if  any  gratitude  be  not  returned  for  such  a 
kindness  it  can  only  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  an  unfortunate  business 
transaction,  which  implies  unskilfulness  on  the  part  of  him,  whose  fate 
it  is  to  pocket  the  deliciency,  and  as  in  this  case  the  loser  would  not 
abandon  his  business,  on  every  frown  of  fortune,  neither  should  he  yield 
up  his  benevolence,  and  abandon  his  purpose  at  every  burst  of  ingratitude  ; 
but  on  the  contrary  so  far  from  being  considered  a  reason  why  good 
works  should  be  abandoned,  ingratitude  should  operate  as  a  spur  to  great- 
er diligence.  But  to  be  short, — good  actions  should  be  done  foi" their 
own  sake  ; — they  should  not  be  confined  to  person,  or  place,  but  like  the 
genial  warmth  of  the  sun,  they  should  be  sent  forth  in  all  directions,  so 
that  all  who  need  may  experience  their  benignity. 

JOHN  L.  TRUAX 


POLITENESS. 

There  is  a  piinciple  connected  with  our  nature,  which  forms  no  incon- 
siderable part  of  the  human  character,  namely,  a  desire  for  the  approba- 
tion, and  good  will  of  others.  The  sources  from  whence  this  principle 
is  derived,  are  numerous,  one  only  of  which  I  shall  select  as  the  subject 
of  this  essay, — that  is  politeness.  Not  however  such  politeness  as  some 
think  consists  in  a  flow  of  fine,  but  unmeaning  Avords,  or  in  a  graceful 
gesticulation,  and  artificial  smiles,  but  in  that  which  gives  rise  to  the  finest 
feelings  of  our  nature  ; — that  touches  the  sweetest  chords  of  sympathy 
and  friendship,  and  gives  an  agreeableness  to  every  word  and  action. 

Thus  considering  politeness  it  is  evident  we  are  not  always  to  find  it 
in  the  gay  and  fashionable  walks  of  life  ; — but  often  in  the  humble  Cot- 
tage— so  we  find  it  where  art  can  never  have  been  employed  in  giving  a 
new  lustre  to  the  beauty  which  nature,  and  correct  moral  sense  have  im- 
parted to  the  character. — But  here  it  may  be  asked  in  what  does  this  beau- 
ty referred  to,  consist  .'  I  answer,  in  what  we  commonly  call  good 
breeding  ; — in  a  mild  and  even  temper,  and  in  a  strong  desire  to  please, 
and  be  pleased. 

When  these  qualities  unite  and  harmonize  in  the  mind,  they  render 
their  possessor  at  once  an  ornament  to  society,  and  beloved  by  all. — 
True  politeness  is  greatly  opposed  to  every  vulgar  expression,  obscene 
allusion,  and  all  rudeness  of  manners ; — in  a  word  it  is  opposed  to  every 
thing  which  may  have  the  least  tendency  to  vvound  the  feelings  of  any, 
or  give  pain  even  to  the  meanest  object  of  humanity.  That  .individual 
who  deserves  to  be  called  polite,  will  know  his  proper  standing  in  society, 
and  will  never  aspire  to  a  rank  in  which  he  is  not  capable  of  performing 
a  suflicient  part :  For  arrogance  ought  always  to  be  detested,  while  modes- 
ty ought  to  be  admired  as  a  most  noble  virtue. 

There  is  another  peculiar  characteristic  of  this  principle,  which  I  omit- 
ted to  mention, — a  reverential  regard  for  rank  and  merit — not  how- 
ever a  slavish,  and  crouching  principle,  but  one  of  pure  pohteness.  Po- 
liteness may  be  exercised  in  an  endless  variety  of  ways,— in  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  gratitude  for  favors  received, — in  paying  due  regard  to 
the  feelings  and  tastes  of  those  with  whom  we  associate, — in  ever  look- 
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ing  as  though  we  observed  it  not,  to  every  slight  blunder  or  mistake, 
which  might  unintentionally  arise  in  company,  which,  where  particularly 
noticed  and  enlarged  upon,  often  makes  its  author  wretched  in  the  midst 
of  festivity. 

Another  mode  in  which  politeness  manifests  itself  is  in  the  interchange 
of  kind  and  grateful  compliments  between  the  sexes.  In  no  Avay  is  this 
principle  more  laudably  exercised  than  in  consoling  the  disconsolate,  and 
in  showing  marks  of  respect  to  those  upon  whom  fortune  has  refused  to 
smile,  and  letting  them  know  that  true  merit  does  not  consist  in  high  rank, 
or  gaudy  show,  but  in  pure  and  unassuming  virtue,  though  clothed  in 
rags,  and  in  the  cottage  found.  Since  then  politeness  comprehends  some 
of  the  noblest,  and  most  desirable  virtues,  surely  its  cultivation  must  be 
of  the  highest  importance. 

ROBERT  MURPHY. 

THE  HUDSON. 

Flow  on  sweet  stream,  thou  hast  no  sin, 
No  passions  foul  to  reign  within  ; 
From  thee  may  1  a  lesson  learn, — 
Jehovah's  wond'rous  works  discern. 
The  hand  that  made  thy  peaceful  bed. 
When  I  reside  among  the  dead. 
Shall  still  preserve  thy  falling  steep, — 
Thy  rushing  onward  to  the  deep  ; — 
When  mantled  in  thy  rising  spray. 
Thou  still  wilt  forward  urge  thy  way. 
Blest  with  the  smiles  of  blooming  flow'rs 
To  cheer  the  trav'lers  lonely  hours. 

GEO.  A.  COWAN,  Jb. 

THOUGHTS  ON  NIAGARA. 

I  stood  where  swift  Niagara  pours  its  flood 
Into  the  darksome  caverns  where  it  falls. 
And  heard  its  voice, — as  voice  of  God  proclaim 
The  power  of  Him,  who  let  it  on  its  course 
Commence,  with  the  green  earth's  first  creation ; — 
And  I  was  where  the  atmosphere  shed  tears, 
As  giving  back  the  drops  the  waters  wept 
On  reaching  that  great  sepulchre  of  floods, — 
Or  bringing  from  above  the  bow  of  God 
To  plant  its  beauties  in  the  pearly  spray. 

And  as  I  stood  and  heard,  though  seeing  nought, 

Sad  thoiights  took  deep  possession  of  my  mind. 

And  rude  imagination  venturing  forth. 

Did  toil  to  pencil,  though  in  vain,  that  scene. 

Which  in  its  every  feature  spoke  of  God. 

Oh  voice  of  nature  !  full  of  strength  and  awe; — 

Unceas'ng  sermon,  where  Omnipotence 

Is  at  once  the  theme,  and  illustration. 

0  thou  pervading  sound,  o'erwhelming  all 

With  vast  conceptions  of  might  infinite; 

Hallow  my  inspirations,  and  subdue 
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Whatever  in  me  jars  with  holy  thought. 

Let  thy  lond  tones  speaic  to  my  inmost  soul, 

■And  teach  it  ever  to  acknowledge  God. 

Full  of  thyself,  great  flood,  how  vain  the  task 

To  tell  thy  might,  or  adequately  know 

How  vast  thou  art, — so  very  small  are  we  ! 

If  such  the  thoughts  are,  which  thy  voice  stirs  up, 

Then  what  the  awe,  that  would  entrance  the  mind 

At  viewing  thy  dread  strength,  thy  power  sublime  ; — 

Or  beauty  that  o'ertops  the  highest  range 

Of  boldest  fancy  ; — whose  most  lofty  flight 

Would  fall  beneath  thee  far,  and  much  abashed. 

Oh  place  most  sacred  !  full  of  awe  and  God, 

Where  every  sound,  and  all  that's  seen  combine 

To  teach  our  minds  to  humbly  trust  in  Him, 

Whose  fiat  called,  and  who  sustains  the  world. 

O  spot,  if  any  spot  on  earth  can  be 

A  temple  where  Jehovah  is  felt  most. 

Raise  my  dejection,  and  enable  me 

To  speak  as  may  befit  thee,  and  myself  ; — 

And  teach  me  to  address  in  proper  terms 

Him,  for  whose  honour  thou  wast  form'dto  flow. 

And  talk  forever  of  his  power  supreme. 

O  Thou  who  givest  all  that  we  possess, 

Whose  might  is  infinite,  and  goodness  too. 

Bend  to  my  voice  thy  always  ready  ear, 

And  hearing  grant.  Oh  grant  my  earnest  pray'r, — 

One  which  hypocrisy  hath  ne'er  abused. 

Nor  has  been  by  the  drowsy  formalist. 

The  verdant  earth  which  Thou  hast  made, 

The  sky  through  which  the  blazing  sun  doth  ride. 

And  the  moon  with  her  large  train  make  progress; 

These  are  thy  works,  which  well  assert  thy  might 

And  goodness,  and  addressing  us  doth  speak. 

Wherever  culture  rules,  or  nature  reigns. 

Yet  sight  of  sky,  or  sea,  or  of  the  earth. 

Of  wild  plant,  or  of  cultivated  floM^er, 

Of  quiet  lakes  that  sleep  in  loveliness. 

Wound  in  a  belt  of  perfect  solitude ; — 

Of  streams  that  flow  contented  in  their  course, 

And  leave  a  legacy  of  flowers  behind,— 

Is  not  to  me  vouchsafed, — nor  may  I  look 

Upon  the  cataract's  unfetter'd  rage. 

That  wildly  hurries  it  to  the  abyss, 

Which  like  a  gap  in  nature,  waits  the  flood 

Which  ever  rolling,  leaves  it  waiting  still. 

Of  this  imagination  tells  alone  ! 

Is  forced  to  copy.  Oh  !  how  faint  transcribe, 

Where  all  its  paintings  must  be  in  itself, 

Nature's  designer,  and  her  artist  too. 

For  me,  the  world  is  black,  and  fill'd  with  gloom: — 

Huge  darkness  sits  recumbent  on  the  air. 

Oppressing  it  with  universal  night. 

And  making  melancholy,  joys  supplant, 
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Till  cheerfulness  removes  from  where  gloom  reigns, 
Leaving  the  mind  a  prey  to  thoughts  unblest. 

And  here,  where  Thou  art  ever  felt  to  be, 

Where  nature  loudly  owns  Thee  as  her  God, 

Whose  praise  is  sounded  by  the  cataract 

Hearken  to  me,  and  my  petition  hear, — 

As  from  each  recess  of  my  struggling  soul. 

The  sighs  of  sickly  hope,  assembling  fast, 

Meet  in  a  perfect  flood  of  fervent  pray'r, — 

Which  all  express'd  is  this, — lord  give  me  sight  : — 

And  that  so  long  unheard,  is  unheard  still. 

MICHAEL  McGUIRE.* 


•  Blind  from  childhood. 

[DOGITMENT  II.] 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  MUSIC. 

The  Committee  on  Music  of  the  New  York  Institution  for  the  Blind, 

Respectfully  Report: 

That  in  reviewing  what  has  transpired  in  this  department  during  the 
past  year,  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state  a  favorable  change  both  in 
the  means  of  affording  insti'uction,  and  inthe  pupils  deriving  its  bene- 
fits. 

On  the  appointment  of  the  present  Committee,  their  attention  was 
early  directed  to  a  more  systematic  arrangement  in  the  appropriation  of 
the  time  employed  in  giving  and  receiving  instruction,  which  had  be- 
come the  more  necessary  in  consequence  of  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  pupils  learning  music.  Of  the  instruments  in  use  several  were  found 
to  be  defective,  and  the  number  quite  insufficient  for  those  receiving 
instruction. 

The  Pianos,  of  which  there  were  only  four,  were  much  out  of  order, 
and  at  the  instance  of  your  Committee  they  were  thoroughly  repaired, 
and  with  the  sanction  of  the  Board  two  new  instruments  were  procured 
from  Messrs.  Nunns  &  Clark,  which  are  used  for  giving  instruction 
on,  while  the  remaining  four  are  appropriated  to  practising. 

The  importance  of  effective  instruction  on  the  Organ  was  very  appa- 
rent to  your  Committee,  as  they  indulged  the  hope,  that  so  soon  as  the 
actual  proficiency  of  some  of  our  pupils  is  better  understood,  a  valua- 
ble means  of  livelihood  will  thus  be  afforded  to  them.  As  stated  in  the 
annual  report  of  last  year,  the  condition  of  the  small  Organ  in  the 
Chapel  rendered  it  very  desirable  that  one  better  suited  to  this  object,  as 
well  as  the  services  of  the  chapel  on  Sunday,  should  be  procured,  but 
the  general  funds  of  the  Institution  forbidding  such  an  expenditure, 
they  resolved  to  raise  a  separate  fund  for  the  object,  by  giving  concerts, 
and  soliciting  specific  donations. 

In  the  month  of  June  an  Instrument  of  ample  size,  with  two  sets  of 
manuals,  sixteen  stops,  and  pedal  bass  was  erected  in  the  chapel  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Hall,  who  furnished  the  same  for  two-thirds  the  usual  cost, 
and  the  requisite  funds  were  thus  raised.  Since  then  the  progress  of 
the  pupils  instructed  on  that  instrument,  of  whom  there  are  ten  is  very 
apparent. 

Much  inconvenience  had  been  felt  until  recently  from  the  want  of 
suitable  apartments,  in  which  the  pupils  could  practise,  but  the  late  sys- 
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tematic  appropriation  of  the  house,  and  pai'titioning  oif  some  of  the 
large  rooms  has  remedied  this. 

Your  Committee  take  much  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  assi- 
duit)^  of  Professor  Reiif  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  which  have  be- 
come the  more  arduous  as  the  number  of  his  pupils  have  increased. 

There  are  at  present  Fifti/-six  pupils  instructed  in  instrumental  mu- 
sic : — The  choir  is  composed  of  tivelve  girls,  and  eight  boys,  and  the 
Band  of  fourteen  boys.  It  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Professor  is 
aided  in  his  duties  by  some  of  the  more  advanced  pupils.  Your  Com- 
mittee feel  that  the  general  improvement  in  this  department  has  been 
satisfactory,  while  much  remains  to  be  done  by  our  successors. 

Before  closing  this  report  they  would  again  allude  to  the  subject  of 
securing  employment  for  such  of  the  pupils  as  are  fitted  to  take  charge 
of  Organs  in  churches,  and  the  members  of  the  Board  may  feel  warrant- 
ed in  assuring  their  friends  controlling  such  situations  of  their  capacity 
to  discharge  that  duty,  and  the  scientific  character  of  their  instruction 
enables  them  to  acquire  new  pieces  with  as  much  facility  and  precision 
as  those  blest  with  sight.  Any  doubts  that  exist  in  regard  to  this,  may 
be  removed  on  conferring  with  Professor  ReifF, — and  surely  where  the 
avenues  for  employment  are  so  few,  every  preference  should  be  given 
in  their  behalf,  where  any  are  open. 

HAMILTON  MURRAY,  )  Committee 
NICHOLAS  DEAN,         }  on 

JOHN  P.  CROSBY.  \      Music. 

N.  Y.  Inst,  fok  the  Blind, 
Dec.  28,-1844. 


DONATIONS  TO  THE  ORGAN  FUND. 


THROUGH    HAMILTON   MURRAY. 

From  Anson  G.  Phelps,    $50. 
«'     James  Marsh,  25. 

"  Edward  B.  Little,  50. 
'■     Sidney  Mason,  50. 

"     James  Brown,  25. 

"  Jonathan  Sturges,  25. 
"  Richard  Mortimer,  20. 
"  James  Boorman,  20. 
"     Moses  Taylor,  10. 

"     Anonymous,  15. 

"     T.  Thompson,  15. 

"     John  P.  Stagg,  10. 

"  Peter  G.Stuyvesant,  10. 
"     Chester  Driggs,  5. 

—^330. 
"     Silas  Brown,  25. 

"     A.  C.  Zabriskie,        10. 

—  $35. 

CROSBY. 

$10. 

5. 

5. 
5. 


THROUGH   NICHOLAS   DEAN. 

i  From  himself,  $50. 

"  Mrs.M.A.Lorillard,  50. 
«  Miss  C.  Lorillard,  25. 
"     Peter  Lorillard,  25. 

"  Cor. V.S.Roosevelt,  25. 
"  John  David  Wolfe,  25. 
«     Boltis  Moore,  20. 

"  J.  Joachim  Nestell,  10, 
«  Mrs.M.D.L.Ronalds,10. 
"     Capt.  W.A.Spencer, 

U.  S.  N.  10. 

"    Judge  J.  Greenwood, 

Brooklyn,  10. 

«     A.  H.  W.  10. 

"     Robert  Carrick,  Pat- 


THROUGH   JOHN   P. 

From  W.  Remsen, 
"     R.  Remsen, 
"     Miss  Remsen, 
"     Mrs.  Schuchardt, 


15. 


erson, 
Mrs.  C. 

W.  K.  Newton, 
W. 

Chas.  Sanford, 
Jonathan  Purdy, 
Jacob  Covert, 
Cash,  $1.  $1.  $1, 


5. 
5. 
2. 
2. 
1. 
1. 
1 

3. 
—$290 
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Through  Thomas  Hall,  from  W.  C.  Tripler,  $100. 
Proceeds  of  Cojicerts  {Choir  and  Band)  given  by  the  Pupils. 

At  the  New  York  Society  Library, $82  25 

"  Rutgers' Female  Institute,  (1st.) 56  50 

(2nd.) 124 

"  Lyceum,  Brooklyn,        24  63 

"  First  Presbyterian  Church,  NeM^ark,  N.  J.        -        95  44 
Hire  of  Band  one  night  for  a  charitable  object,       -        25 

$407  82 

Net  proceeds  of  tour  through  western  part  of  State  of  NeAv- York,  150  77 

Total  amount  from  all  sources,        $1,338  59 

[DOCUMENT  III.] 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  MANUFACTURES. 

2'o  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  NewYork  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

The  Committee  on  Manufactiu'es  would  respectfully  Report : — 

That  the  department  committed  to  their  care  has  been  regularly  visited 
by  your  Committee  in  each  Aveek  throughout  the  year,  and  that  it  is 
with  unfeigned  satisfaction  that  they  are  enabled  to  testify  to  its  success- 
ful progress  and  present  flourishing  condition.  They  invite  attention  to 
the  accompanying  statements  and  table,  being  a  summary  of  their  opera- 
tions during  the  year. 

The  small  deficiency  which  notwithstanding  the  very  gratifying  in- 
crease in  the  amount  of  articles  manufactured,  appears  to  exist  against 
the  paper  box  department,  may  be  accounted  for  by  a  long  indisposition 
of  the  instructor  and  consequent  cessation  of  the  business  of  his  depart- 
ment during  that  time,  and  also  by  loss  sustained  on  manufactured  arti- 
cles, and  materials  on  hand  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  of  too  costly 
a  quality  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  present  market.  A  satisfactory 
explanation  may  also  be  given  of  a  similar  deficit  in  the  statement  of  the 
Willow  Department,  in  which  an  unusually  large  number  of  new  learn- 
ers have  been  placed  during  the  year ;  the  work  of  whom  in  the  earlier 
stages  of  instruction,  though  manufactured  of  equally  costly  material, 
commands  a  much  lower  price  than  that  made  by  the  more  advanced 
pupils. 

The  Committee  would  here  remark  that  thdugh  in  the  statements  of 
account  presented,  they  have  in  conformity  with  usage,  included  the  sa- 
laries of  instructors,  they  would  suggest  that  as  mechanical  instruction 
is  made  by  our  charter  to  form  an  essential  part  of  our  educational  sys- 
tem, this  expense  ought  not  properly  to  be  considered  a  charge  upon  ihe 
department,  which  with  this  abatement  would  appear  largely  in  the  credit. 

fn  the  Willow  and  Weaving  Rooms,  twenty-one  new  learners  have 
been  placed  during  the  year,  twenty-two  have  been  withdrawn,  leaving 
twenty-five  now  under  instruction.  Mr.  Horn  still  continues  in  the  super- 
intendence of  this  department,  v/ith  the  unabated  confidence  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

A  change  has  l)een  made  during  the  year  in  the  superintendence  of  the 
paper  box  manufactory  ;  and  the  Committee  have  thus  far  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  in  the  selection'of  Mr.  Sauer,  they  have  been  equally  fortunate, 
as  he  comes  to  them  with  the  high  testnnonials  for  purity  of  moral  char- 
acter so  necessary  to  the  position  he  occupies,  as  well  as  peculiar  effi- 
ciency in  his  business. 

r^^ '^o^ 
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The  introduction  of  a  little  more  variety  in  the  patterns  and  style  of  the 
fancy  work  in  this  department,  has  had  the  effect  of  creating  a  more  rea- 
dy sale  of  this  description  of  work  to  visiters  at  the  Institution,  and  an 
alteration  in  the  manufacture  of  the  more  staple  articles,  by  reducing  the 
price  to  that  of  other  makers,  and  thus  rendering  them  more  suitable  for 
the  wholesale  trade,  has  enabled  the  Committee  to  turn  to  advantage  that 
sympathy  which  they  find  every  where  to  exist  for  the  blind,  and  to  se- 
cure a  preference  always  cheerfully  given  to  their  work  v.hen  offered 
upon  terms  equally  advantageous  with  those  of  other  manufacturers. — 
From  these  causes  the  stock  of  manufactured  articles  in  the  sales  room 
has  not  been  allowed  to  increase  much  beyond  what  was  necessary  to 
supply  the  demands  of  visiters  at  the  Institution. 

The  number  of  new  learners  placed  in  the  paper  box  department  has 
been  six,  three  have  been  withdrawn,  and  fifteen  are  now  receiving  in- 
struction. 

Several  important  alterations  have  been  made  in  the  arrangement  of 
the  apartments  appropriated  to  manufacturing  purposes.  The  weaving 
looms  which  formerly  occupied  a  part  of  the  willow  rooms  have  been 
removed  to  an  adjoining  apartment,  deA^oted  exclusively  to  their  use,  thus 
affording  accommodations  to  a  larger  number  of  willow  workers.  A  new 
sales  room  has  been  fitted  up  with  suitable  conveniences  for  the  arrange- 
ment and  exhibition  of  all  descriptions  of  our  manufactured  articles. 

The  Committee  would  here  take  occasion  to  bear  testimony  to  the 
general  diligence  of  the  pupils  in  their-eeveral  departments,  and  to  the  re- 
spectable quality  of  the  articles  they  manufacture,  comparing  very  ad- 
vantageously with  the  work  of  seeing  persons  with  similar  opportuni- 
ties of  instruction.  No  more  gratifying  proof  of  this  could  exist  than 
the  fact,  which  they  take  great  pleasure  in  recording,  that  premiums 
were  severally  awaided  to  six  of  our  pupils  for  basket  Avork  exhibited  at 
the  Agricultural  Fair  held  at  Poughkeepsie,  in  September  last,  and  that 
a  neatly  framed  Diploma  from  the  American  Institute  for  similar  superi- 
ority, now  graces  the  Avails  of  our  Institution. 

The  labor  of  the  pupils  has  been  heretofore  chiefly  devoted  to  the 
Weaving  of  Carpets  and  Mats,  and  the  Manufacture  of  Willow  and 
Paste-board  Avork  ;  but  your  Committee  feel  pursuaded  from  close  exami- 
nation, that  many  other  branches  of  industry  may  be  successfully  intro- 
duced, whenever  the  number  of  our  pupils  is  sufficiently  great  to  war- 
rant the  employment  of  additional  instructors. 

This  Avhen  accomplished,  Avill  Ave  think  result  in  a  still  greater  degree 
of  proficiency  in  our  pupils;  from  the  ability  Avhich  Avill  then  exist  of 
consulting  their  natural  taste  and  aptitude  in  the  selection  of  a  trade  to 
which  they  may  apply  themselves. 

The  course  of  instruction  in  the  manufacturing  departments,  is  such 
as  to  fit  most  of  our  graduating  pupils,  under  favorable  circumstances,  to 
earn  their  own  maintenance,  but  the  necessity  of  a  suitable  place  for  pro- 
secuting their  labors,  and  a  regular  market  for  their  manufactures,  has 
appeared  so  obvious  to  your  Committee,  as  to  induce  the  suggestion  of  an 
applieation  to  the  Legislature  so  to  increase  our  corporate  powers,  as  to 
allow  us  to  afford  the  protection  of  our  roof  to  those  Avho  would  other- 
wise be  unable  to  avail  themselves  of  the  acquisitions  they  have  made 
under  our  care.  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
CYRENIUS  BEERS,  ) 

FLOYD  SMITH,  [  Committee. 

Dec.  31,  1844.  i\  ROBERTSON  WALSH,  ) 
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Jf  ^  ^     Knife  baskets. 

CO   ^-   CO 


Clothes  baskets. 


o  ?o  .-'     Market  bask  els. 

CO  C2  to 


I   ^  ,^  >_.  I  Bandbox  baskets. 


Work  baskets. 


Cradles. 


I  Toy  cradles. 


^  I  Waggons. 


Toy  waggons. 


Chairs. 


Toy  chairs. 


Bushel  baskets. 


Plate  baskets. 


ileticule  baskets. 


^  ^  ^     Mats. 


Carpets,  Avoven.  yds. 
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O  00 
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^     Bandboxes. 


Shoe  boxes. 


Ol   CD 
00   00 


Hat  boxes. 


,_,     Cap  boxes. 


Muff  boxes. 


Shawl  boxes 
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Artificial  flower  boxes. 


l::^     Fancy  boxes. 
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STATEMENT  OF  MAWUFACTUBING  DEPARTMENT. 

N.   Y.  InstiUition  for  the  Blind,  ISAl. 


■WILLOW   DEPARTMENT. 

DR. 

To  value  of  finished  articles  on  hand  Dec.  31,  1843, 

"     materials  "         "         "  " 

"     articles  on  consignment         "  " 

cost  of  materials  during  year  1844,      -  -     - 

amount  paid  pupils  for  overwork,    -     -  -     . 

Salary  of  Instructor,  (one  half)       -   --  -     - 


CR. 

By  Vcdue  of  finished  articles  now  on  hand, 
"         "     materials,         "  " 

*'         "     articles  now  on  consignment, 
"         *'     sales  during  year  1844,      -     - 

Balance, 


$1,370  52 


WEAVING   DEPARTMENT. 


DR. 

To  value  of  finished  articles  on  hand  Dec,  31,  1843,      -     -  $41  31 

"         "     materials                "           "           "          -     -     -  52  82 

"         "     articles  on  consignment,     "           "           ...  22  66 

"  cost  of  materials  during  year  1844, 258   53 

"  Salary  of  Instructor,  (one  half)      ..--.-.  279  67 

#654  99 
CR. 

By  value  of  finished  articles  now  on  hand, $68  13 

"         "     materials          "             "             50  94 

"         "     articles  now  on  consignment, 12  06 

*'  sales  during  year  1844, 411  06 

Balance, 112  80 


#654  99 

PAPER    BOX    DEPARTMENT. 

DR. 

To  value  of  finished  articles  on  hand  Dec,  31,  1843,  #593  34 
Less  amount  of  reduction  in  prices,  54  71 

#538  63 

"  value  of  materials  on  hand  Dec,  31,  1843,     -     -     -     -  223  00 

"           "     articles  on  consignment,     -------  61  33 

"  cost  of  materials  1844, -     .     -  320  13 

"  amount  paid  pupils  for  overwork,    -------  47  06 

"  Salary  of  Instructor,         525  00 


•^y  ^y 
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CR. 

By  value  of  finished  articles  now  on  hand,     ....     -  $240  37 

"         "         "         "         "     on  consignment,    -     -     -     -  12  50 

"         "     materials  on  hand,         184  42 

"  sales  during  year  1844, 1210  31 

"  work  done  for  Inst.,  window  curtains,  diagrams,  &c,  14  01 

Balance 53  54 

#1,715  15 


[DOCUMENT  IV.] 
To  ike  Managers  of  the  New  York  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

The  Committee  on  Supplies,  respectfully  Report : — 

That  they  are  aware  but  little  interesting  matter  can  be  communicated 
to  the  Board  from  their  department,  and  will  have  necessarily  to  confine 
themselves  principally  to  a  mere  statistical  account  of  the  expenses  of  the 
Institution,  so  far  as  they  have  come  under  their  supervision,  as  will  ap- 
pear in  the  subjoined  statement. 

The  Committee  have  regularly  given  their  personal  attention  at  the 
Institution  weekly,  and  have  endeavoured  to  perform  their  duties  scru- 
pulously. They  have  great  pleasure  in  informing  the  Board  that  the  in- 
ternal arrangements  of  the  Building,  have  been  much  improved  since 
their  last  report, — yielding  facilities  in  the  classification,  and  separation  of 
the  pupils,  so  desirable,  and  rendering  the  duties  of  the  officers  less  oner- 
ous. They  have  much  satisfaction  in  further  staling,  that  the  conduct 
and  management  of  the  superintendent  have  been  perfectly  satisfactory, 
and  that  they  have  a  Matron  in  whom  they  have  entire  confidence.  The 
o-her  officers  of  the  Institution,  as  far  as  your  Committee  have  been  able 
to  see,  have  also  performed  their  duties  faithfully. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERT  I.  MURRAY,  )  Committee 
JOHN  WOOD,                  }  on 

ROBERT  L.  CASE.         )  Supphes. 


Statement  of  Sewing  and  Knitting  done  by  the  female  pupils  during  the  past  year 

Pairs  of  Stockings  knit  85.  S  Blankets  hemm'd  13. 

do        Socks        do  21.  )  Spreads  91. 

Sheets  made  47.  \  Night  caps  22. 

Nightgowns  21.  *  Comfortables  17. 

Chemise  19.  ?  Aprons  24. 

Skirts  89.  )  Curtains  10. 

Shirts  58.  Collars  22. 

Handkerchiefs  hemm'd  113.  I  Cravats  12. 

Towels  206.  )  Bedticks  16. 

Pillow  cases  60.  ?  Pillow  ticks  6. 

Shirt  bosoms  45.  i  Tablecloths  11. 

Petticoats  16.  \  Sundries  46. 

3^^ __^_ ^^ 
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APPENDIX. 

EXPENSES  FOR  THE  YEAE  1844. 


On  hand 
JDec.  31, 

1     1&13. 

Drawn 
from  Trea- 
sury 1844. 

Total. 

On  hand 
Dec.  31, 

1&44. 

Amount  con- 
sumed &  ex- 
pended in  the 
year  1S44. 

Provisions,  Groceries,  &c.    |y4  33 
Dry  Goods,  Clothing  &c.    ^29   79 
Wages  of  Matron  &  Servts. 
House  Keeping  Articles, 
BouseClean'g,  Repairs  ifec 

Stable  expenses.  <kc 

Coed  and  Wood, 600  00 

4272  20 

1496  95 

1261  15 

986  30 

478  31 

207  91 

464  60 

10  29 

4  456  55 

1  626  74 

1  261  15 

986  30 

478  31 

207  91 

1  064  60 

15  29 

142  93 
104  50 

'456 '66 

4  313  60 

1  522  24 
1  261  15 
9S6  30 
478  31 
207  91 
614  60 
15  29 

#919  12i  9177  71 

10  096  85 

697  43 

9  399  40 

[DOCTTMENT    V.] 

To  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Neic  York  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

The  Commiltee  on  Repairs  and  Improvements  respectfully  report : — 
That  having  been  organized  as  such  Committee,  under  a  By-Law  of 
the  Board,  passed  at  the  regular  monthly  meeting  thereof  in  April  last, 
the  Committee  immediately  entered  upon,  and  have  since  been  engaged 
in  the  discharge  oi  their  duties,  under  the  direction  and  supervision  of 
the  Board,  and  have  expended  since  that  period  the  gross  sum  of  $6,529. 
Slcts.,  classitied  as  follows: 

ON    STREETS,   AND    THE    GROUNDS    OF   THE    INSTITUTION. 

Grading  Thirty-fourth  Street $    521  48 

do      grounds  in  the  rear  of  the  Institution     -         -  -      1.636  96 

Fencing  grounds,  Gates  and  fixtures       -         -         .         -  1.343  37 

Flagging  side  walks  8th  and  9th  Avenues          .        •.  .         259  42 


$3,761  23 


ON   THE   EXTERIOR   OF   THE   BUILDINGS. 

Building  Piazzas,  North  and  South  wings.  Flagging  under- 
neath same,  and  cutting  doors  connected  therewith    -    - 
*Securing  windows  of  first  floor  with  iron  bars     - 
Painting  roof,  and  other  exterior  painting         .         .         - 
Signs,  front  and  rear         ..-.--- 
Raising  cellar  steps  and  doors,  do  window  coping ;  locust 
posts  for  grass  plat ;  storm  houses  for  Piazzas,  &c,.  &c. 

*The  house  had  previously  been  broken  into  and  robbed. 

INTERIOR    OF   THE    BUILDING. 


$1,000 

00 

■     122 

22 

264 

38 

37 

12 

-      50 

00 

$1,473  72 


J 


Finishing  2d  story  of  the  North  wing,  Boys'  dres- 
sing room,  closets,  enlarging  manufacturing  room  North 
wing,  fitting  up  salesroom,  removing  and  fitting  up  girls* 
dressing  room,  dividing  West  front  of  North  and  South 
wings  2d  story  into  6  rooms,  setting  partitions,  and  finish- 
ing boys'  and  girls'  sick  rooms  in  South  wing,  making 
pantries,  enlarging  both  school  rooms,  and  painting  all 
new  work,  and  the  walls  of  three  rooms         -         -         $1,294  36 


^y 
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Expended  on  street,  grounds  and  fences  -  $3,761  23 

"         on  the  exterior  of  Buildings         -         -      1.473  72 
"         on  the  interior  of        do         -  -  1.294  36 


.529  31 


In  explanation  of  the  first  item,  and  for  the  information  of  those  not 
acquainted  with  the  precise  locality  of  the  Institution,  the  Committee 
would  remark,  that  the  street  and  ground  referred  to,  were  considerably 
above  the  City  regulation, — that  the  Street  is  100  feet  in  width,  and  the 
ground  contains  an  area  of  nearly  4  acres,  and  that  to  reduce  both  to  the 
proper  grade,  there  have  been  excavated,  and  carted  away,  more  than 
40,000  cubic  yards  of  earth.  To  enclose  and  divide  these  grounds,  a 
permanent  plauk  fence,  with  locust  posts  8  feet  high,  more  than  1500 
feet  in  length,  has  been  erected  and  painted. 

So  also  of  the  large  sum  put  down  for  painting  the  roof,  &c.,  of  these 
buildings,  it  should  be  stated,  that  they  cover  an  area  of  about  half  an 
acre ; — indeed,  such  is  the  extent  of  the  establishment,  that  the  repairs 
and  improvement  of  an  ordinary  house  furnish  no  just  data  from  which 
to  estimate  these. 

The  Committee  would  remark,  that  in  all  cases  where  the  work  to  be 
done  was  susceptible  of  precise  specification  and  detail,  proposals  have 
been  issued  and  circulated,  and  the  contract  invariably  given  to  the  low- 
est bid,  and  that  in  the  progress  of  the  work  the  Committee  have  per- 
sonally superintended  it  with  zealous  attention. 

The  expenditures  in  this  department  for  the  next  year,  and  which 
must  be  provided  for,  the  Committee  estimate,  as  the  loicest  sum,  at  $2000. 
Namely,  for  Sewer  in  Eighth  Avenue,  ordered  by  the  City  Corporation 
to  be  constructed, — grading  33d  Street,  now  under  contract, — trees  and 
shrubbery  for  the  grounds,  and  painting  the  entire  interior  of  the  house. 

On  examining  the  work  done  in  the  house,  the  Committee  trust  that 
the  Board  will  see  the  greatlj  increased  comfort  provided  for  the  Pupils, 
while  its  accommodations  in  school  room,  manufactories  and  dormitories, 
have  been  so  extended  as  to  give  space  for  150  to  200  pupils. 

Ill  conclusion,  it  is  proper  to  add  that  these  expenditures  have  been 
less  a  matter  of  choice  than  of  necessity ; — the  extension  of  the  City 
compelled  the  grading  of  the  Streets  and  grounds, — and  will  soon  require 
the  paving  of  the  former, — while  the  rapid  increase  of  the  number  of 
pupils  rendered  it  the  duty  of  the  Board  to  provide  corresponding  accom- 
modations. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

NICHOLAS  DEAN,    ?  )   Committee  on 
N.  Y.  Inst,  for  the  Blind,  )  ROBERT  I.  MURRAY,  }     Repairs  and 
December  Ust,  1844.        j  FLOYD  SMITH,  )  Improvements. 


[DOCUMENT  VI.] 

The  Committee  on  the  Chapel  respectfully  Report : — 

That  the  important  duty  of  supplying  the  Chapel  with  ministerial  ser- 
vices on  Sunday,  has  been  assiduously  attended  to,  and  they  take  this  oc- 
casion to  tender  their  thanks  to  the  several  Clergymen  who  have  respond- 
ed to  the  Circular  which  was  addressed  to  them  on  this  subject. 

r^a\ r^&s 
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As  however,  regularity  in  the  supply  required  very  considerable  atten- 
tion, and  with  itdisappointmeuts  have  occasionally  occured,  the  Committee 
were  Jed  to  suggest  to  a  Clergyman  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church, 
about  oiganizing  a  Congregation  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Institution,  that 
the  Chapel  might  be  made  available  for  his  object,  till  the  proposed  edifice 
should  be  erected,  provided  the  unoccupied  room  would  accommodate  his 
parishioners.  This  led  to  a  direct  application  from  the  Rev.  Foster 
Thayer,  the  Clergyman  referred  to,  and  the  Vestry  of  his  Church,  which 
after  due  consideration  was  granted  by  the  Board,  and  the  arrangement 
was  entered  into  for  the  year  1845,  £ubjectto  termination  at  the  pleasure 
of  either  the  Board,  or  the  Vestry. 

This  arrangemement  secures  all  the  advantages  of  a  chaplaincy,  and 
does  not  expose  us  to  the  irregularities  consequent  on  the  late  mode, 
while  any  whose  parents  desire  it,  and  who  is  provided  with  a  proper 
escort,  may  attend  a  Church  of  any  other  denomination. 

The  importance  of  the  Chapel  service  is  peculiarly  apparent  in  an  In- 
stitution like  ours,  and  so  long  as  our  finances  will  not  enable  us  to  era- 
ploy  a  regular  Chaplain,  we  must  be  dependent  on  the  gratuitous  servi- 
ces of  such  Clergymen  as  are  so  situated  as  to  afford  them. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

HAMILTON  MURRAY,  ] 
SILAS  BROWN,  [     Committee 

NICHOLAS  DEAN,  )■  on 

N.  Y.  Inst,  for  the  blind,     FLOYD  SMITH,  |       Chapel. 

December  28th,  18 U.  W.  T.   WHITTEMORE,  J 


[DOCUMENT  VII.] 

REPORT  OF  THE  ATTENDING  PHYSICIAN. 

To  the  Managers  of  the  New  York  Institution  for  the  Blind. 
Gentlemen : — 

In  conformity  with  the  annual  requirement,  I  have  the  satisfaction  to 
Report  that  at  no  time  since  the  organization  of  the  Institution  has  the 
health  of  the  inmates  been  more  uniformly  good,  than  during  the  past 
year,  as  the  improved  physical  condition  of  the  pupils  bears  ample  tes- 
timony. 

With  an  average  number  of  inmates  of  nearly  100,  in  no  case  has  an 
attack  of  disease  proved  fatal :  all  the  cases  requiring  my  medical  servi- 
ces have,  with  few  exceptions,  yielded  readily  to  treatment,  and  have 
principally  been  such  as  resuh  from  sedentary  habits. 

My  past  experience  confirms  the  opinion  heretofore  expressed  as  to  the 
importance  of  Calysthenic  exercises,  and  the  increased  facilities  afforded 
in  this  respect  has  tended  to  promote  the  general  improved  health  of  the 
pupils,  and  I  anticipate  much  benefit  from  the  reguhation  of  the  grounds, 
whereby  the  pupils  may  take  exercise  in  the  open  air  within  the  precincts 
of  the  Institution. 

Yours  respectfully, 

JAMES  W.  G.  CLEMENTS. 
New- York  Inst,  for  the  blind,  ) 
December  2 1  St,  1844.  | 
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[DOCUMENT    VIII.] 

N.  YORK  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND  IN  ACC'T  WITH  SILAS  BROWN, TREAS. 

1844. 
Jan.  1. 
Dec  31 


iei4. 

Jan'y.  1. 


184!^ 
Jan'y.  1. 


L)R. 

To  Balance  due  Treasurer  on  Building  Fund  Transferred 

To  Cash  paid  Sundry  Vouchers,  from  the  following  Committees: — 

COMMITTEE    ON    SUPPLIES. 

For  Groceries,  Provisions,  Flour  and  Baking S4272  20 

Dry  Goods,  Clothing,  and  Bedding 149G  95 

VVgges  of  Matron  and  Servants 1261  15 

House  Keeping  Articles 986  30 

Coal  and  Wood 464  60 

Sundiies,  Repairs,  <kc., 478  31 

Stable  Expenses,  and  Blacksmith's  Work 207  91 

•Bill  for  Painting  Roof,  passed  in  1843 84  92 

Medicine 10  29 


COMMITTEE    ON  MANUFACTURES. 

For  wages  of  two  Instructors  of  Workshops $1120  34 

Raw  Materials,  Tools.  &c., 853  34 

Amount  paid  Pupils  for  Over- work 73  13 


COMMITTEE    ON   MUSIC. 

For  Salary  of  Teacher. «GCO  CD 

Instruments,  Repairs,  Rlusic,  &e., 547  75 


COMMITTEE    ON   INSTRUCTION. 

For  Salaries  of  Male  and  Female  Teachers, 616  66 

Eooks,  Maps,  Slates,  &c 283  47 


COMMITTEE    ON  REPAIRS    AND    IMPROVEMENTS. 

For  Grading  Ground  and  Opening  Streets, 2.345  81 

OiF  this  amount  collected  from  others, 501  20 


1844  61 

Repairing,  Altering  Building  and  Painting  , 1991  30 

Fencing  Grounds, 1293  37 

Building  Piazzas 800  00 

Flagging  and  Paving  Side  Walks  and  Yards 489  03 

Surveying,  Drawing  Plan,  Signs  and  CleaningVaults,. . .  .111  00 


COMMITTEE    ON    FINANCE. 

For  Salary  of  Superintendent, 800  00 

Insurance, 116  49 

Printing  2d  Edition  of  Report  of  1842, 80  50 

Priming  Report  of  1843, 115  20 

Travelling  Expenses  for  Pupils  and  others 262  28 

Alteration  in  Chapel, 45  00 

Sundry  Advertising  and  Printing, 58  44 

Balarce  of  Interest  due  Treasurer) 295  87 


CR. 
By  Balance  from  Old  Account. 

Cash  received  for  New- York  Slate  Pupils, 

"  "  New  Jersey    "  " 

•'  "  Donations  and  Subscriptions  in  1844, 

"  "  From  Board  of  Education,  one  half. 

"            "              ."  several  cjunties  clothing  of  pupils,1415  51 
"  "  off  returned  Queen's  Co.,  over  pd 20  00 

"  "  Board  and  Tuil  ion  of  pay  pupils, 

•'  "  Sales  of  INIanufactures. 

"  «  "    Hogs  and  Old  Iron, 

"  "  "     Tickets  at  Annual  Exhibition 

By  balance  to  new  accotint 


To  Balance  of  Old  Account,. 


SILAS  BROWN,  Treasurer. 


.lOHN  WOOD, 
NICHOLAS  DEAN.  ' 
ROBT.  L.  CASE,      ' 


Finance 
Comitlee. 


Audiled  and  found  Correct, 

*  This  Item  should  have  appeared  in  the  accounts  of  last  year 


«10, 183  41 


9,262  63 


1,147  75 


SC3  13 


6,529  31 


1,773  7£ 


31,844  32 


84,628  67 

9,2.-il  18 

1,059  63 

1,459  62 

389  89 


1,395  51 

?S2  62 

2,425  38 

21  CD 

112  CD 

10818  82 


«31,844  32 


10,818  82 
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DONATIONS 

TO  THE  NEW-YORK  HSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLEVD, 

DURIJNG  THE  YEAR  1844. 


From    Niciiolas  Dean         ...-.- 

Jacob  Liltle,  (part  of  SoOOO)         .         .         -         - 
A  Gentleman  in  Rutgers  st.  Church,  pr.  Rev.  John  M. 

Krebs.  D.  D. 

Legacy  of  Eleanor  Coffin,  deceased,  pr.  John  Cald- 
well and  Thos.  T,  Devan,  Exec'rs 
John  Wood  ...---- 

Mr.  Zabriskie         ....--- 
Mrs.  Francis  Saltus,  pr.  C.  Beers  .         .         - 

Wm.  T.  Whittemore 

Mrs.  J.  G.  Coster,  pr.  N.  Dean      .         -         -         - 
Contribution  Box  at  Institution,  pr.  Mr.  Boggs 

Cash,  pr.  P.  I. 

J.  P.  Crosby,  annual  subscription,  2  years 
Floyd  Smith,         "  "  ... 

Edward  Jones,      "  ««  .         .         .         - 

James  Burges,       "  "  .         .         -         - 

James  H.  Fletcher,  «'.... 

Mrs.  DeWitt  Clinton,  "  ..... 

R.  L.  Case,  «=.... 

Hamilton  Murray,  "  2  years 


$  50 

00 

1000 

00 

25 

00 

-  150 

00 

20 

00 

10 

00 

-  50 

00 

25 

00 

25 

00 

52 

12 

2 

50 

10 

00 

6 

00 

-  5 

00 

5 

00 

-   5 

00 

5 

OX) 

-   5 

00 

10 

00 

$1459   62 


Valuable  donations  of  Fruit  and  Vegetables  have  been 
received   from  Dr.  Samuel  Akerly,  Staten  Island  ; 
"  "     David  I.  Anderson,  Lodi,  N.  J.,  and 

"  "     Mrs.  Catharine  Holsman,  Greenwood,  do. 

From  Winter  &  Co.,  Flushing,  L.  I.  several  hundred  flower- 
ing shrubs  for  the  grounds  of  the  Institution. 

APPENDIX. 

ADDRESS   OF  S.  S.  RANDALL,  Esq., 

Deputy  State  Superintcndenl  of  Common  Schools,  to  the  pupils  of  "  The  New  York  In- 

stitutionfur  the  Blind,"  on  the  occasion  of  his  Official  Visitation,  July  29lh,  1844. 

One  of  the  most  gratifying  indications  of  the  enlightened  civilization 
of  the  present  day,  consists  in  the  humane  regard  and  attention  paid  to 
those  who  have  been  deprived  of  those  physical  faculties,  which  their 
brethren  of  the  human  family  have  been  permitted  to  enjoy.  The  time 
is  not  far  remote  when  these  unfortunate  beings  were  almost  universally 
condemned  to  an  entire  seclusion  from  all  the  active  pursuits,  and  ordinary 
enjoyments  of  life,  under  the  erroneous  impression  that  their  misfortunes 
admitted  of  no  alleviation,  and  no  remedy.  If,  as  was  generally  the  case, 
they  were  the  children  of  indigent  parents,  they  were  almost  of  necessi- 
ty  subjected  to   physical  deprivations,  neglect  and  suffering,  in  propor- 
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tion  as  they  were  removed  fiom  the  operation  of  those  social  influences, 
which  competency  or  wealth  alone  can  adequately  supply. 

Far  different  is  the  fate  which  now  awaits  them, —  they  are  diligently 
sought  out  by  the  philanthropic  and  the  benevolent, — the  liberal  bounty 
of  the  State  co-operates  with  the  means  of  the  wealthy  and  (he  charita- 
ble, to  provide  them  with  all  the  requisite  facilities  for  physical  comfort 
and  intellectual  and  moral  improvement ;  and  the  resources  of  science, 
art,  and  genius  are  put  in  requisition  to  discover  and  invent  the  most  effi- 
cient modes  for  the  development  and  cultivation  of  their  mental  faculties. 
The  effect  of  this  noble  emulation  in  the  cause  of  afflicted  humanity,  has 
been  most  gratifying  and  triumphant.  The  blessings  of  Heaven  have 
been  abundantly  bestowed  upon  the  labours,  sacrifices,  and  exertions,  of 
those  Avho  have  devoted  themselves  to  the  accomplishment  of  an  object 
so  accordant  with  the  injunctions,  and  so  conformable  to  the  spirit  of  the 
Great  Teacher  of  Christianity 

The  Blind  have  been  made  to  see  with  the  clear  eyes  of  the  mind,  and 
the  Deaf  to  hear,  and  the  Dumb  to  speak,  through  the  agency  of  those 
great  interpreters  and  oracles,  which  science  and  heaven-born  charity, 
have  so  liberally  furnished.  No  single  department  of  the  world  of  mat- 
ter and  of  mind  has  been  closed  against  the  most  destitute  of  those  chil- 
dren of  misfortune  who  seemed  so  hopelessly  shut  out  from  the  common 
privileges  of  their  race.  On  the  contrary,  that  great  and  beautiful  law  of 
compensation  which  pervades  the  moral,  no  less  than  the  material  uni- 
verse of  Almighty  wisdom,  goodness,  and  power,  has  ordamed  that  the 
closing  up  of  one  or  more  of  the  external  avenues  of  communication 
with  the  outer  and  inner  world,  shall  give  additional  energy,  force  and 
clearness,  to  those  which  still  remain.  For  all  the  purposes  of  mental 
and  spiritual  culture  and  improvement, — for  all  the  nobler  purposes  of 
that  life  of  the  soul  which  is  to  survive  the  perishable  tenement  of  mor- 
tality,— for  all  the  high  objects  of  that  being  which  is  to  exist  in  pro- 
gressive perfection,  and  purity,  during  the  countless  ages  of  eternity, — 
this  temporary  deprivation  can  scarcely  be  regarded  other  than  as  a  bles- 
sing,— as  a  means  of  advancement  and  progress, — as  the  removal  of  an 
incumbrance  to  the  upward  tending  energies  of  the  soul.  How  much  of 
temptation, — how  much  of  sin,  and  transgression, — how  much  of  suflTer- 
ing,  and  wretchedness,  and  misery, — physical  and  mental, — may  be  avoid- 
by  the  presence  of  those  perpetual  restraints,  under  which,  in  the  order 
of  Providence,  this  portion  of  the  human  family  labor.  And  while 
they  are  thus  mercifully  exempted  from  those  countless  perils,  which  are 
permitted  to  assail  others  apparently  more  highly  favored  in  the  world's 
regard  than  themselves,  they  are,  under  the  benign  protection  of  those 
civil  and  social  institutions,  which  may  well  form  the  pride  and  boast  of 
the  age  and  country  in  which  we  live, — permitted,  aided  and  encouraged 
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to  develope  their  various  faculties  of  mind  and  body,  in  a  manner  the 
most  efficiently  adapted  to  the  promotion  of  their  present  happiness,  and 
future  Avell  being. 

They  are  the  favored  objects  of  public,  and  private  bounty, — of  indi- 
vidual, social,  and  governmental  regard, — and  not  a  hair  of  their  heads 
can  be  injured, — not  the  least  of  their  rights  can  be  infringed  in  the 
slightest  degree,  without  a  corresponding  burst  of  public  indignation 
which  would  palsy  the  arm,  and  wither  the  energies  of  its  perpetra- 
tor. 

Children  of  the  great  and  beneficent  common  Parent  of  the  human 
family, — inheritors  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven, — meek  and  patient  sub- 
jects of  that  moral  discipline  which  best  prepares  its  recipients  for  the  sub- 
lime destiny  which  awaits  them  beyond  the  grave, — repine  not  at  the 
dispensation  which  has  fallen  to  your  share  in  this  present  evil  world ; — 
murmur  not  that  the  pall  of  thick  darkness  is  drawn  for  you,  over  the 
varied  and  beautiful  scenery  of  the  external  world,  and  that  the  myriad 
faces  of  nature  in  her  grandeur  and  repose,  greet  not  your  senses.  Ra- 
ther be  thankful, — deeply,  sincerely,  heartily  thankful,  that  the  gift  of  an 
intellectual  existence  is  yours, — that  you  are  secluded  from  the  thousand 
avenues  of  temptation,  of  guilt,  and  of  crime,  into  which  others  aie 
heedlessly,  and  presumptuously  rushing,  —  that  you  are  surrounded  by 
kind  friends,  by  tried  benefactors,  by  sympathizing  guides,  —  and  that 
through  their  exertions  the  keys  of  knowledge  and  of  virtue  have  been 
placed  in  your  possession. 

Although  you  may  not  look  abroad  into  this  goodly  world  of  ouis, 
and  see  the  Sun  in  his  brightness, — the  Moon,  and  the  Stars  in  their  glo- 
ry,— the  Earth  clothed  with  verdure, — the  mountains, — the  oceans, — the 
lakes,  the  rivers,  and  the  innumerable  works  of  man  ;  you  can  the  more 
adequately  appreciate,  undisturbed  by  all  extraneous  considerations,  the 
solemn  harmony,  and  the  exceeding  beauty  of  the  universe  of  mind. 
Pleasantly  too,  on  your  attentive  ears  falls  the  "sad,  sweet,  music  of  hu- 
manity," whether  coming  in  the  Avell  remembered,  familiar  voices  of 
home,  of  fathers,  mothers,  brothers,  sisters,  friends,  —  from  these  your 
teachers,  your  benefactors,  and  guides ; — or  from  the  great  and  busy 
world  from  which  you  are  secluded,  but  which  amid  all  its  selfishness, 
its  anxieties,  and  its  attractions,  kindly  remembers,  and  often  greets  you 
in  your  retirement. 

Cherish  then,  in  your  heart  of  hearts,  that  true  and  living  faith,  which 
bursts  even  the  darkness  of  the  grave,  and  soars  on  the  strong  wing? 
of  infinite  love  to  a  blissful  immortality.  Strive  to  be  useful  to  those 
around  you,— to  deal  justly,  love  mercy,  and  walk  humbly  before  God, 
whatever  may  be  His  dispensations  towards  you  ;— and  your  glad  voices 
shall  unite  with  those  of  the  "just  made  perfect"  in  choral  strains  of 
.  heavenly  birth  "tuned  to  an  Angel's  lyre." 
^y — — v^y 
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NOTICE  TO  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 


INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  INSTRUCTION  OF  THE  BLIND. 

State  of  Xew-York,    ) 
Secretary's  Office.       ^ 

By  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  on  the  ISth  of  April,  1839,  the  Managers  of  the  New 
York  Insliiutionior  the  Blind,  are  authorized  to  receive  eight  indigent  Blind  persons  from 
each  Senate  district,  in  addition  to  those  heretofore  provided  for  by  the  State,  between  eight 
and  twenty  five  years  of  age,  in  like  manner,  and  at  the  like  expense,  as  the  State  pupils  now 
in  said  Institution,  to  be  instructed  for  a  period  not  exceeding  five  years  ;  but  the  term  may 
be  extended  under  certain  circumstances  not  exceeding  two  years.  The  number  before  au- 
thorized to  be  received  was  eight  from  eich  Senate  district,  so  that  the  whole  number  novr 
to  be  instructed  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  is  sixteen  from  each  Senate  district,  making  one 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  in  the  whole. 

The  overseers  of  the  poor  in  each  town  are  required  by  law  to  furnish  the  Superintendent 
of  Common  Schools  with  a  list  of  the  blind  persons  in  their  respective  towns,  so  far  as  they 
can  ascertain  them,  with  such  particulars  in  relation  to  each  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the 
Superintendent.  From  the  list  thus  obtained,  the  Superintendent  is  to  select  as  Stale  pupils 
such  as  are  properly  embraced  within  the  existing  laws. 

The  Superintendent  has  no  doubt  that  the  humane  in  eveiy  part  of  the  State  will  be  ready 
to  aid  him  in  seconding  the  noble  libeiality  of  Ihe  Legislature,  and  that  all  the  officers  who 
are  charged  with  any  duties  under  the  law,  will,  with  alacrity  and  pleasure,  render  every  aid 
in  theirpower  to  afford  instruction  to  the  destitute  and  afflicted  blind  in  ourcommunity.  He 
therefore  calls  upon  the  overseers  of  the  poor  in  each  town  of  the  State,  forthwith  to  furnish 
to  him,  by  mail,  lists  of  indigent  blind  persons  within  their  respective  towns,  who  are  suitable 
persons  to  be  instructed  in  the  New-York  Institution.  The  list  will  contain  the  following 
particulars  : — 

1st.  The  name  of  each  blind  person  in  the  town,  between  eight  and  twenty-five  years  of 
age.  specifying  their  ages  respectively. 

2d.     The  name  of  the  parent,  nearest  lelalive,  or  guardian  of  each. 

3d.  The  pecuniar}^  ability  of  each  blind  person,  or  of  his  parent  to  pay  for  his  boaid  and 
tuition  ;  and  also,  separately,  their  ability  to  clothe  him.  The  annual  expense  of  board, 
lodging  and  tuition  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ;  and  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars  annually 
it  is  believed  will  clothe  each  pupil. 

4th.     General  moral  character  of  each  blind  person. 

5ih.  W  hetlier  they  are  free  from  diseases,  other  than  those  of  the  eyrs,  and  whether  the 
blindness  is  temporary  or  permanent  ;  the  Institution  not  being  an  infirmary  to  cure  patients, 
but  a  school  for  instruction. 

Gth.  Whether  they  possess  their  other  faculties,  except  seeing,  and  particularly  whether 
any  of  them  are  idiots. 

As  it  is  desirable  that  the  e.xisting  vacancies  shall  be  filled  as  soon  as  practicable,  the  Su- 
perintendent will  proceed  to  make  the  selections  on  the  first  day  of  June  next.  If  there 
should  be  vacancies  in  the  number  belonging  to  any  Senate  district,  pupils  will  be  taken  from 
other  districts.  Piomptness  in  the  returns  of  the  overseers  will  therefore  be  necessary  to 
kccuic  to  their  respective  districts  the  full  number  to  which  they  are  entitled. 

JOHN  C.  SPENCER, 

Superintendent  of  Common  Schoohs. 


FORM  OF  CERTIFICATE  OF  OVERSEERS. 

Counly, 

New  York,  184 

We  the  undersigned,  Overseeis of  the  Poor  in  the  Tovin  of  Counly  of 

State  of  New- York,  do  hereby  certify  that  of 

said  Town,  is  Blind.     He  was  years  old  on  the  day  of 

!a.st ;  his  moral  character  is  good ;  he  is  free  from  all  diseases  other  than  those  of  the  eyes ; 

his  blindness  is  permanent,  and  his  faculties,  other  than  those  of  sight,  are  good. 

The  name  of  his  father  (or  "nearest  relative,"  or  "guard  an")  is 

and  the  siid  i.^  not  of  sufficient  pecuniary  ability  to  pay  either  for  the 

board,  tuition,  or  clothing  of  the  taid  ,  as  a  pupil  of  the  New-York 

Institution  for  theBlind. 

?    Overseers  tj 
\      the  Poor. 


FORM  OF  A  BEQUEST  TO  THE  NEW-YORK  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


I  bequeath  lo  my  executors  the  gnm  of  dollars,  in 

irutt,  to  pay  over  the  same, in  after  my  decease,  to  Ihe  person 

who,  when  the  same  shall  be  payable,  .shall  act  as  Treasurer  of  the  New-York  Institution  for 
the  Blind,  to  be  applied  lo  the  charitable  uses  and  purposes  of  the  said  Institution  and  under 
ilk  direction. 


MuJ[ ^  Tte^^^kL 
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TENTH   ANNUAL  REPORT. 


TO  THE  HONORABLE,  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE   STATE 
OF  NEW  YORK. 

THE  MANAGERS  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND 

RESPECTFULLY      REPOHT: 

That  under  the  favor  of  Divine  Providence,  the  Institution  in  their 
charge  has,  during  the  past  year,  been  conducted  in  a  manner  to  continue 
and  perpetuate  the  blessings  which  it  was  the  intention  of  its  benevo- 
lent founders,  that  it  should  dispense  to  the  afflicted  subjects  forwhom  it 
was  established.  The  number  of  its  inmates  has  gone  on  steadily  in- 
creasing ;  the  various  departments  into  which  its  educational  economy 
is  subdivided,  have  been  prosecuted  with  their  usual  vigor,  and  been 
crowned  with  their  accustomed  success ;  the  financial  embarrassments 
under  which  the  Institution  labored  at  the  commencement  of  the  year, 
have,  by  the  munificence  of  the  Legislature  and  the  benevolence  of  pri- 
vate individuals,  been  in  a  great  measure  removed  ;  and  the  fidelity  and 
interest  manifested  by  those  to  whom  the  details  of  the  establishment  are 
entrusted,  and  the  harmony  that  has  prevailed  among  them,  has  secured 
the  most  faithful  administration  of  its  internal  affairs. 

During  the  past  year,  the  Board  have  been  deprived,  by  his  resigna- 
tion, of  the  efficient  and  able  services  of  their  Superintendent,  Mr. 
Wm.  Boggs;  connected  with  the  Institution  for  many  years  in  the  capa- 
cities of  Teacher  and  Superintendent,  the  experience  of  Mr.  Boggs,  ena- 
bled him  to  discharge  the  arduous  duties  of  his  situation  to  the  complete 
.satisfaction  of  the  Board,  and  so  as  to  win  the  esteem  and  affection  of 
every  inmate  of  the  Institution.  In  his  successor,  Mr.  Jas.  F.  Chamberlain, 
for  some  years  connected  with  the  Institution  as  Teacher,  the  Board  re- 
pose much  confidence,  and  anticipate  that  under  his  management,  it  may 
continue  in  its  career  of  prosperity  and  usefulness. 
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At  the  date  of  the  last  Annual  Report,  the  Institution  contained  one 
hundred  and  eleven  inmates.  Since  that  period,  thirty-seven  have  en- 
tered, and  twenty-three  have  left,  leaving  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
as  the  whole  number  at  present  in  the  Institution.  Four  of  our  interes- 
ting family  have,  during  the  past  year,  been  torn  from  us  by  death.  Had 
not  the  health  of  our  pupils  during  former  years  been  generally  equal  to 
that  enjoyed  by  the  same  number  of  individuals  elsewhere,  this  fact 
would  not  appear  so  singular ;  especially  when  we  consider  the  strong 
hereditary  tendency  to  disease,  apparent  in  many  instances,  and  the  fact, 
that  the  constitution  is  often  permanently  injured  by  the  same  disease 
which  destroys  the  vision,  or  by  the  course  of  treatment  resorted  to  for 
the  purpose  of  restoring  it.  Add  to  this,  the  unwillingness,  as  well  as 
the  incapacity  of  the  blind  to  take  much  vigorous  bodily  e.xercise,  and 
we  have  greater  reason  to  he  thankful  to  that  Being,  in  whose  hands 
are  the  issues  of  life  and  death,  that  we  have  been  so  long  spared,  than  to 
wonder  that  his  afflictive  dispensations  have  recently  befallen  us  so  fre- 
quently:  for  in  the  absence  of  any  assignable  local  cause,  sufficient  to 
account  for  the  mortality  which  we  lament,  it  can  only  be  considered  as 
the  inscrutible  providence  of  Him  "  whose  ways  are  past  finding  out." 

To  the  bereaved  friends  and  relatives,  we  can  only  offer  our  deep  sym- 
pathy and  the  assurance  that  no  effort  was  spared  to  assuage  the  pangs 
of  disease,  and  to  administer  that  comfort  and  consolation  so  much  need- 
ed in  the  last  trying  hour ;  and  that  in  the  case  of  those  who  were  of  an 
age  to  realize  the  responsibilities  of  existence,  the  hope  of  a  blessed  im- 
mortality enabled  them  to  meet  death  without  reluctance. 

It  will  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the  Treasurer's  Report,  that  the  in- 
come of  the  Institution  has  not  been  adequate  to  its  expenses.  The 
balance  against  it,  has,  however,  been  greatly  diminished,  and  but  for 
one  or  two  items  of  extraordinary  expenditure,  for  costly  and  permanent 
improvements,  would  have  been  entirely  liquidated.  It  must  be  borne 
in  mind  however,  that  for  years  to  come,  extraordinary  drafts  of  this  na- 
ture must  continue  to  be  made  upon  the  treasury,  until  the  streets  which 
surround  our  premises  shall  have  been  paved,  sewers  constructed* 
and  the  Croton  water  introduced ;  and  should  the  Institution  continue  its 
career  of  prosperity,  and  increase  in  numbers  in  the  same  proportion  as 
for  the  last  two  or  three  years,  additional  accommodations  will  eventu- 
ally become  necessary,  requiring  the  enlargement  of  the  structure  at 
present  occupied,  or  the  erection  of  an  additional  one. 
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The  following  summary  of  the  finances  of  the  Institution,  from  its 
commencement  to  this  time,  has  been  carefully  prepared  and  may  prove 
interesting. 

The  amount  paid  for  the  Baildings  and  Real  Estate  occupied  by  the 
Institution,  up  to  this  time,  is  as  follows  : — 

Ground,  32  lots,  westerly  half  of  the  block,     .     .     .     $13,130  00 
Buildings  up  to  the  lime  they  were  occupied,    .     .     .       68,644  88 
Additions,  and  permanent  alterations  made  since,  inclu- 
ding regulating  streets  and  grounds,  and  fencing,     .        7,057  41 


Cost  of  Ground  and  Buildings, f  88,832  29 

To  which  add  for  Furniture,  Books,  Musical  Instru- 
ments, say  at  least, 8,000  00 

Total  Capital  now  invested  in  the  Education  of  the 

Blind, $96,832  29 

Of  that  sum,  the  Slate  has  furnished  .     .     $42,000 

Individual  donations,  legacies,  &c.,     .     .       54,832  29=96,832  29 

Of  the  appropriation  of  $25,000  made  by  the  Legislature  at  its  last 
Session,  the  sum  of  $5,000  has  been  received-,  and  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  balance  then  due  to  our  Treasurer  for  advances  made  by  him 
which,  on  the  31st  of  December,  1844,  amounted  to  $10,818  82.  The 
sum  yet  to  be  recei\  ed  of  that  appropriation  $20,000,  is  pledged  for  the 
payment  of  the  easterly  half,  (32  lots)  of  the  block  of  ground  occupied 
by  the  Institution,  bought  at  $15,000,  to  which  must  be  added  such  in- 
terest as  may  accrue  thereon,  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  from 
the  date  of  the  contract  to  the  final  payment  of  the  debt,  which  will  then 
add  so  much  to  the  capital  embarked  in  the  enterprise,  making  at  that 
time,  a  total  of  about  $116,000. 

These  grounds  were  all  purchased  of  James  Boorman,  Esq.,  of  this 
city,  whose  liberality  and  great  desire  to  promote  the  benevolent  objects 
in  view,  induced  him  to  put  the  price  much  below  their  current  market 
value. 

The  total  amount  of  cash  receipts  into  the  Treasury  from  the  first  in- 
cipient step  in  the  education  of  the  Blind  in  1830,  to  the  31st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1845,  is  $216,306  87. 
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Derived  from  the  following  sources  : — 

From  the  State  of  New  York,  Board  and  Tuition  of  Pupils  $77,539  32 

do  New  Jersey,  do         ....  6,690  61 

Individuals,  do         ....  3,204  39 

Sales  of  Manufactures  of  the  Pupils, 13,019  82 

"     of  Old  Building  standing  on  the  Ground,  Iron,  &c.,    1,119  38 

Board  of  Education,  and  School  Commissioners,  .     .         4,039  15 

Counties  for  Clothing,* 5,287  57 

Corporation  of  the  City  of  New  York, 3,958  00 

State  Appropriations, 42,000  00 

Donations  from  Individuals,  Legacies,  Proceeds  of  Fairs 

and  Concerts,  Dividends,  and  Interest  received  .     .        59,448  63 

Total  as  before, $216,306  87 

Of  this  sum  there  was  received  prior  to  the  year  1836,  $12,585  28 
During  the  Year  1836  p.  IstAnnual  report  to  iegwtoure,  14,485  60 

«     1837      2d           do        29,576  08 

"                 "     1838      3d           do        15,815  48 

"     1839      4th          do        15,225  74 

««                 "     1840      5th          do        21,639  66 

««                 "     1841       6th          do 27,530  06 

«                 "     1842      7tli          do 13,425  54 

"                 "     1843      8th          do 19,451  75 

"                 "     1844      9th          do 16,396  83 

"     1845      10th        do        30,174  85 


$216,306  87 

The  services  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  and  its  Officers,  have  beeu, 
and  are  wholly  gratuitous;  even  the  laborious  duties  of  Treasurer  are 
performed  in  the  most  zealous  and  faithful  manner  without  compensa- 
tion, and  such  has  been  the  perfect  system  adopted  in  receiving  and  dis- 
bursing the  monies  of  the  Institution,  and  the  care  and  fidelity  of  all  con- 
nected with  it,  that  no  loss,  defalcation,  or  error  of  a  single  dollar,  has 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  Board  ever  occurred. 

The  literary  and  musical  departments  of  the  Institution  have,  during 
the  past  year,  as  appears  by  the  reports  of  their  respective  committees, 

*  Some  of  the  Counties  are  very  slow  in  malting  their  payments:  considerable  snms 
are  now  due  from  ihein,  much  to  the  detriment  of  our  Treasury. 
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hereto  appended,  and  to  which  the  managers  beg  leave  to  refer,  been 
conducted  with  their  usual  success.  To  both  a  large  number  of  new 
pupils  have  been  added.  In  the  intellectual  department,  a  competent 
male  and  female  instructor,  aided  by  several  blind  assistants,  selected  from 
those  educated  at  the  Institution,  has  secured  a  proficiency  which  drew 
forth  the  most  flattering  encomiums  from  the  Superintendent  of  Common 
Schools,  who  was  present  at  the  annual  examination  in  July  last;  and 
more  recently  an  examination,  attended  by  the  County  Superintendent, 
and  a  large  number  of  other  gentlemen,  evinced  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
present,  that  the  system  pursued  at  our  Institution  produces  results,  in 
no  degree  behind  those  effected  in  other  schools  where  seeing  pupils  en- 
joy every  advantage  for  the  acquisition  of  knowledge.  We  feel  how- 
ever, that  we  have  as  yet  scarcely  advanced  beyond  the  threshold  in  the 
education  of  the  Blind.  When  apparatus  adapted  to  their  peculiar  wants 
shall  have  been  increased,  and  books  multiplied,  so  as  place  within  the 
immediate  reach  of  the  Blind  themselves,  that  knowledge,  at  present  ac- 
quired chiefly  through  the  medium  of  oral  communication  from  the  teacher, 
it  is  hoped  that  their  advances  will  be  still  more  rapid,  and  their  acquisi- 
tions much  more  extensive. 

In  the  musical  department,  Mr.  ReiflT  contmues  his  efficient  services, 
assisted  by  Miss  Windmuller,  an  accomplished  vocalist,  and  several 
graduated  pupils  of  the  Institution.  Music  has  ever  been  a  prominent  fea- 
ture in  the  education  of  the  Blind,  at  this  and  other  similar  institutions  in 
this  country  and  in  Europe.  Hitherto,  our  pupils  have  generally  been  al- 
lowed to  employ  a  portion  of  their  time  in  the  cultivation  of  music,  with- 
out much  regard  to  their  talent  for  the  acqusition  of  this  science.  It  has 
been  thought  expedient  to  allow  this,  because,  even  where  the  degree  of 
talent  was  insufficient  to  warrant  its  cultivation  as  a  means  of  xdtimate 
support,  yet  it  was  considered  worth  attention,  as  affording  a  resource  in 
many  of  those  otherwise  tedious  and  listless  hours,  to  which  the  blind  are 
necessarily  subject.  The  influence  of  music  also  in  elevating  and  refin- 
ing the  character  is  not  unappreciated,  but  the  increasing  numbers  of 
the  Institution,  and  the  very  limited  means  at  its  disposal,  renders  it  a 
question  of  some  moment  with  the  Board,  whether  it  will  not  be  neces- 
sary to  confine  their  attention  to  the  instruction  of  those  only,  who  evince 
so  marked  a  capacity  for  this  branch  of  education,  as  to  encourage  the 
hope  that  it  may  reasonably  be  relied  on  by  the  pupil  as  a  means  of  sub- 
sistence in  after  life.  It  is  the  aim  of  the  Board  to  place  within  the 
reach  of  every  pupil  the  power  of  obtaining  a  comfortable  support,  and> 
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to  this  end,  in  obedience  to  the  law  to  that  effect,  every  pupil  of  suitable 
age,  and  who  is  supported  by  the  State,  is  required  to  learn  some  trade, 
while  at  the  same  time,  an  effort  is  made  to  give  him  such  a  musical  edu- 
cation as  shall  furnish  him  with  an  additional  resource,  should  his  ability 
and  proficiency  enable  him  to  make  it  available.  It  is  believed,  however, 
that  by  far  the  greatest  number  of  the  blind,  must  seek  in  some  mechani- 
cal employment  the  means  of  living.  In  the  fine  arts,  little  short  of 
perfection  will  be  tolerated,  and  supposing  a  blind  man  to  possess  the 
highest  degree  of  excellence  in  music,  the  doubt  which  very  generally 
prevails  as  to  the  ability  of  the  blind  to  teach  music,  render  the  public 
very  reluctant  to  employ  them.  Besides  the  business  of  a  teacher  of 
music  is  at  best  extremely  precarious,  and  fluctuating ;  and  in  all  places 
where  it  is  much  cultivated,  competition  among  those  who  possess  their 
sight  as  well  as  every  other  qualification,  is  so  great  that  it  is  almost  im- 
possible for  the  blind  to  succeed.  In  mechanical  pursuits  this  is  not  so 
much  the  case ;  a  lower  degree  of  excellence  will  find  patronage,  and 
useful  articles  will  at  all  times  command  purchasers  at  prices  which  will 
so  far  remunerate  the  producers  as  at  least  to  afford  them  a  comfortable 
support. 

The  manufacturing  departments  continue  to  be  conducted  with  their 
usual  vigor  and  skill.  By  a  reference  to  the  accompanying  report  of  the 
committee  having  charge  of  that  branch  of  our  economy,  it  will  be  seen, 
however,  that  they  are  a  charge  upon  the  Institution.  This  arises  from 
the  fact  that  the  salaries  of  the  instructors  in  those  departments  is  made 
a  charge  upon  them,  which,  without  such  charge,  would  show  a  large 
balance  in  their  favor.  The  propriety  of  this  course  may  well  be  doubted, 
when  it  is  considered  that  all  those  at  work  are  apprentices,  in  whose 
instruction  nearly  the  whole  of  the  teacher's  time  must  be  expended.  It 
is  to  be  remembered  also,  that  those  apprentices  work  but  half  the  day, 
the  remainder  being  spent  in  school  and  at  music,  so  that  although  by 
the  report  fifty-five  are  represented  as  being  employed,  but  half  that  num- 
ber of  days  work  are  accomplished  in  a  day.  Moreover  the  seeing  ap- 
prentice is  animated  with  the  hope  that  when  his  trade  is  learned,  he  shall 
be  possessed  of  the  means  of  assured  independence,  and  this  assurance 
causes  him  to  work  with  alacrity  and  cheerfulness ;  but  the  solitary  and 
unaided  efforts  of  a  blind  workman,  have  seldom  been  successful,  and  it 
is  the  want  of  the  stimulus  which  a  prospect  of  ultimate  profitable  em- 
ployment would  give,  which  renders  the  blind  reluctant  to  engage  in 
mechanical  pursuits,  and  indifferent  as  to  the  manner  in  which  their  labor 
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is  performed.  The  only  way  in  which  this  obstacle  can  ever  be  remov- 
ed, the  Board  are  convinced,  is  in  the  establishment,  in  connection  with 
institutions  for  the  education  of  the  blind,  workshops  lorthose  who  have 
acquired  trades  ;  in  which,  after  deducting  the  bare  expenses  of  the  estab- 
lishment, the  profits  shall  be  divided  among  the  workmen.  The  neces- 
sity for  the  establishment  of  such  an  asylum  in  connection  with  our  In- 
stitution, has  long  occupied  the  attention  of  the  managers,  and  the 
experience  of  each  successive  year  only  renders  that  necessity  the  more 
apparent.  An  isolated  blind  mechanic  requires  much  aid  from  one  who 
can  see,  and  the  profits  of  his  business  seldom  afford  the  means  of  pay- 
ing for  such  aid.  Scattered  through  the  country,  at  a  distance  from  mar- 
ket, and  with  very  limited  means,  they  are  often  unable  to  procure  the 
materials  for  carrying  on  their  work  at  all,  or  are  compelled  to  obtain 
them  at  prices  which  they  cannot  afford;  and  their  articles  even  when 
manufactured,  seldom  find  ready  purchasers.  The  establishment  of  an 
asylum  where  the  blind  might  unite  their  efforts,  where  materials  might 
be  bought  in  large  quantities,  and  consequently  at  the  lowest  rates,  where 
the  advantage  of  proximity  to  a  large  market  is  afforded,  where  the  aid 
of  only  a  single  seeing  person  to  a  large  number  of  blind  would  be 
needed,  where  board,  clothing,  fuel,  &c.,  could  be  furnished  at  the  least 
possible  expense;  and  where  opportunities  for  social  and  mental  im- 
provement would  be  afforded,  which  they  could  not  enjoy  elsewhere,  is 
now  the  only  thing  needed  to  carry  out  that  complete  system  for  melio- 
rating the  condition  of  the  blind,  aimed  at  with  remarkable  foresight  by 
the  original  friends  of  the  institution,  and  which  has  been  found  abso. 
lutely  essential  to  the  complete  attainment  of  that  object  wherever  simi- 
lar institutions  have  existed. 

Greatly  as  such  an  asylum  is  needed  to  effect  completely  the  object 
which  the  friends  of  the  blind  have  in  view,  namely  the  placing  them 
in  circumstances  where  their  privation  shall  be  felt  as  little  as  possible, 
as  an  obstacle  to  the  acquisition  of  an  honourable  independence,  it  is 
undeniable  that  great  good  has  already  been  effected  without  it.  This  is 
evinced  by  the  fact  that  a  number  of  r^ur  pupils  are  now  earning  a  com- 
petent support  by  their  exertions  elsewhere  The  success  of  one  of  these 
has  recently  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Board,  and  is  such  as  to  war- 
rant a  more  particular  notice.  For  this  purpose  they  beg  leave  to  insert 
a  letter  from  the  individual  in  question,  recently  received  by  them. 
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"  Chenango,  October  25th,  1845. 
Gentlemen : 

By  request,  I  have  sent  you  the  following  statement,  that  you  may 
know  how  far  your  kindness  has  benefitted  one  whom  Providence  has 
seen  fit  to  afilict  with  the  loss  of  his  sight.  About  four  years  have  elaps- 
ed since  I  left  the  Institution,  where  I  had  remaine  1  six  months,  having 
been  received  under  a  special  act.  While  in  the  Institution,  I  learned 
the  basket  making  business,  and  by  that  means  I  have  not  only  been  able 
to  obtain  a  comfortable  living,  but  I  have  also  purchased  thirty  acres  of 
land,  and  have  erected  thereon  a  comfortable  house,  and  am  able  to  do 
something  for  benevolent  purposes.  With  gratitude  do  I  remember  the 
kind  treatment  I  experienced  while  in  the  Institution,  and  shall  ever  feel 
to  bless  God  for  having  so  disposed  the  hearts  of  sojne,  to  establish  such 
an  institution  where  the  afflicted  may  be  instructed,  and  thereby  become 
useful  members  of  society.  The  reports  which  you  have  favored  me 
Avith,  have  been  thankfully  received,  and  from  them  I  learn  that  the  In- 
stitution is  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  that  it  may  long  remain  so  is  the 
prayer  of  j^our  ever  grateful  pupil, 

S.  T.  BLACK. 

Managers  of  the  N.  Y.  InsHtution  for  the  Blind." 

This  pupil  was  however,  of  mature  age,  and  possessed  of  great  men- 
tal and  moral  energy,  as  well  as  much  skill  in  his  trade,  and  tact  in  the 
management  of  business.  But  such  instances  are  very  rare,  and  are  rather 
to  be  pointed  out  as  exceptions,  than  as  furnishing  foundations  for  general 
conclusions.  In  the  great  majority  of  cases,  blind  persons,  shut  out  as 
they  are  from  the  world,  do  not  possess  the  necessary  tact  in  the  man- 
agement of  business,  even  if  they  enjoyed  the  other  means  of  prosecuting 
it  successfully.  For  such  therefore,  some  provision  should  be  made,  and 
in  no  way  could  the  efforts  of  benevolence  be  more  worthily  directed, 
than  in  the  establishment  of  an  asylum,  where  employment  might  fur- 
nish the  means  of  independence  to  those  yearning  for  it  with  equal  in- 
tensity as  their  fellow  men,  but  to  whom,  unless  some  such  means  be 
provided,  it  must  forever  be  denied. 

By  a  reference  to  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Supplies,  it  will  be 
seen  that  their  arduous  duties  have  been  most  faithfully  performed.  As 
the  committee  to  whose  supervision  the  management  of  the  internal  af- 
fairs of  the  house  are  chiefly  confided,  this  may  be  regarded  as  the  most 
important  Committee  of  the  Board.  They  meet  weekly  at  the  Institu- 
tion, examine  its  condition  as  to  order  and  cleanliness,  ascertain  and  di- 
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rect  the  purchase  of  such  articles  as  are  needed,  and  audit  all  bills  for 
domestic  supplies  before  their  payment  by  the  treasurer. 

The  discipline  of  the  establi.shment  is  of  course  under  the  immediate 
control  of  the  Superintendent,  and  other  officers  of  the  house,  subject  to 
the  advice  of  the  Committee  on  Supphes,  and  guided  generally  by  the 
"  Rules  and  Regulations"  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Managers  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Institution,  and  in  which  they  have  aimed  to  be  kind  and 
admonitory,  rather  than  harsh  and  corrective  ;  and  at  the  same  time  to 
secure  that  wholesome  restraint,  obedience,  and  respect  for  good  order 
which  is  so  essential  to  a  well  regulated  family,  the  perfect  development 
of  character,  and  to  the  well  being  of  an  establishment  like  ours.  The 
blind  no  less  than  the  seeing  require  restraint,  and  while  it  forms  a  part 
of  the  business  of  education  to  draw  out  and  invigorate  the  intellectual 
powers,  it  is  no  less  within  its  province  to  inculcate  and  enforce  that 
wholesome  discipline,  which  will  enable  the  mind  to  suppress  those  way- 
ward impulses  and  propensities  that  too  often  lead  it  astray. 

The  office  of  Chaplain  to  the  Institution  has  teen  filled  during  the 
past  year,  by  the  Rev.  Foster  Thayer,  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church.  Divine  service  has  been  regularly  held  in  the  Chapel  twice 
every  Sabbath,  and  the  Board  have  witnessed  with  the  highest  gratifica- 
tion, the  ability  and  zeal  with  which  Mr.  Thayer  has  discharged  the 
duties  of  his  responsible  station ;  and  although  his  official  relation  has 
terminated  by  the  expiration  of  the  term  fixed  tor  its  limitation,  they  part 
with  him  with  much  regret,  a  feeling  deeply  participated  by  all  the  offi- 
cers and  pupils  of  the  Institution.  During  the  next  year  the  situation 
will  be  filled  by  the  Rev.  Gorham  D.  Abbott,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
a  gentleman  whose  experience  and  reputation  as  an  instructor,  religious, 
moral  and  intellectual,  qualify  him  in  a  peculiar  manner  for  the  discharge 
of  this  duty.  Such  pupils  of  the  Institution  as  are  members  of  other  de- 
nominations, and  prefer  attending  church  elsewhere,  and  who  are  pro- 
vided by  their  friends  with  a  suitable  guide,  have,  at  all  proper  times, 
the  privilege.  Besides  the  regular  ministrations  upon  the  Sabbath,  a 
Sunday  school  is  connected  with  the  Institution  which  all  of  suitable 
age  are  expected  to  attend.  An  idea  has  been  sometimes  entertained, 
that  the  blind  are  less  susceptible  to  religious  emotions  than  others  ;  but 
this  opinion  is  thought  to  be  erroneous.  Of  the  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  inmates  of  the  institution,  thirty-seven  are  church  members  and 
communicants,  and  the  attention  and  interest  manifested  in  the  subject  of 
religion,  equals  that  evinced  among  the  same  number  of  individuals  else- 


14  TENTH    ANNUAL   REPORT. 

where.  It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  also,  that  a  very  large  proportion  of 
our  pupils  are  children,  and  not  of  an  age  to  realize  to  their  full  extent 
.the  great  truths  of  religion. 

Having  thus  very  briefly  reviewed  the  condition  of  the  Institution  for 
the  past  year,  the  Board  cannot  allow  the  opportunity  suggested  by  the 
rendering  of  this  their  Tenth  Annual  Report,  to  escape,  without  recur- 
ring to  the  earlier  history  of  the  Institution,  and  noticing  a  few  of  the 
more  prominent  points  in  its  progress,  in  order  that  many  incidents, 
which  would  otherwise  be  forgotten,  may  be  recorded  for  the  benefit  of 
those  who  may  succeed  us,  and  to  pay  a  merited  tribute  of  respect  to  the 
first  laborers  in  the  benevolent  cause. 

About  the  year  1830,  the  first  movement  in  this  country  towards  the 
education  of  the  blind  was  made.  The  work  was  commenced  nearly 
simultaneously  in  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  and  New  York.  In 
Europe,  after  the  year  1774,  when  the  success  which  attended  the  efforts 
of  the  benevolent  Abbe  Haiiy  attracted  the  attention  of  the  philanthropic, 
various  schools  for  this  purpose  had  been  instituted.  To  whom  we  are 
indebted  for  the  first  idea  of  the  establishment  of  a  similar  school  in  this 
country,  it  is  impossible  now  to  ascertain.  The  Institution  in  Massa- 
chusetts, it  is  believed,  was  the  first  one  chartered,  although  the  one  in 
New  York  preceded  it  in  commencing  operations.  It  is  probable,  there- 
fore, and  as  will  appear  when  we  come  to  notice  the  efforts  of  the  phi- 
lanthropic in  behalf  of  the  blind,  that  the  scheme  originated  in  various 
minds  about  the  same  time.  Mr.  Samuel  Wood,  an  aged  and  respecta- 
ble member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  who  is  now  no  more,  and  to 
whose  efforts,  united  with  those  of  Dr.  Samuel  Akerly,  this  Institution 
mainly  owes  it  origin,  seems  first  to  have  conceived  the  idea  of  such  an 
establishment  in  the  years  1827,  or  '28.  He  was  at  that  time,  and  for 
several  years  subsequently,  a  trustee  and  frequent  visitor  of  the  school 
for  the  orphan,  and  other  indigent  children  of  the  New  York  Alms 
House.  Several  of  the  children,  whom,  in  his  visitations  he  frequently 
saw  about  the  school,  had  recently  been  deprived  of  sight  by  an  opthal- 
mic  disease,  and  thus  kindled  in  his  bosom  a  lively  interest  for  that  af- 
flicted class,  now  the  objects  of  our  care.  As  he  witnessed  their  eagerness 
to  acquire  knowledge,  their  activity  and  apparent  intelligence,  the  idea 
occurred  to  him,  "  cannot  something  be  done  for  these  unfortunate  chil- 
dren .'"  In  one  of  his  visits  to  the  school  about  this  time,  after  noticing 
in  the  book  usually  kept  for  the  purpose,  (and  which  is  fortunately  st'U 
preserve*! ;)  the  general  condition  of  the  school,  he  says: — 
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"  The  pen  with  which  this  was  written,  was  made  by  one  of  the  six 
boys  who  lost  his  sight  by  the  sore  eye  distemper  lately  prevalent  here. 
Query.  Ought  not  some  exertion  to  be  made  to  help  these  unfortunate 
children  to  be  more  comfortable  and  useful  to  themselves  and  society  in 
the  long  stage  of  darkness  (all  their  lives)  which  must  be  their  lot  ?" 
«  11th  mo.  4th,  1830."  Signed, 

"SAMUEL  WOOD." 

An  idea  of  the  feasibility,  as  well  as  the  necessity  of  some  such  plan, 
seems  to  have  been  gaining  ground  in  Mr.  Wood's  mind  for  some  time, 
and  probably  about  this  period  he  prepared  for  publication  the  paragraph 
alluded  to  in  the  paper  of  Dr.  Akerly,  given  below,  which  was  found 
among  his  papers  in  his  own  hand  writing,  after  his  decease,  and  by  the 
politeness  of  his  sons.  Dr.  Isaac  Wood,  and  Mr.  John  Wood,  two  of  our 
Managers,  has  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Board.  It  is  here  in- 
serted entire  as  a  precious  memento,  of  the  first  movement  made  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  subject. 

"  There  are  in  our  almshouse little  boys  from to years  of 

age,  who  are  in  total  darkness  by  the  loss  of  sight,  occasioned  by  a  re- 
markable visitation  of  sore  eyes  which  has  long  infected  the  children  of 
that  institution.  In  looking  on  the  poor  objects  deprived  of  the  inesti- 
mable blessing  we  enjoy,  the  sorrowful  and  afiecting  query  arises — shall, 
or  must  they,  to  the  latest  day  of  perhaps  a  long  life,  be  left  to  grope 
out  time  without  an  attempt  to  meliorate  their  condition,  and  render 
them  useful  to  themselves  and  their  fellow  creatures,  and  in  so  doing  go 
far  to  make  them  happy  by  instructing  them  in  a  variety  of  branches  for 
which  they  are  fitted  .'" 

"  Schools  have  been  established  in  Europe,  and  wonders  performed 
by  the  blind,  and  I  think  1  have  seen  a  hint  lately  in  some  paper  of  an 
attempt  in  Boston  to  stir  up  the  sympathies  of  the  citizens  to  so  laudable 
a  work." 

"  Many  good  and  charitable  schemes  have  of  late  successfully  enga- 
ged public  attention.  What  one  more  useful  can  the  mind  suggest,  than 
one  of  this  description .' — a  school  for  the  benefit  of  the  unfortunate 
blind,  whether  so  born,  or  by  sickness,  or  any  accident  made  so." 

"  Let  every  American  reflect.  Were  [  to  be  deprived  this  day  of  my 
sight,  and  be  thus  enveloped  in  darkness,  never  more  to  see  daylight,  or 
any  object  however  dear — would  he  not  think  he  had  claims  on  his  more 
favored  fellow  citizens,  who  with  their  children,  are  blessed  with  eyes. 
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and  sight,  to  use  their  cheerful  and  joint  co-operation  to  establish  a  school 
or  schools  sufficient  to  instruct  all  the  deprived  unfortunates." 

The  attentio]!  of  Dr.  Akerly  seems,  about  the  same  time,  to  have  been 
directed  to  the  subject ;  whether  from  the  publication  of  Mr,  Wood's  pa- 
per, or  from  some  other  cause,  is  now  uncertain,  and  in  January,  1831, 
he  inserted  an  advertisement  in  the  papers  in  the  usual  form,  stating  that 
an  application  would  be  made  to  the  Legislature,  then  in  session,  for  an 
act  of  incorporation  for  an  Institution  for  the  Blind,  to  be  located  in  the 
city  of  New  York.  But  in  whatever  way  the  minds  of  the  two  philan- 
thropists were  originally  directed  to  the  subject;  we  are  not  left  in  doubt 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  their  co-operation  in  the  common  object  was 
brought  about.  In  a  paper  prepared  by  Dr.  Akei'ly,  and  presented  to 
the  Board  of  Managers,  during  the  last  year  that  he  presided  over  the 
interests  of  the  Institution,  and  with  a  view  to  future  reference  on  points 
connected  with  the  early  history  of  the  Institution — he  says : 

"  It  was  the  intention  of  the  founders  to  open  a  broad  field  of  benevo- 
lence, embracing  the  blind  of  all  ages,  and  that  those  advanced  in  life,  as 
well  as  the  young,  should  have  an  opportunity  of  employment,  and,  af- 
ter having  acquired  a  knowledge  of  some  mechanical  branch  of  industry, 
be  paid  for  the  amount  of  their  labor,  but  the  act  of  incorporation,  when 
under  consideration  in  the  Senate  of  this  State,  (in  the  spring  of  1831,) 
was  amended  by  a  Senator  from  this  city,  (Mr.  Stephen  Allen,)  so  that 
the  action  of  the  Institution  was  restricted  to  the  instruction  of  blind 
ctiildren.  This  act  was  passed  on  the  21s?  o/^j9r;7,  1831,  and  consti- 
tutes the  managers  a  body  corporate  and  politic,  in  fact  and  in  name,  by 
the  name  and  style  of  the  New  York  Institution  for  the  Blind,  for  the 
purpose  of  instructing  children  who  have  been  born  blind,  or  who  may 
have  become  blind  by  disease  or  accident." 

"  It  is  not  my  intention  to  speak  of  the  present  condition  and  bright 
prospects  of  this  Seminary  for  the  Blind,  but  to  give  some  facts  in  rela- 
tion to  its  origin  and  early  history  known  only  to  a  few." 

"  About  the  period  that  the  first  movement  was  made  here  in  behalf 
of  the  blind,  an  aged  and  venerable  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
on  visiting  the  public  school  attached  to  the  Alms  House,  observed  seve- 
ral children  unable  to  take  any  part  in  the  school  exercises  on  account  of 
blindness  caused  by  ophthalmia,  then  prevalent  in  that  establishment. 
He  was  led  to  prepare  a  paragraph  for  publication  in  the  newspapers, 
•calling  public  attention  to  the  forlorn  condition  of  those  children,  and 


TENTH   ANNUAL    REPORT.  17 

suggesting  that  something  should  be  done.  He  called  on  Mr.  Hiram 
Ketchum  to  procure  his  co-operation,  and  was  by  him  directed  to  Dr. 
Akerly,  who  had  already  taken  the  preliminary  steps  necessary  to  procure 
an  act  of  incorporation.  From  that  time  he  cordially  co-operated  with 
the  first  mover,  and  in  the  beginning  was  the  only  person  who  encoura- 
ged him  to  persevere  in  accomplishing  the  desired  object.  All  others 
whom  he  consulted,  laughed  at  the  undertaking  as  a  wild  project,  but 
with  the  solitary  aid  of  the  good  old  man,  Samuel  Wood,  the  pursuit 
was  continued,  until  others  became  interested,  and  united  their  exertions 
in  behalf  of  the  blind.  Ten  years  only  have  elapsed,  (written  in  1842) 
and  an  institution  for  the  blind  on  an  extensive  scale  is  permanently  es- 
tablished, and  doubtless  will  continue  to  prosper." 

"  When  the  petition  to  the  Legislature  was  prepared  and  signed  by  a 
few  gentlemen,  it  was  presented  to  our  venerable  friend,  who  objected  to 
add  his  name  thereto,  because  it  terminated  with  the  words  usually  con- 
cluding petitions  to  the  Legislature — "  for  which,  as  in  duty  bound,  your 
petitioners  will  ever  pray."  These  words  caused  conscientious  scruples, 
because,  said  he,  '  It  is  not  proper  to  pray  to  human  creatures,  but  only 
to  the  Almighty.'  The  objectionable  words  were  accordingly  stricken 
out,  and  others  substituted,  and  the  petition  was  signed  and  forwarded 
to  Albany,  and  in  due  time  acted  upon." 

"Previous  to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  incorporation,  it  was  necessary 
to  forward  to  Albany  the  names  to  fill  up  the  blank  for  the  first  officers 
and  managers.  So  little  disposition  existed  among  those  applied  to,  to  act 
in  the  premises,  that,  out  of  twenty,  a  few  only  consented  to  have  their 
names  introduced  in  the  bill.  As  time  progressed,  and  the  necessity  for 
decision  became  more  pressing,  the  list  of  names  in  the  Act  was  made 
out  and  sent  to  Albany,  without  consulting  the  individuals,  and  thus 
the  act  was  passed." 

"After  its  passage,  in  April,  1831,  little  progress  was  made  in  relation 
to  the  objects  of  the  act  for  the  remainder  of  that  year.  The  President, 
(Dr.  Akerly,)  through  Samuel  Wood  and  Sons,  wrote  to  England  for 
information,  and  imported  some  books  in  raised  letters,  and  apparatus 
for  instructing  the  blind  ;  but  no  attempts  Avere  made  to  instruct  them 
until  in  the  early  part  of  1832." 

"  Previous  to  that  time.  Dr.  John  D.  Russ,  one  of  the  philanthropists 
who  had  been  an  agent  of  the  Greek  Committee,  to  distribute  the  food 
aud  clothing  sent  to  the  suffering  inhabitants  of  that  devoted  country 
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from  these  United  States,  returned  to  America.  Here,  in  this  city,  and 
not  knowing  what  had  been  done  in  relation  to  the  blind,  he  conceived 
the  design  of  instructing  them,  and  visited  the  Alms  House  to  examine 
the  children  in  that  condition  there.  Meeting  with  his  old  friend  and 
associate,  John  R.  Stuyvesant,  who  had  also  been  an  agent  of  the  New 
York  Greek  Committee  of  1 828,  he  communicated  his  ideas  respecting 
the  blind,  and  was  informed  of  the  existence  of  an  act  of  incorporation, 
and  a  board  of  managers  of  which  Mr.  Stuyvesant  was  one.  Dr.  Russ 
was  accordingly  introduced  to  the  President,  and  measures  were  concert- 
ed to  open  a  school,  he  consenting  to  give  his  services  gratuitously  as 
instructor." 

A  room  was  hired  in  a  house  in  Canal  street,  and  three  boys,  taken 
from  the  Alms  House,  were  boarded  with  a  widow  residing  in  the  same 
building.  This  was  the  liumble  beginning  of  the  New  York  Institution 
for  the  Biind,  now  (1842)  in  so  prosperous  a  condition." 

"  At  that  early  period,  Samuel' Wood  was  the  only  manager  who  as- 
sisted the  President,  or  took  any  interest  in  the  undertaking.  Although 
but  a  small  affair,  some  money  was  needed  for  furniture,  books,  appara- 
tus, board,  clothing,  &c. ;  and  the  necessary  funds  for  these  purposes 
were  principally  collected  by  our  worthy  friend  and  manager  from  the 
commencement." 

"  In  the  spring  of  1832,  so  much  progress  had  been  made  by  Dr.  Russ 
in  the  instruction  of  the  three  boys  from  the  Alms  House,  that  they  be- 
gan to  excite  an  interest  in  others  of  the  managers,  and  it  was  determined 
to  enlarge  the  sphere  of  action,  engage  other  premises,  and  increase  the 
number  of  pupils.  Accordingly,  in  May,  1832,  a  house  in  Mercer  street 
was  taken,  other  blind  children  withdrawn  from  the  Alms  House,  and 
placed  with  those  already  under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  Russ.  These 
measures  required  increased  expenditures,  and  here  again  Samuel  Wood 
was  indefatigable  and  persevering  in  collecting  funds,  but  others  now 
began  to  take  an  active  part,  and  henceforth  the  Institution  was  never 
without  friends." 

"  Before  this  relation  is  closed,  it  ought  to  be  recorded  for  the  benefit  of 
another  of  the  original  managers  who  at  first  felt  no  interest  in  the  un- 
dertaking, that  he  subsequently  opened  his  eyes  in  the  good  cause,  and  ex- 
erted himself  with  great  effect.  This  individual  was  Mr.  Morris  Ketch- 
um.  In  1833  he  took  a  subscription  book,  and  in  a  short  time  collected 
about  a  thousand  dollars.     While  engaged  in  soliciting  donations,  he 
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called  on  Mr.  James  Boorman  and  observed  1o  him  that  he  was  engaged 
in  collecting  contributions  for  a  benevolent  object,  and  wanted  one  hun- 
dred dollars  from  him.  IVIr.  Boorman  inquired  into  the  object,  and  after 
hearing  full  and  satisfactory  information,  he  replied  that  possibly  he 
might  do  better  by  the  Institution  than  by  contributing  one  hundred  dol- 
lars. Mr.  Boorman  then  related  that  he  had  a  piece  of  ground,  and  a 
large  unoccupied  building,  on  the  Ninth  Avenue  and  Thirty-fourth  street, 
forwliich  he  would  give  a  lease  for  a  number  of  years  at  a  nominal  rent, 
and  the  privileg-e  of  buying  the  same  if  it  would  answer  the  purposes  of 
the  Institution.  This  is  the  ground  on  which  the  Institution  is  now  per- 
manently located." 

Thus  far  the  paper  of  Dr.  Akerly.  The  first  meeting  of  the  mana- 
gers of  the  New  York  Institution  for  the  Blind,  who  were  appointed  by 
the  Legislature,  was  held  on  the  14fh  Dec.  1831,  at  the  house  of  Dr. 
Akerly,  at  which  the  following  persons  were  present :  Dr.  Samuel 
Akerly,  President,  Henry  Thomas,  Samuel  Wood,  Morris  Ketchum, 
Thompson  Price,  M.  C.  Paterson,  J.  R.  Stuyvesant,  and  H.  K.  Bogert. 
A  certified  copy  of  the  act  of  incorporation,  passed  April  21st  1831,  was 
presented,  read  and  accepted,  after  which  a  statement  of  the  means  that 
had  been  used  to  bring  about  that  result,  and  copies  of  the  correspon- 
dence had  with  members  of  the  Legislature  were  read,  together  with  the 
petition  which  the  "  venerable  Friend,"  Samuel  Wood,  had  refused  to 
sign,  until  the  objectionable  words  with  which  it  concluded  had  been 
altered.  As  another  interesting  memorial  of  the  early  days  of  the  insti- 
tution, as  well  as  to  show  clearly  the  object  of  its  founders,  this  petition 
is  here  inserted. 

"  The  petition  of  the  subscribers,  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  respectfully  represents." 

"  That  an  association  has  been  formed  in  this  city,  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  an  institution  to  improve  the  moral  and  intellectual  condition 
of  the  blind,  and  to  instruct  them  in  such  mechanical  employments  as 
are  best  adapted  to  persons  in  such  a  condition." 

"  Schools  have  been  established  in  various  parts  of  Europe,  to  give 
instruction  to  children  who  have  been  born  blind,  or  who  have  become 
so  by  disease  or  accident  in  early  life.  Various  trades  are  connected 
with  these  establishments  to  employ  the  unfortunate  bhnd  when  of  suit- 
able age,  and  who  would  otherwise  be  left  in  listless  inactivity,  mere 
cyphers  or  blanks  in  society.     The  first  objects  of  this  association,  will 
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be  to  ascertain  what  can  be  done  to  meliorate  their  condition,  how,  and 
to  what  extent  by  instructing  the  young,  and  providing  employment  for 
those  who  shall  be  found  proper  objects  of  such  an  Institution.  It  is  a 
well  known  fact,  that  the  deprivation  of  sight  quickens  the  sense  of  feel- 
ing, and  in  some  instances  has  been  known  to  exalt  the  intellectual  fac- 
ulties. 

"  It  has  been  ascertained  that  in  some  parts  of  Europe,  the  blind  are 
in  the  proportion  of  one  to  every  thousand  of  the  inhabitants,  and  by 
inquiries  made  in  Massachusetts,  a  similar  proportion  has  been  found 
to  exist  in  the  States  east  of  New  York.  If  the  same  proportion  should 
be  found  in  this  State,  the  number  of  blind  might  be  estimated  at  nearly 
two  thousand.  A  desire  to  recover  them  from  degradation  and  ignorance, 
and  to  raise  them  to  a  rank  of  usefulness,  actuates  the  members  of  this 
Association." 

'♦  Wherefore  they  solicit,  that  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  will  grant 
an  act  of  incorporation  to  the  said  association,  by  the  name  and  style  of 
"  The  New  York  Institution  for  the  Blind,"  for  which,  as  in  duty 
bound,  your  petitioners  will  esteem  it  a  particular  favor." 

"  New  York,  28th  March,  1831." 

Signed  by  Sylvanus  Miller, 

Samuel  Wood,  Jas.  Dill,  jr., 

Henry  Remsen,  E.  Hand, 

Gideon  Lee,  R.  Riker, 

Thompson  Price,  Wm.  T.  Slocum, 

John  T.  Dolan,  Geo.  Armstrong, 

Hiram  Ketchum,  Z.  Ring, 

Samuel  Akerly,  Wm.  B.  Crosby, 

Corey  Taber,  Walter  Bowne." 

After  the  reading  of  the  petition,  the  act  of  incorporation,  the  correspon- 
dence with  the  Legislature,  and  the  appointment  of  various  committees 
in  furtherance  of  the  common  object,  the  meeting  adjourned,  "to  be 
next  called  together  when  the  President  thinks  proper."  On  the  18th  of 
February,  1832,  it  was  "thought  proper"  to  hold  another  meeting,  and 
accordingly  one  was  convened  at  60  Wall  Street,  at  which  Dr.  Akerly, 
and  Messrs.  H.  Thomas,  M.  Ketchum,  J.  W.  Jenkins,  H.  Averill, 
C.  Bolton  and  H.  Ketchum,  were  present.  After  filling  several  vacan- 
cies which  had  already  occurred  in  their  number,  probably  ijirough  distrust 
of  the  enterprise,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  and  forward  a  me- 
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morial  to  Congress  for  a  grant  of  land  to  this  Institution,"  and  another 
committee  consisting  of  Drs.  Akerly  and  Russ,  were  appointed  "with 
power  to  make  arrangements  for  instructing  two  or  three  children  by 
way  of  experiment."  In  pursuance  of  the  first  of  these  Resolutions,  an 
application  was  made  to  Congress,  but  no  aid  from  that  quarter  was  ever 
extended.  A  similar  application  from  the  Massachusetts  Institution,  it 
is  presumed,  met  a  similar  fate,  although  a  bill  was  reported  appropria- 
ting a  township  of  land  for  the  purpose. 

The  next  meeting  took  place  at  No.  1  Tryon  Row,  on  the  19th  of 
April,  1832,  where  Samuel  Akerly,  Curtis  Bolton,  Samuel  Wood,  He- 
man  Averill,  John  D.  Russ,  and  Morris  Ketchum,  were  present ;  and  at 
which  Dr.  Akerly  reported,  that  three  children  had  been  procured  from 
the  Alms  House  on  the  15th  of  March  preceding,  and  were  then  under 
instruction.  Dr.  Russ  also  presented  three  baskets,  which  had  been 
constructed  by  the  blind  boys,  and  which  "  afforded  decisive  evidence  of 
ihe  capabilities  of  the  Blind  for  receiving  instruction."  A  committee 
was  appointed  "  to  procure  suitable  rooms  and  board  for  the  ensuing 
year,  and  to  make  such  other  arrangements  for  the  comfort  and  conve- 
nience of  the  children  as  they  may  deem  expedient." 

No  other  meeting  took  place  till  tne  28th  November,  1832.  In  the 
mean  time  the  children  had  been  removed  from  the  house  of  the  "  widow 
in  Canal  street,"  to  No.  47  Mercer  street,  the  care  of  their  education  had 
been  entrusted  to  Dr.  John  D.  Russ,  in  whose  family  they  resided,  and  in 
addition  to  the  three  boys  placed  under  instruction  on  the  15th  of  March, 
three  other  children  were  added  on  the  19th  of  May  following.  On  Mon- 
day, December  10th,  1832,  the  Managers  again  convened.  The  exer- 
tions of  Dr.  Russ  in  the  education  of  his  sightless  pupils,  had  been 
crowned  with  such  success,  that  a  public  exhibition  had  been  arranged, 
and  which  look  place  at  the  City  Hotel,  on  the  13th  December,  at  which 
"all  the  members  of  the  corporation,  officers  of  public  institutions,  and 
others  of  our  most  influential  citizens  were  invited,"  The  interest 
awakened  by  this  exhibition  gave  a  fresh  impetus  to  the  cause.  At  a 
meeting  which  took  place  on  the  28th  December,  it  was  announced  that 
the  exhibition  at  the  City  Hotel,'had  added  to  the  subscriptions  of  the 
Institution  two  hundred  and  forty  dollars.  On  the  31st  December,  the 
Board  again  assembled  ;  elected  the  Managers  for  the  ensuing  year,  reor- 
ganized with  the  newly  elected  members,  when  Dr.  Samuel  Akerly  was 
re-elected  President ;  Silas  Brown,  Vice  President ;  J.  D.  Russ,  Record- 
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ing  Secretary ;    Theodore  Dwight,  Jr.,  Corresponding  Secretary,  and 
Curtis  Bolton,  Treasurer,  and  thus  closed  their  labors  for  the  first  year. 

Hitherto  the  progress  of  the  Institution  had  been  a  constant  struggle 
against  obstacles  of  every  kind.  Even  the  benevolent  looked  upon  it  as 
a  well-meant  but  Utopian  scheme,  and  coldly  and  cautiously  stood  aloof. 
The  school  labored  under  great  embarrassment  for  the  want  of  books  and 
other  apparatus,  adapted  to  its  peculiar  wants,  and  no  funds  were  provi- 
ded to  meet  its  expenses,  except  such  as  the  voluntary  subscriptions  of 
a  few  of  its  immediate  friends  aflforded.  In  one  of  the  earlier  reports  we 
read  that,  "  by  the  persevering  and  indefatigable  exertions  of  Samuel 
Wood,  and  some  others,  five  hundred  and  seventy-nine  dollars  were 
raised  by  subscription,  and  all  expenses  incurred  to  the  1st  January,  1833, 
were  liquidated  and  paid,"  by  the  exertions  of  the  same  "  indefatigable" 
friend,  we  find  that  in  June,  1833,  five  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars  had 
been  subscribed,  "  four  hundred  and  seventy-six  of  v/hich  had  actually 
been  paid  in."  It  is  worthy  of  note,  too,  as  another  instance  of  the  in- 
flexible regard  to  principle  with  which  the  "  good  old  man"  was  guided, 
that,  upon  the  acceptance  by  the  Board  in  1832,  of  an  offer  to  give  a 
ball  for  the  benefit  of  the  Institution,  then  struggling  in  the  slough  of 
pecuniary  embarrassment,  he  solemnly  recorded  his  protest  against  it. 

A  brighter  day  now  dawned  upon  the  Institution.  The  proficiency 
shown  by  the  pupils  at  the  exhibition  at  the  City  Hotel,  had  awakened 
the  public  attention  and  interest — friends  began  to  multiply,  and  means 
to  flow  in  ;  so  that  from  this  period,  although  it  had  many  obstacles  to 
encounter,  still  the  progress  of  the  Institution  was  steady  and  rapid. 
On  the  1st  of  May,  1833,  the  school  was  removed  to  No.  62  Spring- 
Street,  where  it  continued  till  the  1st  November  in  the  same  year,  when 
it  was  transferred  to  the  premises  at  present  occupied ;  the  Board  agree- 
ing to  the  offer  of  Mr.  Boorman,  to  lease  them  at  a  "  nominal  rent," 
with  the  privilege  of  purchase  within  a  given  time. 

The  Board  in  enumerating  the  various  causes  of  success,  and  acknow- 
ledging the  great  and  valuable  services  of  individuals,  would  do  violence 
to  their  own  feelings,  were  they  to  omit  referring  with  gratitude,  to  the 
aid  and  .support  derived,  about  this  period,  from  many  benevolent  ladies, 
who  entered  zealously  into  the  cause  of  the  Blind  :•  -Mrs.  W  H.  Thomp- 
son, Mrs.  Trulock,  Mrs.  Galatian,  Mrs.  Holmes,  Miss  Van  Wagenen, 
and  others,  whose  names  are  lost  in  the  imperfect  records  of  that  period, 
were  untiring  in  their  efforts  to  sustain,  and  build  up  the  usefulness  of 
the  Institution: — to  them  we  are  mainly  indebted  for  the  great  success  of 


TENTH   ANNUAL  REPORT.  23 

several  Fairs, — producing  some  thousands  of  dollars :  nor  were  their  ef- 
forts in  obtaining  individual  donations  less  successful ;  this  assistance 
was  the  more  grateful  as  happening  at  a  gloomy  point  of  our  history, 
when  the  countenance  and  support  of  but  a  very  limited  number  of  our 
citizens,  had  yet  been  extended  to  us. 

In  this  year,  also,  an  excursion  was  made  by  Dr.  Russ,  with  some  of 
his  pupils,  in  which  he  visited  several  towns  in  the  interior  of  the  State, 
and  by  the  performances  exhibited  to  the  public,  tended  greatly  to  awa- 
ken an  interest  in  the  growing  Institution  :  and  in  December,  another 
exhibition  took  place  at  the  City  Hotel,  which  tended  still  further  to 
promote  this  object.  The  number  of  pupils  had  now  increased  to  six- 
teen. 

On  the  6th  day  of  May,  1834,  the  Legislature  first  extended  its  harwi 
to  foster  the  germ  it  had  planted  two  years  before,  by  an  act,  authorizing 
theJManagers  to  receive  from  each  Senate-district,  four  indigent  blind 
persons,  and  to  draw  from  the  State  Treasury,  for  their  support,  at  the 
same  rate,  ($130  per  annum.)  as  was  paid  for  the  support  of  the  indi- 
gent deaf  and  dumb.  At  the  end  of  this  year  the  number  of  pupils  had 
increased  to  thirty-six.  Several  branches  of  manufactures — such  as 
basket,  and  rug  making,  had  been  introduced  through  the  instrumentality 
of  Mr.  William  Murray,  of  the  School  for  the  Blind  in  Edinburgh,  who 
had  been  induced  to  come  to  this  country  for  that  purpose,  and  the  ad- 
vancoment  of  the  pupils  in  Iheir  studies  and  trades  had  realized  the 
most  sanguine  expectations  of  their  friends. 

Early  in  the  year  1835,  Dr.  John  D  Russ,  who  had  discharged  the 
duties  of  Superintendent  and  principal  of  the  school,  from  its  first  estab- 
lishment with  distinguished  success,  resigned  his  situation,  and  Dr.  Wal- 
lace, now  the  eminent  Oculist  of  this  city,  was  selected  to  fill  his  place. 
In  December  of  the  same  year.  Dr.  Wallace  tendered  his  resignation, 
which  was  accepted  and  he  retired.  At  the  close  of  1835  the  number  of 
pupils  had  increased  to  forty  one,  of  whom  twenty  eight  were  appointed 
under  the  law  of  1834.  In  this  year  also,  an  excursion  through  the  in- 
terior of  the  State  was  made  by  Dr.  Wallace,  with  a  view  of  increasing 
etill  further  the  public  interest  in  the  Institution. 

In  the  year  1836,  the  Legislature  again  extended  its  aiding  hand  by 
an  act  passed  April  30th,  authorizing  the  appointment  of  eight  indigent 
blind  from  each  senate-district,  thus  doubling  the  number  previously 
provided  for ;  and  also  by  an  appropriation  of  twelve  thousand  dollars. 
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towards  the  purchase  of  the  premises  now  occupied  by  the  Institution, 
which  clause  was  subsequently  modified,  so  as  to  make  it  a  condition 
for  the  payment  of  the  above  sum  of  twelve  thousand  dollars,  that  the 
Managers  should  first  raise  the  sum  of  eight  thousand,  both  of  which 
sums  were  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  in  fee  simple,  of  the  premises 
at  present  occupied,  and  the  erection  of  a  work-shop  adapted  to  the 
wants  of  the  growing  Institution.  In  August  of  this  year,  Mr.  Silas 
Jones  was  appointed  Superintendent ;  Mr.  Richard  Dennis  having  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  that  ofiice  during  the  interval  between  the  resigna- 
tion of  Dr.  Wallace  and  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Jones.  Increased  fa- 
cilities for  education  had  been  contrived,  or  introduced  from  abroad ; 
books  had  been  procured  from  Europe,  and  from  the  Institution  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, where  a  printing  press  had  been  established  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Principal,  Dr.  Howe  : — Maps  with  raised  lines,  writing  cards, 
and  cyphering  frames,  enabled  the  blind  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of 
arithmetic,  writing,  and  geography,  to  a  degree  of  proficiency  unsurpass- 
ed in  many  instances  by  seeing  children.  New  branches  of  manufac- 
ture had  been  introduced,  and  an  additional  instructor,  Mr.  Jas.  Ingliss, 
was  appointed  to  aid  Mr.  Murray  in  conducting  the  mechanical  depart- 
ment. Music,  was  now  made  a  prominent  feature  in  the  system  of  edu- 
cation, and  instiuction  in  this  department  was  entrusted  to  the  care  of 
Mr.  Anthony  Reiif,  our  present  distinguished  professor,  under  whose 
charge  it  has  since  continued.  A  band  consisting  of  eleven  pupils  had 
been  formed,  whose  proficiency  already  excited  much  surprise  and  admi- 
ration. At  the  close  of  the  year,  1836,  there  were  fifty  pupils  in  the 
Institution,  and  but  two  deaths  had  yet  occurred  among  its  inmates;  one 
by  the  cholera  in  1832,  and  the  other  by  consumption  in  1836.  The 
following  table  shews  the  increase  in  the  number  of  its  pupils  since  the 
year  1836. 

At  the  close  of  1837  there  were  64  pupils. 


1838 

63 

1839 

69 

1840 

72 

1841 

68 

1842 

76 

1843 

87 

1844 

111 

1845 

125 
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In  April,  1839,  the  Legislature  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  Mana- 
gers to  receive  eight  indigent  blind  pupils,  from  each  Senate  district,  in 
addition  to  those  before  provided  for,  thus  making  sixteen  in  all  from 
each  Senate  district ;  and  this  is  the  law  at  present  in  force. 

In  October,  1840,  Mr.  Silas  Jones,  who  for  four  years  had  discharged 
the  duties  of  Superintendent  with  much  ability  and  success,  resigned, 
and  in  November  of  the  same  year  Dr.  Peter  D  Vroom,  was  appointed 
his  successor.  In  the  course  of  this  year,  bandbox  making,  a  new 
branch  of  manufacture  was  introduced,  and  Mr.  Charles  Beumer  appoint- 
ed to  take  charge  of  it.  It  has  since  been  continued,  and  affords  with 
willow  basket  making,  mat  and  carpet  weaving,  employment  to  a  large 
number  of  inmates.  In  April,  1843,  Dr.  Vroom  retired  from  his  place, 
and  Mr.  William  Boggs,  who  had  formerly  discharged  the  duties  of 
teacher  in  the  Institution  with  great  fidelity,  was  appointed  to  succeed 
him.  Mr.  Boggs  held  the  ofSce  for  two  years  with  the  highest  credit  to 
himself,  and  benefit  to  the  Institution,  when  he  resigned  and  Mr.  Cham- 
berlain, the  present  incumbent  was  appointed  in  April,  1845. 

Such  is  very  briefly  a  relation  of  a  few  of  the  more  prominent  points  in 
the  history  of  our  Institution  since  its  first  establishment.  It  may  be 
well  to  glance  for  a  moment  at"  its  present  condition  in  contrast  with 
its  first  feeble  beginnings,  as  a  doubtful  "  experiment,"  with  three  blind 
boys,  in  the  house  of  a  "  widow  in  Canal  street." 

The  grounds  at  present  occupied  by  the  Institution,  extend  from  the 
8th  to  the  9th  Avenues,  and  from  33d  to  34th  st.,  being  800  feet  in 
length,  by  200  in  width.  The  main  edifice  consists  of  a  centre  building, 
117  feet  long  by  60  feet  wide,  and  two  wings,  each  of  130  feet  in  length 
and  29  in  breadth.  The  height  of  the  whole  is  three  stories,  and  the 
length  of  the  front,  including  the  wings,  is  175  feet.  It  is  constructed  of 
Sing  Sing  marble,  in  the  modern  Gothic  style  of  architecture.  A  spacious 
hall,  8  feet  wide  extends  through  the  entire  length  of  the  main  building 
in  the  first  and  second  stories,  and  besides  the  apartments  appropriated  to 
dome.stic  purposes,  with  sitting  rooms,  store  rooms,  music  rooms,  library, 
office,  &c.,  the  building  contains  a  Chapel  60  feet  long  by  40  wide ;  two 
dormitories  each  130  feet  long,  and  25  wide,  one  for  female  and  the  other 
for  male  pupils;  and  an  additional  dormitory  for  male  pupils  60  feet 
long  by  25  feet  wide;  two  school  rooms,  each  23  feet  by  40,  with  suitable 
recitation  rooms  adjoining;  a  willow  ware  shop,  92  feet  by  24  ;  a  weav- 
ing shop,  22  by  12  feet,  and  a  band  box  shop;  32  feet  by  24. 
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Suitable  out-buildings  are  also  constructed  for  stable  and  carriage 
room,  depositories  for  materials  and  stock  for  the  manufacturing  depart- 
ments, &c.  The  grounds  are  now  regulated,  and  separated  into  two  di- 
visions for  the  male  and  female  pupils,  planted  with  trees  and  shrah- 
beiy,  and  laid  out  into  commodious  walks  adapted  to  the  peculiar  wants 
of  those  for  whom  they  are  intended. 

The  library  contains  561  volumes  of  books  in  raised  characters,  and 
134  volumes  in  ordinary  type.  The  books  for  the  blind,  although  con- 
siderable in  number,  comprise  but  a  small  variety  of  works.  There  are 
among  tliem  80  vols,  being  ten  sets  (eight  volumes  to  the  set)  of  the  en- 
tire Scriptures ;  also  80  vols,  being  20  sets  (four  volumes  in  a  set)  of  the 
New  Testament ;  one  copy  of  the  Scriptures  in  15  volumes ;  23  volumes 
of  a  Geographical  work,  and  13  volumes  of  the  book  of  Psalms.  Of 
Philosophical  apparatus  we  have  very  little,  except  an  air  pump  and  its 
usual  accompaniments.  During  the  past  year  a  terresiial  globe  of  18  in. 
in  diameter  has  been  constructed,  showing  the  most  prominent  features 
of  the  earth, with  the  parallels  of  Latitude,  Longitude  &c.  in  relief;  a 
map  of  the  two  hemispheres  upon  a  plane  surface,  showing  many  Geo- 
graphical features  more  in  detail,  and  a  large  map  of  the  United  States 
in  raised  lines,  covering  a  surface  of  thirty  square  feet. 

The  whole  number  of  pupils  admitted  into  this  Institution  since  its 
first  establishment,  is  244.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  more  attention  has 
not  been  given  to  the  compilation  of  statistics,  showing  the  causes  of 
blindness.  At  certain  periods  some  attention  has  indeed  been  given  to 
the  subject,  but  not  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  compile  tables  entirely  satis- 
factory. It  is  true  that  by  the  aid  of  such  statistics  as  the  records  of  the 
Institution  furnished,  together  with  recent  enquiry,  we  are  pretty  wel^  in- 
formed as  to  the  cause  of  blindness  so  far  as  the  pupil  himself  could  give 
it;  but  the  pupil  is  often  unable  to  give  an  accurate  statement,  and  the 
reluctance  oi  parents  to  give  a  correct  account,  even  if  an  opportunity  of 
interrogating  them  was  in  all  cases  enjoyed,  often  interposes  serious  obsta- 
cles in  the  way  of  this  most  desirable  object.  In  some  quarters,  the  in- 
vestigation into  the  causes  of  blindness  has  been  prosecuted,  apparently 
by  keeping  in  view  a  certain  theory,  which  the  facts  are  expected  to 
corroborate,  and  though  something  is  often  useful  to  guide  the  mind  of 
the  enquirer,  yet  its  influence  is  frequently  to  give  the  facts  the  expected, 
or  desired  weight,  in  support  of  the  theory.  So  far  as  can  be  ascertained 
from  the  records  of  the  Institution,  no  suspicion  of  the  result  to  which 
the  statistics  of  the  cause  of  blindness  might  lead,  was  entertained  by 
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those  who  have  taken  an  interest  in  the  enquiry.  One  of  the  theories 
now  most  generally  mooted,  is,  that  the  marriage  of  cousins  either  in  the 
case  of  the  parents,  or  more  remote  ancestors,  is  sometimes  attended  with 
blindness  in  the  offspring.  The  records  of  this  Institution,  afford  no  cor- 
roboration of  such  a  theory.  So  far  at  least  as  recent  enquiries  have 
gone,  not  a  solitary  instance  of  congenital  blindness  occurs,  where  the 
marriage  of  relatives  might  be  supposed  to  have  produced  such  a  result. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that,  hereafter  at  this  and  similar  Institutions,  the  en- 
quiry will  be  diligently  prosecuted,  and  the  facts  from  time  to  time  pub- 
lished to  the  world,  as  in  this  way  only,  can  any  rational  theory  ever  bie 
established.  Various  tables,  are  given  below,  showing  so  far  as  can  be 
ascertained,  the  immediate  causes  of  blindness  in  all  the  pupils  yet  admit- 
ted into  this  Institution ;  also  the  number  having  blind  relatives,  a  table 
showing  their  nativity,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  have  been  sup- 
ported. 

TABLE  I. 

SHOWING  THE  CAUSE  OF  BLINDNESS. 


Congenital 

56 

Ophthalmia, 

Sequel  to 

Accident 

30 

Small  Pox              9 

Ophthalmia 

78 

do 

Scarlet  Fever         8 

Congenital  Amaurosis 

16 

do 

Measles                  5 

Amaurosis 

16 

do 

Whooping  Cough  1 

Cataract 

10 

do 
Total  244. 

Unknown             15 

It  is  proper  to  observe  that  many  cases  are  here  set  down  as  congenital, 
where  probably  the  blindness  was  occasioned  by  disease  occurring  in 
early  infancy. 

TABLE  11. 


BLINDNESS  OF  RELATIVES. 

Pupils  having  no  blind  relatives  165 

"      having  blind  relatives  35 

Unknown  44 
Total  244. 
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Of  the  35  who  have  blind  relatives, 

3  have  parents  that  are  blind  or  nearly  so, 
26  have  brothers  or  sisters  blind, 

3  have  blind  cousins, 

1  has  blind  uncles  and  aunts, 

1  eyes  of  relatives  defective,  and 

1  uncle  blind  by  accident.  * 

Total  35. 
In  the  case  of  those  having  blind  relatives,  the  individual  and  the 
lelative  were  either  born  blind,  or  with  defective  sight,  or  became  blind 
by  amaurosis  afterwards.  To  this  rule  there  is  but  one  exception,  both 
the  pupil  and  the  relative  being  made  blind  by  accident.  Of  the  twenty- 
six  set  down  as  having  blind  brothers  or  sisters,  four  are  of  one  family, 
and  in  eighteen  other  cases,  there  have  been  two  brothers  or  sisters  of  the 
same  family  pupils,  leaving  only  four  whose  brothers  or  sisters  have  not 
been  pupils ;  in  other  words,  the  twenty-six  spoken  of  above,  including 
the  three  having  blind  parents  are  the  representatives  of  only  fourteen 
families,  from  one  of  which  four  children  have  been  pupils,  from  nine 
others,  two,  and  from  the  remaining  four  families  one  child  only.  With 
regard  to  the  table  showing  the  causes  of  blindness,  it  is  proper  to  re- 
mark that  the  facts,  gathered  chiefly  from  the  pupils  themselves,  or  from 
unprofessional  persons,  may  in  some  cases  be  erroneous.  It  is  believed, 
however,  that  the  error  arising  from  this  cause  would  not  be  very  great. 

TABLE  in. 

PARENTAGE  OF  PUPILS. 


American 

165                              German 

2 

Irish 

45                               Chinese 

2 

English 

10                              Polish 

1 

French 

6                                Unknown 

9 

Scotch 

4                                Total  244. 
TABLE  IV. 

HOW  SUPPORTED. 

Pupils  supported  by  the  State  of  New  York  205 

"  "  by  the  Stale  of  New  Jersey  13 

"  "  by  themselves  or  friends  26 

Total  244. 
With  regard  to  the  effects  of  blindness  upon  character,  a  subject  of 
some  interest  in  a  psychological  point  of  view,  it  may  perhaps  be  gener- 
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ally  said  that  it  is  to  render  them  suspicious.  There  is  a  principle  some- 
times observable  in  human  nature,  leading  it  to  magnify  to  its  own  prej- 
udice, any  circumstance  taking  place  around  it,  which  is  not  well 
understood.  To  a  stranger,  in  a  mixed  company,  a  whisper,  a  half  heard 
expression,  or  a  word,  is  often  unfavorably  construed,  especially  if  there 
be  any  peculiarity  about  him,  which  he  might  suppose  would  lead  to  re- 
mark. A  blind  person  in  the  presence  of  seeing  ones  is  placed  in  simi- 
lar circumstances ;  uuable  to  see  what  is  taking  place  around  him,  his 
imagination  is  left  to  its  full  play,  and  its  conjectures  are  prone  to  take  an 
unfavorable  cast.  To  this  also,  the  greater  sensitiveness  which  almost 
always  accompanies  any  physical  defect,  greatly  contributes.  The  mind 
is  painfully  alive  to  the  least  indication  that  the  individual  is  the  object 
of  attention  or  remark,  and  with  the  keenness  of  perception  with  which 
blindness  has  endowed  the  other  faculties,  the  sound  of  a  footfall,  the 
rustle  of  a  garment,  or  the  slightest  change  of  tone  in  the  voice  is  in- 
stantly detected,  and  often  regarded  with  suspicion. 

In  those  who  have  been  born  blind,  as  compared  with  seeing  persons 
little  difference  is  observable  in  respect  of  character,  until  the  faculties 
have  become  so  far  matured  as  to  enable  the  individual  to  appreciate  the 
disadvantages  which  blindness  occasions.  Children  born  blind  seem  as 
happy  as  any  others.  Especially  is  this  the  case  in  our  own  little  com. 
munity,  where  all  are  laboring  under  the  same  privation,  so  that  no  re- 
mark is  more  common  with  visitors  than  that,  "  they  all  seem  very 
happy,"  which  is  indeed  true.  Familiar  with  the  premises,  they  go 
about  the  house  and  grounds  with  perfect  ease  and  confidence ;  run, play, 
and  sport,  with  almost  the  same  activity  as  seeing  children  ;  assemble  in 
their  school  rooms  and  workshops,  resort  to  their  dining  rooms,  or  re- 
tire to  their  dormitories,  with  the  same  facility  as  if  they  could  see,  so  that 
those  accustomed  to  their  manners,  sometimes  almost  forget  that  they 
are  blind. 

Still,  as  age  advances,  and  the  obstacles  which  blindness  opposes  to 
the  progress  of  a  laudable  ambition  become  more  apparent,  a  gloomy 
cast  of  thought  often  takes  possession  of  the  mind,  which  it  requires  the 
utmost  fortitude  to  suppress,  and  which  is  frequently  too  much  for  the 
strongest  intellect  to  bear,  without  the  aid  and  consolations  of  religion. 
The  same  remark  applies  to  those  who,  having  once  enjoyed  sight,  espe- 
cially, if  they  were  not  deprived  of  it  until  they  had  attained  an  age  to 
appreciate  its  blessings,  and  the  misfortune  of  blindness  is  perhaps  more 
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keenly  fe]t  by  these  last,  than  by  those,  who,  having  never  seen,  are  less 
•sensible  of  the  extent  of  their  loss. 

It  is  observed  also,  that  there  is  less  energy  of  character,  both  physi- 
cal and  mental,  in  those  who  have  been  born  blind,  than  in  those  made 
so  by  accident  or  disease.  The  absence  ol  such  energy  is,  however,  only 
another  result  of  that  general  disorganization  of  the  constitution  of  which 
congenital  blindness  is  but  a  single  feature.  In  addition  it  may  be  said, 
that  instruction  is  more  readily  imparted,  and  ideas  more  correctly  formed 
"where  the  individual  possesses  the  advantage  of  having  once  seen. 

Before  closing  their  Report,  the  Board  are  desirous  of  paying  their 
last  tribute  of  respect  to  the  memories  of  two  of  their  co-Jaborers,  Dr. 
Samuel  Akerly  and  Peter  A.  Schermerhorn,  Esq.,  who  have,  during  the 
past  year,  descended  to  the  tomb.  Like  Samuel  Wood,  the  afflicted  chil- 
dren of  darkness,  and  those  who  sympathize  with  their  misfortunes,  and 
aid  in  meliorating  their  condition,  should  ever  cherish  the  fondest  regard 
for  Iheir  memories.  Dr.  Akerly  acted  as  the  presiding  officer  ol  this 
Board,  from  its  organization,  till  the  wear  and  tear  of  constitution,  inci- 
dent to  an  active  and  well  spent  life,  constrained  him  to  withdraw  from 
a  position  he  was  unwilling  to  hold  when  unable  to  discharge  efficiently 
its  important  duties:  for  with  him  it  was  no  sinecure,  as  it  was  his  wont 
for  many  yeais,  notwithstanding  his  professional  duties,  to  render  his 
personal  presence,  in  the  midst  of  those  under  his  more  particular  charge, 
as  President  of  the  Institution,  conducive  to  their  happiness  and  well 
•being. 

On  the  announcement  of  his  decease,  the  Board  was  convened  in  order 
to  express  their  deep  felt  sense  of  the  loss  which  his  fellow  Managers 
and  the  public  had  sustained,  and  on  that  occasion  the  following  pream- 
ble and  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 

"Whereas,  God,  in  his  Providence,  has  terminated  by  death,  the  long 
and  useful  career  of  the  former  President  of  this  Board,  Dr.  Samuel 
Akerly,  whose  previous  resignation  of  that  office  had  been  superinduced 
by  iU  health;  and,  whereas,  this  Institution  has  thus  lost  one  of  its  foun- 
ders, and  also  one  of  its  most  active  and  ardent  well  wishers,  to  whom 
it  is  largely  indebted  for  its  present  elevation  in,  and  hold  on  the  public 
estimation  ;  and  whereas,  this  Board  desire  to  record  their  high  esteem 
for  the  arduous  eflbrts,  which  their  lamented  friend  so  efficiently  bestow- 
ed on  all  the  benevolent  enterprises  in  which,  during  a  large  portion  of 
Jiis  valuable  life  he  was  engaged  :  therefore," 
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''*  Resolved,  That  this  Board  have  learned  with  deep  regret,  the  decease 
of  their  former  President,  and  fellow  Manager,  Dr.  Samuel  Akerly,  whose 
loi3g  connection  with,  and  whose  untiring  assiduity  in  behalf  of  the  N. 
Y.  Institution  for  the  Blind,  has  endeared  his  memory  to  those  who  sur- 
vive  Jiim  in  the  care  of  that  Institution." 

"  Resolved,  That  the  benevolent  institutions  of  this  City  have  lost  in 
Bff.  Akerly,  a  zealous  friend  and  supporter,  and  that  his  good  name  should 
be  cherished  by  all  as  an  example  to  be  followed  by  those  who  would 
atccomplish  great  designs  by  steady  effort,  and  self-denying  exertion,  as 
was  characterized  by  his  perseverance  in  behalf  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb, 
aaii  Blind." 

""  Resolved,  That  as  a  Board  they  hereby  most  respectfully  tender  to 
lire  survivors  of  Dr.  Akerly's  family,  their  condolence  on  the  sad  event, 
which  has  deprived  them  of  Husband,  Parent,  Brother  and  Friend,  in 
wiiich  capacities  he  shone  with  equal  lustrejas  in  that  of  the  Philanthro- 
pist." 

*•  Resolved,  That  an  attested  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  be 
transmitted  to  the  widow  and  family  of  the  deceased,  and  also  that  the 
proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  published  in  the  daily  papers." 

The  death  of  Mr.  Schermerhorn,  while  in  the  active  discharge  of  his 
duties  as  a  member  of  this  Board,  leaving  a  void  in  their  number  not 
easily  filled,  was  more  immediately,  and  not  less  poignantly  felt.  By  his 
urbanity  and  efficiency  while  a  member  of  this  Board,  to  which  he  was  for 
several  years  attached,  he  merited  and  won  the  highest  esteem  and  re- 
gard of  his  fellow  members,  who  deeply  deplore  his  decease ;  and  on  its 
occurrence  not  only  did  his  surviving  co-members  of  the  Board  unite  in 
paying  the  last  tribute  of  respect  to  his  memory,  but  the  pupils  of  the 
Institution  participated  in  the  melancholy  satisfaction. 

In  addition  to  this  mark  of  respect,  at  a  Special  Meeting  of  the  Board 
the  following  resolutions  were  passed  expressive  of  their  feelings. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Board  has  received  with  feelings  of  the  deepest 
coKicern,  the  painful  intelligence  of  the  decease  of  Peter  Augustus  Scher- 
merhorn, Esq.,  late  one  of  the  Managers,  and  Corresponding  Secretary  of 
tiiis  Iijstitution." 

**  Resolved,  That  in  Mr.  Schermerhorn,  the  Institution  has  lost  a  most 
Taluable  officer,  its  Managers  a  highly  esteemed  and  much  beloved  fel- 
low laborer,  and  the  Blind  a  warm  friend,  and  an  active  and  liberal  ben- 
efactor." 
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"  Resolved,  That  the  Board  will  attend  the  funeral  of  Mr.  Schermer- 
horn,  and  that  means  of  conveyance  be  furnished  to  such  of  the  pupils 
of  the  Institution  as  wish  to  pay  their  last  respects  to  the  remains  of  one 
whom  they  have  so  much  reason  to  love  and  regret." 

We  have  thus  concluded,  as  briefly  as  the  circumstances  would  admit 
an  account  of  the  origin,  progress,  and  present  condition  of  this  Institu- 
tion. To  its  projectors  and  early  supporters,  it  constitutes  their  noblest 
monument.  To  it  the  citizens  of  the  State  of  New  York  may  point  with 
conscious  pride,  and  while  we  congratulate  ourselves  on  such  sat- 
isfactory results,  crowning  an  almost  unexampled  career  of  prosperity, 
we  would  devoutly  thank  Him  who  hath  said,  "  Except  the  Lord 
build  the  house,  they  labor  in  vain  that  build  it ;"  and  to  those  engaged 
in  similar  enterprises,  but  who  may  yet  be  desponding  in  the  calm  of  in- 
diflference,  or  struggling  against  the  waves  of  opposition,  v/e  would  point 
to  our  own  feeble  beginnings,  and  encourage  them  not  to  "  despise  the 
day  of  small  things," 

ANSON  G.  PHELPS,  President. 

N.  Y.  Institution  for  the  Blind,  ) 
December  31,  1845.  j 
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THE  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  INSTRUCTION. 

To  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  ^etc  York  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

The  Committee  on  Instruction  respectfully  report,  that  the  close  of  the 
year,  during  which  this  important  department  has  been  under  their 
charge,  presents  a  condition  the  most  satisfactory,  as  respects  the  mental 
improvement  of  those  to  whom  our  system  is  so  eminently  adapted; — 
notwithstanding  the  disadvantages  to  which  this  department  was  sub- 
jected by  the  loss  of  the  services  of  our  experienced  preceptor,  Mr, 
Chamberlain,  on  his  elevation  to  the  office  of  superintendent,  as  well  as 
the  subsequent  resignation  of  the  Instructress,  your  Committee  feel  jus- 
tified in  assuring  the  Board,  that  the  present  organization  of  the  schools 
is  as  efficient,  if  not  more  so,  than  at  any  former  period. 

The  progressive  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils,  and  these  generally 
more  youthful  than  those  who  have  heretofore  availed  themselves  of  the 
privileges  here  enjoyed,  required  additional  aid  in  the  schools.  In  ac- 
cordance therefore,  with  the  resolution  of  the  Board,  an  assistant  teacher 
was  procured,  who,  with  two  of  our  graduated  pupils,  acting  as  monitors, 
enabled  the  Instructor  to  subdivide  the  classes,  so  as  to  secure  the  great- 
est amount  of  instruction,  which  the  time  not  appropriated  to  manufac- 
tures would  admit. 

In  the  selection  of  successors  to  Mr.  Chamberlain  and  Mrs.  Summers, 
your  Committee  aimed  at  securing  the  services  of  those,  not  only  qualified 
by  habit  and  education  for  the  office,  but  in  reference  to  their  continu- 
ance, should  they  be  found  qualified  for  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 
This  they  regard  as  especially  important,  as  the  facility  with  which 
knowledge  is  imparted  to  the  blind,  depends  as  much  on  the  capability 
of  the  teacher  to  present  his  subject  in  a  light  appreciable  by  them,  in 
their  darkened  condition,  as  upon  the  real  attainments  of  the  instructor. 

Your  Committee  have  reason  to  believe,  that  in  Mr.  Shepherd  Johnston, 
who  entered  ou  his  duties  as  Instructor  of  the  male  department,  in  May 
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last,  the  loss  sustained  by  the  elevation  of  Mr.  Chamberlain,  will 
with  time  and  experience  be  regained,  being  assured  of  the  retention  of 
Mr.  Johnston,  for  several  years  should  the  Board  desire  it.  The  stioie 
recent  introduction  of  Miss  Margaret  Grant  in  the  female  departmeiiJ, 
has  not  afforded  the  Committee  so  good  an  opportunity  of  estimatiug  hex 
qualifications  for  the  station,  while  every  indication  has  increased  their 
confidence  in  that  adaptation  which  is  so  important  to  the  successful  dis- 
charge of  her  duties.  In  determining  on  both  candidates,  your  Committee 
were  fortified  by  the  strongest  testimonials. 

The  system  of  semi-annual  examinations,  continues  to  develop  itsad- 
vantages,  and  that  of  July  last,  was  of  the  most  thorough  character,  oe- 
cupying  tvFo  entire  days.  The  Hon.  N.  S.  Benton  in  his  official  capa- 
city of  Superintendent  oi  Common  Schools,  was  present  throughout  &e 
exercises  and  occasionally  propounded  questions  to  the  several  classes. 
The  assiduity  and  patience  with  which  he  performed  this  essential  duty, 
was  particularly  gratifying  to  your  Committee,  as  it  enabled  them  to  in- 
form him  in  regard  to  every  branch  of  instruction,  whether  intellectna!, 
musical  or  mechanical,  and  he  was  pleased  to  express  entire  satisfactian 
with  all  he  saw  and  heard. 

D.  M.  Reese,  Esq.  as  County  Superintendent  likewise  favored  us  wiih 
his  presence,  and  participated  in  the  examination  of  the  pupils. 

On  this  occasion,  five  prize  essays  were  presented,  and  submitted  to  the 
State  and  County  Superintendent  for  their  award.  The  subject  was 
"  The  character  and  responsibility  of  personal  influence."  While  all 
of  them  were  pronounced  creditable  to  the  composers,  the  premium  was 
adjudged  to  Robert  Murphy,  who  graduated  at  that  period.  As  the  lengtli 
of  the  essay  forbids  its  introduction  entire,  extracts  from  it  will  be  foHad 
among  the  compositions  of  the  pupils  annexed. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  fall  session,  your  Committee,  with  the 
aid  of  the  Superintendent,  and  Instructors,  prepared  a  course  of  stisfies 
to  be  pursued  by  the  pupils  continuously,  during  the  term  for  wliki 
they  enter,  and  this  they  feel  confident  will  have  a  favorable  influsjoce 
on  the  pupil,  besides  inducing  parents  to  place  their  children  at  the  insti- 
tution at  the  commencement  of  the  fall  term. 

The  number  of  pupils  now  receiving  Instruction  is  105,  of  whom  Sfi 
are  males  and  49  females,  and  your  Committee  subjoin  a  table  settiog 
forth  the  age  of  each  pupil,  the  year  in  which  they  joined  the  Institu- 
tion, and  commenced  the  several  studies  pursued,  as  designated  by  an 
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asterisk  opposite  their  respective  names.  While  no  essential  progress 
has  been  made  in  the  department  of  Printing,  your  Committee  have  not 
been  by  any  means  insensible  to  its  importance,  and  but  for  the  change 
made  in  the  head  of  the  Institution,  which  demanded  the  concentrated 
attention  of  the  new  incumbent,  to  existing  duties,  they  would  have 
urged  the  subject  more  strenuously;  they  hope,  however,  that  their  suc- 
cessors will  with  the  aid  of  the  materials  collected  by  their  Committee 
and  its  precedent  one,  have  the  high  satisfaction  of  issuing  a  work  from 
the  press  of  the  New  York  Institution  for  the  Blind,  during  the  coming 
year.  Once  organized,  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  of  liberal,  and  speci- 
fic contributions  for  its  support.  Through  the  active  personal  efforts  of 
the  Rev.  Foster  Thayer,  who  has,  during  the  year,  officiated  as  Chaplain 
of  the  Institution,  the  first  volume  of  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  has 
been  printed,  or  embossed,  and  ten  copies  presented  by  that  gentleman 
to  the  Institution. 

In  conclusion  your  Committee  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  annexed  speci- 
mens of  composition  by  several  of  the  pupils,  which  will  be  found  both 
interesting  and  creditable . 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

New  York,  December  29,  1845. 

HAMILTON  MURRAY, 
GEO.  F.  ALLEN, 
NICHOLAS  DEAN. 

Committee  on  Instruction. 
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COURSE  OF  STUBIBS 
PI7ESUED    BY    PUPILS    DURING     THEIK    HEGULAR    TERM. 


(■  Geometry. 
First  Class.  ]  Chemistry. 

Pupils  entering  on  their  5th  year.    J  Rhetoric. 

[  Writing. 


(Algebra. 
Grammar. 
Philosophy. 
I.  Astronomy. 


f  Arithmetic. 
Third  Class.  I  History. 

Pupils  entering  on  their  3d  year.    1  Grammar. 

[  Astronomy,  (elementary.) 


f  Spelling  and  Definitions, 
Fourth  Class.  J  Arithmetic. 

Pupils  entering  on  their  2d  year.      1  Geography. 

( Reading. 


Fifth  Class. 
Pupils  in  their  1st  year. 


Spelling. 

{Reading. 
Mental  Arithmetic,  Tables,  &c. 
Geography, 


The  text  books  used,  are  Legendre's  Geometry,  Day's  and  Bourdon's 
Algebra,  Olmsted's  School  Astronomy,  Turner's  Chemistry,  Willet's  and 
Emerson's  Arithmetic,  Brown's  Gramniar,  Mitchell's  Geography,  Wor- 
cester's History,  Blair's  Rhetoric,  Comstock's  Philosophy,  Swift's  Ele- 
mentary Philosophy,  and  the  various  works  in  embossed  letters. 

The  classes  are  divided  into  two  divisions  each,  one  attending  school 
in  the  morning  and  the  other  in  the  afternoon. 

The  hours  of  instruction  are  from  9  to  12  in  the  morning,  and  from  li 
to  4 J  in  the  afternoon,  including  a  recess  of  15  minutes  in  each  session. 
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SCHOOL    REPORT. 

MALES. 


JameSjDowd, 18 

Overfield  Hewitt, 'l? 

David  Selleg, |l5 

Edward  Thomas, .18 

Edward  Kaniski, jl2 

Jeremiah  Collins, 115 


Sterling  King, 

Abner  Brown, 

Daniel  Mullen, 

Joseph  H.  Gardner, 

Alfred  Holmes, 

Thomas  N.  Soper, 

Edmund  Cruser, 

Cornelias  Mahony, 

Charles  C.  Wardwell,  .  . 

Wm.  I.  Carr, 

Abel  E.  lice, 

George  Donaldson; 

John  Armstrong 

George  W.  Osborn, 

Peter  Rutan, 

Augustus  Cruser, 

Hudson  Ayres, 

Charles  Hazlitt, 

Edward  Mullen, 

Warren  Waterbury, . . .  . 

Richard  S.  Place, ..  . 

Ransom  Delano, 

John  D.  Nichols, 

Charles  C.  Butler, 

Alexander  Van  Alstyne, 

Lansing  Hall, 

Matthew  B.  Cole 

Wm.  H.  Stanley, 

Franklin  S.  Haskell,.... 
Francis  McMeechan, ..  . 

Eberard  J.  Roset, 

Ezra  A.  Hall, 

Nathaniel  VVoolsey, 

Abel  Cutting, 

Wm.  W.  Baldwin, 

John  Biddle, 

Alexander  Cruser, 

Ira  Balcom, 

Wm.  H.  Fowler, 

George  Guild, 

Philip  Ei.sick, 

Wm.  H.  Sayre, 

Edwin  Corey, 

Governeur  Bullard 

Hylas  Sawtell  Baker,-.  . 
Isaac  Staats  Wright, .... 

Wm.  Killpatrick, 

William  Arlman, 

Francis  Velad, 

Joel  King, 


Tnial 
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1839 
1839 
1840 
1840 
1841 
1841 
1841 
1841 
1842 
1842 
1842 
1841 
1842 
1842 
1839 
1843 
1843 
1843 
1843 
1844 
1837 
1844 
1844 
1844 
1844 
1844 
1844 
1844 
1844 
1844 
1844 
184-1 
1844 
1844 
184'! 
1844 
1844 
1844 
1844 
1844 
1844 
1845 
1845 
1845 
1815 
1845 
1845 
1845 
'845 
845 
^845 
1845 
1845 
1845 
1845 
1845 


yl^ 


S  b 


o  'ffi 


17  15  32,33 -21 ,31,  9 


5  12;29 


i>,  5  13 


38 


APPENDIX. 


FEMALES. 


-=  lb 

=  ira  IS 


csi  O  b 


Eleanor  Peck, '21  1839i 

Jane  bdills, '17  1839 

Louisa  Moray, i21  1839 

-        -•  22  1840 

16  1841 
25  1841 


Eliza  Kin_ 
Angeline  Cutter,. . 
Ro>anna  McKenna 

Catharine  Connel,. '. |l8  1841 

Mary  Brush, 1 13 1841 

Mary  Carrol, t2l  1841 

Lucretia  A.  Wells, 14  1842' 

Charity  Demaree, 23  1842 

Matilda  Mc.vianus, |l9  1842 

Helen  Murray, |21  1842 

Mary  Ann  Piunkett, 25  1842 

27  1842 
22  1843 

8  1843 
15  1843' 
12|1843 
11  1843 
20  1843 
14'  1843 
15;  1843 
1411843 
181844 
24  1844 
25,1844 
19;  1844 
1111844 
181844 

9  1844 
llll844 

9  1844 

•3  1844 

81845 

1845 

1845 

1845 


Ann  Cruser 

Hester  Scott, 

Anna  Wood, 

Margaret  Denny, 

Elizabeth  Beals, 

Catharine  Stewart, 

Catharine  Beatty, 

Elizabeth  Oliver, 

Amelia  Derrick, 

Mary  Jane  Hammond, 

Lavinia  Whitman, 

Lucy  Ann  Kingsbury,. 

Elizabeth  K.  Melvin, 

Sarah  Ann  Ferris, 

Elizabeth  Josephine  Sanford 
Elizabeth  Pexton, 

Martha  Davis, 

Mary  Elizabeth  Wentz, 

Angeline  Merrill 

Miranda  V.  Pinckney, 

Maria  Louisa  Arnold 

Catharine  Davis, 

Phebe  Janette  Smiih, 

Julia  Sprung, 

Caroline  Augusta  Preston,. 

Frances  B.  Belcher, 

Isabella  Radley, 

Elizabeth  McMcechan, 

Jane  Sr^uires, 

?Ieln  Bulla rd, 

Hannah  Selleg, 

Elizabeth  Simmons, 

Sarah  Sweet 

Susan  McLanc, 

Amanda  T  Sale 


Totol        49. 


15 

1845 
1H39 
1845 
1845 
1845 
1845 
1845 
1845 
1845 
1845 


a  <5  rt  '^  <j 


21  17  30  3G 20  IG   G    6   718   4 


•S  j  p 
>  -^ 


14 
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LIST  OF  PUPILS  NOW  IN  THE  INSTITUTION. 


NAMES. 

1                When 
admitted. 

Age  when 
admitted. 

State. 

County. 

Adam  Michael 

July  3d,  15<45 

24 

New  York 

Ulster 

Armstrong  John 

Oct.  2nd,  1843 

10 

do 

New  York 

Arnold  Maria  L. 

Feb.  27th,  1845 

8 

do 

do 

Artman  William 

Nov.   14th,  1845 

19 

do 

Livingston 

Ayres  Hudson 

March  27th,  1844 

7 

New  Jersey 

Morris 

Baker  Hylas  S. 

Oct    9th,  1845 

9 

New    York 

Ontario 

Balcom  Jra  G. 

Jan.  15th,  1844 

17 

do 

Delaware 

Baldwin  Wm.  W. 

Nov.  16th,  1844 

11 

do 

Herkimer 

Beals  Elizabeth 

May  24th,  1843 

10 

do 

Steuben 

Beatty  Catharine 

Oct.  2nd,  1843 

18 

do 

Richmond 

Belcher  Francis  B. 

May  12th,  1845 

8 

do 

New   York 

Biddle  John 

Jan.  4th,  1844 

14 

do 

do 

Bloomer  Sarah 

Jan.  19lh,  1841 

19 

do 

do 

Brown  Abnei' 

Nov.  4th,  1841 

8 

do 

Yates 

Brush  Mary 

Oct.  2nd,  1841 

8 

do 

Suflolk 

Builard  Governeur 

Sept.  1st,  1845 

12 

do 

Sullivan 

Bullard  Helen 

Sept.  1st,  1845 

16 

do 

do 

Butler  Charles  C. 

June  13th,  1844 

12 

do 

Fulton 

Carr  William  Isaac 

Sept.  17th,  1843 

10 

do 

Yates 

Carroll  Mary 

Nov.  15th,  1841 

17 

do 

New  York 

Cole  Mathew  B. 

Nov.  8th,  1844 

12 

do 

Onondaga 

Collins  Jeremiah 

Sept.  1st,  1841 

11 

do 

New  York 

Corey  Edwin  R. 

Sept.  1st,  1845 

8 

do 

Ontario 

Connel  Catharine 

June  24th,  1841 

14 

do 

New  York 

Cowan  George  A. 

May  24th,  1840 

19 

do 

Franklin 

Cruser  Alexander 

Jan.  nth,  1845 

15 

New  Jersey 

Somerset 

Ciuser  Ann 

Nov.  12th,  1842 

24 

do 

do 

Cruser  Augustus 

March  21st,  1844 

21 

do 

do 

Cruser  Edmund 

Nov. .12th,  1842 

22 

do^ 

do 

Cutter  Angeline 

Jan.  1st,  1841 

12 

New    York 

New  York 

Cutting  Abel 

Nov.  10th,  1844 

16 

do 

Cayuga 

Davis  Catharine 

March  5th,  1845 

6 

do 

Kings 

Davis  Martha 

Sept.  24th,  1844 

8 

do 

do 

Delano  Ransom 

May  24th,  1844 

18 

do 

Jefferson 

Demaree  Charity 

.Sept.  22nd,  1842 

20 

do 

Greene 

Denny  Margaret 

Dec.  21st,  1843 

12 

do 

Kings 

Derrick  Amelia 

Nov.  2nd,  1843 

13 

do 

New  York 

Donaldson  George 

Oct   5th,  1843 

12 

do 

Saratoga 

Dowd  James 

July  18th,  1839 

12 

do 

Albany 

Eisick  Philip 

May  291  h,  1845 

21 

do 

New  York 

Ferris  Sarah  Ann 

Sept.  4th,  1844 

18 

do 

Clinton 

Fowler  William  H. 

Jan.  28th,  1844 

12 

do 

New  York 

Gardner  Joseph  H. 

Sept.  16th,  1842 

18 

do 

Ontario 

Guild  George 

Feb.  28th,  1845 

13 

do 

Erie 

Hall  Ezra  Ambrose 

Oct.  17th,  1844 

12 

do 

Oswego 

Hall  Lansing 

Sept.  2nd,  1844 

16 

do 

Livins^ston 

Hammond  Mary  J. 

Nov.  20th,  1843 

12 

do 

VVestChestr 

Haskell  Franklins. 

Sept.  22nd,  1844 

14 

do 

Chalauque 

Hazlit  Charles 

Apiil  1st,  1844 

18 

do 

JN'ew  York 
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AVhen 
admiUed. 


(Age  when 
I  admiued 


I         State.         j      County. 


Hills  Jane  lOct.  23rcl,  1839 

Holmes  Alfred         !Oct.  2nd,  1 842 
Kaniski  Edward      May  29th,  1841 
KillpatickWm.  R.  'Nov.  4th,  1845 
King  Eliza  iSept.  loth,  1840 

King  Joel  Nov.  20th,  1845 

King  Sterling  Sept.  3rd,  1841 

Kingsbury  Lucy  A.;May  4th,  1844 
Mahoney  Cornelius;  Dec.  15th,  1842 
McKenna  RosannaMay  25th,  1841 
McLane  Susan        jOct.  21st,  1845 
McManus  Matilda  Nov.  1st,  1842 
Mcaieechan  Eliz.    May  13th,  1845 
McMeechan  F.        jSept.  24th,  1844 
Melvin  Elizabeth  K.  I  May  14th,  1841 
Merrill  Angeline     jNov.  7th,  1844 


Morey  Louisa 
Mullen  Daniel 
Mullen  Edward 
Murray  Helen 
Nichols  John 
Oliver  Elizabeth 


Nov.  2nd  1839 
April  7th,  1842 
April  4th,  1844 
Nov.  2nd,  1842 
May  25th,  1844 
Oct.  18th,  1843 


Osborne  George  W.Jan.  8lh,  1844 

Peck  Eleanor  JSept.  6th,  1839 

Pexton  Elizabeth 

Piuckney  M.  V. 

Place  Richard  S. 

Plunkett  Mary  Ann 

Preston  Caroline  A. 

Radley  Isabella  C. 

Roset  Eberard  J. 

Rutan  Peter 

Saffen  William  H. 

Sale  Amanda  T. 


San  ford  Eliza  J. 
Sayre  William  H. 
Scott  Hester 
Selleg  David 
Selleg  Hannah 
Smith  Phebe  J. 
Soper  Thomas  N. 
Sprung  Julia 
Squire.s  Jane 
Stanley  William  H 
Stewart  Catharine 
Sweet  Saiah 
Tarbell  Charles 
Thomas  Edward 
Tice  7\.bel  E. 
Van  Alsiyne  Alex 
Velad  Francis 


Sept.  19th,  1844 
Nov.  22nd,  1844 
May  2nd,  1844 
Nov.  10th,  1842 
May  2nd,  1845 
Sept  4th,  1839 
Oct.  9th,  1844 
Oct.  5th,  1837 
June  29th,  1837 
Nov.  12th,  1845 
Sept.  18  th,  1844 
June  7th,  1845 
Jan    16lh,  1843 
Oct.  7th,  1840 
Sept.  8th,  1845 
April  3rd,  1845 
April  22nd,  1841 
April  9th,  1845 
Sept.  1st,  1845 
Sept.  3rd,  1844 
Sept.  J  6th,  1843 
Oct.  7th,  1S45 
Oct.  1st,  1843 
Nov.  25th,  1840 
Sept.  18th,  1843 
June  ]5lh,  1844 
Nov.  16th,  1845 


12 
11 

8 
28 
17 
19 
10 
23 
23 
21 
12 
16 

7 

8 
24 

8 
16 
16 
10 
18 
18 
12 
14 
14 
17 
12 
11 
22 
17 


10 

9 
11 
10 
17 
20 
10 
19 
15 

8 
10 

8 
17 

9 

14 
20 
13 
10 
14 
20 


New  York 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

New  Jersey 
New  York 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

New  Jersey 
New    York 

do 

do 
New  Jersey 
New    York 

do 

do 

do 
New  Jersey 
<e\v    York 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


iSew  York 
Niagara 
New  York 

do 
Cayuga 
Saratoga 
Onondaga 
Chenango 
Franklin 
Albany 
Oneida 
New  York 
Kings 
Kings 
Wayne 
Chenango 
Genesee 
New  York 

do 
Schenectady 
Clinton 
Genesee 
Essex 
Rensselaer 
Oneida 
Tompkins 
New  York 
Cayuga 
New  York 
Albany 
New  York 
Passaic 
New  York 
Kings 
Warren 
Essex 
Richmond 
Onondaga 
Orange 
New  York 
Middlesex 
Albany 
Oneida 
Orange 
Chenango 
Cayuga 
New  York 
Albany 
Orange 
Oswego 
Erie 
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When 
admitted. 


I Age  when  I 
I  admitted.  ' 


State. 


County. 


Wardwell  Chas.  C. 
Waterbury  Warren 
Wells  Lucretia  A. 
Wentz  Mary  E. 
Wheeler  Newell 
Whitman  Lavinia 
Wood  Anna 
Woolsey  Nathan'l 
Wright  Isaac  S. 


June  22nd,  1839 
April  25th,  1844 
Sept.  16th,  1842 
Oct.  4th,  1844 
Oct.  7th,  1843 
Feb. 3rd,  1844 
Feb.  8lh,  1843 
Oct.  22nd,  1844 
Oct.  24th,  185 


9 
15 
11 
10 
22 
17 

6 
10 
11 


New  York 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Oswego 
Onondaga 

do 
Seneca 
Chenango 

do 

New  York 
Orange 
Rensselaer 


Total 


109 
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LIST    OF    GRADUATED    INMATES. 


NAMES. 

When 
admitted- 

Age  when 
id  mi  tied. 

State. 

County. 

IIow  employed 

Andrews  Henry 

Oct.  27th,  1835 

12 

Nevsr    York 

Rensselaer 

Weaving 

Bullock  Cynthia 

Nov.  nth,  1833 

12 

do 

Wayne 

Teaches  Music 

Crocheron  Sarah  A. 

March  20th,  1835 

20 

do 

Richmond 

In  Paper-room 

Crosby  Frances  J. 

March  7th,  1835 

15 

do 

Westchester 

Teaches  in  Scho( 

Dunlap  William 

July  21st,  1835 

12 

do 

New  York 

Willow  work 

Elder  Robert 

Jan.  22nd, 1838 

12 

do 

do 

Teaches  Music 

Goodrich  Allen  S. 

Nov.  6th,  1839 

14 

do 

St  Lawrence 

Teaches  in  Schoi 

Hewilt  Overfield 

March  2nd,  1839 

11 

do 

Tioga 

VVillov^r  work 

Hughes  Cordelia 

June  3rd, 1837 

18 

do 

New  York 

In  Paper-room 

Kennedy  Catharine 

Jan  17th  1834 

13 

do 

do 

Teaches  Music 

Murphy  Thomas 

May  20th,  1840 

22 

do 

do 

Willow  work     ■ 

Smith  Ann 

April  15th,  1833 

8 

do 

do 

Teaches  Music  ' 

Truax  John  L. 

Aug.  23rd  1838 

11 

do 

Saratoga 

Teaches  music 

Trumbull  David 

Sept.  19th,  1839 

20 

do 

Fulton 

Willow  work 

Yates  Willard  G. 

Aug.  26th,  1836 

8 

do 

Onondaga 

Willow  work 

Total  15 


LIST    OF    PUPILS    WHO    HAVE    BEEN    DISCHARGED    FROM    THE    INSTITUTIO 


1             ad'^iued 

Age  when 
admitted. 

Dale  of  Discharge. 

Stale. 

Couni 

Arnold  Charles  H.    Sept.  21st,  1837 

20 

Sept.  1839 

R.  island 

Provide 

Ballance  Wm.  P. 

June  20th,  1845 

21 

Oct.  18th,  1845 

N.  Carolina 

Hyde 

Barclay  Robert 

June  16th,  1840 

12 

Oct.  8th,  1842 

New  York 

Steuber 

Barrett  Perry 

Nov.  3rd,  1842 

21 

July  1844 

do 

Cayuga 

Barrow  Wm.  H. 

May  12th,  1835 

11 

Died  Oct.  27th,  1841 

do 

Essex 

Bartlett  Sarah  Ann 

Oct.  27th,  1835 

19 

Oct.  1837 

do 

NewY 

Bateman  John 

Nov.  2nd,  1834 

19 

Dec.  3rd,  1841 

do 

Chnton 

Baxter  James  0. 

Aug.  25th,  1843 

19 

Dec.  31st,  1843 

do 

Wayne 

Beach  Henry  V.W. 

June  28th,  1844 

25 

New  Jersey 

Beebe  George 

May  3rd,  1833 

22 

Died  April  1842 

New    York 

Warren 

Beebe  Henry 

May  3rd,  1833 

20 

Died  April,  1842 

do 

do 

Black  Sherlock  T. 

Oct.  14th,  1839 

35 

April  16th,  1840 

do 

Broome 

Blivin  Joseph 

Sept.  30th,  1834 

17 

Sept.  20th,  1839 

do 

Saratog 

Bottom  Jairus 

Nov.  22nd,  1834 

23 

Aug.  1st,  1839 

do 

Madiso 

Brady  Gilbert 

Sept.  20th,  1836 

12 

May  15th,  1839 

do 

NewY 

Britt  James 

May  11th,  1833 

11 

April  1839 

do 

do 

Bronson  James 

Aug.   17th,  1837 

12 

Nov.  30th,  1841 

New  Jersey 

SomerS' 

Brown  Emeline  E. 

May  13th,  1837 

9 

Nov.  30th,  1841 

New    York 

NewY( 

Brown  Mary  Jane 

July  4th,  1840 

8 

Nov.  30th,  1841 

do 

do 

Brown  Su.sannah 

June  18th,  1840 

18 

DiedApril  30th,  1845 

do 

Genese( 

Bull  George 

April  30th,  1836 

18 

Died  March  5th, 1838 

do 

Oneida 

Chadsey  Joseph  H 

.luly  inh,  1839 

12 

May  20th,  1845 

do 

New  Y( 

Clark  Nathaniel  B. 

Oct.  6th,  1837 

19 

Sept.  1st,  1840 

do 

Albany- 

Coe  Charles  R. 

Oct.  25th,  1835 

14 

Oct.  25th,  1842 

do 

Oneida 

Colgrove  John 

.Jan.  20th,  1840 

24 

Aug.   1840 

do 

Steuben 

CoiwellJohn  M. 

Oct.  30th,  1843 

17 

Dec.  14th,  1843 

do 

Jrange 

Combs  Maria 

Nov.  28th,  1836 

8 

Died  Oct.  6th,  1838 

do 

New  Y 
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When 
admitted. 


Age  wheni 
I  admitted. 


Date  of  Dis=charge. 


County. 


Sally  Ann      .May  1st,  1835 
tOwen  Dec.  18th,  1837 

3  James  Oct.  Ifith,  1843 

inghatn  Rob't  July  8lh,  1834 
ay  Edwin         iApril  26th,  1837 
)W  Frances       Feb.  1st,  1845 
ittleS.  L.  Oct.  10th,  1839 

1  Christina  E.  Sept.  8th,  1839 
William  Oct.  18th,  1833 

Hannati  M.     'July  27th,  1844 
Oct".  23rd,  1839 
Sept.  7th,  1842 
'July  6th,  1841 
oly  Mary  Ann  Feb.  22nd,  1839 
laff  Eliza  Jan.  3rd,  1843 

laff  Jessie         |jan.  3rd,  1843 
Imogene  |Sept.  16th,  1833 

;vard  John  W.'june  27th,  1841 
lerson  John      JMay  3rd,  1833 
iricks  John  W.Dec.  1st,  1836 
May  1833 


3  Mary  Ann 
Tian  John 
er  Catharine 


•ip;ht  Michael 
;  Nancy 
Seymour 
ties  Alice 
'ell  James 
'land  Perry 
t  George  A. 
Mary  Ann 
es  Lewis  W. 
ison  Julia  Ann 
y  Hugh 
^sland  Mary  A. 
ibert  James 
e  Patrick 
'rence  Cornelia 
a,  Joseph 
ii'evre  Joseph  L 
igh  William 
/is  David 
boney  John 
rius  Josephine 
ttocks  Mary 


June  16th,  1835 
April  16th,  1838 
Jan.  2nd, 1838 
Dec.  4th,  1843 
April  27th,  1838 
Nov.  3rd,  1834 
March  25th,  1841 
Oct.  2nd,  1840 
Oct.  26th,  1839 
Oct.  21st,  1834 
April  13th,  1837 
Sept.  19th,  1839 
May  19th  1832 
May  3rd,  1833 
Jan.  17th,  1834 
Jan.  17th,  1834 
lune  3rd,  1845 
May  26th,  1845 
Aug.  28th,  1840 
April  11th,  1836 
Jan.  17th,  1834 


Bride  Erastus  C.Aug.  1833 
Burney  Alicia     July  6th,  1839 


Gee  Mary  Ann 
Glowan  B. 
Goerhck  Thos. 
.GregorSusan  A 
;Guire  Michael 
lad  Chauncey  T. 


1835 
Dec.  30th,  1839 
June  3rd,  1845 
Nov    6th,  1843 
May  19th,  1832 
Sept.  22nd,  1840 


rayea  Frances     'May  19th,  1832 


24 
22 
19 

9 

8 
19 
16 
23 
23 
28 
15 
19 

8 
14 

9 


24 

13 

17 

10 

15 

23 

16 

18 

11 

13 

10 

10 

15 

20 

25 

23 
9 

12 

18 

23 
15 
16 
24 
15 
18 
23 
11 
33 
14 
14 
12 
7 
21 
9 


iMay  Isl,  1839 

April  1841 

1st,  1844 
1st,  1840 
1st,  1845 
1st,  1845 
1st,  1840 


Nov. 
Aug. 
Sept, 
Apri 
Sept 


June  11th,  1840 

Sept.  1st,  1845 
Died  Sept.  12th,  1839 
Sept.  20th.  1843 
Died  Nov.  1st,  1845 
Dec.  15th,  1841 
June  5th,  1843 
June  5th,  1843 
Nov.  1838 
May  31st,  1845 
March  1842 
June  15th,  1843 
May  1845 

Died  July  21st,  1841 
July  2nd,  1838 
July  1844 
April  9th,  1844 
May  16th,  1838 
Oct.  13th,  1841 
Oct.  1st,  1844 
Oct.  2nd,  1845 
Aug.  1st,  1841 
lOct.  20th,  1839 
jJuly  1840 
Aug.  1st,  1841 
July  1843 

July  31st,  1839 
Sept.  1834 
Dec.  12th,  1845 
July  20lh,  1845 
July  18th,  1843 
May  1841 
May  17th,  1841 
Jan.  1st,  1837 
June  13th,  1843 

1838 

Dec.  16th,  1841 
Dec.  12th,  1845 
Jan.  20th,  1844 
May  20th,  1843 
July  31st,  1843 
June  14th,  1841 


Chatauque 
New  York 

do 

do 
Washington 
New  York 
Monroe 
Allegany 
New  York 
Albany 
Herkimer 
New  York 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Queens 
New  York 

do 

do 
I  Washington 
[New  York 
New  Jersey  I  Bergen 
New  York  New  York 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


do 

do 

do 
Albany 
Lewis 
New  York 

do 
Saratoga 
New  York 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Oswego 
I  New  York 

do 

do 
lOrange 
Onondaga 

New  York 

do 
Kings 
New  York 
Niagara 
New  York 
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When 
adraiited. 


Age  when  I 
admitted. 


Date  of  Discharge.  Slate.  Coun 


Morrison  Jane  M.   lUct.  29th,  1835 
Mortimer  Anna  M.  May  13th,  1844 


Murphy  Ellen 
Murphy  Robert 
Nicholson  D.  D. 
O'Brien  John 
O'Connor  Charles 
O'Connor  Martin 
Palmatier  Hannah 
Palmatier  Phebe  J. 
Parker  Andrew  J. 
Parsons  Anson 
Phillips  James 
Eenoud  David  E. 
Rice  Antoinette 
Salyer  Caroline 
Salyer  Phebe 
Schuyler  Abraham 
Sharret  Richard 
Silliman  Joseph 
Smith  Daniel  0. 
Smith  Harriet 
Smith  Harriet 
Smith  William 
Snyder  Christina 
Spencer  Sarah 
Spragg  Peter 
Thorne  Matthias  B. 
Van  Aernam  Henry 
Van  Mater  Henry 
Voorhees  S.  R. 
Warfiham  David 
Watkins  George 
Warren  John  D. 
Warren  Morrill 
Waters  David  W. 
Webster  Elbridge    I 
Wesseis  Mary 


July  6th,  1835 
Aug.  9th,  1838 
March  11th,  1844 
May  30th,  1838 
March  15th,  1832 
May  11th,  1833 
Sept.  30th,  1837 
July  13th,  1837 
Nov.  30lh,  1835 
Jan.  16th,  1843 
May  15th,  1836 
Nov.  3rd,  1834 
Oct.  16th,  1843 
Sept.  3rd,  1835 
Sept.  3rd,  1835 
Sept.  28th,  1841 
Dec.  20th,  1838 
Sept.  22nd,  1836 
June  4th,  1839 
Nov.  22nd,  1834 
Dec.  4th,  1839 
April  6th,  1836 
Oct.  2nd,  1838 
Feb.  10th,  1835 
April  7th,  1835 
Sept.  2nd,  1839 
Sept.  11th,  1839 
Sept.  23rd,  1842 
Dec.  17th,  1844 
Dec.  19th,  1836 
March  15th,  1832 
Oct.  16th,  1844 
Oct.  16th,  1844 
Nov.  27th,  1841 
Nov.  21st,  1842 
Dec.  4th,  1832 


Westgate  Elizabeth  Jan.  30th,  1838 


Whitley  John 
Wiser  Orrin 
Wool  John 


March,  15th,  1832 
Sept.  21st,  1839 
Sept.  12th,  1840 


15 

16 

11 

21 

11 

23 

11 

13 

23 

19 

8 

10 

15 

9 

8 

8 

10 

23 

15 

13 

20 

23 

24 
8 

16 

23 

20 

11 

15 

20 

25 

21 

10 

11 

10 

16 

24 

13 

12 

13 

12 

24 


Oct.  29th,  1841 
July  1844 
Aug,  1st,  1838 
Aug.  9th,  1845 
Nov.  5th,  1845 
April  1841 
Dec.  1844 
Jan.  1839 
April  25th,  1839 
May  22nd,  1839 
Nov   30th,  1842 
Aug.  25th,  1843 
Died  July  26th,  1838 
Feb.  5th,  1844 
Nov.  27th,  1843 
July  1840 
July  1840 
July  1842 
Feb.  30th,  1843 
Aug.  1842 

1840 

Feb.  1st,  1835 
Feb.  13th,  1843 
May  1841 

-  1839 
Jan.  24th,  1840 
Feb.  1st,  1838 
May  1st,  1845 
Oct.  31st,  1845 
Died  Oct.  10th,  1843 
March  14th,  1845 
June  15th,  1840 
DiedAug.24th,1832 
Died  Aug.  23rd,  1845 
DiedAug.  16th,  1845 

-  1842 
July  1843 
April  1839 
Feb.  1845 
Died  July  1837 
Sept.  21st,  1845 
Sept.  1843 


New    York 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
New  Jersey 
New  York 
do 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
New  Jersey 
New  York 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Herkime 
New  Yc 

do 
Oneida 
Monroe 
New  Yc 

do 

do 
Ulster 

do 
Onondao 
New  Yo 

do 

do 
Ontario 
Tompkii 

do 

Bergen 
Delawar 

Orange 
New  Yo 

do 
Scoharie 
Schenect 
Albany 
Essex 
Schenecl 
Wayne 
Montgoi 
New  Yo 

do 
Livingst( 

do 
Dutchess 
Otsego 
New  Yoi 

do 

do 
Genesee 
New  Yoi 


Total 


120 


APPENDIX.  45 

SELECTIONS 

FKOM     COMPOSITIONS     BY     THE     PUPILS. 


THE    CHARACTER   AND   RESPONSIBILITY  OF 
PERSONAL  INFLUENCE. 

That  every  individual  capable  of  discerning  between  right  and  wrong, 
exerts  an  influence  upon  those  with  whom  he  may  be  associated,  is  a 
fact  which  reason  and  experience  everywhere  go  to  establish.  And  if 
further  proof  were  necessary,  we  need  only  refer  to  the  foundation  or 
source  of  our  individual  character  ;  which,  if  virtuous,  it  is  because  those 
with  whom  we  have  been  most  intimately  connected,  have  by  their  ex- 
emplary deportment  implanted  within  us  a  sound  moral  principle,  which 
seldom  fails  in  rendering  its  possessor  truly  great  and  good  :  or  do  we 
possess  a  rude  and  vicious  character,  it  is  owing  to  a  close  connection 
with  evil  associates,  who  gradually  corrupt  every  fine  feeling  and  noble 
sentiment  of  our  nature.  It  is  true  there  are  exceptions  to  this  general 
principle,  in  consequence  of  the  great  diversity  of  natural  endowment 
which  is  universally  found  to  pervade  the  human  race ;  thus,  pure  excel- 
lence and  unsullied  virtue,  may  sometimes  be  found  blooming  in  all  their 
loveliness  amid  the  rude  haunts  of  crime  and  dissipation,  and  vice,  too, 
may  sometimes  be  seen  triumphantly  rearing  his  frightful  head,  amidst 
the  peaceful  abodes  of  piety  and  virtue.  But  exceptions  to  a  prevalent 
truth  afford  no  argument  against  its  general  application,  for  they  are  only 
the  occasional  exercise  of  an  agent  upon  a  rule  different  from,  and  more 
powerful  than,  that  which  constitutes  the  latter :  for  example,  it  may  be 
admitted  as  a  general  rule  that  a  family  properly  trained  up  in  the  path 
of  virtue  will  almost  invariably  walk  therein  ;  yet  even  in  such  a  family 
may  sometimes  be  found  a  member  whose  natural  proneness  to  evil  is  so 
strong,  as  to  overcome  all  the  happy  effects  of  parental  care  and  disci- 
pline :  but  such  exceptions  are  of  rare  occurrence,  and  do  not  interfere 
with  our  present  argument. 

My  object,  however,  is  not  merely  to  prove  the  existence  and  preva- 
lence of  personal  influence,  but  to  explain  its  character,  and  show  how 
those  who  exert  it  are  responsible  for  the  consequences.  In  the  material 
world  we  determine  the  character  of  a  substance  by  some  property,  or 
properties,  peculiar  to  it,  and  which  distinguish  it  from  others;  thus  in 
Chemistry  for  example,  we  characterize  oxygen,  by  enumerating  those 
peculiarities  which  distinguish  it  from  other  gases  :  namely,  being  a  ge- 
nerator of  acids,  a  supporter  of  life  and  combustion,  and  entering  into 
the  composition  of  nearly  all  substances.  Also  in  the  moral  world,  we 
designate  the  character  of  an  action,  or  quality,  by  some  particular  char- 
acteristics ;  for  instance,  we  say  of  a  benevolent  and  philanthropic  act, 
that  its  tendency  is  to  ameliorate  the  sufferings  of  humanity,  and  pour  a 
healing  balm  of  consolation  into  the  disconsolate  breast ;  in  like  manner 
do  we  characterize  virtue  as  a  quality,  by  considering  it  as  that  principle 
which  inculcates  moral  rectitude,  and  gives  it  the  power  to  resist  tempta- 
tion in  all  its  varieties  of  form. 
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But  influence  is  something  different,  both  from  moral  action  and  qual- 
ity, since  by  the  former  we  only  understand  its  nature  and  mode  of  per- 
formance, and  by  the  latter  merely  a  power,  or  capability  to  perform  a 
certain  action  in  a  particular  manner  ;  now  it  is  evident  that  the  term  in- 
fluence, conveys  to  the  mind  neither  of  these  ideas.  What,  then,  it  may 
be  asked,  is  influence  ?  For  the  definition  of  a  term,  I  apprehend,  gene- 
rally comprises  the  character  of  that  which  it  represents.  Influence,  then 
may  be  considered  as  the  result  of  a  moral  action,  when  such  action  af- 
fects moral  and  intelligent  beings ;  and  here  it  may  be  proper  to  illustrate 
this  position  by  some  familiar  examples.  First,  is  there  any  influence 
exerted,  when  under  the  wide  canopy  of  heaven,  or  in  his  lonely  hut,  the 
venerable  hermit  daily  offers  up  his  audible  petitions  to  the  Supreme 
Being,  when  none  but  that  Being  hears,  or  marks  his  devotion  ;  or  when 
the  wretched  criminal  in  his  gloomy  cell,  where  no  other  mortal  eye  be- 
holds, daily  pours  out  horrid  imprecations  upon  the  heads  of  his  accu- 
sers ;  or  when  the  domestic  animal  evinces  such  strong  affection  and 
fondness  for  its  kind  master;  or  when  the  fierce  beasi  of  the  forest  fills 
the  homeless  wanderer  with  fearful  apprehensions  of  immediate  destruc- 
tion, as  with  savage  fierceness  he  approaches  his  innocent  and  defenceless 
victim  The  two  former  examples  merely  exhibit  moral  action,  the  two 
latter  animal  action  affecting  intelligent  beings ;  yet  in  neither  case  is 
there  personal  influence  exerted  ;  it  is  true,  grand  and  beautiful  objects 
presented  to  us  by  nature,  and  the  almost  human  sagacity  of  some  of  the 
lower  species,  occasionally  produce  in  the  mind  deep  and  grateful  im- 
pressions, but  they  are  comparatively  transient  and  are  not  the  result  of 
human  intercourse. 

In  viewing  personal  influence  in  the  strictest  moral  sense  three  quali- 
fications are  necessary  to  be  considered  ;  namely  the  motive,  degree  of 
intelligence,  and  mutual  understanding  of  the  parties  concerned.  If  a 
man,  ignorant  of  the  relation  in  which  he  stands,  of  the  members  of  the 
community  in  which  he  may  be  placed,  and  posseissed  of  little  or  no 
means  of  knowing  that  relation,  perform  an  act  immediately  effecting 
others  with  an  evil  motive,  intending  to  injure,  if  not  to  corrupt  and 
ruin  the  character  of  his  neighbor,  he  is  at  least  held  responsible  for  the 
consequences,  as  far  as  his  intention  is  concerned,  although  the  results  of 
the  act  may  widely  vary,  according  to  the  character  of  those  effected 
thereby.  They  may  be  persons  of  a  virtuous  and  upright  disposition, 
possessing  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  ignorance,  and  evil  motives  of 
their  vicious  neighbor,  hence  a  feeling  of  pity,  rather  than  revenge  would 
be  generated  in  their  breast.  But  they  may  be  persons  of  a  strong  natu- 
ral propensity  to  err,  with  an  acute  susceptibility  of  evil  impressions,  and 
entirely  ignorant  of  the  real  motives  of  their  seducer,  which  they  believe, 
are  intended  for  their  sensual  gratification  ;  in  this  case  it  is  my  impres- 
sion that  the  consequences  meet  if  not  exceed  the  intention  ;  yet  in  both 
cases  the  responsibility  remains  the  .same.  But  if  an  individual  acts  not 
merely  with  an  impure  motive,  but  with  a  sound  understanding  and  a 
full  consciousness  that  those  around  him  will  imbibe  his  precepts,  he  is 
I  believe  doubly  guilty,  and  must  bear  a  weighty,  and  solemn  responsi- 
bility, because  he  possessed  ample  means  of  knowing  and  acting  better, 
yet  had  the  effrontery  in  the  face  of  such  light  and  opportunity,^wilfully, 
and  maliciously  to  violate  thoisc  sacred  rights  which  bind  man  to  love 
and  cherish,  not  to  hate  and  injure  his  fellow-man;  and  how  greatly  en- 
hanced must  be  the  guilt  of  such  a  one,  when  he  is  aware  that  those 
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celebrated  for  extraordinary  endowment,  or  in  anyway  distinguished  in 
life,  are  naturally  looked  up  to  for  example  by  those  considered  their  in- 
feriors, for  every  day's  experience  shows  that  our  natural  ambition  con- 
stantly prompts  us  on  to  equal,  if  not  to  excel,  some  one  whom  we  may 
have  in  view.  And  here  it  may  be  observed  that  the  ignorant  and  those 
placed  in  obscure  life  are  seldom  if  ever  imitated  by  their  superiors,  yet 
it  sometimes  happens  that  the  latter  are  so  influenced  by  the  former,  as 
to  be  brought  on  a  level  with  them ;  for  although  those  placed  in  the 
more  important  stations  in  life,  such  as  instructors  and  rulers,  exert  a  far 
weightier  and  more  powerful  influence,  than  the  taught  and  ruled,  yet 
the  latter  are  also  placed  in  a  responsible  position,  for  it  is  the  duty  of 
all  to  be  taught  and  to  obey,  and  acording  as  this  duty  is  fulfilled  or  ne- 
glected, in  like  proportion  will  there  be  an  influence  exerted  by  that  ful- 
filment or  neglect. 

But  it  is  perhaps  useless  to  attempt  classifying  those  who  are  are  re- 
sponsible for  their  influence,  and  such  as  are  not ;  since  it  is  evident  that 
every  moral,  and  intelligent  being  is  accountable  for  his  actions  ;  and 
influence  being  produced  by  action,  it  is  plain  that  every  accountable  being 
must  be  responsible  for  the  example  he  sets  others,  the  extent  of  whicn 
depends  upon  his  motive,  degree  of  intelligence,  and  opportunity  of  ac- 
quiring knowledge.  Thus  far  we  have  considered  this  subject  in  a 
somewhat  serious  and  gloomy  aspect,  we  shall  now  take  a  rapid  glance 
at  tiie  bright,  and  more  pleasing  side  of  the  picture.  There  is  not  a  more 
noble  gift  perhaps  conferred  upon  man  by  the  Creator,  than  the  power 
and  opportunity  he  possesses  of  doing  so  much  good  in  the  world,  the 
performance  of  which  assumes  an  endless  variety  of  forms,  some  benefit 
their  fellow  beings  by  their  superior  talent  in  directly  imparting  the  rich 
treasure.^  of  the  mind ;  others  by  their  cunning  handicraft  in  constructing 
useful  machines  and  implements  for  facilitating  labor;  and  others  again 
greatly  ameliorate  the  condition  of  suffering  humanity  by  their  benevo- 
lence, in  sharing  with  them  that  bounty,  of  which  they  themselves  are 
only  stewards.  But  these  means  of  doing  good,  and  many  others  which 
might  be  enumerated,  aie  necessarily  limitei'  in  their  extent,  (for  all  are 
not  mechanics,  neittier  do  all  possess  an  extraordinary  intellect,  or 
wordly  goods  enough  to  share  with  their  more  unfortunate  neighbor)  and 
they  are  also  sometimes  exceedingly  difficult  of  execution,  and  often  sub- 
ject individuals  to  a  great  sacrifice  both  of  personal  and  social  comforts. 
But  there  is  another  means  of  doing  good,  probably  far  greater,  certainly 
more  extensive,  than  those  mentioned,  and  subjected  to  none  of  the  in- 
conveniences referred  to,  for  it  is  possessed  by  all,  exceedingly  easy  and 
frequently  involuntary  in  its  execution,  yet  ever  sure  and  powerful  in  the 
results.  It  is  simply  produced  by  exerting  a  trul)^  benign  influence  ; 
which,  like  the  refreshing  shower  that  waters  the  thirsty  soil,  it  creates 
and  cherishes  virtue  and  happiness  in  the  hearts  of  thousands  who 
would  otherwise  be  running  the  downward  path  to  ruin.  And  is  it  not 
a  truly  noble  and  glorious  employment,  worthy  of  the  highest  ambition 
of  man,  to  be  constantly  sending  forth  beams  of  moral  excellence  from 
a  blameless  and  unlarnished  character,  which  shall  ever  increase  in  mag- 
nitude and  lustre  throughout  the  countless  ages  of  eternity  :  and  this  is 
the  hourly  employment  of  every  good  and  upright  person.  But,  alas ! 
it  must  be  said  of  the  vicious  man,  that  he  too,  is  constantly  engaged  in 
a  course  of  conduct  exactly  similar  in  its  mode  of  operation,  equally 
sure  and  extensive  in  its  results,  but  directly  opposite  in  its  nature,  from 
that  pursued  by  the  upright  man. 
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I  shall  now  leave  it  for  the  decision  of  the  reader  (if  it  be  not  an  in- 
sult to  his  judgment)  which  of  the  two  employments  is  more  worthy  of 
a  being  made  in  the  image  of  his  Creator  ;  to  be  constantly  engaged  in 
rendering  himself  absolutely  wretched,  by  the  exercise  of  his  worst  pas- 
sions, and  in  so  doing  exerting  an  influence  which  shall  lead  a  multitude 
of  human  intelligences  to  be  sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  vice,  or  to  be  con- 
stantly employed  in  cherishing  the  best  feehngs  and  principles  of  his 
nature,  an  exercise  which  not  only  produces  the  greatest  amount  of  hap- 
piness to  himself,  but  also  an  influence  which  leads  many  an  im- 
mortal soul  to  the  shrine  of  virtue.  I  iancy  the  response  shall  be  in 
favor  of  the  latter;  if  so,  then  reader,  act  accordingly. 

The  real  character  of  personal  influence  is  strictly  moral,  because  of  its 
infinite  duration,  and  tendency  to  improve  or  deteriorate  the  moral  condi- 
tion of  our  race.  Among  the  lower  animals  t-here  is  a  certain  kind  of 
influence  exerted,  but  it  is  merely  the  result  of  instinct  which  perishes 
with  the  animal  spirit.  How  different  in  the  case  of  man  !  A  simple 
sentence  may  produce  an  impression  which,  gradually  acquiring  strength, 
may  increase  in  power  and  magnitude,  until  it  spreads  widely  over  vast 
communities,  carrying  with  it  happiness  or  woe,  as  its  character  may  be; 
but  the  effects  of  this  simple  impression  do  not  stop  here,  they  go  on 
increasing  in  magnitude,  throughout  the  endless  ages  of  eternity. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  individuals  so  seldom  seriously  reflect,  that  every 
hour  of  their  lives  (that  is,  when  in  society,)  they  are  rendering  some 
fellow  being  more  or  less  fit,  not  only  for  the  joys  and  happiness  of  this 
life,  but  of  the  life  to  come.  I  know  there  are  some,  whose  conduct  is 
prejudicial  to  the  sound  morals  of  society,  who  excuse  themselves  by  say- 
ing they  mean  no  harm,  and  cannot  prevent  others  from  imitating  their  ac- 
tions, but  here,  in  the  very  act  of  pleading  innocence,  they  prove  their 
guilt,  because  the  former  part  of  the  apology  pre-supposes  a  conscious- 
ness that  evil  may  be  produced  by  example  whether  meant  or  not,  and 
the  latter  part  acknowledges  the  power  of  imitation  in  promoting  influ- 
ence. Now  it  is  evident  that  knowledge  of  a  hability  constitutes  the 
guilt  of  an  error.  The  duty  of  such  individuals  is  then,  either  to  change 
their  conduct,  or  cease  further  communication  with  the  unhappy  victims  of 
their  pernicious  example.  There  is  also  another  equally  fallacious  apology 
used  in  the  vindication  of  innocence  on  this  subject;  namely,  that  it  is 
often  difficult  to  perceive  any  visible  result  arising  from  personal  inter- 
course :  but  this  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  since  a  slow  and  gradual  pro- 
gress is  a  prominent  feature  in  the  character  of  personal  influence.  For 
example,  the  success  of  Mahomet's  pretended  mission  remained  for  some 
time  exceedingly  doubtful,  while  none  embraced  his  doctrine  save  a  few  of 
his  nearest  relatives ;  but  his  pernicious  creed  gradually  spread  wider  and 
wider,  until  it  has  overwhelmed  the  world  with  a  moral  deluge.  And 
here  it  may  be  properly  remarked  that  the  success  of  any  new  and 
strange  doctrine,  or  teaching,  does  not  depend  so  much  on  the  original 
force  with  which  it  is  set  in  motion,  as  upon  that  sympathetic  action  of 
mind  upon  mind,  which  everywhere  occasions  a  continual  ferment  in 
society,  like  the  restless  waves  of  the  sea,  which  even  a  simple  breeze 
may  set  in  motion,  when  they  gradually  spread  more  and  more  by  their 
propelling  force,  until  they  present  a  rough  and  boisterous  ocean.  And 
»this  sympathetic  tendency  of  mind  is,  I  appiehend,  wisely  ordered  for  ihe 
general  good  of  the  human  family,  sim])ly  because  it  is  part  of  the  moral 
constitution  of  man,  who  has  been  created  a  social  being,  capable  of  par- 
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ticipating  alike  in  the  joys  and  sorrows  of  his  feliow-man  ;  and  who  will 
say  that  He  who  has  made  the  rational  mind,  has  not  formed  it  in  a  man- 
ner calculated  to  produce  the  greatest  amount  of  happiness.  I  know  it 
may  be  said  that  this  idea  is  at  variance  with  one  already  advanced; 
namely,  that  men  are  naturally  prone  to  exert  both  a  good,  and  evil  influ- 
ence ;  but  let  it  be  remembered  that  the  latter  is  the  result  of  their  original 
disobedience  and  apostacy:  whereas  the  former  is  the  offspring  of  that 
sound  moral  principle  early  implanted  within  us  by  the  Creator;  and  if 
evil  influence  predominates,  the  blame  must  rest  solely  on  ourselves,  be- 
cause, in  an  addition  to  the  reason  already  mentioned  we  are  free  moral 
agents,  possessing  the  entire  power  of  choosing  our  own  course  of  action. 

Composed  by  Robert  Murpht. 


PRAYER. 

BY  ELIZA  JOSEPHINE  SANFORD,  (AGED  11.) 

Jesus,  0,  keep  us  through  the  night, 
Wake  us  again  when  it  is  light. 
Let  our  prayers  ascend  the  sky  ; 
Jesus,  thou  that  dwells  on  high, 
0  !  look  down  with  pitying  eye. 
Look  upon  us  from  above. 
View  us  with  thy  tender  love; 
Jesus,  keep  us  through  the  night. 
Wake  us  again  when  it  is  light. 


ON  THE  CREATION  OF  MAN. 

When  we  look  around  us  and  see  the  many  things  God  has  created, 
the  sun,  moon,  stars,  earth  and  other  heavenly  bodies,  and  see  how  sys- 
tematically they  are  arrangeil  and  the  immense  space  which  they  occupy, 
we  ate  at  once  led  to  reflect  on  the  character  of  Him  who  formed  them, 
and  placed  them  in  diflerent  positions :  but,  of  all  things  God  has  crea- 
ted, man  exhibits  the  greatest  power  because  he  is  created  after  his  own 
image  ;  now  if  man  is  superior  to  every  thing  which  the  Creator  has 
formed,  then  must  he  have  had  some  great  object  in  view,  in  creating 
him  thus,  and  if  so,  what  was  it  .'  I  answer  that  he  might  serve  God  on 
earth,  and  at  last  gain  heaven.  In  pursuing  this  subject  more  minutely, 
we  will  examine  man  as  he  was,  as  he  is,  and  as  he  will  be  in  future. 
First,  then,  as  he  was  created.  When  man  was  made  he  was  pure,  and 
the  evils  to  which  mankind  are  subjected  were  not  then  known,  and,  by 
referring  to  the  bible  we  read  that  God  placed  him  in  a  garden,  and 
this  garden  had  all  the  productions  of  the  earth,  and  he  was  permitted 
to  take  and  eat  of  every  thing  that  was  in  it,  except  one  tree,  which  God 
commanded  him   not  to  eat  of,   and    he  told    him   the  consequences 
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which  -would  follow  if  he  violated  that  commandment,  for  he'  said, 
"  la  the  day  that  thou  eatest  thereof,  thou  shalt  surely  die."  Eve  and 
Adam  being  tempted  did  eat  the  forbidden  fruit,  and  they  were  obliged  to 
come  under  the  penalty  of  the  law  ;  from  this  period  we  must  date  the 
iall  of  man,  and  by  this,  sin  came  into  the  world.  This  brings  ns  to  no- 
tice the  present  condition  of  man  :  although  fallen  from  tke 
original  state  of  perfection,  yet  he  Is  superior  to  every  thing  that  God  has 
created,  and  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  enumerate  the  specimens  of 
man's  works.  When  we  look  around  us  and  see  the  discoveries  that 
he  has  made,  and  the  things  that  he  has  invented,  we  shall  be  immediately 
convinced  of  this  truth:  again,  man  is  to  be  regarded  only  as  a  proba- 
tioner to  prepare  himself  for  another  world,  but  we  see  man  engaged  in 
the  busy  cares  of  the  world,  and  apparently  having  his  mind  fixed  upon 
them,  and  neglecting  that  preparation  which  is  necessary,  and  which 
was  God's  design,  in  order  to  ensure  him  happiness  throughout  the  end- 
le'is  ages  of  eternity.  We  have  all  sinned,  but  God  in  his  infinite  good- 
ness and  mercy,  sent  his  only  Son  in  the  world  tosuflx^r,  and  die,  an  igno- 
minious death  on  the  cross,  that  through  his  death,  we  may  find  pardon 
for  our  sins.  Here  we  will  notice  man  as  he  will  be  :  to  do  this  we  must 
separate  man  into  two  classes,  those  who  do  the  ivill  of  God,  and  those 
who  spend  their  lives  in  rebellion  against  God  :  first,  those  who  serve 
God  faithfully,  will  not  only  enjoy  present  happiness  here,  but  when 
God  shall  call  all  men  to  judgment,  will  receive  them  to  his  Kingdom 
above,  where  they  will  enjoy  that  state  of  happiness,  which  if  we  should 
attempt  to  describe,  language  would  fail ;  while  those  who  do  not  obey 
his  commandments  will  be  cast  down  to  hell,  and  their  miseries  will  be 
greater  than  any  degree  of  suflTering  of  which  we  can  conceive,  moreover 
their  destiny  will  be  unalterably  fixed  throughout  the  countless  ages  of 
eternity,  and  they  must  remain  in  this  unparalelled  state  of  sufrering. 

PETER  KUTAN. 


TRUE  AND  FALSE  FRIENDSHIP  CONTRASTED. 

Let  us  for  a  moment  consider  the  difl'erence  between  true  and  false 
friendship.  The  one  a  blessing  to  mankind,  the  other  a  deadly  evil. 
False  friendship  is  like  the  poison  of  Asps,  or  the  sting  of  the  Adder, 
which  coils  itself  round  the  heart  of  its  unsuspecting  victim,  and  diffuses 
its  deadly  poison  into  the  soul. 

True  Friendship  is  the  balm  of  consolation  to  the  broken  hearted,  it 
heals  the  wounded  spirit,  it  soothes  the  widow's  sorrow,  dries  the  or- 
phan's tears,  and  in  short  is  the  parent  of  human  happiness. 

But  how  are  we  to  distinguish  between  true  and  false  friends?  There 
are  those  who  come  to  us  like  the  prophets  of  old  to  the  King-  of  Israel, 
with  smiles  upon  their  countenances,  and  glosing  words  upon  their  lips, 
and  we  listen  to  them  with  delight;  another  comes  to  us  like  the  true 
prophet  to  the  king,  and  in  a  plain  matter  of  fact  manner  tells  us  of  our 
faults  :  him  we  not  unfrequently  refuse  to  hear,  and  so  cast  behind  our 
backs  a  true  friend,  but  when  adversity  comes,  false  friends  forsake  us 
and  we  are  left  to  shift  for  ourselves  as  best  we  can,  and  when  too  late 
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we  become  sensible  of  the  mistake  we  have  made.  Few  persons  arrive 
at  the  age  of  twenty  years  without  committing  some  such  error ;  we 
should  not  grieve  that  such  an  error  has  been  committed,  but  let  it  teach 
\is  during  the  remainder  of  our  days,  to  select  for  our  friends  those  who 
will  dare  to  tell  us  of  our  faults. 

ELIZABETH  K.  MELVIN. 


HOME. 

There  is,  I  think,  no  word  in  the  English  language  that  brings  with  it 
so  many  endearing  remembrances,  as  this  word  Home:  Well  has  the 
poet  described  it  by  saying,  there  is  no  spot  on  earth  so  dear  as  home, 
though  it  be  ever  so  poor  and  humble  ;  though  the  storms  rage  without,  yet 
they  disturb  not  the  happiness  which  is  enjoyed  in  that  humble  Cottage, 
where  the  dear  ones  within  are  gathered  around  the  family  circle,  as 
they  converse  on  the  joys  and  sorrows  ot  past  days,  and  lay  plans  for 
future  happiness  ;  while  the  parents  endeavor  to  instil  in  the  minds  of 
their  children,  those  principles  of  love  and  virtue,  which  if  properly  re- 
ceived will  shield  them  from  many  of  those  evils,  to  which  they  will  be 
exposed,  when  they  go  for'h  in  the  world  to  act  for  themselves  ;  and  how 
pleasant  it  is  to  see  this  family  lift  their  voices  in  songs  of  praise  to  God, 
and  bow  before  the  family  altar  to  invoke  his  blessings  to  rest  upon  them. 
The  memory  of  home,  and  the  scenes  of  childhood,  often  cheer  our  lonely 
hours,  when  we  are  far  from  those  we  love. 

LOUISA  MOREY. 


INGRATITUDE. 

"  Ingratitude,  thou  marble-hearted  fiend,"  is  the  language  of  the  Prince 
of  Poets;  and  most  heartily  do  I  unite  in  the  exclamation,  for  in  pondering 
over  the  many  evils  which,  from  time  to  time,  have  invaded  happiness, 
there  is  no  one  of  them  in  my  opinion,  which  has  caused  so  great  an 
amount  ot  calamity  to  the  human  family,  or  so  much  displeasure  to  their 
divine  Creator,  as  Ingratitude.  1  have  heerd  it  said  that  disobedience  was 
the  first  and  great  evil,  1  have  heard  some  say  it  was  pride,  others  ambi- 
tion, but  in  tracing  these  to  their  source  we  find  it  to  be  Ingratitude  :  for 
had  Beelzebub  been  grateful  lor  his  exaltation  in  heaven,  he  would  never 
have  rebelled  against  the  Almighty  Power,  or  had  our  first  parents  been 
grateful  for  one  half  of  the  inestimable  blessings  of  Paradise,  they  would 
not  have  disobeyed  the  dread  command  of  their  divine  Creator.  Even 
then,  had  succeeding  generations  been  grateful,  they  would  not  have  again 
provoked  the  wrath  of  a  merciful  God,  so  far  as  to  deluge  the  world,  and 
almost  obliterate  man  from  its  suriace;  or  again  had  the  Israelites  been 
grateful  for  their  deUveiance  out  of  Egypt,  they  would  never  have  mur- 
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mured  against  Moses  in  the  wilderness.  These  are  some  of  the  great 
calamities  originating  in  the  ungrateful  heart,  for  it  is  in  my  opinion,  the 
cradle  of  all  vice  and  calamity  :  then  let  us  be  grateful,  or  we  can  never 
■  be  virtuous. 

KOSANNA  McKENNA. 


AN  IMAGINARY  LETTER. 

BY  ELIZA  KING. 

London,  October,  1845. 
My  dear  Charlotte  : 

Having  just  arrived  in  London,  I  embrace  the  first  opportunity  of  wri- 
ting to  you.  Little  did  I  think  when  we  last  met,  that  in  such  a  short 
period  of  tune  we  should  be  so  widely  separated;  yes,  and  by  the  vast 
waters  of  the  Atlantic,  too;  for  I  anticipated  returning  to  school  as  soon 
as  vacation  was  over;  but  meeting  with  a  lady  and  gentleman  from  Eng- 
land, who  were  on  a  visit  to  America,  I  was  persuaded  to  return  with 
them  ;  my  friends  at  first  were  very  mucli  opposed  to  ray  going,  but  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Parker  evinced  so  much  interest  in  me,  that  they  were  obliged 
to  yield  to  their  persuasions  ;  preparations  were  then  made  for  my  depar- 
ture.    You  may  imagine,  my  dear  C what  pain  it  gave  me  to  bid 

adieu  to  my  dear  parents  ;  for  in  all  probability  I  shall  never  see  them 
ao-ain.  We  arrived  in  New  York  on  the  14th,  just  in  time  to  embark  in 
the  Great  Western  ;  we  had  about  sixty  passengers  on  board,  many  of 
whom  were  ladies;  with  these  I  soon  became  acquainted,  and  found  them 
very  pleasant  and  agreeable  companions.  The  weather  continued  very 
pleasant  until  we  had  been  out  about  three  days,  when  there  was  every 
indication  of  a  storm,  the  sky  became  darkened,  the  sun  was  no  longer 
visible,  the  thunder  pealed  over  our  heads,  the  wind  began  to  blow  vio- 
lently, the  waves  tossed  to  and  fro,  the  rain  descended  in  torrents,  and 
naught  was  visible  except  by  the  lightning's  glare.  I  have  often  read  a 
description  of  a  storm  at  sea,  but  never  before  witnessed  one.  It  was  truly 
sublime,  although  I  was  too  ill  to  be  conscious  of  all  that  was  passing, 
and  was  obliged  to  remain  in  my  berth  until  the  storm  abated,  which  last- 
ed twelve  hours,  having  commenceil  at  three  o'clock,  P.  M.  The  next 
morninii,  the  ram  ceased,  the  sky  became  clear,  and  the  weather  continued 
pleasantl'ortheremainderof  the  voyage.  My  dearfriend,!  have  already  ta- 
ken too  much  time  in  the  description  of  the  passage,  and  must  now  bring  my 
letter  to  a  close,  but  not  witiiout  telling  you  that  1  am  very  pleasantly 
situated  here:  as  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parker  have  no  children,  they  do  every- 
thing in  their  power  to  make  mc  happy,  and  if  I  continue  to  like  it  as 
well  as  I  now  do,  t  shall  probably  remain  a  few  years,  if  so,  1  shall  visit 
Italy  next  summer  if  I  live  :  with  this  I  must  bid  you  adieu,  begging  you 
will  write  as  soon  as  you  receive  this. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Julia. 
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REPLY. 

BY  MATILDA  McMANUS. 

New-York,  November,  1845. 
My  DEAR  Julia  : 

I  received  your  letter,  which  gave  the  greatest  pleasure  imaginable, 
particularly  as  it  communicated  the  pleasant  tidings  that  you  are  well ; 
and  enjoying  yourself ;  but  0  !  what  a  disappointment.  Is  it  possible 
that  you  are  not  to  return  to  us.  How,  my  dear  Julia,  could  you  have 
been  persuaded  to  go  .'  to  leave  your  dear  parents,  and  the  friends  that 
love  you  so  .'  Do  you  not  remember  when  we  parted,  the  pleasant  winter 
we  anticipated,  and  must  I  pass  it  without  the  society  of  my  dear  friend  ? 
The  thought  is  a  painful  one  to  me,  and  I  will  not  dwell  on  it;  but  must 
I  realize  the  truth  that  the  vast  ocean  rolls  between  us,  that  probably  I 
may  never  see  you  again  ;  but  will  you  not  return,  my  dear  Julia,  return 
to  the  arms  of  your  dear  parents,  and  your  faithful  Charlotte  .'  say  but 
that  you  will  return  and  I  will  be  satisfied.  But  I  am  wrong,  and  you 
will  think  me  unkind  to  urge  you  so,  when  you  tell  me  you  are  so 
happy  ;  but  blame  me  not,  dear  Julia,  for  indeed  you  would  not  if  you 
knew  how  much  I  am  disappointed.  I  thank  you,  my  dear  friend,  for 
the  description  you  gave  me  of  the  storm,  as  you  know  I  never  witness- 
ed one  ;  indeed  it  must  have  been  truly  sublime.  How  I  should  like  to 
be  at  sea  in  a  storm  !  for  I  think  I  would  enjoy  it,  the  idea  of  the  rolling 
billows,  and  the  lightning's  vivid  flash  in  a  dark  night,  fills  one  with 
awe,  at  least  it  does  me.  But  enough  of  the  storm,  for  I  think  if  I  con- 
tinue I  shall  imagine  myself  in  one,  for  you  know,  Julia,  I  am  rather  an 
imaginative  creature.  Our  dear  Mrs.  M,  is  not  with  us,  she  left  a  few 
days  ago ;  she  is  in  the  city  at  present,  but  expects  to  leave  shortly  to 
visit  some  friends  in  the  country.  I  have  only  a  few  words  more,  dear 
Julia,  they  are,  if  you  are  happy,  remain  with  those  friends  who  make 
you  so,  visit  that  dear,  dear  Italy,  and  as  you  wander  through  the  beau- 
tiful city  of  Rome,  give  one  thought  to  your  absent  Charlotte,  and  think 
how  much  she  would  enjoy  it.  I  only  regret  that  I  cannot  visit  that  de- 
lightful country  with  you,  which  1  have  so  often  wished,  but  I  cannot, 
therefore,  I  must  be  contented  ; — go  then,  my  dear  Juha, — go,  and  may 
the  choicest  flowers  be  strewn  around  your  path  ;  and  may  happiness 
attend  you,  is  the  sincere  wish  of, 

Charlotte. 


MORNING. 


"She  spreads  the  morning  over  eastern  h.\\\s."—Cowper. 

Oh  !  'tis  a  glorious  morn,  the  golden  sun 
Just  peeping  from  his  orient  chambers,  calls 
On  Nature  to  rejoice,  and  banish  sleep. 
Up  !  cast  the  drapery  of  thy  couch  aside, 
]\or  waste  in  slumber  precious  hours  like  these  : 
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To  the  blue  sky  above  ihee  lift  thine  eyes, 

Lovely  as  when  its  Maker's  voice  divine, 

Did  lirst  its  birth  proclaim,  and  the  bright  stars, 

In  heavenly  concert,  swell'd  their  notes  ol  praise. 

Go  forth  where  Nature's  bounteous  hand  hath  strewn 

Her  choicest  beauties  ;  her  luxuriant  flowers, 

Vk'^et  with  the  tears  that  night  hath  o'er  them  wept ; — 

Woo'd  by  the  sporting  zephyr's  mild  caress, 

They  rear  their  blushing  heads,  and  smiling  greet 

In  silent  eloquence  the  fair  young  morn. 

Oh  !  could  we,  with  the  gloomy  shades  of  night, 
Chase  the  dark  clouds  of  sorrow  from  the  brow  ; 
Could  pure  afTection  feel  no  withering  blight. 
And  heart  to  heart,  in  one  sweet  tie  be  linked ; 
How  were  the  soul  content  to  fold  her  wings, 
And  dwell  forever  'mid  such  loveliness. 

But  earth  is  not  our  home  ; — its  fairest  scenes 

Entrance  but  with  a  momentary  joy. 

A  few  short  months,  and  the  green  spot  thou  tread'st 

Will  smile  no  more,  nor  gentle  flower  be  seen, 

Nor  carol  sweet,  of  the  aeiial  choir 

In  that  deserted  wild,  will  charm  thine  ear. 

Thus  the  most  sacred  ties  of  human  love 

By  death's  cold  hand  are  broken,  one  by  one: 

Friend  after  friend  departs;  with  mournful  step 

We  bear  them  to  the  narrow  house  of  clay, 

And  to  our  hearts  comes  home  the  solemn  truth, 

"  We  are  but  dust,  to  dust  we  shall  return." 

FRANCES  J.  CROSBY, 

A  GRADUATED  PUPIL. 


DOOTJMENT  II. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  MUSIC. 
The  Committee  on  Music  of  the  New  York  Institation  for  the  Blind, 
Respectfully  Report  ; 

That  during  the  year  past  the  duties  of  giving,  and  receiving  instnic- 
tiou  in  this  department  of  the  education  of  the  Blind,  have  been  con- 
tinued with  the  usual  zeal,  and  attention. 

After  the  re-commencemeni  of  the  school  duties,  subsequent  to  the 
summer  vacation,  a  thorough  re-organization  of  the  various  musical 
classes,  became  necessary  in  consequence  of  a  number  oi  the  more  ad- 
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vanced  pupils,  who  had  previously  aided  in  teaching,  leaving  the  Institu- 
tion, their  time  having  expired.  This  not  only  deranged  the  order  of  in- 
struction before  pursued,  but  destroyed  the  Band  of  instrumental  music, 
and  essentially  impaired  the  efficiency  and  force  of  the  Choir. 

To  re-establish  these,  was  in  the  minds  of  t.he  Committee,  an  object 
requiring  early  and  vigilant  attention,  inasmuch  as  without  them,  no  very 
creditable  display  of  the  musical  acquirements  of  our  pupils  could  be 
made  before  the  public.  New  pupils  were  selected  to  fill  the  places  left 
vacant  in  the  Band  and  Choir,  and  such  has  been  the  attention,  and  emu- 
lation of  tlese,  that  already  in  the  brief  space  of  four  months,  the  Band 
perform  with  great  accuracy  many  difficult  pieces,  and  the  Choir  are  able 
to  give  the  sacred  music  of  the  Sabbath,  with  a  taste,  and  efTect,  that  do 
them  much  credit.  New  monitors  were  also  selected,  and  the  pupils  of 
those  who  had  left,  were  distributed  among  them. 

With  these  arrangements  completed,  and  carried  to  the  full  extent  of 
their  means,  the  committee  still  felt  that  the  department,  owing  to  the 
large  number  of  learners  (more  than  70)  was  not  sufficiently  provided 
with  instructors,  and  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember, recommended  the  employment  of  a  competent  female  Teacher, 
who  in  addition  to  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  Piano,  should  be  a  good 
vocalist:  they  were  the  more  ready  to  urge  this  measure,  as  it  might  be 
carried  into  effect  without  charging  any  additional  expense  upon  the  gen- 
eral Treasury  of  the  Institution,  a  surplus  beirg  left  from  the  specific  do- 
nations made  during  the  year  preceding  for  the  purchase  of  an  Organ, 
sufficient  to  pay  the  salary  of  such  instructress  for  some  time. 

The  Board  acquiesced  in  the  measure,  and  this  Committee  under  its 
sanction  engaged  the  services  of  Miss  Clementina  Windmuller,  who 
immediately  entered  upon  her  duties,  and  has  continued  to  give  lessons 
to  the  more  advanced  female  pupils,  in  vocal  and  instrumental  music, 
three  afternoons  in  each  week.  The  mode  of  imparting  instruction  to 
the  Blind  in  music,  as  well  as  in  literature,  is  so  unlike  that  pursued 
with  seeing  pupils,  that  some  time  must  elapse,  before  the  teacher  will 
have  acquired  all  the  readiness  and  facihty  that  experience  alone  can 
give,  but  so  far  as  the  Committee  can  judge,  Miss  Windmuller  has  suc- 
ceeded quite  as  well  as  they  could  reasonably  expect. 

The  general  supervision  of  the  entire  Musical  Department  of  the  house 
remains  in  charge  of  Mr  Anthony  Reiff,  who  to  very  unusual  attain- 
ments in  this  science  (performing  as  he  does  uponevery  instrument)  su- 
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peradds  great  patience,  and  an  astonishing  tact  and  readiness  in  commu- 
nicating his  knowledge  to  the  Blind,  a  readiness  no  doubt  much  increas- 
ed by  his  long  acquaintance  with  them  as  a  class.  The  Committee  con- 
sider his  services  as  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  are  anxious  to  in- 
crease their  efficiency  by  inducing  him  to  remove  his  family  to  the  vi- 
cinity of  the  Institution,  by  which  an  hour  or  two,  of  each  day  would  be 
added  to  the  time  of  instruction  (now  lost  in  going  and  returning)  with- 
out any  increased  expense  ;  this  arrangement  the  Committee  have  reason 
to  hope  may  be  carried  into  effect  after  the  first  of  May  next. 

The  lapse  of  another  year,  and  the  experience  acquired  in  its  passage, 
have  tended  to  strengthen  and  confirm  the  previous  impressions  of  this 
Committee,  of  the  great  value  of  a  Musical  Education  to  such  of  the 
Blind  as  have  the  requisite  natural  qualifications  for  receiving  it,  not  alone 
as  a  means  of  obtaining  a  support  hereafter,  but  as  a  source  of  enjoy- 
ment, and  solace,  under  affliction,  of  which  those  possessing  the  organs 
of  vision,  can  form  no  adequate   estimate.     The  "  concord  of  sweet 
sounds"  falling  upon  the  delicate  and  discriminating  ear  of  the  Blind,  is 
to  them,  what  the  varied  and  beautiful  scenes  of  external  nature  are  to 
us;  an  exhaustless  source  of  innocent  and  exquisite  delight.     As  a  means 
of  living  too,  this  Committee  have  no  hesitation  in  giving  it  a  prominent 
place,  and  for  proof  may  confidently  point  to  the  past.     Two  of  the  for- 
mer pupils  of  this  Institution  are  now  employed  at  a  salary  as  Organists 
of  Churches  in  this  city,  and  of  those  who  graduated  and  left  during  the 
past  summer,  two  are  supporting  themselves  comfortably,  and  reputably, 
as  teachers  of  music;  one  in  a  celebrated  female  Academy  in  the  wes- 
tern part  of  this  State,  and  the  other  by  giving  lessons  at  the  houses  of 
his  pupils  in  a  village  in  the  County  of  Oneida,  and  the  Committee  will 
add,  as  an  interesting  incident,  that  the  former  has  taken  upon  himself 
the  new  relation  of  husband,  by  a  most  respectable  connection  in  mar- 
riage. 

Other  pupils  now  in  the  Institution,  have  made  such  progress  in  mu- 
sic, as  leaves  the  Committee  no  room  to  doubt  of  their  success,  as  Organ- 
ists in  Churches,  or  teachers  of  the  Piano,  when  the  period  shall  arrive 
for  them  to  leave  our  walls,  and  attempt  the  duty  of  self-support. 

Finally,  the  Committee  would  commend  the  musical  department  of 
this  Institution  to  the  fostering  care,  and  steady  support  of  the  Board, 
and  of  that  Committee  which  shall  succeed  them,  giving  to  it  all  the 
time  which  the  pupils  may  have  after  discharging  the  graver,  and  more 
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importanl  duties  of  the  school  room,  and  workshop,  that  when  their 
term  of  education  shall  have  expired,  they  may  add  to  their  acquisitions 
in  science,  and  mechanics,  this  beautiful  accomplishment,  which,  speak- 
ing a  language  universally  understood,  and  appreciated,  will  introduce 
them  to  the  hospitalities  of  all  in  whose  society  the  varied  incidents  of 
life  may  chance  to  place  them. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

NICHOLAS  DEAN, 

JOHN  P.  CROSBY,  }■  Committee  on  Music. 

WM.  T.  WHITTEMOilE, 

N.  Y.  iKfSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BlIND,  ) 

December  31st,  1845.  ( 


DOCUMENT   III. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  MANUFACTURES. 

To  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  New  York  Institution  for  the  Blind. 
The  Committee  on  Manufactures  respectfully  Report : — • 

That  the  department  under  their  care  has,  during  the  last  year,  shared 
in  the  general  prosperity  which  has  attended  the  administration  of  the 
Institution.  The  number  of  new  learners  brought  under  instruction  in 
the  several  manufacturing  departments,  has  been  unusually  large,  and 
considerable  increase  is  exhibited  in  the  amount  of  articles  manufactured, 
though  in  a  comparative  examination  of  the  statements  of  account  of  the 
year  which  has  just  closed,  with  that  which  immediately  preceded  it,  it 
should  be  borne  in  mind,  that  owing  to  the  inferiority  of  the  work  of 
those  more  recently  placed  in  the  workshops,  but  little  is  at  first  realized 
from  their  labor  beyond  the  cost  of  materials. 

The  Committee  invite  attention  to  the  statements  of  account  which 
accompany  this  report,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  though  the  depart- 
ments, more  in  conformity  with  usage  than  strict  propriety, — have  been 
charged  with  the  salaries  of  the  several  instructors,  they  are  notwith- 
standing a  charge  upon  the  funds  of  the  Institution  to  a  very  inconside- 
rable amount. 

In  the  willow  and  weaving  department,  at  the  date  of  the  last  annual 
report,  twenty-five  were  employed  ;   during  the  year  twenty-four  new 
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learners  have  been  introduced,  and  twelve  have  been  withdrawn,  leaving 
thirty-seven  now  under  instruction.  Mr.  Horn  still  superintends  this 
department  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  Committee. 

In  the  manufactory  of  Paste  board  work  Mr.  Frederick  Bauman  now 
performs  the  duties  of  instructor,  having  received  that  appointment  on. 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  Sauer, — in  consequence  of  his  return  to  Germany, 
his  native  country  :  though  but  recently  appointed,  the  Committee  have 
thus  far  reason  to  feel  entirely  satisfied  with  the  judiciousness  of  their 
selection.  In  this  department  at  the  date  of  the  last  report,  seventeen 
were  employed,  three  new  learners  have  been  added  to  it,  two  have  been 
withdrawn,  leaving  eighteen  now  under  instruction.  An  instructiess 
has  also  been  recently  employed  to  give  lessons  in  fancy  knitting  to 
those  of  the  female  pupils  who  evinced  a  taste  for  such  work.  This 
has  proved  an  agreeable  occupation,  and  well  suited  to  the  capabilities 
of  the  blind.  The  labors  of  our  inmates  have  heretofore  been  chiefly 
confined  to  willow  work,  the  weaving  of  carpets  and  mats,  and  paste 
board  work,  in  all  of  which  we  have  found  the  blind  capable  of  attain- 
ing a  very  respectable  degree  of  proficiency,  and  while  under  the  foster- 
ing care  of  our  Institution,  where  convenient  work  shops,  tools  espe- 
cially constructed  for  their  use,  and  well  selected  materials  are  provided 
to  their  hands, — these  branches  of  industry  have  been  prosecuted  with  a 
gratifying  degree  of  success ;  yet  the  observation  of  each  successive 
year  renders  it  more  apparent,  that  they  are  not  those  which  can  be  suc- 
cessfully followed  by  the  blind,  when  deprived  of  the  advantages  of  these 
favoring  circumstances. 

Under  this  conviction,  while  the  Committee  have  endeavored  to  gi've 
all  possible  efficiency  to  the  present  departments  of  labor,  it  has  been  a 
matter  of  much  solicitude  with  them  to  devise  the  means  of  affording 
the  advantages  of  mechanical  instruction,  of  such  a  nature  as  may  more 
readily  be  made  available  by  our  pupils,  when  removed  from  the  protec- 
tion of  our  roof.  With  this  in  view  the  Committee  have  had  under  con- 
.  sideration  several  plans  of  extending  the  range  of  our  mechanical  pur- 
suits, but  have  not  as  yet  succeeded  in  maturing  any,  which  promised  to 
accomplish  the  particular  object  which  they  sought  to  attain.  The  ob- 
stacles which  must  always  attend  the  unassisted  efforts  of  the  Blind  for 
their  own  support,  seem  to  apply  almost  universally  to  every  department 
of  labor.  The  difficulties  of  locomotion,  first  for  the  advantageous  se- 
lection of  the  material,  and  afterwards  for  the  sale  of  the  wares  when 
manufactured,  together  with  their  inability  to  cheapen  their  work  when 
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compelition  makes  price,  rather  than  quality,  the  chief  requisite  to  secure 
a  ready  sale,  these,  and  such  like  disadvantages  fully  explain  why  many, 
though  proficient  in  meclianical  branches  while  under  our  protecting 
care,  would  if  deprived  of  it,  be  again  reduced  to  a  state  of  helpless  de- 
pendence, or  thrown  upon  the  cold  charities  of  the  world,  and  seem  to 
point  to  association  in  effort  for  this  truly  afiiicled  class,  as  the  only  per- 
manent means  of  independence,  and  consequently  of  usefulness  and  hap- 
piness. 

In  reaching  this  conclusion,  the  Committee  are  not  left  to  theorize  on 
the  probable  advantages  to  result  from  such  a  community  of  effort,  nor 
to  be  guided  entirely  by  the  experience  of  others,  for  the  experiment 
of  the  last  few  months  in  our  own  institution,  not  only  evinces  the  fea- 
sibility of  such  a  project,  but  almost  demonstrates  its  success.  Six  of 
our  inmates  whose  terms  of  appointment  as  pupils  had  expired,  gladly 
embraced  the  opportunity  presented  by  our  Committee,  vrith  the  sanction 
of  the  Board  of  Managers,  of  continuing  with  us  as  journeymen,  orpiece 
workers.  These  of  course  spend  their  whole  time  in  the  workshop — 
they  have  been  charged  a  moderate  price  for  board,  and  have  been  credi- 
ted with  the  value  of  the  articles  manufactured,  the  cost  of  material  being 
first  deducted,  and  the  result  has  proved,  not  only  the  ability  of  self- 
maintenance,  even  when  only  a  m.oderate  degree  oi  proficiency  has  been 
attained,  but  the  unwearied  assiduity  with  which  labor  has  been  in  some 
instances  prosecuted,  has  evinced  that  the  laudable  feeling  of  indepen- 
dence, arising  from  a  property  in  the  avails  of  their  own  labor,  and  the 
natural  desire  of  acquisition,  are  as  strongly  operative  principles  in  the 
minds  of  the  Blind,  as  of  those  who  are  not  apparently  thrown  by  Provi- 
dence so  peculiarly  on  the  sympathies,  and  care  of  others. 

The  peculiar  wants,  as  well  as  capabilities  of  the  Blind  in  these  re- 
gards, are  brought  to  the  more  especial  observation  of  this  Com.mittee, 
and  they  cannot  feel  that  their  duty  is  accomplished  without  giving  ex- 
pression to  the  long  cherished  hope,  that  they  may  yet  witness  the  es- 
tablishment of  an  Asylum  for  these  children  of  affliction,  where  their  en- 
ergies may  be  developed,  and  where  they  may  enjoy  permanently  all 
those  advantages,  for  which  the  initiatory  course  in  our  Institution,  is 
but  a  preparation. 

AH  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

CYRENIUS  BEERS,  )      Committee 

FLOYD  SMITH,  }  on 

A.  ROBERTSON  WALSH,  )  Manufactures. 
N.  Y.  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
December  31,  1845. 
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E^TATEMENT  OF  THE  MANUFA0TURINC3-  DEPARTMENT. 
N.   Y.  Institution  for  the  Blind. 


WILLOW   WORK. 

DR. 

To  value  of  finished  articles  on  hand,  Dec.  31st 
"     materials  "         "  " 

"     articles  on  consignment        " 
cost  of  materials  during  the  year  1845,    , 
amount  paid  pupils  for  overwork,  .     . 
Salary  of  Instructor,  (one  half)  .     .     . 


1844, 


#121 

88 

318 

01 

26 

64 

480 

35 

94 

05 

300 

00 

CR. 


1,340  93 


By  value  of  finished  articles  now  on  hand, $230  14 

"         "     materials          "             "              206  82 

"         "     sales  during  the  year  1 845, 861  21 

Balance,      .,-...  42  76 

#1,340  93 


WEAVING   DEPARTMENT. 

DR. 

To  value  of  finished  articles  on  hand  Dec.  31st,  1844, 
"  "  materials  "  "  " 
"  "  articles  on  consignment,  "  " 
"  cost  of  materials  during  (he  year  1845,  .  . 
"  amount  paid  pupils  for  overwork,  .  .  . 
"  half  salary  of  Instructor, 


$68 

13 

50 

94 

12 

06 

285 

52 

12 

34 

300 

00 

CR. 


#728  99 


By  value  of  finished  articles  now  on  hand, #233  02 

"         "     materials              "         "              96  22 

«  sales  during  the  year  1845, 222  16 

Balance, 177  59 


PAPER   BOX   DEPARTMENT. 
DR. 

To  value  of  finished  articles  on  hand  Dec.  31st,  1844, 
*'         "     materials  "  "  " 

"  finished  articles  on  consignment, 

"  cost  of  materials  in  1845, 

'«  amoiint  paid  pupils  for  overwork. 


#728  99 


#240  37 

184  42 

12  50 

594  90 

34  24 


Salary  of  Instructor, 488  81 


#1,555  24 
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CR. 

By  value  of  finished  articles  now  on  hand, $268  92 

"         "     materials                "         "             ......  217  13 

"  sales  during  the  year  1845, 984  75 

"  work  done  for  use  of  the  Institution, 1   38 

Balance, 83  06 

$1,555  24 

FANCY   KNITTING. 

DR. 

To  cost  of  materials, $18  04 

"  Salary  of  Instructress, 28  12 

$46  16 
CR. 

By  value  of  finished  articles  now  on  hand, $17  68 

"         "     materials              "         "             9  75 

«'  sales  finished  articles, .,     .  2  50 

Balance, 16  23 

$46  16 


DOCUMENT    IV. 

To  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  New  York  Institution  for  the  Blind. 
The  Committee  on  Supplies,  respectfully  report : 

That  the  method  of  conducting  their  business,  as  a  Committee,  during 
the  last  year,  was  the  same  as  that  which  had  been  previously  pursu- 
ed. This  consists  in  a  regular  weekly  attendance  at  the  Institution,  for 
the  purpose  of  examining,  in  detail,  the  condition  of  the  department  un- 
der their  charge.  At  these  meetings,  a  statement  of  its  wants  is  pre- 
sented to  them,  and  after  consideration  of  their  character,  the  Superin- 
tendent is  authorized  to  supply  them,  either  himself,  or  with  the  advice 
and  assistance  of  the  Committee.  After  the  purchase  of  the  articles, 
the  bills  are  also  presented,  and  if  correct,  ordered  to  be  paid,  and  with- 
out going  through  this  process,  no  amount  of  money,  however  trifling, 
is  expended. 

In  this  way,  the  Committee  are  at  all  times  conversant  with  the  con- 
dition of  their  department,  and  are  enabled  to  consult  as  to  the  best 
mode  of  supplying  its  wants.     They  know  too,  the  exact  cost  of  every 
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thing  furnished  during  the  year,  and  furthermore,  by  the  inspection  on 
their  part  of  all  the  articles  in  use,  they  can  judge,  whether  in  kind  and 
in  quahty,  they  are  such  as  they  should  be. 

The  obvious  effect  of  this  familiar  acquaintance  of  the  Committee, 
with  the  domestic  concerns  of  the  house,  must  be  to  check  all  waste, 
and  ill-judged  expenditure,  if  these  should  be  likely  at  any  time  to 
happen  ;  and  as  a  farther  advantage  resulting  from  it,  the  Institution  is 
never  left  without  a  controlling  power,  in  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  oflSce 
of  Superintendent ;  and  the  new  incumbent,  while  unacquainted  with 
the  routine  of  his  duties,  has  always  at  hand  those  to  whom  he  may 
resort  for  advice  and  direction. 

This  change  of  Superintendent  occurred  during  the  year  by  the  resig 
nation  of  Wm.  Boggs.  Of  his  successor,  Jas.  F.  Chamberlain,  the 
Committee  will  remark,  that  the  zeal  and  efficiency  which  he  displays 
in  his  new  vocation,  give  a  sure  promise,  that,  in  his  hands,  the  affairs 
of  the  Institution  cannot  fail  to  be  well  conducted,  and  entitle  him  to 
the  most  favorable  consideration  of  the  Board. 

With  the  able  services  too,  of  their  new  matron.  Miss  Ostrander,  the 
Board  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied. 

Subjoined  will  be  found  a  statement  of  the  sewing  and  knitting  done 
by  the  female  pupils,  together  with  an  account  of  the  expenditure  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  establishment  during  the  year. 

By  this  it  will  appear,  that  the  amount  expended  for  supplies  of  all 
kinds  is  $10,999,78.  This  amount  compared  with  that  of  the  preceding 
year,  gives  an  increase  of  $1600,38.  In  explanation  of  this  the  Com- 
mittee will  state,  that  a  heavy  expense  was  incurred  in  the  purchase  of 
iron  bedsteads,  and  bedding.  The  cost  of  the  bedsteads  alone,  amounted 
to  nearly  $600.  These  were  rendered  necessary,  partly  by  the  greater 
number  of  the  pupils,  but  principally  by  the  bad  condition  of  the  old 
wooden  ones  previously  in  use.  When  it  is  considered  that  these  are  a 
permanent  part  of  the  furniture  of  the  house,  which  cannot  wear  out, 
and  when  regard  is  had  to  the  greater  cleanliness,  and  to  the  more  invi- 
ting appearance,  which  the  dormitories  now  exhibit,  the  Board  will  allow 
that  the  expenditure  was  a  judicious  one. 

The  remaining  increase  in  the  disbursements  of  the  piesent  year  must 
be  accounted  for,  by  the  augmented  number  of  pupils,  demanding  of 
course  a  greater  supply  of  food  and  clothing,  and  also  rendering  neces- 
sary the  employment  of  additional  servants.     Besides  the  greater  quan- 
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tity  of  supplies  required,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  provisions  of  all 
kinds  have  greatly  risen  in  price. 

With  these  few  explanatory  remarks  the  Committee  refer  to  the  ac- 
companying tabular  statement,  where  the  various  expenditures  are  found 
arranged  under  different  heads. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


December,  3lst,  1845. 


JOHN  WOOD, 
ROBT.  L.  CASE, 
EDWARD  JONES. 


Committee 
on 
Supplies. 


Statement  of  Sewing  and  Knitting  done  by  female  pupils  during  the 

past  year. 


Pairs  Stockings  knit 

71. 

"     Socks           " 

71. 

Sheets  made 

121. 

Aprons 

109. 

Cravats 

14. 

Pairs  Sleeves 

45. 

"     Drawers 

26. 

Skirts 

27. 

"     for  Dresses 

82. 

Shirts- 

87. 

Night  Gowns 

9. 

Pocket  Hdkf's  hemm'd 

129. 

Towels  hemm'd 

166. 

Shirt  Bosoms  made 

40. 

Collars 

25. 

Chemise 

22 

Table  cloths 

14 

Pillow  ticks 

90 

Bed  spreads 

47. 

Night  caps 

3. 

Sun  bonnets 

16 

Curtains 

14 

Sundries 
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EXPENSES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1845. 


Provisions, Groceries,  &c... 
Dry  Goods,  CloihiriR  <fec... 
Wages  of  Matron  &  Servts., 
House  Keeping  Aiticles.... 
House  Clean'g,  Repairs,  &c. 

Stable  Expenses 

Fuel 

Stationery  Postage,  (fee. . . . 
Hospital  Expenses 


On  hand 
Dec, 31, 

1844. 


Drawn 
from  Trea- 
sury, 1845. 


142  93 
104  50 


450  00 


5311  22 

1647  8^ 

1548  23 

1450  02 

268  45 

251  97 

284  08 

106  51 

145  91 


8097  43;     11014  27 


Total. 


On  hand 
Dec.,  31, 

1845. 


5454  15' 

1752  90, 

1548  23  , 

1450  02 

268  45 

251  97 1 

734  08, 

106  5l' 

145  911 


197  15 
117  79 


150  00 


25  00 
222  50 


11712  22,    712  44 


Amou't  con- 
sumed and 
expended. 


52.57  00 

16.35  11 

1548  23 

1300  02 

268  45 

226' 97 

511  58 

105  51 

145  91 


10999  78 
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DOCUMENT  V. 
To  the  Board  oj  Managers  of  New  York  Institution  for  the  Blind  : 

The  Committee  on  Rftpairs  and  Improvements  respectfully  report : — 
That  during  the  year  just  closed,  this  Committee  has  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Board,  on  the  house  and  grounds  of  the  Institution 
the  gross  sum  of  $2,704  61.  Of  this  nearly  one  half  (1,222  62)  was 
paid  for  painting  the  house  and  out-buildings.  The  necessity  for  this 
outlay  had  long  been  apparent  to  the  Managers,  and  had  from  time  to 
time  been  deferred  only  because  of  its  great  expense,  and  the  impover- 
ished condition  of  the  Treasury.  The  summer  vacation  offering  a  favor- 
able opportunity,  in  the  absence  of  most  of  the  inmates,  to  do  the  v/ork 
this  Committee  was  instructed  to  have  it  performed,  and  after  issuing  pro- 
posals to  several  mechanics,  effected  a  contract  at  what  they  deemed  a 
low  price,  and  such  was  the  spirit  with  which  the  contractors  commen- 
ced and  prosecuted  their  undertaking,  that  the  whole  was  completed  in  a 
very  satisfactory  and  thorough  manner,  before  the  return  of  the  pupils, 
and  the  commencement  of  the  Fall  Term.  The  consequent  greatly  im- 
proved appearance  of  the  house,  in  cleanliness  and  neatness,  must  be  ap- 
parent to  all,  and  authorizes  us  to  regard  it,  in  these  respects  as  compar- 
ing favorably  with  any  of  the  other  public  Institutions  of  the  City,  or 
State. 

Another  large  item  of  expenditure  (s$355)  has  been  incurred  by  the 
planting  of  more  than  three  hundred  forest  trees,  of  various  approved 
kinds,  in  the  grounds  of  the  Institution  to  shade  and  ornament  the  walks 
and  render  exercise  in  the  open  air,  a  healthful  and  pleasant  enjoyment 
to  our  pupils.  Of  these,  notwithstanding  the  utmost  care  and  attention, 
in  watering  them,  a  very  unusual  proportion,  (about  60)  have  died  in 
consequence  of  the  severe  and  long  protracted  drought  of  the  past  sum- 
mer.    These  should  be  replaced  in  the  Spring. 

The  grading  of  Thirty- third  street,  between  the  Eighth  and  Ninth 
Avenues,  has  been  completed  at  a  cost  of  $234  05.  The  streets  on  both 
sides  of  the  square  occupied  by  the  Institution,  now  conform  to  the  es- 
tablished regulation  of  this  part  of  the  City. 

An  oven  of  ample  size  to  do  all  the  baking  for  our  numerous  family 
has  been  constructed,  and  in  succpssful  operation  for  some  months,  re- 
sulting as  the  Committee  believe,  not  only  in  a  saving  of  expense,  and 
increased  convenience,  but  also  in  a  very  great  improvement  of  the 
quality  of  the  bread  furnished  to  the  table  of  the  pupils,  and  household. 
This  essential  article  of  food  is  now  of  unsurpassed  excellence. 
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Various  other  works,  either  of  Repairs,  or  Improvements  have  been 
effected  to  promote  the  convenience  and  comfort  of  our  inmates,  and 
much  has  been  done  to  preserve,  protect,  and  improve  the  general  ap- 
pearance of  the  entire  establishment,  and  this  Committee  indulge  the  hope 
that  upon  a  review  of  the  whole  the  Board  will  be  satisfied  with  their  zeal 
and  attention,  and  that  the  bills  incurred  through  their  action  have  in  all 
cases  been  as  low  as  the  nature  of  the  service,  and  a  just  regard  to  the 
permanency  of  the  work  would  justify. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

NICHOLAS  DEAN,  )  Committee  on 
ROBKRT  1.  MURRAY,  }  Repairs  and 
FLOYD  SMITH,  )  Improvements. 

N.  Y.  Institution  for  the  blind, 
December  31st,  1845. 


DOCUMENT    VI. 

To  the  Managerx  of  the  New  York  Institution  for  the  Blind  : 

The  attending  Physician  respectfully  submits  the  following  report : — 

During  the  year  just  terminated,  with  the  exception  of  the  prevalence 
of  measles  in  the  month  of  July  last,  nothing  of  an  epidemic  or  conta- 
gious character  has  appeared  among  us. 

In  the  course  of  the  fall  and  winter,  the  Influenza  was  for  a  short  time 
prevalent,  ihe  attacks  were  slight,  and  very  manageable,  rarely  confining 
the  pupil  more  than  a  day  to  the  sick  room,  this  was  succeeded  in  the 
warm  months  by  affections  of  the  bowels,  to  which  they  are  at  all  times 
particularly  predisposed. 

There  is  a  manife.'jt  improvement  in  the  physical  condition  of  the  pu- 
pils, which  is  very  gr;itifying,  for  it  exhibits  the  practical  operation  of 
the  many  changes  that  have  been  introduced. 

The  subject  of  vaccination  has  received  attention,  and  every  pupil  has 
been  vaccinated  until  it  gave  evidence  of  having  taken.  Many  cases 
where  the  scar  would  have  lei  to  the  belief  of  their  security,  have  afford- 
ed the  best  proof  of  non-proteclion. 
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While  there  has  been  evidence  of  increased  robustness  on  the  part  of 
the  inmates  of  the  Institution  generaJlj-,  it  is  painful  to  have  to  record  the 
death  of  four  of  its  members  within  the  past  year,  but  the  antecedent 
promoting  causes  have  been  so  prominent,  that  1  beg  leave  to  detail  the 
circumstances  attendant  on  these  mournful  occurrences. 

The  first  case,  Susannah  Brown,  who  had  been  five  years  a  pupil,  was 
attacked  with  Inflammation  of  the  Stomach  and  Bowels,  a  year  ago  last 
November,  but  so  far  convalesced  as  not  to  be  confined  to  the  sick  room. 
Owing  to  imprudence  in  eating  she  relapsed,  and  her  already  enfeebled 
constitution  could  not  sustain  a  second  attack,  which  gradually  lapsed 
into  ulceration. 

Every  means  which  additional  medical  counsel  could  suggest  was  per- 
severed in ;  she  lingered  three  months  with  comparatively  little  pain,  and 
died  by  gradual  declension  after  five  months  illness. 

Early  in  life,  she  was  the  subject  of  a  very  severe  attack  of  scarlet  fe- 
ver, during  which  she  lost  her  sight.  She  was  for  years  as  I  learned 
from  her  father  Dr.  Brown,  who  was  with  her  during  the  last  portion  of 
her  illness,  a  source  of  continual  anxiety  to  her  parents,  sufl^ering  from 
time  to  time,  from  the  development  of  scrofula,  which  eventuated  in  ener- 
vating her  frame  at  a  time  when  her  constitution  was  least  able  to  bear 
up  against  it. 

Immediately  after  the  decease  of  Susannah  Brown,  the  two  brothers, 
John  and  Morrill  Warren,  were  severely  attacked  with  measles.  In  the 
case  of  the  younger,  the  eruption  retroceded  a  few  hours  after  its  appear- 
ance, producing  dysentery,  which  resulted  in  ulceration  of  the  bowels  of 
which  he  died.  The  elder  brother  convalesced  from  measles,  so  as  to  be 
allowed  to  leave  the  sick  room,  but  owing  to  eating  green  fruit,  surrep- 
titiously obtained,  uncontrollable  diarrhoea  was  brought  on,  likewise 
ending  in  ulceration. 

These  boys  were  two  of  four  children  of  the  same  parents,  all  blind 
from  infancy.  They  had  been  nine  months  in  the  Institution  and  were 
remarkable  for  their  attenuated  forms. 

The  last  case  was  that  of  Catharine  Gilmore,  a  child  of  great  pro- 
mise, who  suffered  severely  during  vacation  while  among  her  friends  from 
measles.  She  had  but  imperfectly  convalesced,  and  si.v  weeks  after  her 
return,  tubercles  were  developed  simullaneously  in  her  lungs  and  bowels, 
which  soon  terminated  her  earthly  career. 

This  mortahty  which,  at  first  glance  would  appear  unusually  large, 
comprises  the  only  cases  that  have  occurred  during  two  years,  with  an 
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average  of  100  pupils ;  and  on  referring  to  the  medical  reports  for  seve- 
ral previous  years,  I  find  that  in  1838  with  an  average  of  63  pupils  there 
■were  three,deaths,  whereas,  during  the  past  year  there  has  been  but  four, 
where  the  average  has  been  111. 

In  reviewing  the  Physicians'  reports  since  the  organizalion  of  the  In- 
stitution (in  1832)  with  reference  to  the  average  mortality,  and  causes  of 
death,  I  find  there  has  been  but  15  deaths,  (5  girls  and  10  boys)  during 
the  period  of  thirteen  years,  which  is  but  six  per  cent  of  the  whole  num- 
ber received. 

The  causes  of  death  are  singularly  few,  8  from  Tuberculous  ulceration 
of  the  lungs;  6  from  ulceration  of  the  bowels,  and  one  from  cholera. 
This  is  an  illustration  of  my  preceding  remarks  as  to  the  constitutional 
tendencies  of  the  Blind.  The  subjoined  table  will  show  the  number  in 
each  year,  name,  age,  length  of  time  in  the  Institution,  &c. 


George  Watkins, 


Jno  Whitley,    • 
George  Bull,  -  ■ 
James  Philips,  -  - 
Maria  Combs,  -  - 
Mary  Foot,  -  -  - 

George  Barrow,  - 
Nancy  Hills,  -  -  - 
George  Beebe,  -  - 
Henry  Beebe,  -  ■ 
Henry  Van  Mater 


1832 
1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 
1837 
1838 


1839 
1840 
1841 

1842 

1843 
1844 
1845 


Susannah  Brown, 

Morrill  Warren,  - 

Jno.  Warren, 

Catharine  Gilmore, 

Of  the  deaths  there  were  between  the  age  of 


69 
72 
68 

66 

87 
111 
125 


1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

4 

2 

2 

10 


1 

20 
17 
10 
17 

16 
21 
32 

28 
21 

23 

11 

9  12 

12 


Causes  of  Death. 


Cholera 


Consumption. 

Ulcera.  of  the  bowels 
Consumption. 

Ulcera.  of  the  bowels 
Consumption. 

<(  (C 

<<  <c 

Ulcera.  of  the  bowels 


Consumption. 


10  and  14  inclusive,  5. 
15  and  19  inclusive,  4. 
20  and  24  inclusive,  4. 


and  29  inclusive,  1. 
and  32  inclusive,  1. 

Total.     15. 
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I  am  urged  by  a  sense  of  duty  in  thus  making  this  detailed  statement, 
not  that  I  believe  that  the  calamity  could  have  been  averted  by  human 
agency,  but  that  the  subject  of  Hygiene,  to  be  taught  as  a  part  of  the 
regular  studies  of  the  school,  and  its  practice  to  be  regularly  and  rightly 
enforced,  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  an  officer  of  the  Institution, 
may  receive  your  early  attention. 

That  more  attention  should  be  given  to  the  whole  subject  of  develop- 
ing the  physical  part  of  the  pupil,  will  appear  the  more  necessary  when 
you  come  to  consider  their  actual  condition  when  first  received.  Tt  is 
rarely  that  blindness  occurs  in  both  eyes  at  once.  Inflammation  attacks 
one  eye,  and  often  when  the  constitution  is  brought  under  the  effects  of 
remedies,  and  the  disease  yields,  the  other  becomes  affected  ;  when  a  re- 
petition of  the  remedies  becomes  necessary,  and  this  double  attack,  su- 
peradded to  a  constitution  tainted  by  Scrofula,  frequently  is  sufficient  to 
reduce  the  tone  of  the  general  system,  so  as  to  destroy  its  recuperative 
powers. 

Now  that  the  patient  is  hopelessly  blind,  the  parents,  especially  if  the 
child  be  young,  through  misjudged  kindness,  and  from  fear  of  danger, 
discourage  the  least  disposition  to  locomotion,  and  the  child  be- 
comes unaccustomed  to  exercise.  This  occurs  at  a  time  most  favorable 
to  the  development  of  the  system,  and  the  restoration  of  the  previously 
impaired  constitution.  This  must  necessarily  tend  to  further  enervation, 
as  well  as  to  form  habits  of  inactivity,  which,  at  a  future  period  are  dif- 
jiicult  to  eradicate.  Even  with  the  present  limited  attention  to  the 
subject  of  bodily  exercise,  a  short  residence  in  the  Institution  on  the  part 
of  the  Blind,  seldom  fails  to  manifest  a  decided  sanatory  action  on  their 
constitution. 

After  a  careful  observation  for  three  years  past,  of  the  condition  of  pu- 
pils on  their  introduction  into  the  Institution,  and  enquiry  in  regard  to 
their  previous  habits,  as  well  as  their  subsequent  improvement,  I  am  led 
the  more  strenuously  to  urge  on  j'our  attention  the  importance  of  insist- 
ing on  gymnastic  exercises,  as  a  requisite  part  of  the  daily  duty  of  every 
pupil,  whether  male,  or  female. 

.1.  W.  G.  CLEMENTS,  M.  D. 

N.  Y.  Institution  for  the  Bund,  } 
December  .31,  184.5. 
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APPEMDK. 


DONATIONS 

TO    THE    NEW    YOKE    INSTITUTION     FOE.     THE    BLIND,    DURING    THE 
YEAR    1845. 


Jacob  Little,  (part  of  $5000) $1000 

Legacy  from  Mrs.  Anna  Waldron,  pr.  Philip  Embury,  Exe- 
cutor.          1000 

Legacy  from  Sarah  Stake,  pr.  Frances  B.  Hageman,  Execu- 
trix.            4050 

Great  Western  Steam  Ship  Co  :  1-3  of  $1000  appropriated 
to  Charitable  Institutions,  out  of  money  collected 
from  visitors  to  the  British  Steamer  Great  Britain,  pr. 

Richard  Irvin. 333  34 

A  Gentleman,  (pr.  Rev.  J.  M.  Krebs,  D.  D.)            -        -  20 

C.  L.  S.,  by  a  friend,        pr.  N.  Dean.             ...  50  ' 

John  David  Wolfe,              «"...-  20 

Mrs.  John  G.  Coster,          «."....  lo 

Mrs.  Chas.  A.  Heckscher,  «««--.-  10 

Miss  Henrietta  T.  Coster,   "««-..-  20 

Mr.  H.A.  C.                      «        "        -.      -        ■        -  10 

Anonymous,  enclosed  in  letter,            ....  10 

Jos.  H.  Ash, 24  69 

From  "one  vpho  possesses  and  is  grateful  for  his  sight,"  5 

E.  Jones,            annual  subscription,       .         -         -         -  5 

James  Burges,          «            ««                ....  5 

Wm.  K.  Newton     ««            '•                ....  5 

N.  Dean,                 •«            c.                ....  5 

Contribution  Box,  at  the  Institution,       ....  35  73 

Annual  Exhibition  at  the  Tabernacle,  pr.  H.  Murray,  Ch'n.  150  54 

Attica  &  Bufialo  Rail  Road  Co.  (amount  returned.)          -  15  25 


APPENDIX. 
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DOCUMENT  VII. 

N.YORK  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND  IN  ACC'TWITH  SILAS  BROWN,  TREAS. 


1845. 
Jan.  1st. 


1845. 
Dec.  31. 


18i6, 
Jan.  1st. 


To  Balance  of  Old  Account 

To  Cash  paid  Sundry  Vouchers,  from  the  following  Committees  : 

COMMITTEE   ON   SUPPLIES. 

*For   Provisions   and    Groceries $.'298  12 

Dry  Goods  and  Clothing 1IJ47  83 

Wages   of  ^Matron  and  Servants L548  2.3 

*  House  Keeping  Articles 1-126  64 

House  Cleaning  and  Repairs 268  45 

Stable  Expenses 251  97 

Fuel 284  OS 

Stationery  and  Postage II '6  51 

Hospital  Expenses 145  91 

COMMITTEE    ON   MANUFACTURES. 

For  wages  of  two  Instructors  of  Workshops $1088  81 

Raw  Materials  and  Tools 1378  81 

Amount  paid  Pupils  and  others  for  work 140  63 

COMMITTEE    ON  MUSIC. 

For  Salaries  of  Teachers 712  50 

Instruments,  Repairs  and  Music 176  81 

COMMITTEE    ON   INSTRUCTION. 

For  Salaries  of  Teachers $597  92 

Books,  Maps,  Slates  and  Printing 206  72 

COMMITTEE   ON   REPAIRS   AND   IMPROVEMENTS. 

For  Painting $1222  62 

Trees  and  Planting 355  00 

Grading  33d  street - 234  05 

Stoves  and  Fixtures 345  15 

Repairs,  Blasting  Rocks,  Building  Oven,fCleaning  Vaults 

and  Suiveying 547  79 

COMMITTEE    ON   FINANCE. 

For  Salary  of  Superintendent 800  00 

Insurance 117  96 

Tiavelling  Expenses 9S  00 

Prill  ling  Report  and  Advertising 1G3  66 

Assessment  for  Paving  9th  Avenue 915  48 

Balance  of  Interest  due  Treasurer 19  89 


CR. 

By  Cash  received  for  New  York  State  Pupils $11737  10 

"  "  New  Jersey do... 14-19  59 

''  "  Donations  and  Subscriptions  in  1S45.  .6784  55 

"  "  From   Board  ot  Education 917  06 

"  "  Several  Counties  for  Cloth'g  of  Pupils.1370  31 

"  "  Board  and  Tuition  of  Pay  Pupils 694  37 

"  "  Sales  of  Manufactures 2117 

"  "  State  Appropriation 5000  00 

"  "  Oldlron 40  58 

"  From  A.  Little  for  Assessment  of  34th  street 58  00 

"  Funeral  Expenses,  returned 5  31 

By  Balance  to  New  Account 743  56 


To  Balance  of  Old  Account  due  Treasurer $743  56 

SILAS  BROWN,  Treasurer. 
Audited  ami  found  to  Oe  Correct, 
JOHN  WOOD, 


ROBT.  L.  CASE, 
'NICHOLAS  DEAN, 


Finance  Committee. 


$10818  ffi 


10977  79 


2608  25 


889  31 


804  64 


27(M  01 


2114  99 
30,918  41 


30,918  41 


*Bill»  belonging  to  these  accounts  were  audited  bjfiheCom'miltee,  bui  noi  presented 
to  the  Treasurer  for  payment  in  1845. 
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MANAGERS 


IHORK  INSTITUTION  FOR  TBI  BLIND 


THE    LEGISLATURE    OF  THE    STATE. 


MADE  IN  CONFORMITY  TO  LAW. 

Jebnmrg,  1847. 
FOR  THE  PRECEDING  YEIR. 


ALBANY:  %,'•'  ^  '^"'^  ^V 

C.  VAN  BENTIIUYSEN   AND    CO.,  PUBLIC    PRINTERS-: 
1847. 
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OFFICERS  AND  MANAGERS  OF  THE  NEW-YORK   INSTI- 
TUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  FOR  THE  YEAR  1847. 

ANSON  G.  PHELPS,  President 

ISAAC  WOOD,  M.  D.,  Vice  President. 

SILAS  BROWN,  Treasurer. 

EDWARD  JONES,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

GEORGE  F.  ALLEN,  Recording  Secretary. 

MANAGERS. 

ANSON  G.  PHELPS,  JAMES  MARSH,  FLOYD  SMITH. 

SILAS  RROWN,  ROBERT  L.  CASE,  NICHOLAS  DEAN, 

ISAAC  WOOD,  JOHN  P.  CROSBY,  WILLIAM  P.  JONES, 

GEORGE  F.  ALLEN,  HAMILTON  MURRAY,  WM.  R.  THURSTON,  Jk. 

ROBERT  J.  MURRAY,  A.  ROBERTSON  WALSH,  HENRY  SHELDEN, 

CLEMENT  C.  MOORE,  EDWARD  JONES,  ROBERT  GRACIE. 

CYRENIUS  BEERS,  JOHN  WOOD, 

Physician. 

J.  W.  G.  CLEMENTS,  M.  D. 

Consulting  Physicians. 

ISAAC  WOOD,  M.  D.,  JAMES  C.  BLISS,  M.  D. 

;  Consulting  Surgeon. 

J.  KEARNEY  RODGERS,  M.  D. 
JAMES  F.  CHAMBERLAIN,  Superintendent. 
SHEPHERD  JOHNSTON,  Teacher  in  the  Male  Department. 
CHARLES  P.  McCLENACHAN,  Assistant  do  do 

SFBIL  G.  SWETLAND,  Teacher  in  the  Female  Department. 
FRANCES  JANE  CROSBY,  a  graduated  pupil.  Assist.        do 
LOUISA  MOREY,  do  do  do 

ANTHONY  REIFF,  Professor  of  Music. 
ROBERT  ELDER,  a  graduated  pupil,  Teacher  of  Music. 
ANN  SMITH,  do  do 

.  CATHARINE  KENNEDY,  a  graduated  pupil.  Teacher  of  Music. 
CYNTHIA  BULLOCK,  do  do 

MRS.  MARY  CHAMBERLAIN,  Matron. 
GEORGE  HORN,  Teacher  of  Basket  making. 
FREDERICK  BAUMAN,  Teacher  of  Bandbox  making. 
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REPORT. 


TO  THE   HONORABLE   THE    LEGISLATURE   OF  THE 
STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 

The  Managers  of  the  New-York  Institution  for  the  blind 

Respectfully  Report: 

That  the  Institution  confided  to  their  charge  has,  during  the  past 
year,  enjoyed  its  accustomed  prosperity;  its  officers  have  continued 
to  discharge  their  duties  with  zeal  and  fidelity,  the  management  of 
its  various  departments  has  been  characterized  by  vigor  and  efficien- 
cy ;  a  large  accession  of  new  pupils  has  been  added  to  those  before 
enjoying  the  advantages  of  the  Institution,  while  an  equal  number  have 
returned  to  their  friends,  with  minds  refined  and  invigorated  by  cul- 
tivation, and  furnished  with  the  means  of  acquiring  a  comfortable 
support.  At  the  close  of  the  last  year,  the  whole  number  of  inmates 
in  the  Institution  was  125.  During  the  year  1846,  twenty-three  new 
pupils  have  been  admitted,  and  the  same  number  have  retired;  leav- 
ing the  whole  number  in  the  Institution  at  the  date  of  this  report, 
125.  Fifteen  of  these  are  graduated  pupils,  sustaining  themselves  at 
the  Institution  as  piece  workers  in  the  manufacturing  departments,  or 
as  assistant  teachers  in  the  schools.  Of  the  125  inmates,  115  are 
from  the  State  of  New- York,  7  from  New-Jersey,  one  from  Con- 
necticut, one  from  Canada,  and  one  from  Alabama.  Twenty-four  of 
the  number  are  supported  by  themselves  or  friends,  two  from  the 
funds  of  the  Institution,  six  by  the  State  of  New-Jersey,  and  ninety- 
three  by  the  State  of  New-York. 
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The  New-York  pupils  are  from  the  following  counties : 


Albany, 

6 

Herkimer, 

3 

Saratoga, 

2 

Cayuga, 

3 

Kings, 

7 

Schenectady, 

Chautauque, 

1 

Livingston, 

1 

Seneca, 

Chenango, 

3 

Monroe, 

1 

Steuben, 

Clinton, 

2 

New-York, 

35 

Sullivan, 

Cortland, 

Onondaga, 

6 

Suffolk, 

Delaware, 

Oneida, 

4 

Tompkins, 

Dutchess, 

Ontario, 

3 

Ulster, 

Erie, 

Orange, 

4 

Warren, 

Franklin, 

Oswego, 

3 

Wayne, 

Fulton, 

Rensselaer, 

2 

Westchester, 

Genesee, 

2 

Richmond, 

4 

Yates, 

2 

Greene, 

3 

Total, 

---    115. 

Considerable  sickness  has  prevailed  among  the  pupils  of  the  In- 
stitution during  the  year,  arising  in  a  great  deal  from  diseases  inci- 
dent to  children.  The  cases  have  generally  been  mild,  few  assuming 
a  malignant  character,  and  only  one  terminating  fatally, — this  was 
a  young  man  of  about  16  years  of  age,  from  the  State  of  New-Jer- 
sey ;  of  an  exceedingly  mild  and  amiable  deportment,  and  one  of 
our  best  scholars;  his  assiduity  and  sweetness  of  temper  had  endear- 
ed him  to  his  teachers  and  fellow  pupils,  and  the  most  poignant  sor- 
row pervaded  all  bosoms  at  his  decease. 

Dr.  Clements  contmues  most  faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
attending  phycician. 


By  a  reference  to  the  treasurer's  accounts,  annexed  to  this  report, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  whole  income  of  the  Institution  for  the  year 
has  been  $28,243.57.  Of  this  sum,  SfSOOO  has  been  applied,  in  ac- 
cordance with  a  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  to  the  pay- 
ment of  a  part  of  the  debt  due  on  the  purchase  of  the  easterly  half 
of  the  grounds  occupied  by  the  Institution.  $20,405.66  have  been 
required  for  the  current  expenses  of  the  year,  leaving  a  balance  of 
$2,837.91  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer.  At  the  commencement  of 
the  year,  the  Institution  was  in  debt  to  the  treasurer  in  the  sum  of 
^743.56.  The  expenses  for  the  year  1846,  have,  however,  been  con- 
siderable less  than  may  be  reasonably  anticipated  for  the  next,  or  in- 
deed for  several  subsequent  years.  Assessments  for  the  construction 
of  a  sewer  in  the  Eighth-avenue,  and  the  outlay  attending  the  intro- 
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duction  of  the  Croton  water,  so  indispensable  to  the  health  and  com- 
fort of  our  establishment,  must  soon  constitute  large  demands  upon 
the  resources  of  the  treasury, — and  there  is  yet  due  to  James  Boor- 
man,  Esq.,  for  the  purchase  of  the  easterly  half  of  the  block  of  ground 
(32  lots)  occupied  by  the  Institution,  principal  and  interest,  ^13,432 
68,  payable  in  annual  instalments  of  $5000  each. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  bear  testimony  to  the  fidelity  and  econ- 
omy of  our  treasurer,  Silas  Brown,  Esq.  The  financial  interests  of 
the  institution  have  been  managed  with  no  remuneration;  he  has  for 
years  discharged  the  duties  of  that  responsible  office,  in  a  manner  to 
secure  the  institution  against  the  loss  of  a  single  cent  of  the  sums 
committed  to  his  charge,  and  when  its  funds  have  been  exhausted, 
drafts  have  frequently  been  made  upon  his  own  to  supply  the  defi- 
ciency, sometimes  to  the  extent  of  several  thousand  dollars. 

Indeed  the  board  have  much  reason  to  congratulate  themselves  up- 
on their  whole  financial  policy,  the  practical  working  of  which  is 
such  as  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  improper  expenditure  in  any  of 
its  varied  departments.  No  articles  are  purchased  that  are  not  first 
set  down  on  the  "  list  of  wants,"  which  is  submitted  to  the  commit- 
tee having  in  charge  the  department  for  which  such  articles  are  in- 
tended, (who  meet  at  the  institution  weekly,)  and  their  consent  to 
the  purchase  obtained. 

The  bill  having  been  checked  by  the  superintendent,  if  the  articles 
have  been  properly  delivered,  it  is  next  passed  into  the  hands  of  the 
same  committee  for  audit,  by  whom  if  the  circumstances  of  the  pur- 
chase be  approved,  it  is  ordered  to  be  paid,  and  passed  into  the 
hands  of  the  treasurer  for  that  purpose,  and  lastly,  the  treasurer's  ac- 
counts are  examined  semi-monthly  and  compared  with  the  vouchers, 
by  the  committee  on  finance. 

The  officers  of  the  institution,  or  those  to  whom  its  domestic  and 
educational  economy  are  more  immediately  intrusted,  with  one  ex- 
ception, remain  the  same  as  at  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report. 

In  February,  Miss  Margaret  Grant,  our  female  teacher,  withdrew, 
and  Miss  Sybil  Swetland  was  chosen  to  supply  her  place.  The  zeal 
and  energy  generally  manifested  by  the  entire  corps  of  officials  in  the 
discharge  of  their  arduous  duties,  have  been  witnessed  with  pleasure, 
and  is  calculated  to  inspire  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  success  of 
their  efforts.     No  pains  are  spared  to  render  the  time  spent  by  the 
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pupil  at  the  institution,  at  once  agreeable  and  profitable.  The  rou- 
tine of  duty  is  so  arranged,  that  while  the  whole  time  of  each  pupil 
is  employed,  the  attention  is  not  confined  to  a  single  pursuit  so  long 
as  to  render  it  irksome,  and  a  round  of  successive  and  agreeably  diver- 
sified engagements,  causes  the  day  to  pass  without  that  tedium  which 
must  otherwise   necessarily  be  the  attendant  of  blindness. 

The  pupils  rise  at  half  past  five  in  summer,  and  at  half  past  six  in 
winter.  In  half  an  hour  after  rising,  they  assemble  with  their  offi- 
cers in  the  chapel  for  family  W'Orship,  breakfast  succeeds,  during 
which,  and  at  tea,  the  daily  papers  are  read  to  them.  The  hour 
after  breakfast  is  occupied  by  all  in  suitable  health,  and  when  the 
weather  will  permit,  in  taking  exercise  in  the  open  air;  the  next 
hour  is  devoted  to  vocal  music,  all  the  pupils  being  arranged  in  classes, 
and  instructed  by  competent  teachers.  At  9,  half  of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  pupils,  of  proper  age  and  strength,  assemble  in  the  workshops, 
where,  with  one  intermission  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  they  continue 
till  12,  while  the  other  half,  with  such  as  are  too  young,  or  from 
some  other  cause  are  disqualified  from  engaging  in  mechanical  pur- 
suits, attend  school.  From  12  to  half  past  1  is  devoted  to  dinner 
and  recreation.  At  half  past  1,  such  as  have  devoted  the  forenoon 
to  the  acquisition  of  a  trade,  change  places  with  those  who  were  at 
school  during  the  same  part  of  the  day.  The  afternoon  school  ses- 
sion lasts  till  half  past  4,  and  that  in  the  workshops  till  5 :  the  inter- 
val till  tea  is  spent  in  exercise  and  recreation,  and  after  tea  till  7 
o'clock  in  the  same  manner;  from  7  to  8,  all  the  pupils  are  assembled 
in  the  chapel,  where  their  teachers  read  to  them  such  works  as  are 
calculated  to  prove  interesting  and  instructive:  at  8  family  w'orship 
is  held,  after  which,  till  9,  the  choir  and  band  belonging  to  the  in- 
stitution, practice  on  alternate  evenings.  At  9,  all  the  pupils  under 
15  years  of  age  retire,  the  older  ones  are  allowed  to  assemble  with  the 
officers  of  the  institution  for  social  converse  till  ten,  when  all  the  in- 
mates of  the  establishment  retire  for  the  night. 

Each  school  session  of  three  hours  is  divided  into  four  recitations 
of  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  allowing  for  an  intermission  of 
fifteen  minutes  in  the  middle  of  the  session,  and  at  the  close  of  each 
recitation  the  pupil  changes  his  room  and  teacher,  which  avoids  the 
weariness  of  spending  several  hours  in  the  same  room  and  on  the 
same  seat:  this  change  of  position  and  study,  causing  him  to  en- 
gage in  each  with  renewed  interest  and  zest.  In  music,  the  time 
allowed  to  each  pupil  for  the  lesson  and  for  practice,  exclusive  of 
tlie  time  devoted  to  vocal  music,  and  instruction  and  practice  in  the 
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band  and  choir,  is  an  Lour  each  day.  Each  pupil  receives  two  les- 
sons in  instrumental  music  a  week,  which  lessons  he  is  required  to 
practice  on  the  intermediate  daj^s.  In  arranging  for  the  music  lessons, 
it  is  sometimes  necessary  to  call  the  pupil  from  the  school  or  wor- 
ship for  an  hour,  which  tends  still  further  to  diversify  the  engage- 
ments of  the  day,  although  as  far  as  possible  our  arrangements  aim 
to  avoid  infringing  upon  the  time  appropriated  to  these  departments. 

To  exhibit  more  clearly  the  practical  working  of  this  system,  let 
us  illustrate  by  the  example  of  a  single  pupil.  In  half  an  hour  after 
rising,  he  repairs  to  the  chapel  to  unite  with  his  teachers  and  fellow 
pupils  in  family  worship;  half  an  hour  later  he  is  called  to  break- 
fast; after  breakfast,  an  hour  spent  in  exercise  is  followed  by  an 
hour  devoted  to  improvement  in  vocal  music.  Three  hours  employed 
in  the  acquisition  of  his  trade,  brings  him  t^  12.  During  the  suc- 
ceeding intermission  of  an  hour  and  a  half  he  gets  dinner,  and  amu- 
ses himself  with  his  companions;  the  next  three  hours  he  is  in 
school:  from  half  past  four,  another  period  of  relaxation  succeeds  till 
seven,  when  he  is  listening  to  reading  for  one  hour:  family  worship 
follows  at  eight,  after  which  till  nine  he  practices  in  the  band  or 
choir,  and  from  nine  to  ten  he  can  spend  in  social  enjoyment  with 
his  fellow  pupils  and  teachers. 

Besides  this  general  routine  of  the  duties  of  the  institution,  which 
it  will  be  seen  have  been  arranged  with  a  view  to  render  them  to 
the  highest  degree  attractive,  other  efforts  have  not  been  neglected 
to" add  to  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  our  interesting  charge.  Dur- 
ing the  last  winter,  a  series  of  monthly  social  and  literary  entertain- 
ments were  held  at  the  institution,  the  exercises  at  which,  consisted 
first,  of  a  lecture  upon  some  scientific  or  literary  subject,  aiming  both 
to  inform  the  mind  and  improve  the  taste  ;  after  which,  the  remain- 
der of  the  evening  was  spent  in  conversation,  enlivened  by  music 
and  recitations  by  the  pupils.  On  these  occasions  the  friends  of  the 
managers  and  pupils  were  invited  to  be  present.  It  was  thought 
that  this  method  of  spending  an  occasional  evening  would,  by  the 
social  intercourse  it  must  promote,  tend  to  prepare  our  pupils  to 
mingle  creditably  in  society,  thus  obviating  an  evil  arising  from  the 
absence  of  such  intercourse,  so  universally  felt  in  all  large  schools  ; 
extend  the  acquaintance  of  the  public  with  the  blind,  and  increase 
their  interest  in  the  institution. 

During  the  present  winter,  also,  a  series  of  lectures  by  gentlemen 
of  high  reputation  in  the  scientific  and  literary  world,  has  been  ar- 
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ranged,  and  those  already  delivered  have  been  of  a  character  to 
warrant  the  conclusion  that  the  object  in  view  will  be  fully  realized. 
Nothing  is  more  striking  than  the  effect  produced  by  our  system  of 
discipline,  and  routine  of  employment  upon  the  pupils  committed  to 
our  charge.  Parental  anxiety,  fearful  for  the  personal  safety  of  its 
blind  offspring,  often  confines  its  movements  to  the  narrowest  limits, 
leaving  its  muscular  system  entirely  undeveloped  by  such  sportive 
exercise  as  it  might  enjoy,  and  of  which  all  children  are  so  fond  ; 
the  mind,  too,  from  an  idea  that  the  blind  are  incapable  of  instruc- 
tion, is  left  without  an  effort  at  cultivation  in  an  almost  infantile 
state.  In  this  condition,  unable  in  some  instances  to  dress,  or  wash 
themselves,  or  move  a  step  without  a  guide,  they  are  sent  to  us. 
Here  they  are  at  once  left  to  rely  upon  their  own  resources.  A 
guide  is  furnished  them  only  till  they  become  familiar  with  the 
premises. 

They  are  taught  to  find  their  own  way  about  the  establishment, 
to  help  themselves,  to  use  the  muscular  system  in  walking,  playing, 
or  the  exercise  of  some  mechanical  employment.  The  cloud  of  gloom 
which  so  frequently  settles  upon  the  countenance,  in  the  silent  and 
solitary  seclusion  to  which  a  mistaken  parental  solicitude  had  sub- 
jected its  offspring,  is  presently  displaced  by  a  look  of  lively  cheer- 
fulness, and  the  emancipated  youth  exults  in  the  exercise  of  facul- 
ties and  the  enjoyment  of  means  of  happiness  hitherto  unknown. 

By  a  reference  to  the  reports  of  the  Committees  having  in  charge 
the  literary  and  musical  departments  of  the  Institution,  it  will  be 
seen  that  these  have,  during  the  year,  been  vigorously  and  success- 
fully prosecuted.  In  the  school,  Mr.  Shepherd  Johnston,  Mr.  Charles 
McClenachan  and  Miss  Sybil  Swetland,  assisted  by  Miss  Frances  J. 
Crosby,  and  Miss  Louisa  Morey,  graduated  pupils,  continue  to  dis- 
charge their  duties  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner.  The  division  of 
the  pupils  into  regular  classes,  and  the  course  of  study  assigned  to 
each,  has  been  continued  without  modification.  This  arrangement 
was  made  last  year  and  has  proved  eminently  successful. 

The  musical  instruction  remains  in  charge  of  Mr.  Anthony  Reiff", 
assisted  by  Mr.  Robert  Elder,  Miss  Catharine  Kennedy,  Miss  Anne 
Smith  and  Miss  Cynthia  Bullock,  graduated  pupils,  and  although 
many  vacancies  have  occurred  in  the  band  and  choir  by  the  with- 
drawal from  the  Institution  of  several  of  the  more  advanced  pupils, 
their  places  have  been  readily  supplied  by  others,  so  that  the  incon- 
venience arising  fiom  this  cause  has  been  but  temporary. 
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The  semi-annual  examinations  in  July  and  December  in  both  de- 
partments were  of  the  most  thorough  character,  and  were  attended 
by  a  large  number  of  our  most  respectable  citizens  and  members  of 
the  press,  by  all  of  whom  they  have  been  spoken  of  in  the  highest 
terms.  At  the  July  examination,  committees,  consisting  of  gentle- 
men distinguished  in  the  literary  and  musical  world,  kindly  consent- 
ed to  be  present  and  supervise  the  exercises  ;  to  whose  reports,  in- 
corporated in  the  reports  cf  the  committees  having  those  depart- 
ments in  charge,  we  would  respectfully  refer.  The  organization  of 
additional  vocal  classes,  to  embrace  all  the  pupils  in  the  Institution, 
effected  during  the  past  year  is  found  to  work  well,  and  as  this 
branch  of  music  must  prove  very  generally  beneficial  to  the  mass  of 
our  pupils,  it  is  recommended  that  increasing  attention  be  paid  to  it. 
In  this  department,  no  less  than  in  the  school,  we  labor  under  con- 
siderable embarrassment  from  the  want  of  facilities  for  printing. 
During  the  past  year  much  attention  has  been  given  to  the  subject, 
and  arrangements  are  about  to  be  entered  into,  by  which,  it  is  hoped, 
before  the  close  of  another  year,  this  obstacle  to  our  progress  will, 
in  some  measure,  be  removed. 

The  want  of  the  necessary  funds  to  prosecute  so  desirable  an  un- 
dertaking has,  hitherto,  prevented  its  accomplishment.  To  obtain 
these,  an  application  to  Congress  for  a  grant  of  land  was  made  in 
April  last  by  delegations  from  the  Boston,  Pennsylvania  and  New- 
York  Institutions  for  the  Blind.  They  repaired  to  Washington,  gave 
an  exhibition  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  in  the  city,  and 
it  is  believed  succeeded  in  awakening  a  lively  interest  in  the  minds 
of  members  in  behalf  of  the  object.  A  bill  assigning  a  liberal  grant 
of  land  was  introduced,  but  the  lateness  of  the  session  and  the  un- 
foreseen press  of  public  business  prevented  the  passage  of  the  law. 
It  is  probable  that  a  similar  application  at  some  more  auspicious 
time  would  meet  with  success. 

It  is  but  justice  to  the  Managers  and  Officers  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Institution  to  express  our  gratitude  for  the  courteous  and  kind  hos- 
pitality with  which  they  entertained  the  joint  delegation  during  their 
stay  in  Philadelphia,  preparatory  to  the  excm-sion  to  Washington. 
The  meeting  between  the  pupils  of  the  different  institutions  on  that 
occasion  was  exceedingly  interesting,  and  will,  no  doubt,  tend  great- 
ly to  promote  that  harmony  of  intercourse  and  mutual  good  feeling 
between  them  which  it  is  desirable  to  maintain. 

The  manufacturing  department  continues  in  charge  of  Mr.  Horn 
and  Mr.  Bauman.     Its  effectiveness  has  been  increased  by  the  addi- 
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tion  of  a  number  of  graduated  pupils,  who,  from  being  employed  but 
half  the  day  in  the  work-shops,  now  spend  the  whole  of  their  time 
there,  and  the  increased  energy  with  which  they  work  has  added 
very  considerably  to  the  amount  of  manufactures  during  the  year. 
The  younger  female  pupils  and  those  whose  health  and  strength  does 
not  admit  of  their  being  thus  employed,  are  occupied  in  knitting, 
plain  sewing,  etc.  The  prospective  employment  of  our  graduated 
pupils  in  an  establishment  provided  especially  to  meet  their  wants 
has  not  been  lost  sight  of,  and  the  experience  of  another  year  but 
tends  to  confirm  our  opinion  of  the  feasibility  and  utility  of  such  a 
plan.  The  Institution  has  paid  to  such  persons  for  services  during 
the  past  year  the  sum  of  $1,315.16,  being  an  average  of  from  f  100 
to  $150  to  each,  an  amount  sufficient  for  their  reasonable  wants. 

When  it  is  remembered  that  in  this  city  thousands  of  females  and 
others  possessing  the  advantage  of  sight,  pine  upon  a  precarious  sub- 
sistence with  difficulty  obtained  by  incessant  and  protracted  toil,  in 
employments  which,  poor  as  is  the  pittance  which  they  afford,  are 
frequently  solicited  in  vain,  there  is  cause  for  congratulation  that 
means  have  been  provided  where  even  the  efforts  of  the  blind  may 
at  least  be  rewarded  with  a  decent  livelihood. 

The  privation  under  which  our  pupils  labor,  and  the  distance  of 
the  Institution  from  the  various  places  of  religious  worship,  render 
some  provision  for  that  spiritual  instruction  an  important  subject  of 
consideration  with  the  Board.  We  feel  that  the  moral,  no  less  than 
the  intellectual  welfare  of  our  pupils  is  committed  to  our  charge,  that 
in  all  respects,  while  they  are  under  our  care,  upon  us  devolves  the 
duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  parent,  and  no  parent  would  desire 
that  his  offspring  should  pass  so  long  a  portion  of  the  most  important 
period  of  his  life  as  that  usually  spent  at  the  Institution  with  no  at- 
tention bestowed  upon  his  moral  training.  For  this  purpose  divine 
service  and  sabbath  school  instruction  have  been  regularly  main- 
tained through  the  year,  and  while  in  both  all  sectarian  teaching  is 
carefully  avoided,  it  is  believed  the  great  and  generally  acknowledged 
truths  of  the  christian  religion  have  been  thoroughly  inculcated. 

To  the  Reverend  Gorham  D.  Abbott  we  are  indebted  for  the 
gratuitous  discharge  of  the  duties  of  Chaplain  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  year.  The  lively  and  affectionate  interest  which  Mr. 
Abbot  has  constantly  manifested  for  their  spiritual  welfare  has  en- 
deared him  to  every  inmate  of  the  Institution.  The  sabbath  school 
is  under   the  supervision  of  the  Superintendent,  the  pupils  being 
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divided  into  small  classes,  each  taught  by  one  of  their  older  and  more 
advanced  companions,  among  whom  are  members  of  all  the  various 
religious  denominations.  During  the  year  several  important  alter- 
ations have  been  made  in  the  apartments  of  the  Institution  greatly 
increasing  its  accommodations,  adding  to  the  comfort  and  conve- 
nience of  its  inmates,  and  more  completely  adapting  it  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  establishment.  They  have  enabled  us,  also,  to  provide 
a  school-room  for  colored  pupils,  several  of  whom  have  been  admit- 
ted this  year. 

In  reviewing  the  general  condition  of  the  Institution,  at  the  close 
of  this,  the  fifteenth  year  of  its  existence,  there  is  ample  cause  of  con- 
gratulation, that  the  benevolent  intentions  and  ardent  hopes  of 
its  philanthropic  founders,  and  early  friends  have  been  so  well  carried 
out,  and  so  fully  realized,  and  of  gratitude  to  that  Divine  Being, 
whose  unsleeping  eye  watches  with  merciful  vigilance  the  doings  of 
all  his  creatures,  and  who  has  crowned  with  so  large  a  measure  of 
success,  the  labors  of  the  Managers  of  the  New-York  Institution  for 
the  Blind. 

ANSON  G.  PHELPS,  President. 

James  F.  Chamberlain,  Superintendent. 

Geo.  F.  Allen,  Secretary. 

Mew-YorJc,  Dec.  31st,  1846. 

CiTV  AND  County  of  New-York,  ss. 

Anson  G.  Phelps,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  the  preceding  report  is 
in  all  respects  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  information  and 
belief 


ANSON  G.  PHELPS. 


Sworn  t1:e  26th  day  of  January,  ) 
1847,  before  me.  ) 

Corns.  Jno.  DeWitt, 

Commisioner  of  Deeds. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  Instruction. 


The  committee  on  instruction 

Respectfully  Report: 

That  a  review  of  what  has  transpired,  in  this  department  during 
the  year  which  is  about  to  close,  confirms  the  anticipations  formed 
in  regard  to  the  benefits  to  arise  from  the  systematized  course  of  in- 
struction adopted  by  the  Board  last  year.  Greater  facilities  for  car- 
rying on  this  course  have  been  obtained  by  the  division  of  the  school 
rooms  which  has  taken  place.  As  a  consequence  of  this  arrange- 
ment, a  greater  number  of  classes  are  instructed  at  the  same  time 
without  interfering  with  each  other,  and  where  oral  teaching  is  ne- 
cessarily so  much  resorted  to,  this  is  an  advantage  of  considerable 
moment.  Another  advantage  is,  that  more  teachers  are  employed, 
and  as  these  teachers  are  graduates  of  the  Institution,  it  is  pleasing 
to  reflect,  that  while  enlarged  means  of  improvement  are  afforded  to 
the  pupils,  those  without  the  benefits  here  enjoyed,  would  have  con- 
tinued in  mental  darkness,  have  attained  that  degree  of  knowledge 
by  which  they  become  competent  instructors  of  others,  and  by  their 
own  efforts  are  enabled  to  gain  an  honorable  support.  With  the 
capacity  and  assiduity  of  the  teachers  now  employed  by  the  Board, 
the  committee  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied.  The  system  of  lec- 
tures introduced  with  so  much  satisfaction  last  winter,  has  been  con- 
tinued during  the  present  season.  The  services  of  several  clerical, 
medical  and  other  literary  and  scientific  gentlemen  have  been  secured, 
who  are  now  delivering  on  two  evenings  in  each  month,  a  series  of 
popular  lectures.  Besides  the  instruction  and  recreation  of  the  pupils, 
it  is  hoped,  that  lectures  which  treat  of  the  human  system  and  its 
diflferent  functions,  and  which  go  to  show  how  health  and  life  depend 
on  the  due  performance  of  those  functions,  may  have  a  tendency  to 
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awaken  in  them  a  sense  of  the  necessity  of  attending  to  those 
general  rules  for  the  preservation  of  their  health,  and  which  are  so 
apt  to  be  neglected  by  the  Blind.  Your  committee  would  here  ex- 
press the  obligation  they  are  under  to  those  gentlemen  who  so 
promptly  responded  to  their  call.  The  subject  of  printing  has  been 
kept  steadily  in  view,  although  action  was  delayed  in  order  to  as- 
certain the  result  of  a  proposed  experiment  on  the  part  of  the  Ameri- 
can Bible  Society,  to  print  the  Bible  for  the  Blind,  on  an  ordinary 
power  press,  the  result  of  which  would  materially  affect  the  course  to 
be  pursued.  This  has  been  done  with  entire  success,  and  with 
the  requisite  type,  books  may  now  be  printed  with  the  same  facility, 
and  at  very  little  if  any  more  cost  than  with  ordinary  type.  Your 
committee  have  procured  the  type,  and  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Institution  and  instructors  are  now  preparing  an  arithmetic  for  the 
Blind,  which  will  probably  be  soon  put  to  press. 

They  propose  to  use  the  characters  for  digits  or  figures  adopted 
by  this  Institution,  as  they  are  the  most  simple  in  form  and  arrange- 
ment, and  as  the  pupils  are  already  familiar  with  them.  Appended 
to  this  report,  is  a  schedule  of  the  course  of  studies  pursued  each  year 
in  the  Institution,  the  report  of  the  gentlemen  under  whose  supervision 
the  literary  exercises  of  the  pupils  at  the  semi-annual  examination 
in  July  were  conducted,  to  which  the  committee  would  refer,  also  a 
catalogue  of  the  pupils  with  an  asterisk  denoting  the  several  studies 
pursued  by  each,  and  two  specimens  of  their  compositions  which  ob- 
tained prizes.     All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ISAAC  WOOD, 
EDWARD  JONES, 
HAMILTON  MURRAY, 

Com.  on  Instruction. 


REPORT 


Of  the  Examining  Committee. 


New-Yokk  Institution  for  the  Blind,  ) 
July  16,  1846.  5 

Having  been  requested  to  serve  as  examining  committee  of  the 
scientific  department  of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind,  we  would  pre- 
sent to  its  Trustees  and  patrons  our  convictions  and  impressions  in 
reference  to  the  examination  we  have  had  the  pleasure  to  witness. 
The  peculiar  situation  of  the  pupils,  and  the  peculiar  difficulties  which 
the  teachers  are  required  to  surmount  in  their  course  of  instruction, 
would  naturally  be  taken  into  the  account,  and  predispose  a  commit- 
tee to  be  satisfied  with  a  degree  of  progress  and  accuracy,  much  be-  , 
low  what  would  be  expected  from  other  schools.  We  therefore  felt 
it  our  duty  to  guard  against  any  such  natural  predisposition,  and  to 
preserve  our  minds  in  a  state  of  rigid  impartiality.  The  result 
however,  has  surpassed  our  most  sanguine  expectations.  We  have 
witnessed  a  degree  of  accuracy  in  almost  every  department,  a 
thoroughness  of  instruction,  and  a  progress  in  all  the  sciences  gener- 
ally taught  in  our  acadamies  and  higher  schools,  such  as  not  only  to 
produce  a  high  degree  of  gratification,  but  even  of  astonishment. 

Having  had  no  small  amount  of  experience  in  the  examination  of 
schools,  of  all,  and  every  grade,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  both 
male  and  female,  we  can  most  truly  and  conscientiously  affirm,  that 
"we  have  no  where  found  any  thing  surpassing  what  we  have  witnes- 
sed in  this  Institution  ;  seldom,  if  ever,  have  we  known  any  similar 
examination  that  could  be  compared  with  it.  We  are  thoroughly 
satisfied  that  the  lessons  are  not  merely  learned  by  rote,  although  it 
may  be  thought,  that  to  this,  the  blind  are  peculiarly  subject,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  oral  method  of  teaching,  which  is  necessarily  employed 
in  almost  all  departments. 
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We  had  the  most  satisfactory  evidence  of  this  in  the  examinations 
in  Geography,  Astronomy,  Chemistry  Arithmetic,  and  especially  in 
Algebra  and  Geometry.  In  these  latter  branches  which  must  be  so 
difficult  of  attainment  to  the  blind,  there  was  the  most  convincing  proof 
of  their  being  thoroughly  understood.  Perplexing  questions  in  fractions 
were  solved  by  very  young  boys,  with  a  rapidity  with  which  the  spec- 
tators and  committee  could  hardly  keep  pace. 

Complicated  statements  in  quadratic  equations,  were  not  only 
rapidly  reduced,  but  the  steps  of  the  process  were  intelligibly  explain- 
ed, although  in  consequence  of  the  habits  of  thought  peculiar  to  the 
blind,  the  mental  process  was  often  abreviated  by  a  resort  to  shorter 
methods  than  would  commonly  suggest  themselves  to  persons  having 
the  sense  of  sight.  Some  of  the  longest,  and  most  intricate  proposi- 
tions in  Plane  Geometry  were  demonstrated  continuously,  without 
mistake  or  hesitation,  although  it  is  evident  that  here,  and  in  Algebra, 
almost  all  parts  of  the  process  must  be  held  together  in  the  memory 
until  the  conclusion,  the  aid  derived  from  the  touch  being  so  slight, 
as  hardly  to  be  taken  into  account.  In  Astronomy  and  Chemistry 
there  could  be  no  doubt,  that  although  shut  out  from  the  visible  reali- 
ty, they  had  formed  just  and  scientific  conceptions  of  the  figures, 
motions,  relations,  qualities  and  powers  of  the  objects  presented  to 
the  mind.  In  Rhetoric  there  seemed  more  the  appearance  of  rules 
learned  by  rote,  but  such  appearance  was  perhaps  unavoidable,  in 
consequence  of  the  necessity  in  this  department,  of  direct  oral  instruc- 
tion alone,  unaccompanied  with  those  outward  illustrations  that  may 
be  employed  in  other  branches;  nothing,  however,  could  exceed  the 
unerring  accuracy  with  which  the  pupils  had  carefully  received  by 
word  (and  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the  substantial  ideas)  from  the 
lips  of  their  most  faithful  teachers. 

We  would  most  respectfully  suggest  to  the  instructors  in  this  de- 
partment, ths  propriety  and  utility  of  exercising  their  pupils  in  com- 
mitting to  memory,  copious  extracts  from  the  best  English  authors, 
especially  the  most  classical,  and  most  religious,  such  as  Milton,  Cow- 
per  and  Wordsworth.  In  the  absence  of  books,  such  a  course  we 
think  would  do  more  to  refine  the  taste,  and  call  out  the  critical  pow- 
ers, than  any  amount  of  the  abstract  rules  and  principles  of  Rhetoric, 
unaccompanied  by  continual  illustration. 

No  part  of  the  examination  was  more  satisfactory  and  gratifying 
than  the  exercises  in  reading.     Children  of  nine  and  ten  years  read 

2 


18  ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

with  almost  as  much  facility,  as  those  of  the  same  age,  possessed 
of  sight,  although  in  the  case  of  the  former,  the  ideas  passed  from 
the  page  to  the  mental  eye,  through  the  steady  motion  of  the  fingers, 
instead  of  the  almost  instantaneous  glance  of  the  eye. 

Such  accuracy,  and  such  progress,  are  most  convincing  proofs,  not 
only  of  the  most  laborious  fidelity  on  the  part  of  the  teachers,  but 
also  of  high  intellectual  capacity  for  the  responsible,  and  useful,  and 
honorable  situation  in  which  they  are  placed.  When^we  remember 
too,  how  much  more  is  required  of  them,  than  of  ordinary  instructors,  and 
that  they  have  the  double  task,  not  only  of  hearing,  but  also  of  pre- 
paring  the  recitations  of  their  pupils,  and  that  too,  even  in  the  most 
elementary  branches,  we  cannot  well  form  too  high  an  estimate  of 
their  services,  and  of  the  reward  due  to  labors  requiring  so  much  pa- 
tience and  self  denial. 

In  conclusion,  we  deem  it  due  to  the  Superintendent  to  say,  that 
every  effort  seemed  to  be  made  to  exhibit  all  the  departments  of  the 
Institution,  and  all  the  exercises  of  the  examination,  in  the  most  fair 
and  impartial  light.  From  a  close  investigation  of  two  days,  we  are 
most  abundantly  convinced,  that  there  was  no  attempt  to  create  a 
false  impression,  by  presenting  the  best  aspect  of  the  classes,  and 
keeping  out  of  view  real  defects  (as  doubtless  is  sometimes  done  in 
examination  of  schools)  but  that  all  things  exhibited  to  the  eye  of 
the  committee,  and  spectators,  were  as  true,  and  as  honest,  and  as 
sincere,  as  the  unsophisticated  minds  of  the  sightless  children  com- 
mitted to  his  care. 

TAYLOR  LEWIS, 

Prof.  Greek,  Sfc,  JY.  Y.  University. 
JOHN  MC  VICKAR, 

Prof.  Sj-c,  Columbia  College. 
WILLIAM  W.  TURNER, 

Prof.  Bib.  Literature,  Union  Theol. 
Seminary,  JY.  Y. 
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Course  of  studies  pursued  by  the  Pupils  during  their  regu- 
lar term. 

FIRST   CLASS. 

Pupils  entering  on  their  5th  year, Geometiy. 

Chemistry. 

Rhetoric. 

Writing. 

SECOND   CLASS, 

Pupils  entering  on  their  4th  year, Algebra. 

Grammar. 

Philosophy. 

Astronomy. 

THIRD   CLASS. 

Pupils  entering  on  their  3d  year, Arithmetic. 

History. 

Grammar. 

Astronomy  (Elementary.) 

FOURTH   CLASS. 

Pupils  entering  on  their  2d  year, Spelling  &  Definitions. 

Arithmetic. 
Geography* 
Reading. 

FIFTH  CLASS. 

Pupils  in  their  1st  year, Spelling. 

Reading. 

Mental  Arithmetic, 

Tables,  &c. 
Geography, 

In  consequence  of  some  of  the  studies  of  the  higher  classes,  as  de- 
signated in  the  above  course,  having  been  previously  pursued  by  the 
members  of  those  classes,  Political  Economy,  Moral  and  Intellectual 
Philosophy,  have  been  introduced  in  their  stead. 
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The  text  books  in  use,  are  Wayland's  Political  Economy,  Paley's 
Moral  Philosophy,  Upham's  Intellectual  Philosophy,  Blair's  Rhetoric, 
Legendre's  Geometry,  Day's  &  Bourdon's  Algebra,  Olmsted's  School 
Astronomy,  Comstock's  Chemistry,  Comstock's  Philosophy,  Worces- 
ter's History,  Willet's  &  Emerson's  Arithmetics,  Brown's  Grammar, 
Mitchell's  Geography,  Swift's  Elementary  Philosophy,  and  the  va- 
rious works  in  embossed  letters. 

The  first,  second,  and  third  classes  attend  school  in  the  forenoon, 
and  work  in  the  shops  in  the  afternoon;  the  fourth  and  fifth  classes 
are  in  the  shop  in  the  forenoon,  and  school  in  the  afternoon. 

The  hours  of  tuition  are  from  9  to  12  in  the  morning,  and  from 
1|  to  4|  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  including  a  recess  of  fifteen, minu= 
tes  in  each  session. 
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SELECTIONS 

From  Compositions  by  the  Pupils. 


MORAL  SENSE. 

There  is  not  I  think  a  more  important  branch  of  moral  philosophy, 
than  conscience  or  moral  sense.  Conscience  is  a  principle  in  man 
enabling  him  to  judge  of  right  and  wrong,  or  the  good  or  bad  qua- 
ilty  of  an  action.  It  has  been  a  matter  of  a  great  deal  of  discussion 
whether  the  faculty  is  acquired,  or  an  innate  principle.  I  think  I  am 
safe  in  saying  it  is  an  innate  principle,  for  if  we  look  at  the  actions 
of  children  we  will  be  convinced  of  this  fact;  its  effects  are  visible  in 
them  before  they  scarcely  talk.  It  seems  to  them  right  to  obey  their 
parents  ;  it  may  be  said  parental  love  is  imbibed  into  the  mind,  I 
Avill  admit  that  it  may  be  in  a  partial  degree  by  force  or  acts  of 
kindness:  But  I  contend  that  the  child  has  a  natural  tendency  to  cen- 
tre its  affections  on  its  parents,  and  I  think  I  am  safe  in  coming  to  the 
conclusion  that  that  which  actuates  a  child  in  this  manner,  is  noth- 
ing more  or  less  than  moral  sense.  This  principle  which  God  in  his 
infinite  goodness  and  mercy  has  given  us  is  susceptible  of  cultivation. 
This  will  be  seen  when  we  look  to  the  period  when  Socrates  promul- 
gated his  principles  of  moral  philosophy;  history  informs  us  that  he 
was  the  greatest  moralist  of  the  age,  yet  his  private  character  was  tar- 
nished with  practices  which  we  of  the  present  day  would  pronounce  as 
immoral,  and  pernicious  in  their  effects  on  society.  If  we  take  his- 
tory for  our  authority  we  will  perceive  that  the  moral  sense  of  the 
human  family  has  undergone  changes  for  the  better,  I  mean  to  say 
that  they  have  had  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  right  and  wrong  ac- 
cording as  they  have  progressed  in  civilization,  and  as  the  principles 
of  the  gospel  and  education  have  been  more  generally  diffused  over 
the  world  until  the  present  time  and  will  continue  to  increase  until 
time  shall  be  no  more.  When  we  look  around  us  and  sec  the  actions 
of  some  individuals,  we  are  almost  led  to  conclude  they  have  no  con- 
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science  ;  but  that  is  not  the  case,  they  do  not  listen  to  the  admoni- 
tions of  their  conscience,  but  when  they  have  perpetrated  a  bad  act 
they  immediately  engage  in  lively  society  and  participate  in  its  plea- 
sures, endeavoring  thereby  to  avoid  its  annoying  them. 

Were  it  the  object  in  abolishing  capital  punishment  to  inflict 
greater  punishment  on  the  criminal  by  putting  him  in  prison  for  life, 
I  think  it  would  be  a  good  substitute;  who  can  describe  the  mise- 
ries inflicted  by  a  guilty  conscience.  We  have  great  reason  to  be 
thankful  that  we  have  an  inheritance  in  a  land  where  we  can  act  ac- 
cording to  the  dictates  of  our  conscience,  we  cannot  conceive  the 
amount  of  happiness  which  would  result  from  every  individual  acting 
according  to  the  promptings  of  his  own  moral  sense  of  right  and 
wrong.  It  is  sometimes  difficult  for  us  to  determine  what  is  right  or 
wrong,  but  if  we  will  let  our  actions  be  guided  by  the  laws  of  the 
Bible,  which  are  infallible,  we  will  always  be  right.  If  we  act  ac- 
cording to  t!ne  dictates  of  our  conscience  we  will  not  only  add  to  our 
happiness  here  but  we  will  receive  for  it  everlasting  happiness  after 
we  shall  have  closed  our  earthly  career — whereas  if  we  do  not  obey 
them,  the  results  will  be  directly  opposite. 

I  think  the  heathen  (those  who  know  nothing  about  God,  or  the 
great  atonement  that  was  made  by  his  son  Jesus  Christ)  will  be  at 
that  day  when  God  shall  call  all  men  to  judgment,  judged  according 
as  they  have  obeyed  the  dictates  of  their  conscience,  and  if  that  be 
the  case  with  them,  how  shall  we  appear  who  live  in  a  land  where  the 
gospel  is  promulgated,  if  we  do  not  comply  with  the  dictates  of  our 
consciences.  The  good  book  says,  "  to  whom  much  is  given  much 
shall  be  required."  Let  us  never  sacrifice  ourselves,  never  reject  the 
dictates  of  our  conscience  to  gratify  our  evil  propensities,  but  always 
abide  by  its  decisions  and  we  will  not  only  be  respected  and  beloved 
for  our  integrity  here,  but  great  will  be  our  reward  hereafter. 

PETER  RUTAN. 


POLITICAL  ECONOMY, 

Political  Economy  is  a  systematic  arrangement  of  those  principles 
which  ought  to  govern  all  men  in  the  pursuit  of  their  physical  wel- 
fare. A  knowledge  of  it  is  indispensible,  or  rather,  as  some  of  its 
principles  must  be  acted  upon  either  ignorantly  or  intelligently,  grow- 
i  ng  as  they  do,  out  of  the  nature  of  circumstances,  is  it  not  preferable 
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that  a  knowledge  of  these  principles  as  a  regular  system,  a  science, 
should  determine  the  intercourse  of  nations  and  individuals,  instead 
of  leaving  them  in  the  dim  light  of  uncertainty,  which  is  given  by 
expediency,  at  a  time  when  many  interests  are  conflicting  and  reason 
is  partially  obscured  by  selfishness  and  passion.  By  the  physical  wel- 
fare of  man  we  mean  the  possession  of  means  which  supply  the 
w^ants  of  life  and  open  to  him  resources  of  pleasure  through  the  gra- 
tification of  the  senses.  This  admitted,  wealth  would  naturally  seem 
a  principal  object  with  every  intelligent  being;  this  proving  the  me- 
dium through  which  enjoyments  both  for  intellect  and  sense  is  pro- 
cured. Wealth  is  the  pholosopher's  stone,  the  "  open  sesame"  to  the 
treasures  of  all  lands  and  all  nations.  Wealth  was  originally  the 
natural  heritage  of  all,  yet  not  direct,  it  was  to  be  obtained  through 
the  economy  of  means — of  labor.  The  first  system  for  obtaining 
w^ealth  was  that  of  cultivating  the  ground,  but  as  time  advanced  Ihe 
means  have  varied  and  become  diversified,  until  at  the  present  day  the 
seeker  of  wealth  is  nearly  confounded  by  the  multiplicity  of  schemes 
and  projects  which  point  to  the  desired  end. 

Nothing  conduces  more  to  the  advancement  and  prosperity  of 
countries  than  the  system  of  exchange,  which  among  civilized  na- 
tions so  universally  obtains.  Each  country  appears  to  be  particularly 
adapted  to  the  growing  of  certain  things;  or  the  genius  of  the  inha- 
bitants to  4he  construction  of  certain  articles,  and  in  consequence  of 
this  adaptedness,  there  will  be  a  surplus  of  these  articles,  and  a  compa- 
rative destitution  of  others,  equally  necessary  to  the  comfort  of  a  po- 
pulation. This  exigency  is  met  by  commerce.  Mutual  exchange  pre- 
serves an  equilibrium,  conduces  to  the  general  prosperity  of  the  na- 
tions, and  rewards  the  labor  of  individual  agents,  not  only  with  com- 
petence but  abundance.  Such  benefits  accruing  from  exchange  trade, 
there  should  be  no  restrictions,  further  than  are  absolutely  necessary 
to  defray  the  expenses  incurred  by  maintaining  governmental  esta- 
blishments connected  with  commerce. 

This  intercourse  between  nations  facilitates,  not  only  the  distribu- 
tion of  physical  comforts,  and  the  amassment  of  wealth,  but  it  gives 
an  impetus  to  the  march  of  mind.  The  collision  of  different  intel- 
lects elicits  sparks  of  genius  which  kindle  the  fire  of  a  loftier  ambition 
than  mere  wealth,  as  an  end,  can  ever  awaken.  It  aspires  to  a 
knowledge  of  nature's  mysteries.  Its  researches  extend  to  all  ele- 
ments, to  all  combinations, — it  determines  the  order  of  the  heavens 
and  descends  in  its  examination  to   the  veriest  reptile   of  the   earth. 
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Political  economy  is  in  its  nature,  essentially  moral.  True  policy 
refuses  to  recognize  the  shuffling  measures  which,  in  the  end,  must 
ever  result  in  distrust  and  retaliation.  A  nation's  honor  should  be 
bright,  not  sullied  by  the  shifts  and  subterfuges  of  a  false  expediency. 
Before  God  and  the  world  should  it  stand  honest  and  fair;  a  corporate 
body,  maintaining  its  own  rights,  and  acknowledging  in  all  measures 
the  obligations  due  to  others. 

ROSANNA  McKENNA. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  Music. 


To  the  Board   of  'Managers  of  the  JYeic^York  Institution  for  the 

Blind. 

The  committee  on  Masic  beg  leave  to 

Report  : 

That  the  department  under  their  charge  has  received  their  care 
and  attention  during  the  past  year,  and  the  pupils  receiving  instruc- 
tion therein  have  made  very  satisfactory  progress  in  musical  at- 
tainments. The  efficiency  of  the  Band  was,  during  the  earlier  part 
of  the  year,  somewhat  impaired  by  the  retirement  from  the  Institu- 
tion of  several  of  its  leading  members,  whose  term  of  instruction  had 
expired,  but  their  places  were  immediately  supplied  by  other  pu- 
pils of  the  Institution,  who,  by  their  earnest  application,  aided  by 
the  unsparing  efforts  and  attention  of  our  efficient  Professor  Reiff, 
have  restored  the  Band  to  its  usual  excellency,  and  it  gives  promise 
of  continual  improvement. 

The  Vocal  department  has,  during  the  past  year,  been  thoroughly 
re-organized,  and  singing  classes,  under  the  direction  of  some  of  the 
graduated  pupils,  who  were  retained  in  the  Institution  as  instructors, 
have  been  well  drilled  in  vocal  exercises. 

The  performances  of  the  pupils  on  several  public  occasions  during 
the  past  year  were  such  as  to  give  great  satisfaction,  as  will  appear 
more  particularly  from  the  report  of  the  gentlemen  who  were  present 
at  the  semi-annual  examination  hereto  annexed,  and  to  which  the 
committee  would  refer.  And  your  committee  have  reason  to  believe 
this  department  of  the  Institution  is  yielding  a  fair  return  for  the  la- 
bor and  money  expended  upon  it,  not  only  in  the  additional  interest 
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which  music  always  gives  to  the  public  performances  of  the  Institu- 
tion, but  in  the  facilities  it  affords  to  the  pupils  when  graduated,  for 
obtaining  a  living. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  P.  CROSBY, 

A.  ROBERTSON  WALSH. 

Nicholas  Dean,  Esq.,  a  member  of  the  committee  during  the  first 
part  of  the  year,  resigned  his  place  in  September. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Professional  Committee  attending  at  the  Semi-an- 
nual Musical  Examination  of  the  New- York  Institution 
for  the  Blind,  on  Friday,  July  17th,  1846. 

The  undersigned  having  been  invited  to  attend  at  the  above  exami- 
nation, for  the  purpose  of  expressing  their  opinion  in  regard  to  the 
method  of  tuition  pursued  by  the  Professor  of  Music  employed  at  the 
Institution,  as  also  in  reference  to  the  abilities  and  general  knov^ledge 
of  music  acquired  by  the  several  pupils  placed  under  his  care,  pro- 
ceed to  state  the  following  : 

1st.  What  regards  the  first  point  in  question,  the  method  of  tuition. 
It  is  a  fact  well  enough  understood  by  every  one,  that  tuition  to  the 
blind,  in  any  science,  must  be  connected  w^ith  great  difficulties — such 
as  arise  in  the  instruction  of  music,  can  hardly  at  a  first  glance  be 
fully  comprehended  by  those  who  even  for  a  long  period  have  been 
engaged  in  instructing  the  seeing  in  this  branch  of  education.  We 
often  hear  it  asserted  that  there  are  many  different  methods  of  teach- 
ing music,  many  different  ways  for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  the  de- 
sired end  ;  new  methods  are  recommended,  etc.  In  our  opinion  there 
exists  only  one  way,  one  method,  by  which  the  pupils  are  enabled 
to  learn  and  progress  onward  as  they  ought,  and  this  method  is  to 
adhere  strictly  to  those  already  existing  rules  which  long  since  have 
been  established  by  the  most  celebrated  masters  of  the  old  and  new 
school — a  theme  which  admits  of  no  variations  or  changes  whatso- 
ever. This  method,  the  only  correct  one,  we  are  glad  to  find,  has 
been  conscientiously  followed  up  by  the  iteacher  of  the  Institution, 
and  he  seems  to  have  given  to  those  pupils,  whose  natural  capabili- 
ties would  admit  of  it,  as  thorough  a  knowledge  of  the  science  in 
all  its  particulars,  as  possible.  It  can  therefore  be  said  that  the  pu- 
pils have  been  instructed  on  those  true  principles,  as  all  competent 
teachers  and  judges  would  approve  of.  As  to  the  particular  means 
and  mode,  which  by  their  teacher  have  been  made  use  of  to  impart 
the  necessary  information  to  them,  unfortunately  as  they  are  circum- 


ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT.  41 

stanced  by  the  want  of  their  eyesight,  we  cannot  judge  of  them,  nev- 
er having  been  present  at  their  lessons,  but  are  led  to  believe  by 
the  results  shown  to  us  at  the  examination,  that  they  must  be  good 
and  practicable.  In  this  particular,  every  individual  instructor  would, 
we  suppose,  have  to  find  out  his  own  means  of  making  his  pupils 
understand  him,  and  we  are  convinced  that  only  by  an  experience 
obtained  through  years  of  teaching,  a  proper  knowledge  of  the  man- 
ner, how  in  this  case  to  manage  these  unfortunate  fellow  beings, 
could  be  acquired. 

2d.  The  reference  to  the  execution  of  the  pupils  on  the  different 
instruments  and  in  vocal  music,  as  evinced  by  them  during  the  ex- 
amination, much  praise  must  indeed  be  bestowed  on  their  teacher  for 
having  brought  about  such  happy  results,  particularly  when  we  take 
into  consideration  how  short  a  time  some  of  them  have  been  under 
his  care.  We  would  wish  to  mention  the  names  of  some  of  the 
young  men  as  well  as  young  ladies  who  distinguished  themselves,  but 
not  knowing  the  same,  we  are  at  a  loss  how  to  accomplish  this  object ; 
yet,  we  desire  to  notice  a  few,  viz  :  the  young  lady*  who  sang  the 
song,  "  Angels  Bright  ;"  the  young  manf  who  accompanied  on  the 
Organ,  and  a  little  boy  J  who  went  through  a  very  minute  examina- 
tion, all  of  whom  acquitted  themselves  in  their  respective  perform- 
ances, as  also  in  their  answers,  remarkably  well,  and  showed  that 
they  had  by  industry  and  perseverance  cultivated  the  advantages 
which  their  Creator  had  endowed  them  with  from  their  very  begin- 
ning. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  undersigned  committee  wishes  to  state  to  the 
Directors  of  the  Institution,  that  in  their  opinion,  the  children  en- 
trusted to  their  fatherly  care  are  in  kind  and  safe  hands  as  long  as 
they  remain  under  the  guidance  of  their  present  teacher,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  pupils  may  continue  to  enjoy  his  instruction,  which 
we  pronounce  as  good  and  sound,  and  which  with  the  already  ac- 
quired knowledge  of  the  treatment  of  the  blind  on  his  part,  and  by 
the  experience  and  skill  still  to  be  gained  by  the  following  up  and 
carrying  out  of  the  present  system,  cannot  fail  to  produce  the  most 
desirable  results  for  the  benefit  of  those  unfortunate  fellow  beings,  so 
deeply  interested  in  this  matter. 

The  undersigned  conclude  by  saying  that  they  will  gladly  co-op- 
erate with  the  Instructor  of  the  Institution,  whe{i  opportunities  should 
offer  where  their  services  might  be  deemed  useful  ;  they  will  ever  be 
ready  to  lend  their  aid  with  feelings  of  pleasure  for  any  purpose  of 
this  kind. 

•Ann  Smith,    t-^obert  Elder.    lEtlward  Konicvi- 
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May  the  pupils  of  the  Institution  be  encouraged  in  their  daily  stu- 
dies and  in  their  endeavors  to  progress,  and  may  they  find  in  the  en- 
joyment which  the  beautiful  art  of  music  is  so  apt  to  give  to  those 
who  love  it,  ample  rewards  and  satisfaction  for  their  labors,  which 
must  be  indeed  arduous  and  severe. 

HENRY  C.  TIMM, 
U.  C.  HILL, 

WM.  SCARFENBERG. 

JVeW'York,  August  5th,  1846. 


KEPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  mamifactures. 

To  the  board  of  managers  of  the  New-York  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
the  committee  on  manufactures  would 

Respectfully  Report: 

That  the  department  under  their  care  during  the  past  year,  exhib- 
its a  very  satisfactory  progress,  and  presents  a  gratifying  increase  in 
all  its  branches,  as  compared  with  former  years.  They  invite  atten- 
tion to  the  annexed  table  and  statements  of  accounts,  from  which  it 
will  be  seen  that  notwithstanding  the  amount  of  sales  during  the 
year,  and  articles  manufactured  and  on  hand,  have  largely  increased, 
there  exists  a  larger  deficiency  than  at  the  date  of  the  last  annual 
report.  The  causes  that  have  led  to  this  result,  are  satisfactorily  ex- 
plained by  the  fact,  that  the  expenses  of  the  graduated  pupils  or 
journeymen  have  this  year  been  a  charge  to  this  department,  while 
in  the  previous  year,  their  expenses  were  borne  by  the  general  fund 
of  the  institution,  and  this  department  received  the  benefit  of  their 
labor  without  charge;  though  your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that 
the  labor  of  these  pupils  is  correctly  charged  to  this  department,  they 
make  the  explanation  to  show,  that  had  not  such  been  the  case,,  this 
department,  instead  of  showing  an  increased  deficiency,  would  with 
this  abatement  show  a  small  balance  in  the  credit.  A  large  reduc- 
tion in  the  price  of  the  manufactured  articles,  has  been  obliged  to  be 
submitted  to,  in  order  to  compete  successfully  with  other  makers, 
which  has  tended  materially  to  diminish  the  profits.  The  average 
reduction  in  the  paper  box  department  has  been  ten  per  cent,  and  in 
the  willow  department  eight  per  cent. 

Mechanical  instruction  being  a  part  of  the  educational  system  en- 
grafted upon  the   institution  by   our  charter,  the   committee  are  of 
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opinion  that  the  salaries  of  the  instructors  which  are  a  large  item  in 
the  expenses  of  this  department,  should  properly  come  under  the 
head  of  general  expenses  borne  by  the  institution,  as  the  learners 
spend  but  half  their  time  in  the  workshops,  the  balance  being  occu- 
pied in  the  school  rooms,  and  with  this  reduction  of  expenses,  the 
department  would  then  present  a  very  large  balance  in  its  favor.  In 
the  willow  and  weaving  rooms,  at  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report, 
37  w^ere  employed;  16  new  learners  have  been  instructed  during  the 
year,  and  16  have  been  withdrawn,  leaving  32  now  under  instruc- 
tion, and  together  with  5  graduated  pupils  who  are  employed  as 
journeymen,  make  the  number  engaged  in  this  branch  37,  all  of 
whom  are  still  efficiently  superintended  by  Mr.  Horn.  In  the  paper 
box  department,  all  the  pupils  employed  are  females:  15  are  now 
being  instructed  in  this  branch,  8  of  whom  are  new  learners;  7  hav- 
ing been  withdrawn,  and  together  with  3  graduated  pupils  engaged 
as  piece  workers,  number  18  in  all,  still  under  the  superintendence 
of  Mr.  Frederick  Bauman,  w^ith  whose  services  the  committee  have 
every  reason  to  be  satisfied. 

The  committee  would  call  attention  to  the  fact  exhibited  in  the 
annexed  general  result,  that  this  branch  of  the  department  shows  the 
very  gratifying  increase  with  the  same  number  employed,  of  more 
than  25  per  cent,  as  compared  with  the  sales  and  stock  on  hand  of 
the  previous  year. 

In  closing  this  brief  summary  of  the  proceedings  of  the  past  year, 
the  committee  would  advert  \o  the  situation  of  those  pupils  whose 
terms  of  appointment  to  the  institution  have  expired,  and  who  remain 
as  journeymen  or  piece-workers  a  short  period  previous  to  leaving  the 
institution.  It  has  been  suggested  in  the  annual  reports  of  former 
committees  having  charge  of  this  department,  that  an  asylum  or 
association  should  be  established  for  the  benefit  of  this  class  of  our 
pupils,  where  they  might  be  enabled  with  the  same  facilities  they 
now  enjoy,  to  prosecute  their  labors,  and  earn  for  themselves  a  re- 
spectable livelihood,  and  at  the  same  time  find  a  comfortable  home. 
The  exertions  of  these  journeymen  for  the  past  year  afford  a  fair  sam- 
ple of  their  capabilities  of  support;  many  of  them  labor  twelve  and 
thirteen  hours  diligently  every  day,  and  with  every  facility  which 
our  workshops  afford,  they  are  only  enabled  by  the  most  unwearied 
assiduity,  to  earn  for  themselves  a  livelihood,  though  their  wants  are 
few,  and  the  price  paid  for  their  board  to  the  institution  very  mode- 
rate; and  your  committee  would  again  reiterate  the  hope  that  an 
asylum  may  be  afforded  these  children  of  affliction,  where  they  may 
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find  a  home  and  the  conveniences  so  indispensably  necessary  to  the 
blind,  for  the  development  of  their  industry,  and  without  which, 
when  left  to  their  own  unaided  exertions,  will,  with  few  exceptions, 
render  them  dependent  upon  others  for  support. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

CS.  BEERS,  )      Committee 

FLOYD  SMITH,  V  on 

WILLIAM  P.  JONES,  )   Manufactures. 
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STATEMENT 

Of  the  Manufacturing  Department  of  the  JVew-York  Institution  for 
the  Blind  for  the  year  1846. 

Willow  Department. 

Br. 

To  value  of  finished  articles  on  hand,  Dec.  31, 1845,---  $230  14 

do         materials,                                do                 —  206  82 

cost  of  materials  during  the  year  1846, -  1,133  19 

amount  paid  graduated  pupils  for  work, 442  33 

salary  of  instructor,  (one  half,) 300  00 

g2,312  48 


Cr. 

By  value  of  finished  articles  on  hand,  Dec.  31,  1846,-- 
do  materials,  do 

sales  during  the  year  1846, 

Balance, 


$393 

37 

688 

95 

991 

31 

238 

85 

|2,312  48 

Weaving  Department. 

Dr. 

To  value  of  finished  articles  on  hand,  Dec.  31,  1845,--  $233  02 

do          materials,                                 do                 --  96  22 

,  cost  of  materials  during  the  year  1846, 135  84 

amount  paid  graduated  pupils  for  work, 16  30 

salary  ot  instructor,  (one  half,) - 300  00 

$781  38 
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Cr. 

By  value  of  finished  articles  on  hand,  Dec.  31,  1846,- 
do  materials,  do 

■sales  during  the  year  1846, 

Balance, 


$135  20 

95  2Q 

284  33 

266  59 

$781  38 

Paper  Box  Department. 

Dr. 

To  value  of  finished  articles  on  hand,  Dec.  31,  1845,--  $268  92 

do          materials,                                 do                 --  217  13 

amount  paid  graduated  pupils  for  work, 199  16 

cost  of  materials  during  the  year  1846, 643  09 

salary  of  instructor, - —  500  00 


Cr. 

By  value  of  finished  articles  on  hand,  Dec.  31,  1846, 
do  materials,  do 

sales  during  the  year  1846, 

Balance, • 


$1828  30 

$551  14 

96  84 

1,032  69 

147  63 

$1,828  30 

Fancy  Knitting  Department. 

Dr. 

To  value  of  finished  articles  on  hand,  Dec.  31,  1845, —  $17  88 

do          materials,                                do         9  75 

cost  of  materials,  during  the  year  1846, --  9  02 

Balance, 23  19 

$59  64 
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Cr. 

By  value  of  articles  on  hand,  Dec.  31,  1846, 
do          materials,                           do 
sales  of  articles  during  the  year  1846, 


$6  75 

5  00 

47  89 

$59  64 
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EPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  Supplies. 

To  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  JYew-York  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

The  Committee  on  Supplies, 

Respectfully  Report. 

Your  committee  have  during  the  past  year  weekly  visited  the  In- 
stitution, and  have  pursued  the  same  system  in  supplying  the  wants, 
in  auditing  the  bills,  and  in  inspecting  the  internal  arrangement  of 
the  house  as  in  former  years. 

They  have  endeavored,  with  the  assistance  of  the  superintendent,  to 
make  their  purchases  on  the  very  best  terms,  and  trust  no  expendi- 
tures have  been  made  in  their  department,  but  such  as  have  promo- 
ted the  comfort  of  the  inmates,  studying  at  the  same  time  that  econo- 
my so  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Institution.  During  the  year 
material  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  internal  arrangement  of 
the  house,  as  respects  the  separation  of  the  sexes.  A  result  which 
has  produced  the  most  happy  effect,  relieving  the  superintendent 
from  much  care  and  responsibility.  From  the  annexed  statement,  it 
appears  the  amount  expended  for  supplies  of  all  kinds,  is  $11,561.39: 
we  estimate  there  is  on  hand  goods  to  the  value  of  $1,400.06. 
Compared  with  the  expenditures  of  the  previous  year,  it  leaves  a 
small  balance  in  favor  of  the  Institution.  The  committee  refer  to 
their  statement,  which  specifies  the  particulars  of  these  expenditures. 

JOHN  WOOD, 
ROBT.  L.  CASE, 
WM.  R.  THURSTON,  Jr. 
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STATEMENT 

Of  Sewing  and  Knitting  done  by  the  Female  Pupils  during  the  year 

1846. 

Aprons, 104 

Dresses, - 6 

Dress  skirts, •,*'" 52 

Pairs  of  sleeves,- --  ■ ---  45 

Skirts, 59 

Night  gowns, 31 

Night  caps, - 23 

Shirts, 85 

Shirt  bosoms, 28 

Shirt  collars, - -  16 

Pairs  drawers, 31 

Pairs  pantalettes, 21 

Chemises, 55 

Pocket  Handkerchiefs, 113 

Sheets, 90 

Towels, -  68 

Pairs  pillow  cases, - -  36 

Cravats, 41 

Bed-ticks, 6 

Table  spread, 1 

Flannels, -  4 

Pairs  stockings, - - 90 
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REPORT 

To  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Kew-York  Institution  for  the  Blind* 

The  Committee  on  Repairs  and  ImproYements, 

Respectfully  Report, 

That  the  aggregate  amount  of  expenditures  made  by  this  com- 
mittee during  the  past  year  is  $1,206  .61.  No  single  work  of  much 
magnitude  has  been  undertaken,  but  various  alterations  and  improve- 
ments in  and  about  the  buildings,  have  been  from  time  to  time  com- 
menced and  perfected,  by  which  a  more  convenient  adaptation  of  the 
house  to  its  purposes  has  been  secured;  this  is  especially  the  case 
with  the  school  rooms,  in  which  such  divisions  have  been  made  un- 
der the  suggestions  of  our  superintendent,  as  enables  him  to  make  a 
more  perfect  organization  of  the  classes,  and  greatly  increases  the 
facilities  with  which  the  teachers  can  communicate  instruction,  while 
it  secures  an  object  deemed  by  the  board  of  paramount  importance, 
namely,  the  entire  separation  of  the  sexes,  when  released  from  their 
school  duties.  The  grounds  have  also  been  improved,  and  addition- 
al trees  and  shrubbery  planted;  every  kind  of  repair  has  been  prompt- 
ly attended  to,  no  dilapidation  or  wash  permitted,  and  as  a  conse- 
quence, the  entire  establishment  wears  that  appearance  of  neatness, 
order  and  thrift,  which  should  always  distinguish  the  public  institu- 
tions of  a  prbsperous  and  benevolent  people. 

All  which  is  respectfidly  submitted. 

N.  DEAN, 
FLOYD  SMITH, 
GEO.  F.  ALLEN. 
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REPORT 

Of  the  Attending  Physician^ 


To  the   Managers  of  the  JSTew-York  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

The  Attending  Physician 

Respectfully  Reports  : 

In  reviewing  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  pupils  for  the  year  just 
terminated,  I  would  allude  with  pleasure  to  the  improvement  obser- 
vable in  their  increased  robustness.  During  the  warm  months,  when 
the  weather  would  permit,  every  pupil  was  required  under  the  eye  of 
the  teachers  to  pass  an  hour  each  morning  in  the  open  air.  The 
beneficial  effect  on  the  health  of  the  pupils  of  this  partial  action  on 
my  previous  suggestion,  was  made  manifest  in  the  ability  of  their 
constitutions  to  resist  disease.  This  has  been  very  apparent  in  the 
yielding  charactei'  of  the  epidemics  which  have  prevailed  during  the 
year,  and  that  to  a  greater  extent  than  usual.  This  increase  of  pa- 
tients has  been  owing  to  the  existence,  the  past  fall  of  mumps  and 
chicken  pox,  with  one  or  both  of  which  nearly  all  the  pupils  have 
been  attacked,  who  had  not  been  previously  subjects  of  them,  and 
although  the  cases  were  of  a  severe  character,  they  were  readily 
managed. 

While  we  have  thus  cause  for  gratitude  in  the  physical  improve- 
ment, we  have  to  record  the  death  of  one  of  the  inmates,  in  the  base 
of  a  delicate  lad,  who  had  been,  according  to  statements  of  his  parents, 
previous  to  his  entering  the  Institution,  a  constant  invalid.  On  a 
constitution  so  feeble,  an  attack  of  ulceration  of  the  bowels  soon  ter- 
minated his  earthly  career. 
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I  cannot  forbear  to  reiterate  my  convictions  of  the  importance  of 
increased  vigilance  in  securing  constant  attention  to  the  dietetics  of 
the  pupils,  and  regular  systematic  exercise.  The  early  introduction 
and  copious  use  of  the  Croton  water,  will,  I  am  satisfied,  be  attended 
with  more  beneficial  results  to  this,  than  any  ot^er  class  of  our  citi- 
zens. 

J.  W.  G.  CLEMENTS. 
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REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


To  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Mew-York  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

The  Committee  on  Finance 

Respectfully  Report: 

That  they  have  exercised  the  accustomed  supervision  over  the 
financial  interests  of  the  Institution  during  the  past  year  :  that  they 
have  from  time  to  time  carefully  examined  the  vouchers  accompany- 
ing the  Treasurer's  accounts,  and  bear  cheerful  testimony  to  the 
fidelity  and  accuracy  vs^ith  which  those  accounts  have  been  kept. 
Appended  hereto  w^ill  be  found  a  list  of  the  donations,  and  other  con- 
tributions to  the  general  fund  of  the  Institution  during  the  past  year. 

A  balance  remaining  of  the  "  organ  fund  "  amounting  to  $331.05 
has  been  transferred  to  the  general  account. 

The  annexed  schedule  presents  in  a  condensed  form,  arranged  un- 
der appropriate  heads,  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
for  the  year  1846,  which  has  been  audited  and  found  correct. 

ROBERT  I.  MURRAY, 
ROBERT  GRACIE, 
HENRY  SHELDON, 

Com.  on  Finance. 
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DONATIONS 

Of  the  New- York  Institution  for  the  Blind, 

year  1846. 


durins  the 


Jacob  Little,  (part  of  15000,) $1,000  00 

Sheriffs'  jury,  2d  panel,  pr.  C.  N.  S.  Rowland, 25  00 

William  P.  Jones,  subscription  as  life  member,- 50  00 

William  J.  Brown, 5  00 

From  a  friend  to  the  Institution,  pr.  Rev.  J.  M.  Krebs, 

D.  D.,  by  hands  of   C.  Beers,-- 20  00 

Miss  E.  M.  Andrews,  pr.  C.  Beers, 20  00 

Henry  Sheldon, - 50  00 

Mrs.  Peter  Bonnett,  pr.  Dr.  Wood, 1  50 

Charles  E.  Butler,    pr.  N.  Dean, 10  00 

Charles  Sanford,         "         "         100 

Jacob  Covert,             "         "         100 

Jonathan  Purdy,         "         "         --  100 

From  a  lady,  found  in  a  store, 3  00 

Phebe  Dayton,  a  blind  lady  of    Rensselaerville, 25  00 

Rev.  Mr.  Johnson, - 5  00 

Maj.  Donaldson, 5  00 

Wm.Tyack, 10  00 

J.  B.  Graham,  Brooklyn, 100  00 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Pickersgill, 5  00 

From  friends  who  are  inmates  of  the  Institution,  to  con- 
stitute Nicholas  Dean  a  life  member, 50  00 

New  Jersey  Transportation  Co.,   fare  returned  pr.  J.  P. 

Crosby, 6  00 

Anonymous,  pr.  Superintendent,-- 3  00 

E.  Jones,  pr.  annual  subscription, 5  00 

Wm.  R.  Thurston,  Jr.  annual  subscription, 5  00 

Wm.  K.Newton,        "            "             5  00 
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John  P.  Crosby,  annual  subscriptions  1845  &  1846, —  10  00 

Annual  exhibition  at  Tabernacle,  nett  proceeds, --  24  22 

Concert  at  Brooklyn,- 130  52 

Contribution  box  at  the  Institution, -  = -  -  42  02 

$1,618  26 


ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT.  59 


New- York  Institution  for  the  Blind,  in  account  with  Silas 
Brown,  Treasurer. 


1846.  DR. 

Jan.  1.     To  balance  on  old  accountj $743  56 

Cash  paid  sundry  vouchers  from  following  Committees. 

Committee  on  Supplies, 

For  Provisions  and  groceries, --  $5,376  74 

Dry-goods  and  clothing, —  - — -  1,334  26 

Wages  of  matron  and  servants, 1,779  28 

House-keeping  articles, 590  51 

House-cleaning  and  repairs, --  111  50 

Stable  expenses,-- 304  43 

Fuel, 1,133  72 

Stationery  and  postage, 116  93 

Hospital   expenses, 238  06 

10,885  43 

Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Salaries  of  two  instructors  in  workshops,    $1,100  00 

Materials, - --       1,930  58 

Amount  paid  pupils  and  graduates    for 

work, - 657  79 

3,688  37 

Committee  on  Music. 

Teachers'  salaries, $1,414  36 

Instruments,  repairs,  and  music, 359  10 

1.773  46 

Committee  on  Instruction. 

Teachers'  salaries, 806  05 

Carried  forward, $  $ 
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Brought  forward, $ 

Engrossing  &  printing  annual  report,-  -         198  88 
Books,  cyphering  frames  &  stationery,         214  00 


Committee  on  Repairs  and  Improvements. 

Carpenter's  work, $406  08 

Masons'         "     151  24 

Plumbers'      "     125  84 

Trees  and  Shrubbery, - 83  50 

Curb  and  gutter  stone, 79  25 

Painting, 74  83 

Carting  manure,  window  blinds,  &c.,-  -  285  87 


Committee  on  Finance. 

Salary  of  superintendent, -  $600  00 

Insurance, - 192  25 

Travelling     expenses   to    Washington, 

(party  of  pupils,) - 91  74 

Pd.  on  acc't.  of  easterly  half  of  grounds,  5,000  00 

Advertising, - 5  31 

Balance  due  to  the  Institution, 2,837  91 


1,218  93 


1,206  61 


-     8,727  2111 
$28,243  57 


1845.  CR. 


Jan.  1.  By  cash  from  N.  Y.  State  appropria- 
tion,   $5,000  00 

By  cash  from  N.  Y.  State  pupils, 12,68 1  09 

"     •"      N.  Jersey         "     1,554  79 

By  cash  from  donations  &  subscrip- 
tions,   1,618  2Q 

By  cash  from  board  of  education, —  679  78 

"       "      counties  for  clothing,-  2,437  72 

"       "      pay  pupils, 1,476  06 

"       '•'      sales  of  manufactures,-  2,237  20 

"       "         "     of  sundry  articles,  130  20 


Carried  forward, 
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Brought  forward, $  t 

By  balance  of  "  organ  fund"  trans'd.         331  05 
By  from  Treasurer,  balance  of  interest,  97  42 


28,243  57 


1847. 

Jan,  1.  By  balance  due  Institution,  applicable  to  ordinary 
expenses,  and  to  the  payment  of  the  debt  of 
$13,432  68  for  the  real  estate, $2,837  91 


SILAS  BROWN, 

Treasurer. 

Audited  and  found  to  be  correct. 
Robert  I.  Murray,  ^ 
Robert  Gracie,        >  Finance  Committee. 
Henry  Sheldon,        j 

To  account  for  the  apparent  difference  in  the  amount  as  here  rep- 
resented, to  have  been  drawn  from  the  Treasurer  by  the  Committee 
on  Supplies,  and  that  annexed  to  their  report,  it  is  necessary  to  state 
that  two  bills  amounting  to  $36^^-053-  audited  in  1845,  were  not  pre- 
sented to  the  Treasurer  for  payment  in  time  to  appear  in  his  accounts 
for  that  year. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


Of  the  Managers  of  the  New-York  Institution  for  the 

Blind. 

Secretary's  Office,     ) 
Albany,  Jan.  28,  1850.  ) 

To  the  Hon.  Robert  H.  Pruyn, 

Speaker,  pro  tern. 

Sir — Herewith  I  transmit  to  the  Legislature  the  Fourteenth  An- 
nual Report  of  the  Managers  of  the  New-York  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  made  in  conformity  to  law,  Frbruary,  1850,  for  the  preceding 
year. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CHRISTOPHER  MORGAN, 

Secretary  of  State, 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE   INSTITUTION  FOR  lS4a. 

Attending  Physician. 

J.  W.  G.  CLEMENTS,  M.  D. 

Consulting  Physicians. 

ISAAC  WOOD,  M.  D.,  JAMES  C.  BLISS,  M.  D. 

Consulting  Surgeon. 

ABRAM  DUBOIS,  M.  D. 

Superintendent. 

JAMES  F.  CHAMBERLAIN. 


Matron. 
Miss  LAVINIA  MAVERICK. 

Teachers  in  the  Literary  Department. 


CHARLES  T.  McCLENACHAN, 
LOUISA  MOWREY, 


SYBIL  G.  S WETLAND, 
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Teachers  in  the  Musical  Department. 

ANTHONY  REIFF,  (Instrumental,)  GEORGE  F.  ROOT,  (Vocal,) 

CATHARINE  KENNEDY,  CATHARINE  CONNELL, 
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JOHN  WOOD,  ") 

ROBERT  L.  CASE,  5-Committee  on  Supplies. 

WM.  R.  THURSTON,  jr) 

ROBERT  J.  MURRAY,  ) 

JAMES  MARSH,  vCommitlee  on  Manufactures. 

JOHN  A.  KING,  jr.  ) 

EDWARD  JONES,  ■»  ^  ...  o        •  i  • 

GEORGE  F.  ALLEN,       (.Committee  on  Repairs  and  im- 
MAHLON  DAy,  >     provements. 


SILAS  BROWN, 
CLEMENT  C.  MOORE, 
ALEX.  R.  WALSH, 
ROBERT  L.  CASE, 
JOHN  A.  KING,  jr. 
CYRENIUS  BEERS, 


'Committee  on  the  Chapel. 


REPORT. 

TO  THE  HONORABLE,  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE 
OF  NEW-YORK. 

In  presenting  their  fourteenth  Annual  Report  to  the  Legislature, 
the  Managers  of  the  New-York  Institution  for  the  Blind,  rejoice  that 
its  condition  warrants  them  in  representing  its  progress  in  the  career 
of  prosperity  and  usefulness  as  still  onward. 

During  the  year,  many  of  our  pupils,  having  enjoyed  the  advanta- 
ges of  the  Institution  for  the  period  allowed  by  law,  have  gone  back 
to  their  friends  with  cultivated  minds  and  capacities  of  self  support, 
"which  encourage  the  anticipation  that  the  positions  they  are  destined 
to  occupy,  will  be  alike  creditable  to  them,  and  advantageous  to  so 
ciety.  Others  remain  with  us,  earning  by  a  diligent  and  commend- 
able industry,  a  respectable  living.  The  places  of  those  who  have 
thus  ceased  to  sustain  to  us  the  relation  of  pupils,  have  been  filled  by 
new  and  interesting  accessions  to  our  numbers.  Faithful  and  efficient 
Instructors  have  been  seconded  by  docile  and  attentive  pupils,  and 
the  proficiency  of  the  present,  has  fully  equalled  that  of  former  years, 
•while  obedience,  good  order,  and  harmony  have  in  an  eminent  degree 
characterised  the  deportment  of  all  our  inmates. 

The  pleasure  afforded  by  a  review  of  the  history  and  condition  of 
the  Institution  during  the  past  year,  is  interrupted  by  a  single  mel- 
ancholy recollection  only  :  that  dreadful  scourge  which,  originating 
in  the  east,  has,  at  successive  periods,  wasted  the  inhabitants  of  the 
world,  made  its  appearance  in  our  city  early  in  the  season,  and  after 
prevailing  in  our  midst  for  nearly  two  months,  at  length  in  defiance 
of  every  precaution  which  prudence  or  experience  could  dictate,  in- 
vaded our  own  household.  The  most  scrupulous  cleanliness,  the 
most  careful  diet,  the  most  faithful  attention  to  every  means  of  secu- 
rity against  the  pestilence  proved  in  vain,  and  during  a  single  month 
"we  were  called  to  deplore  the  loss  of  no  less  than  eight  of  our  fami- 
ly, six  of  whom  were  pupils.  But  a  single  case  of  the  disease  had 
occurred  before  the  period    for  the  departure  of  the  pupils  to  spend 
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the  usual  summer  vacation,  with  their  friends,  had  arrived,  and  as 
quite  an  interval  elapsed  without  the  occurrence  of  another  case,  the 
hope  was  indulged  that  with  our  greatly  diminished  numbers  we  should 
escape.  The  reappearance  of  the  disease,  however,  in  an  aggrava- 
ted form  disappointed  our  expectations,  aud  compelled  us  to  provide 
for  the  safety  of  our  family  by  removing  them  from  the  infected  lo- 
cality. 

Prompt  arrangements  were  made  for  their  accommodation  in  a 
healthy  district  in  the  interior  of  Westchester  county,  to  which  all 
the  inmates  still  remaining  at  the  Institution  were  immediately  re- 
moved. The  result  was  in  the  highest  degree  satisfactory.  From 
this  time  not  a  single  serious  case  occurred  in  our  family,  and  on  the 
first  of  September,  the  usual  period  for  opening  the  school,  those  who 
had  been  thus  removed  returned  to  the  Institution  and  resumed  their 
duties  much  improved  in  health  and  spirits. 

At  the  date  of  our  last  annual  report  the  Institution  contained  one 
hundred  and  thirty-six  inmates,  twenty  of  whom  had  passed  through 
their  regular  course  of  instruction,  and  were  supporting  themselves 
by  various  employments  in  connection  with  it.  The  present  number 
is  one  hundred  and  thirty-five,  of  whom  thirty-two  belong  to  this 
class,  ninety  are  beneficiaries  of  the  State  of  New- York,  five  of  the 
State  of  New-Jersey,  five  are  pay  pupils,  two  are  supported  by  the 
Commissioners  of  Emigration,  and  one  is  supported  from  the  funds 
of  the  Institution. 

The  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  first  of  January,  1849,  was 
$834.64.  The  amount  received  during  the  year  from  all  sources  is 
$30,117.85,  and  the  expenses  have  been  $28,451,19,  leaving  a  bal- 
ance in  the  treasurer's  hands  in  favor  of  the  Institution  on  the  31st 
of  December,  1849,  of  $1,666.66. 

The  cost  of  fitting  up  and  furnishing  our  new  manufacturing  de- 
partment, has  swelled  our  expenditures  considerably  beyond  the  usual 
amount.  The  public  improvements  which  are  rapidly  progressing  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Institution,  must  continue  to  occasion  similar  ex- 
traordinary drafts  upon  our  treasury,  and  to  which  its  regular  sources 
of  income  must  be  inadequate.  Thirty-third  and  thirty-fourth  streets 
are  still  unpaved,  and  the  side-walks  unflaggcd,  and  a  sewer  is  now 
in  the  course  of  ■  vistruction  in  the  ninth  avenue,  which,  from  the 
rocky  nature  of  '  il,  must  occasion  a  heavy  assessment,  to  ma- 

ture during  the  nes.year  ;  and  an  assessment   of  $850  for  opening 
a  sewer  in  the  eighth  avenue  has  been  some  time  due. 
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The  opening  of  our  new  mechanical  department  has  been  delayed 
considerably  beyond  the  period  anticipated,  when  our  last  annual  re- 
port was  prepared.  Winter  set  in  before  the  building  was  enclosed, 
and  much  of  the  work  that  would  otherwise  have  been  done  at  that 
season,  had  to  be  deferred  to  spring.  The  absence  of  the  contractor 
for  doing  the  carpenter  work  during  much  of  the  summer,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  epidemic  which  then  prevailed  in  the  city,  occasioned 
a  si  ill  further  delay.  The  building  is  now,  however,  entirely  com- 
pleted, furnished,  and  ready  for  occupation.  The  work  shops  have 
been  removed  to  it,  and  with  the  commencement  of  the  year  it  will 
go  into  full  operation. 

The  managers  regard  this  new  feature  in  their  economy  with  much 
interest,  and  earnestly  hope  that  it  will  constitute  the  only  requisite 
to  the  perfection  of  the  system  for  "  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the 
blind."  In  the  earlier  days  of  the  institution,  the  only  object  sought 
was  to  educate  the  blind,  and  fit  them  for  usefulness  and  self  support 
in  the  isolated  positions  which  they  occupy  in  the  bosom  of  society. 
When  the  term  of  their  instruction  expired,  they  returned  to  their 
friends  and  attempted  to  make  their  way  in  the  world  as  the  seeing 
do,  by  means  of  the  trades  they  had  learned. 

But  the  multiplied  disadvantages  imder  which  they  labored  from 
the  want  of  means,  the  difficulty  in  procuring  materials,  and  making 
sales,  soon  demonstrated  that  against  these  obstacles  it  was  impossi- 
ble, without  additional  aids,  for  them  to  compete  successfully  with 
the  seeing,  and  that  as  yet  philanthropy  had  but  half  done  her  work. 
Our  graduates  began  to  return  to  us,  representing  the  embarrassment 
of  their  condition  abroad,  and  soliciting  employment  at  our  hands. 
Thty  had  spent  years  in  learning  trades  that  were  useless  to  them 
elsewhere,  and  they  had  no  other  dependence. 

We  had  encouraged  them  to  look  to  those  trades  for  the  means  of 
support,  and  it  became  our  duty  to  see  that  they  were  not  disap- 
pointed. Besides,  a  residence  of  six  or  seven  years  at  the  institution 
had  caused  them  to  regard  it  as  their  home  ;  the  opportunities  for 
improvement  which  it  still  offered,  were  such  as  could  only  be  found 
in  connection  with  it,  and  experience  had  taught  them  that  although 
a  year's  absence  from  their  friends  gave  additional  zest  to  an  occa- 
sional visit  home,  yet,  that  they  were  nowhere  so  permanently  happy 
as  amid  a  community  of  their  own  class. 
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These  appeals  have  been  answered  by  the  erection  of  a  building 
in  every  way  calculated  to  meet  their  wants,  and  contribute  to  their 
comfort.  Workshops,  dining-rooms,  dormitories,  bathing  and  sitting 
rooms,  commodiously  arranged  and  supplied  with  every  convenience 
which-can  adapt  them  to  the  peculiar  wants  of  the  blind,  the  whole 
under  the  same  roof,  will  constitute  all  the  requisites  of  a  comforta- 
ble home. 

Each  workman  will  be  paid  according  to  his  industry  and  skill  ; 
the  expense  of  living,  in  such  a  community,  will  be  reduced  to  the 
lowest  possible  rate  ;  he  will  not  be  obliged  to  expose  himself  to  the 
dangers  of  the  street  and  the  inclemencies  of  the  weather,  while 
groping  his  way  to  a  distant  boarding  house,  where  his  comforts  are 
much  less,  and  his  expenses  much  more  ;  nor  will  he  be  subjected  to 
any  restraints,  but  such  as  are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  happiness 
and  good  order  of  every  family.  He  will  be  permitted  to  go  and 
come  when  he  pleases  ;  to  board  in  the  establishment  or  out  of  it, 
as  his  inclinations  or  interest  may  dictate  ;  and,  provided  his  habits 
are  not  such  as  should  exclude  him  from  every  well  ordered  house- 
hold, he  will  here  be  furnished  with  a  good  home  as  long  as  he  may 
wish  it. 

The  establishment  will  meet  the  wants  of  those  who  become  blind 
in  middle  life.  The  head  of  a  family  is,  perhaps,  by  accident  or  dis- 
ease, deprived  of  sight;  he  has  a  wife  and  children  dependent  on 
him  for  support.  He  can  no  longer  pursue  his  accustomed  avoca- 
tions; and  instead  of  being  the  protector  and  support  of  those  who 
are  dear  to  him,  he  m'lst  now  become  a  burden  to  them — must  ag- 
gravate the  wretchednpss  of  their  condition,  or  betake  himself  to  the 
Alms  House,  leaving  them  to  the  cold  charities  of  the  world.  Such 
a  man  might  find  employment  in  our  workshop;  his  family  might  re- 
side in  the  neighborhood;  and,  by  the  little  addition  which  the  fa- 
ther's efforts  may  make  to  the  mother's  savings,  be  relieved  from 
want  and  dependence.  Applications  of  this  kind  hive  not  been  un- 
frequent;  and  there  is  now  in  our  workshop  a  man,  who  has  been 
with  us  less  than  a  year,  and  who  carried  home  to  his  wife,  as  the 
proceeds  of  the  last  quarter's  earnings,  upwards  of  twenty-five  dol- 
lars. 

No  change  has  been  made  in  the  articles  m:mufactured  by  our  in- 
mates during  the  year.  They  consist  of  willow  baskets,  bandboxes, 
carpets,  and  mats.  A  few  matrasses  have  also  been  made  by  way  of 
experiment,  and  it  is  thought  that  broom  making  might  be  profitably 
introduced. 
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The  mechanical  pursuits  which  a  person  deprived  of  sight  may 
follow,  must  always  be  very  few,  and  the  arts  they  may  learn  must 
be  of  the  very  simplest  kind,  and  such  as  bring  them  within  the 
sphere  of  the  widest  competition;  competition  not  of  mere  bone  and 
muscle,  but  of  the  steam  engine  and  the  water  wheel.  The  difficulty 
therefore  in  finding  profitable  employment  for  them  cannot  be  magni- 
fied. Still,  we  believe  the  case  is  not  hopeless,  and  that  with  the  fa- 
cilities which  we  shall  hereafter  be  able  to  afford,  every  blind  man 
and  woman  who  is  willing  to  work,  and  work  industriously,  will  be 
placed  beyond  the  reach  of  want. 

The  capital  for  conducting  the  operations  of  the  manufacturing  de- 
partment will  be  furnished  as  it  has  heretofore  been,  from  the  funds 
of  the  institution.  Purchases  and  sales  will  therefore  be  made  on 
the  best  terms,  and  with  all  the  advantages  afforded  by  a  large  mar- 
ket. Board,  washing  and  mending  will  be  afforded  at  the  lowest 
average  which  the  aggregate  expenses  of  the  domestic  department 
will  allow,  and  will  include  all  necessary  care  and  atlention  in  sick- 
ness. It  is  hoped  that  with  all  these  advantages  the  establishment 
may  be  enabled  to  take  care  of  itself ;  but,  if  in  this  we  should  be 
disappointed,  and  at  the  end  of  successive  years  it  should  be  found 
to  have  been  a  charge  upon  our  funds  of  a  few  hundred  dollars  an- 
nually, it  will  still  be  money  well  laid  out,  if  it  give  to  fifty  or  a 
hundred  blind  people  the  means  of  a  comfortable  subsistence. 

With  the  conviction  that  to  the  great  mass  of  the  blind,  mechani- 
cal employment  must  ever  constitute  their  surest  dependence,  the 
managers  have,  during  the  year,  so  modified  their  course  of  instruc- 
tion, that  while  it  will  be  the  aim  to  impart  to  all,  the  elements  of 
a  good  English  education,  less  attention  will  hereafter  be  given  to 
such  of  the  higher  branches  as  will  never  be  likely  to  be  made 
available  by  the  pupil  in  after  life.  When  the  hope  was  indulged 
that  in  literary  pursuits  the  blind  would  be  enabled  to  earn  a  living, 
it  was  proper  that  every  opportunity  should  be  afforded  them  for  the 
prosecution  of  every  study  that  might  contribute  to  this  end.  This 
hope  has,  however,  been  disappointed,  and  the  question  is  not  now, 
how  much  the  blind  may  be  taught,  for  experience  has  demonstrated 
that  there  are  no  branches  of  study  which  do  not  immediately  de- 
pend upon  the  faculty  of  sight,  that  they  may  not  master;  but  with 
respect  to  their  future  welfare  and  happiness,  what  will  it  be  best  to 
teach  them.  By  bestowing  ten  times  the  labor  which  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  make  them  proficient  in  all  the  useful  branches  of  learn- 
ing, a  class  of  blind  pupils   <Mght   come   to   have   a  smattering  of 
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Greek,  and  a  smattering  of  Latin,  with  some  inklings  of  the  higher 
mathematics,  and  one  or  two  among  them  be  fitted,  perhaps,  to  pass 
decently  through  college. 

It  is  undoubtedly  possible  to  do  this,  but  whether  it  would  be  best 
to  do  so,  whether  it  would  be  consistent  with  the  object  for  which 
the  institution  was  founded — whether  for  the  sake  of  the  temporary 
eclat  which  such  a  result  would  bring  to  the  institution,  it  would  be 
worth  while  to  incur  an  expenditure  of  labor  so  disproportionate  to 
the  good  it  would  effect,  does  not  admit  of  a  doubt.  An  occasional 
Sanderson,  or  an  occasional  Moyes  will  undoubtedly  appear  among 
the  ranks  of  the  blind,  but  they  will  owe  their  distinction,  as  in  the 
case  of  these  eminent  men,  rather  to  their  own  innate  force  of 
character  than  to  any  adventitious  aid. 

It  is  undoubtedly  desirable  that  the  blind  should,  when  thoy  have 
completed  their  education,  be  enabled  to  return  to  their  friends,  to- 
seek  and  to  obtain,  as  the  seeing  do,  the  means  of  a  livelihood. 
Could  this  in  every  instance,  or  even  in  most  instances  be  effected, 
the  efforts  of  the  benevolent  on  their  behalf  would  have  attained  the 
maximum  of  success.  Experience,  however,  not  only  in  our  own 
country  but  abroad,  has  shown  that  this  result  is,  in  the  main,  unat- 
tainable. Too  many  obstacles  to  the  successful  prosecution  of  their 
trades  are  to  be  encountered,  and  as  school  teachers  it  is  obviously 
in  vain  for  them  to  expect  employment. 

It  is  therefore  useless  to  instruct  them  with  this  view.  Let  their 
instruction  be  practical  and  thorough  as  far  as  it  goes,  and  let  it  go 
just  as  far  as  may  be  necessary,  to  develop  their  minds,  and  furnish 
them  with  ideas  and  principles  which  shall  regulate  their  lives,  and 
furnish  the  material  for  thought  ;  in  other  words,  as  shall  fit  them 
for  happiness,  so  far  as  education  may  do  it,  without  encouraging 
them  to  lean  upon  that  as  a  staff  of  support,  which,  in  the  hour  of 
necessity,  will  be  sure  to  prove  but  a  broken  reed. 

With  music,  however,  the  case  is  different.  From  immemorial  time 
the  blind  have  been  celebrated  for  this  accomplishment,  and  many 
have  made  it  the  means  of  support.  It  is  their  peculiar  province. 
Sound  is  to  them  what  sight  is  to  the  seeing.  It  presents  to  their 
minds  a  world  in  which  beauty  and  deformity,  joy  and  sorrow,  grace 
and  proportion,  make  impressions  as  vivid,  and  excite  emotions  as 
intense  as  are  produced  in  the  minds  of  the  seeing  by  the  presenta- 
tion of  the  real  and  palpable  objects,  calculated  to  awaken  such  ideas 
and  feelings. 
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The  sculptured  granite  of  Egyptian  tablets,  no  less  than  the  im- 
perishable record  of  the  Grecian  bard,  alike  attest  the  devotion  of 
the  blind  to  this  science.  It  must  not  be  supposed  however  that  all 
the  blind  are  fitted  by  nature  to  excel  in  music,  blind  people  differ  in 
no  respect,  originally,  from  the  same  number  of  the  seeing.  Of  a 
hundred  seeing  persons  some  would  possess,  naturally,  eminent  musical 
talents,  others  very  little,  or  none  at  all.  The  privation  of  sight, 
however,  enables  the  blind  to  bestow  more  time  and  attention  upon 
the  cultivation  of  the  talent  for  music,  and  consequently  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  them  excel  in  it.  As  a  solace,  and  source  of  happiness  it 
constitutes  a  desirable  accomplishment  to  most,  but  as  a  means  of  sup- 
port, its  advantages  must  be  confined  to  a  much  more  limited  number. 

In  this  respect  we  have  abundant  reason  to  be  gratified  with  the 
success  that  has  attended  our  efforts. 

"Within  the  past  year,  one  of  our  former  pupils  has  become  con- 
nected with  a  flourishing  literary  institution  in  Michigan,  as  pro- 
fessor of  music,  another  has  located  himself  advantageously  at  the 
South,  where  he  is  fully  and  lucratively  employed  ;  several  others  in 
this  city  are  not  only  supporting  themselves  creditably  by  it,  but  are 
securing  a  reasonable  competence,  while  many  others  are  doing  well 
in  the  same  capacity  among  the  towns  and  villages  of  the  country. 
Not  a  few  have  settled  themselves  respectably  in  the  Avorld,  and  are 
enjoying  all  the  happiness  of  domestic  life,  beloved  by  their  friends^ 
and  respected  by  the  communities  in  which  they  dwell. 

An  idea  prevails  extensively  that  the  blind  acquire  their  knowledge 
of  music  solely  hy  ear,  that  is,  that  they  do  not  acquire  it  scientifi- 
cally. This  is  a  mistake.  The  method  of  instruction  by  which  they 
are  taught  gives  to  them  a  thorough  and  scientific  knowledge  of  the 
art,  and  enables  them  to  impart  it  to  others  with  equal  success.  The 
existence  of  this  prejudice  constitutes  an  obstacle  to  their  progress, 
which  I  he  managers  are  desirous  of  removing,  and  they  would  be- 
speak on  behalf  of  their  pupils,  the  favor  of  an  intelligent  public  so 
far  as  to  grant  to  (hem  a  fair  field  of  comoetition  with  the  seeing. 

The  idea  that  the  blind  are  a  helpless  race  of  beings,  quite  unable 
to  do  any  useful  thing,  or  to  do  it  as  other  people  do  it,  is  the  source 
of  much  greater  evils  than  that  just  alluded  to.  It  manifests  itself  in 
an  undue  and  unnecessary  solicitude  on  the  part  of  the  friends  of  a 
blind  child,  prompting  them  to  watch  its  every  motion  with  the  most 
careful  anxiety,  and  to  allow  it  to  go  no  where  without   an  attend- 
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ant,  nor  do  the  simplest  thing  without  assistance.  The  result  is,  to 
make  them  timid  and  inactive  ;  to  make  them  really  the  helpless  be- 
ings, which  this  ceaseless  srlicitude  would  induce  them  to  believe. 
It  is  vastly  better  to  let  them  take  their  chance.  It  may,  indeed,  be 
at  the  expense  of  some  tumbles  and  bruises,  but  the  confidence  and 
self  reliance  which  it  will  inspire,  will  more  than  compensate  for  the 
risk.  And  it  is  invariably  the  case,  that  those  who  have  been  ac- 
customed to  depend  upon  themselves  in  this  manner,  get  on  much 
better  at  school  than  those  who  have  been  too  tenderly  dealt  with  at 
home.  It  begets  a  mental,  no  less  than  a  physical  timidity,  and  in- 
activity, which  can  scarcely  be  urged  to  self  exertion  and  self-depen- 
dence. Nothing  is  more  irksome  to  those  who  have  been  schooled 
in  this  necessary  discipline,  than  to  have  every  thing  that  is  said  to 
them,  and  every  thing  that  is  done  for  them,  refer  especially  to  their 
privation. 

The  effect  is  precisely  what  is  observed  among  other  people  who 
labor  under  any  obvious  physical  defect.  The  remarks  of  others  are 
constantly  reminding  them  of  their  misfortune,  and  they  become  mor- 
bidly sensitive  and  morose.  Those,  therefore,  who  have  in  any  way 
the  care  of  the  blind,  should  treat  them  in  a  way  calculated  to  re- 
mind them  of  their  privation  as  little  as  possible,  and  whatever  is 
done  to  ameliorate  their  condition,  should  tend  to  foster  and  encour- 
age, instead  of  weakening  a  feeling  of  self-reliance  and  indepencence. 

The  discipline  and  moral  atmosphere  which  prevails  among  our  in- 
mates is  of  the  most  satisfactory  character.  During  the  whole  year 
not  a  single  o'utbreak,  or  prominent  iustance  of  insubordination  has 
ruffled  the  smooth  stream  of  obedience  and  order.  Punctuality  and 
faithfulness  in  attention  to  duty,  respect  for  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  Establishment,  and  a  careful  and  cheerful  observance  of  thera 
have  marked  the  deportment  of  all.  No  less  than  forty-two  of  our 
inmates  are  acceptably  connected  with  the  church  ;  a  sabbath  school 
of  a  most  interesting  character  is  regularly  maintained.  Bible  class- 
es, prayer  meetings,  and  other  means  of  spiritual  improvement  are 
well  attended,  and  characteiised  with  an  interest  and  earnestness  that 
are  productive  of  the  happiest  results,  whether  as  it  regards  the  for- 
mation of  individual  character,  the  harmony  and  happiness  of  our  lit- 
tle community,  or  those  higher  and  holier  destinies  which  await  the 
blind  no  Jess  than  the  seeing  in  the  great  future.  To  the  Christian 
no  more  interesting  spectncle  could  be  presented  than  this  assembly 
ol  blind  worshippers,  composed  of  every  denomination,  uniting  to- 
gether in  humble  trustful,  fervent,  and  devoted  adoration  of  their  com- 
mon Father  and  Benefactor. 
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Our  religious  services  on  the  Sabbath  are  at  present  conducted  by 
the  Rev.  Mr,  Parmele  of  the  Baptist  church,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Roosevelt 
having  left  us  early  in  the  spring  in  consequence  of  the  completion 
of  his  own  church  edifice.  To  both  these  gentlemen  the  acknow- 
ledgments of  the  board  are  due  for  the  acceptable  manner  in  which 
this  important  duty  has  been  performed  by  them. 

In  the  business  of  printing  for  the  blind,  but  little  progress  has 
been  made  through  the  year.  The  second  volume  of  the  arithmetic, 
heretofore  begun,  has  been  completed,  but  no  other  work  has  been 
attempted.  This  is  partly  owing  to  the  want  of  funds,  and  partly  to 
the  fact  that  other  duties  have  engrossed  the  attention  of  the  board. 
The  preparation  of  a  library  of  standard  works  for  the  use  of  the 
blind  is  highly  desirable,  and  strongly  commends  itself  to  the  liber- 
ality of  the  benevolent.  It  should  be  made  up  of  choice  selections 
of  the  best  works  extant,  in  our  language,  comprising  history,  poetry, 
and  general  literature,  and  should  be  furnished  gratuitously  to  every 
blind  person  in  the  United  States  able  to  read,  and  unable  to  pur- 
chase. 

On  behalf  of  an  Institution  so  commendable  in  its  objects,  so  suc- 
cessful in  its  results,  the  managers  of  the  New-York  Institution  for 
the  Blind  feel  that  no  appeal  to  the  generous  benevolence  of  the  Leg- 
islature is  necessary.  Such  appeals  have  always  heretofore  been  re- 
sponded to  with  a  promptness  and  liberality  that  leave  no  room  to 
suspect  that  the  same  enlightened  statesmanship  which  has  so  recently 
extended  the  blessing  of  free  schools  to  all  the  children  in  the  State, 
would  ever  leave  the  education  of  the  blind  unprovided  for. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ANSON  G.  PHELPS,  President. 
Geo.  F.  Allen,  Secretary. 
New-York  Institution  for  the  Blind,  ) 
Mew-York,  Dec,  31,  1849.  ) 

State  of  New- York,  1 

City  and  County  of  Mew-York,  ^  ss. 

Anson  G.  Phelps,  President  of  the  New- York  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  saith  that  the  matters  set  forth  in 
the  preceding  report  are  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  informa- 
tion and  belief. 

EDM'D  ELMENDORF,  Jr., 

Commissioner  of  Deeds. 
January  23d,  1850. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  Instruction. 


To  the  Managers  of  the  New-York  Institution  for  the  Blind  the 
Committee  on  Instruction 

Respectfully  report: 

That  during  the  most  of  the  year  past  the  different  classes  of  pu- 
pils connected  with  the  Institution  have  been  under  the  immediate 
care  and  instruction  of  Mr.  Shepherd  Johnson,  as  principal  teacher 
in  the  male  department,  assisted  by  Mr.  Charles  McClenachan,  and 
of  Miss  Swetland  as  principal  teacher  in  the  female  department;  who 
have  also  been  assisted  by  three  of  the  graduates  of  the  Institution. 
That  in  the  month  of  June  last  Mr.  Johnson  resigned  his  position  as 
principal  teacher  of  the  male  department,  and  since  that  time  the  du- 
ties of  instruction  have  devolved  upon  Mr.  McClenachan  and  Miss 
Swetland;  and  it  affords  the  committee  pleasure  to  state,  that  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties  they  have  shown  a  zeal  and  energy  which 
has  contributed  much  to  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  the  pupils. 

The  committee  further  report  that  there  are  now  103  pupils  in  the 
schools  of  the  Institution,  of  whom  48  are  males  and  55  are  females, 
particular  information  in  regard  to  whom  is  set  forth  in  the  tables 
hereto  annexed. 

The  committee  further  report,  that  in  the  month  of  May  the  an- 
nual exhibition  of  the  blind  connected  with  this  institution  was  held 
in  the  city  of  New- York,  which  was  attended  by  a  large  number  of 
persons,  who  evinced  great  interest  in  the  progress  made  by  the 
children,  as  well  in  their  mental  cultivation  as  in  some  of  the  useful 
arts.  That  the  usual  semi-annual  examination  in  July  was  omitted, 
in  consequence  of  the  epidemic,  but  that  in  December  was  had,  and 
was  very  satisfactory.     Mr.  McKeen,  the  superintendent  of  common 
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schools  for  the  city  and  county  of  New-York,  was   present  and  ex- 
pressed himself  highly  pleased  with  the  acquirements  of  the  pupils. 

The  committee  further  report,  that  during  the  last  year  the  second 
.volume  of  the  arithmetic  has  been  printed,  and  that  the  great  bene- 
fits to  be  derived  therefrom  will  be  realized  in  the  greater  accuracy 
and  more  perfect  knowledge  the  pupils  will  thereby  acquire;  and 
your  committee  feel  that  they  cannot  too  strongly  call  the  attention  of 
the  Board  to  the  great  necessity  of  making  some  provision  for  the  blind, 
in  the  publication  of  booksfor  their  use,  as  those  who  are  thus  physically 
disabled,  and  confined  to  the  sense  of  touch  and  the  sense  of  hearing  in 
the  acquisition  of  knowledge,  and  as  the  instruction  orally  to  the  blind 
requires  more  time  and  attention  of  others,  it  seems  peculiarly  necessary 
that  some  effort  should  be  made  to  supply  books  specially  prepared 
for  them,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  render  available  the  instruction  im- 
parted to  them  at  the  Institution,  and  also  to  add  to  their  happiness 
by  affording  the  means  for  literary  and  social  enjoyment. 

The  committee,  in  closing  their  Report,  return  their  thanks  to  Mr. 
Chamberlain,  the  superintendent,  for  his  assiduity  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duties,  and  for  his  active  exertions  in  promoting  the  objects  of 
the  institution. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ISAAC  WOOD, 
GEO.  F.  ALLEN, 
AUG'S  SCHELL. 

mv>-York,  Dec.  27,  1849. 
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Course  of  Studies  pursued  by  the  Pupils  during  their 

regular  term. 

Pupils  entering  on  their  5th  year, Analysis, 

Arithmetic, 

History, 

Writimg. 

Pupils  entering  on  their  4th  year History, 

Grammar, 
Philosophy,  Nat., 
Writing. 

Pupils  entering  on  their  3d  year, Grammar, 

Astronomy, 
Geopraphy, 
Arithmetic. 

Pupils  entering  on  their  2d  year, Spelling  and  definitions, 

Mental  Arithmetic, 

Geography, 

Reading. 

Pupils  entering  on  their  1st  year, ---Spelling, 

Mental  Arithmetic, 

Geography, 

Reading. 

Geometry  is  pursued  in  the  second  class,  but  only  so  far  as  it  is 
necessary  to  adapt  the  minds  of  the  pupils  to  the  study  of  physics. 

The  third,  fourth  and  fifth  classes  attend  school  in  the  forenoon, 
and  the  shops  in  the  afternoon.  The  first  and  second  classes  attend 
school  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  shops  in  the  forenoon. 

The  hours  of  tuition  are  from  9  to  12  A.  M.,  and  from.l|  to  4| 
P.  M.,  including  a  recess  of  fifteen  minutes  in  ^ich  session. 

The  text  books  in  use  are  Herschel's  and  Burritt's  Astronomies, 
Comstock's  and  Arnott's  Physics,  Davies'  Legendre,  Brown's  Gram- 
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mar.  White's  and  Worcester's  Histories,  McElligott's  Analysis,  Da- 
vies'  and  Greenleaf's  Arithmetics,  Colburn's  Intellectual  Arithmetic, 
Mitchel's  and  Morse's  Geographies,  and  the  various  works  in  embos- 
sed letters. 


Number  of  Pupils  pursuing  each  of  the  various 
branches. 

Writing, 18 

Analysis,  - 13 

History, 30 

Grammar, 40 

Philosophy,  Natural, 21 

Astronomy, 28 

Arithmetic, 43 

Mental  Arithmetic, 37 

Spelling, 18 

Spelling  and  Definitions, 21 

Geography, 64 

Reading, -52 

There  have  been  engaged  in  the  literary  department  during  the 
year,  one  principal,  one  assistant  male  teacher,  and  one  principal  fe- 
male teacher,  aided  by  one  graduated  monitor. 


LIST  OF  PUPILS. 

MALES, 

JVamts.  Tovms.                           Coiilitjf. 

Amey,  James Albany, Albany. 

Armstrong,  John New- York, New- York. 

Ayres,  Hudson Hanover, Morris,  N.  J. 

Biddle,  John New- York, New- York. 

Butler,  Charles Perth  Centre, Fulton. 

Callis,  William  H. Frankfort, Herkimer. 

Conklin,  Elias Newark, Essex,  N.  J. 

Corey,  Edwin -  —      Geneva, Ontario. 

Culleman,  Patrick New- York.  New-York. 

Delano,  Ransom  --- —      Lyme, Jefferson. 

Fielding,  Frederick Brooklyn, Kings. 

Finchard,  Robert New-York, New- York. 

Golden,  John do         do 

Golden,  Samuel  C. Little  Falls, Herkimer. 

Green,  George  W. Fishkill, Dutchess. 

Guild,  George  P, Buffalo, Erie. 

Hall,  Ezra  A. Williamstown, Oswego. 

Hall,  Lansing Mount  Morris, Livingston. 

Haskell,  Franklin  S. Mina,- Chautauqua. 

Hazlet,  Charles New-York, New-York. 

Henry,  William  W. do         do 

Hyde,  Bartholomew do         do 

Jackson,  Robert  A. Avon, -  Livingston, 

Kopler,  John New- York, New- York. 

La  Page,  Peter Albany, Albany. 

McGrath,  Timothy New-York, New-York. 

McMeechan,  Francis  —      Brooklyn, Kings. 

Miner,  Joseph  D. Kingston, Ulster. 

Minot,  Franklin Rochester, Monroe. 

Paul,  Joseph New-York,--- New- York. 


Names. 

Place,  Richard  S. 

Quick,  Andrew 

Remsen,  George  W. 

Roset,  Eberard  J. 

Saval,  Joshua 

Sayre,  William  H. 

Seidler,  Morris 

Stanley,  William  H. 

Theller,  Samuel  - 

Thomson,  Frederick  W., 

Tice,  Abel --- 

Tilison,  Jeremiah 

Van  Alsyne,  Alexander - 

Van  Houten,  Crines 

Van  Kune,  Samuel 

Waterbury,  Warren   — 

Weaver,  Charles  A. 

Wright,  Isaac  S. 

Total, 
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Towns.  County. 

New-York, New-York. 

do         -  do 

Brooklyn, Kings. 

New-York, New-York. 

Brooklyn, Kings. 

Elizabethtown, Essex,  N.  J. 

Wehawken, Hudson. 

Goshen, Orange. 

New-York, New-York. 

New  Rochelle, Westchester. 

Newburg, Orange. 

Rochester, Monroe. 

Oswego,  — -  Oswego. 

Franklin, Bergen,  N.  J. 

New- York, -  New-York. 

Liverpool, -  Onondaga. 

Albany, Albany. 

Troy, Rensselaer. 

-. -.     48 


FEMALES. 

JVames.  Towns.                            County. 

Allen,  Sarah---- Sparta, Livingston. 

Angevine,  Caroline Pleasant  Valley,---  Dutchess. 

Barnet,  Hannah  - Brooklyn, Kings. 

Beattie,  Charlotte Webster, Monroe. 

Bell,  Frances New- York, New-York. 

Benedict,  Helen  A. Litchfield, Herkimer. 

Bradley,  JMary -- New-York, New-York. 

Care,  Emily Utica, Oneida. 

Crawford,  Amelia New-York, New-York. 

Cunningham,  Jeanette--      North  Castle, Westchester, 

Davis,  Catharine Brooklyn, -  Kings. 

Davis,  Martha do do 

Derrick,  Amelia New-York, New-York, 

Drake,  Ann  Lucretia —      Stockholm, St.  Lawrence. 

Flanegan,   Mary Rochester, Monroe. 

Fleming,  Philena Geneva, Ontario. 

Fryer,  Mary  Ann Guilderland, Albany. 

Green,  Mary  D. Fishkill, Dutchess. 

Griffin,  Rhoda Peru, Clinton. 

GutzlafF,  Eliza Geneva, Ontario. 

Gut zlafF,  Jessie --  do      do 

Hastings,  Mary  C. New-Yoik, New-York. 

Hammond,  Mary  L Tarrytown, Westchester. 

Herman,  Teresa New-York, New-York. 

Kingsbury,  Lucy  A. New-Berlin, -  Chenango. 

Marrin,  Margaret Wheatland, Monroe. 

McAuley,  Margaret New- York, New- York. 

McGovern,  Bridget New-York, New-York. 

McLane,  Susan  E. Utica, Oneida. 

McMeechan,  Elizabeth--      Brooklyn, Kings. 

Merrill,  Angeline Oxford, Chenango, 

Millard,  Lydia Catskill, Greene. 

Millard,  Sarah do         f^ 


Q2 


[ASSEMBL^ 


County. 

Orange. 
Oneida. 
Tompkins. 
New-York. 

do 

do 


New-York,- 

do        

do        

Canton, St.  Lawrence. 

Brooklyn, -      Kings. 

New-York, New-York. 


JVames.  Towns. 

Moore,  Martha Newburg, 

Pexton,  Elizabeth Westmoreland, 

Pinckney,  Miranda  V.--  Ithaca, 

Preston,  Caroline  A.  -  - 
Robinson,  Ann  Eliza- - 

Rodney,  Hannah 

Rutherford,  Mary 

Sale,  Amanda  T. 

Sanderson,  Sarah 

Scott,  Margaret do         do 

Shaughnessy,  Eliza do         -  do 

Shordon,  Anna do         -  do 

Simmons,  Elizabeth----  do         -  do 

Singer,  Veronica do         -  do 

Smith,  Phebe  I.-------  do         do 

Sniffen,  Louisa do         do 

Sprung,  Julia Albany, Albany. 

Squires,  Jane ---  Utica, Oneida. 

Stewart,  Catharine Oxford, Chenango. 

Tefft,  Ellen -  Onondaga, Onondaga. 

Wy nn,  Mary New-York, New-York 

"Wood,  Anna do         -  do 


Total, 


55 
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REPOUT 

Of  the  Committee  on  Music. 


To  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  New-York  Institution  for  the 
Blind: 

The  committee  on  music  beg  leave  to 

Report: 

That  the  progress  of  the  pupils  in  their  department  during  the 
past  year  has  been  most  satisfactory.  The  continued  exertions  of 
the  able  instructors  in  both  the  instrumental  and  vocal  branches, 
have  been  manifested  in  the  highly  Cicditable  performances  at  the 
publ'"  exhibitions,  given  from  time  to  time  during  the  year.  These 
exertions  seem  to  have  been  properly  appreciated  by  discriminating 
audiences. 

Each  year  the  band  and  choir  have  to  be  reorganised,  on  account 
of  the  graduating  of  the  elder  and  longer  trained  members.  Those 
inexperienced  know  not  the  labor  of  restoring  harmony  in  these 
branches  at  the  commencement  of  a  new  term.  The  expenses  have 
been  $1,589.49;  a  considerable  diminution  from  the  preceding  year. 
This  is  owing  to  the  very  trifling  repairs  needed  by  the  instruments, 
generally  a  heavy  item,  and  to  the  adoption  of  a  different  plan  of 
instruction  for  the  junior  pupils.  The  system  of  employing  monitors 
from  the  senior  classes  has  been  supposed  would  prove  alike  profita- 
ble to  all.  To  those  who  are  proficient  and  propose  to  rely  upon 
music  for  future  support,  the  habit  thus  acquired  within  our  walls,  of 
teaching  under  the  superi;:tendence  of  their  instructors,  will  give  a 
confidence  in  themselves,  otherwise  for  a  time  difficult  to  attain,  and 
thereby  enable  them  to  start  at  once  upon  graduation  in  their  ca- 
reer.    It  will  besides  make  their  knowledge  more  practical.     To  the 
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institution  there  will  be   the  advantage  of  being  able  to  impart  an 
equal  amount  of  knowledge  without  the  extra  expense. 

Your  committee  have  been  aware  of  the  large  cost  of  the  musical 
department,  and  have  ever  sought  to  act  with  proper  economy  in  at- 
taining the  object  proposed,  which  is  to  foster  talent,  accompanied 
by  taste  and  industry,  in  those  who  select  music  as  a  resource  for 
earning  a  livelihood  hereafter. 

In  a  number  of  instances,  our  graduates  have  been  successful  in 
this  walk  of  life;  and  your  committee  hope,  with  much  reason,  that 
by  a  continuance  in  the  present  plan  of  endeavoring  to  give  a  tho- 
rough practical,  as  well  as  scientific  education,  where  there  is  indi- 
cation of  talent,  that  each  year  this  department  will  send  forth  some 
who  will  be  able  to  do  credit  to  themselves,  their  instructors,  and  the 
institution. 

The  board  would  therefore  seem  amply  repaid  for  its  outlay,  leaving 
aside  all  considerations  which  might  be  so  well  urged,  of  the  cheer- 
ful and  joyous  influence  of  music  upon  those  whose  happiness  so 
peculiarly  depends  upon  the  perceptive  qualities  of  the  ear. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  A.  KING,  Jr., 
AUGUSTUS  SCHELL, 
A.  ROBERTSON  WALSH. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  to  the  Board  of  Ma- 
nagers of  the  New- York  Institution  for  the  Blind, 


The  committee  on  manufactures 

Respectfully  Report  : 

That  great  zeal  pervades  those  engaged  in  their  department. 

They  are  also  able  to  say,  to  the  great  credit  and  industry  of  the 
instructors,  as  also  of  the  workers,  that  the  articles  have  generally 
been  manufactured  with  much  care  during  the  past  year,  the  neces- 
sity thereof  being  recognized,  in  order  to  compete  with  any  success 
with  seeing  persons. 

The  department  will  be  a  charge  upon  the  Institution  to  the 
amount  of  $499.62,  a  result  less  favorable  than  the  preceding  year; 
but  attributable  to  the  following  causes. 

The  competition  in  the  branches  of  work  carried  on  with  U3  is 
very  great,  in  so  extended  a  city,  and  requires  constant  attention  to 
keep  our  rates  even  with  the  market.  Consequently,  it  has  happened 
several  times  before,  as  now,  that  portions  of  the  old  stock  of  manu- 
factured articles  on  hand  for  some  years,  have  continued  to  be  val- 
ued at  the  prices  asked  originally  for  them,  and  such  as  cannot  now 
be  obtained,  the  present  work  being  better,  and  at  much  cheaper 
rates.  This  will  tend  to  explain  the  apparent  loss  in  the  paper  box 
room,  as  compared  with  last  year. 

Then  there  was  a  balance  in  its  favor  $237.63,  whilst  now  it  ia 
$376.79  against  it. 

The  old  stock  being  based  upon  present  prices,  depresses  the 
result.     Added  to  this,  the  sho^s  were  closed  for  nearly  three  montha 
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on  account  of  the  prevailing  sickness.  Trade  ceased — the  general 
business  stagnation  was  seriously  felt  by  us,  and  prevented  the  sales 
reaching  as  high  a  point  as  last  year. 

The  willow,  mat  and  weaving  departments  were  last  year  a  charge 
of  $348.99,  whilst  now  the  deficiency  is  only  $122.83. 

The  committee  cannot  but  express  satisfaction  in  this  statement, 
knowing,  as  they  do,  the  difficulty  of  making  sales  in  a  market  so 
cheaply  and  abundantly  stocked.  These  branches  suffered  equally 
with  the  paper  box  from  the  epidemic. 

From  seventy  to  eighty  have  been  employed  during  the  year  in 
the  shops.  The  number  of  graduates  has  been  larger  than  at  any 
former  period  ;  and  notwithstanding  the  drawback  before  mentioned 
upon  the  general  prosperity  of  the  manufactures,  never  has  so 
much  work  been  done. 

The  graduates  have  returned  to  the  institution  to  enjoy  the  pro- 
tection promised  to  such  as  will  endeavor  to  support  themselves. 
The  building,  so  long  foreseen  by  the  Board  as  necessary  to  com- 
plete the  objects  in  view  in  the  foundation  of  this  charity,  is  now 
finished  and  occupied,  having  been  recently  erected  through  (he 
generosity  of  our  State.  Its  name,  the  "  manufacturing  department 
for  the  blind,"  betokens  its  purpose.  All  of  the  work  is  now  done 
within  its  walls,  and  the  hope  long  cherished  by  your  committee, 
that  when  wilh  the  opening  of  a  new  year  the  sales  room  contain- 
ing the  mannfactures  of  the  blind  shall  be  opened,  a  fresh  impetus 
will  be  given  1o  the  disposition  of  our  articles.  The  store  fronts 
upon  the  Eighth  Avenue,  already  a  great  thoroughfare,  and  will 
offer  in  its  windows  such  samples,  that  the  passers  by  can  satisfy 
themsejves  as  to  the  skillful  workmanship  and  strength  of  the  several 
articles. 

To  fiirther  the  proper  wishes  of  the  Board,  and  to  encourage  those 
who  are  willing  to  work,  your  committee  confidently  rely  upon  the 
sympathies  of  an  enlightened  public,  who  cannot  fail  to  be  interested 
in  promoting  by  their  liberal  patronage,  the  welfare  of  this  our  new 
undertaking,  and  of  those,  who  by  their  labor,  persevere  against 
such  great  natural  obstacles. 

ROBERT  I.  MURRAY, 
JAMES  MARSH, 
JOHN  A.  KING,  Jr. 


STATEMENT 

Of  the  Manvfacturing  Department  of  the  J^eW'York  Institution  for 
the  Blind,  for  the  year  1849. 

Mat-Making,  Weaving,  and  Willow  Work. 

Dr. 

To  value  of  finished   articles  and  materials  on   hand, 

Dec.  31st,  1848, $1,639  76 

Cost  of  materials  in  1849, 554  69 

Paid  blind  workmen  for  wages, 411  57 

Salary  of  instructor, 600  00 

$3,206  02 

Cr. 

By  value  of  finished  articles  and   materials  on  hand, 

Dec.  31st,  1849, $1,992  13 

Sales  during  the  year   1849, 1,09107 

Balance, - 122  83 

$3,206  02 


PAPER-Bbx  Department. 

Dr. 

To  value  of  finished  articles  and  materials  on   hand, 

Dec.  31st,  1848, 

Cost  of  materials  in  1849, 

Amount  paid  blind  girls  for  wages, 

Salary  of  instructress, 


$930  85 

1,423  46 

444 

75 

300 

00 

$3,099 

06 
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Cr. 

By  value  of  finished  articles  on  hand,  December  31st, 

1849, - $1,453  00 

Sales  in  1849, 1,269  27 

Balance, 376  79 

$3,099  06 
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REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  Supplies. 


To  the  Managers  of  the  New- York  Institution  of  the  Blind. 

The  Commiitee  on  Supplies 

Respectfully  Report  : 

That  they  have  visited  the  Institution  weekly  during  the  past  year, 
and  have  pursued  the  same  system  in  regard  to  the  domestic  arrange- 
ments of  the  house,  in  supplying  its  wants  and  certifying  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  bills,  as  has  been  done  in  former  years. 

In  your  committee's  report  of  last  year,  reference  was  made  to  the 
advantages  we  expected  to  derive  after  the  completion  of  our  new 
building,  from  the  increased  room  that  would  be  afforded  by  the  re- 
moval of  our  manufacturing  department  It  was  finished  the  early 
part  of  summer,  but  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  disease,  and  the  dis- 
missal of  the  pupils  previous  to  their  usual  vacation,  no  steps  were 
taken  for  the  removal  of  our  workshops  till  fall.  We  find  the  rooms 
thus  vacated  valuable  additions  to  our  kitchen  department,  which  had 
become  too  contracted  in  consequence  of  the  increased  number  of 
inmates. 

The  immediate  superintendence  of  the  institution  has  been  under 
the  charge  of  James  F.  Chamberlain,  assisted  by  Lavinia  Maverick, 
as  matron.  They  have  performed  their  duties  to  the  satisfaction  of 
your  committee. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  our  expenses  for  the  past  year  have  exceed- 
ed those  of  the  year  preceding,  by   about  $750:  attributable  to  the 

I  Assembly,  No.  76.]  3 
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increased  number  of  inmates  and  the  purchases  made  in  fitting  up 
the  new  house.  A  full  statement  of  our  expenditures  will  be  found 
annexed  to  this  report. 

JOHN  WOOD, 
ROBERT  S.  CASE, 
WM.  W.  THURSTON,  Jr. 
mw-York,  12th  mo.  ZSth,  1849. 
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Domestic  expenses  of  the  "manufacturing  department 
for  the  year  1849. 

For  groceries  and  provisions, $92  12 

Dry  goods, •..--  406  73 

Housekeeping  articles, 610  39 

Fuel, 361  69 

$1,470  93 


STATEMENT 

Of  Work  done  in  the  Seioing  Department,  in  1849, 

Mattresses,  made, 40 

Towels,  hemmed, 234 

Sheets,  made, 168 

Handkerchiefs,  hemmed, 152 

Shirts,                     made, - 32 

Pillowcases,            do,    94 

Window  curtains,     do,    -•-- 23 

Cravats,  hemmed, 43 

Aprons,                  made, 32 

Skirts,                        do,    20 

Dress  skirts,              do,    27 

Pantalettes,               do,    48 

Undergarments,       do,    - 29 

Nightgowns,            do,    -  16 

Night  caps,              do,    24 

Drawers,                   do,    - 21 

Stockings,  knit, -- 76 

Socks,          do, 22 


REPORT 

Of  the  Building  Committee,  and  Committee  on  Repairs 
and  Improvements. 

To  the  Managers  of  the  New-York  Institution  for  the  Blind. 
The  Committee  on  Repairs  and  Improvements 

Respectfullt  Report: 

That  the  new  building  on  the  Eighth  Avenue,  intended  for  the 
workshops  for  the  blind,  is  now  fully  completed.  It  was  commenced 
in  November,  1848.  Towards  the  close  of  December,  the  work  was 
suspended  in  consequence  of  the  coldness  of  the  weather,  and  was 
not  resumed  until  the  latter  part  of  March.  Considerable  delay 
was  also  caused  during  the  last  summer  by  the  cholera,  which  pre- 
vailed with  peculiar  severity  in  that  part  of  the  city. 

The  building  is  of  brick,  eighty  feet  eight  inches  in  front  by  sixty 
feet  deep,  three  stories  high,  with  basement  and  sub-cellar.  In  the 
basement  are  the  kitchen,  laundry,  eating  room,  and  bathing  rooms, 
too-ether  with  spacious  store  rooms.  In  the  centre  of  the  building, 
on  the  first  floor,  is  a  large  and  commodious  ware  room,  for  the  sale 
of  the  manufactured  articles,  communicating  on  each  side  with  the 
principal  work  shops,  and  behind  it  are  the  sick  rooms.  In  the 
stories  above  are  the  dormitories,  sitting  rooms,  dressing  and  wash- 
ing rooms,  and  the  apartments  of  the  overseer,  with  several  rooms 
not  as  yet  appropriated  to  any  particular  use,  but  which  will  furnish 
additional  workshops  when  required. 

The  arrangement  throughout  is  in  the  highest  degree  convenient, 
and  the  plan  is  such,  that  little  or  no  space  is  lost. 

The  building  has  been  constructed  in  accordance  with  the  use  for 
which  it  is  intended.  It  is  therefore  plain,  though  substantial  in  its 
character,  with  no  unnecessary  expenditure  for  beauty  of  finish  or 
any  architectural  effect.  The  object  has  been  to  make  it  suitable 
for  the  purpose,  and  to  keep  within  the  present  means  of  the  insti- 
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stitution.  Whatever  is  calculated  to  promote  the  comfort  and 
health  of  the  inmates,  has  been  kept  steadily  in  view,  while  all  that 
is  merely  ornamental  has  been  uniformly  omitted.  Due  attention  has 
been  given  to  the  warming  and  ventilation  of  the  building,  and  a 
plentifbl  supply  of  water  has  been  distributed  throughout.  Four  hot 
air  furnaces  have  been  furnished  by  Messrs.  James  Beebe  &  Co., 
which  thus  far  have  given  satisfaction,  and  will  no  doubt  supply  the 
requisite  degree  of  warmth. 

It  was  feared  during  the  period  of  construction,  owing  to  the  wet- 
ness of  the  soil,  that  the  cellar  would  be  unfit  for  use;  but  by  pro- 
per drainage,  the  difficulty  has  been  obviated,  and  since  the  furnaces 
have  been  in  use,  it  has  become  quite  dry,  and  furnishes  an  excellent 
place  for  the  storage  of  fuel,  and  will  be  found  useful  for  keeping 
materials  for  manufactures. 

Owing  to  the  nature  of  the  soil,  and  also  to  the  fact  that  rock 
was  met  with  at  one  corner  of  the  building,  which  it  was  necessary 
to  blast,  apprehensions  were  entertained  that  a  settlement  might  take: 
place  unequally,  which  would  cause  the  walls  to  crack.  But  no 
such  effect  has  as  yet  been  observed,  which  may  perhaps  be  attributed' 
to  the  length  of  time  spent  in  construction,  and  to  the  total  cessa- 
tion of  the  work  for  months  when  the  walls  were  only  partly  raised. 

In  the  annexed  statement  will  be  found  the  amount  expended.  To 
this  is  to  be  added  a  bill  for  extra  plumbing  of  $61.97,  which  will 
make  the  cost  of  the  building  entirely  completed  $16,297.76,  being 
an  excess  of  $1,297.76  beyond  the  appropriation  by  the  State,  which 
has  been  paid  out  of  the  general  fund.  This  extra  cost  beyond  the 
original  estimate,  has  been  caused  in  part  by  a  deviation  from  the 
plan  in  the  construction  of  the  rear  area.  At  first  it  was  intended 
merely  to  slope  the  earth  down  to  a  little  below  the  level  of  the 
basement  floor,  and  to  sod  it.  This  being  found  objectionable,  it 
was  decided  to  build  an  area  wall,  which,  together  with  the  iron 
railing,  was  attended  -with  an  expense  of  nearly  |400.  Outside 
privies  were  not  included  in  the  first  estimate  ;  these  have  been  con- 
structed and  made  to  connect  with  the  sewer  at  a  cost  of  $219,43. 
A  much  larger  boiler  than  at  first  proposed,  with  a  separate  appa- 
ratus for  heating  it,  as  occasion  may  require,  was  thought  desirable, 
in  order  to  have  an  unfailing  supply  of  hot  water,  and  which  it  may 
be  remarked  it  is  found  abundantly  to  furnish.  These  different  items, 
together  with  extra  bills  of  plumbing  rendered  necessary  by  the 
wants  of  the  manufacturing  department,  and  with  the  amount  paid 
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the  architect  for  his  services  in  drawing  plans  and  superintending  the 
work,  with  other  small  expenses  given  in  the  statement  annexed,  will 
account  for  the  sum  expended  beyond  that  at  first  contemplated.  It 
is  believed,  however,  that  no  expenditures  has  been  made  without 
sufficient  reasons,  and  without  a  corresponding  advantage  which  fully 
justified  it. 

The  expenditures  on  the  main  building  during  the  year  amount  to 
$596.39,  of  this  a  large  item  has  been  for  the  repair  of  the  boiler 
in  the  kitchen.  The  apparatus  has  been,  however,  greatly  improved, 
and  is  found  far  more  efficient  in  generating  steam  than  it  ever  was 
before  its  alteration. 

The  south  privy  has  been  filled  up,  and  a  connection  made  with 
the  sewer.  As  this  was  obliged  to  be  contracted  in  its  size  where  it 
passes  under  the  new  building,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  connect 
only  one  privy  at  first,  to  ascertain  if  its  contents  would  be  discharg- 
ed into  the  sewer  in  the  8th  Avenue  without  becoming  obstructed  ; 
as  this  is  found  to  be  the  case,  the  connection  of  the  other  may  be 
made  whenever  the  convenient  time  arrives. 

The  tin  roof  of  the  north  wing  has  just  received  a  coat  of  mineral 
paint.  This  roof  it  was  thought  would  require  to  be  renewed  several 
years  since,  but  by  some  immaterial  repairs  it  has  been  made  to  an- 
swer without  much  inconvenience  from  leaks.  If  the  experiment 
with  this  new  substance  shall  succeed,  the  expense  of  it  is  but  small 
and  a  great  point  will  have  been  gained.  If  it  does  not  it  will  then 
be  necessary  to  renew  the  rooL 

The  subject  of  warming  the  main  building  has  been  before  the 
committee,  but  with  the  intervention  of  the  cholera  and  other 
causes  preventing,  nothing  has  been  carried  into  effect.  Some  plan 
however  will  now  be  devised,  which  may  be  put  in  operation  during 
the  ensuing  season. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EDWARD  JONES, 
ROBERT  J.  MURRAY, 
GEO.  F.   ALLEN, 

Commitiee, 
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Total  cost  of  the  new  building  on  the  8th  Avenue, 

Amount  paid  Rogers  &  Brush,  masons,  as 

per  contract, $7,685  00 

Amount  paid  Rogers  &  Brush,  masons  for 

extra  work, 515   70 

$8,230  70 

Amount  paid  H.  Dobbs  &  Son,  carpenters, 

as  per  contract, $5,286  00 

Amount  paid  H.  Dobbs  &  Son,  for   extra 

work, 75   18 

5,361  18 

Amount  paid  J.  Aikin,  plumber's  work, 1, 179  95 

"  J.  Beebe  &  Co,,  furnace  ranges,  &c.,  —    '         881  35 

"  J.  Aird  &  Co.,  materials  &  work  on  privies,  2 19  43 

"  C.  Pollard,  architect, 210  00 

"  G.  R.  Jackson,  iron  railing, 75  13 

"  Henry  Waters,  whitewashing, 40  00 

"  Z.  N.  Hoffman,  plumbing  to  privy, 23  05 

"  J.  E.  Sewell,  surveying, 15  00 

$16,235  79 

New- York,.  31  December ,  1849. 

Of  the  above,  $15,000  was  received  from  the  State,  and  the  bal- 
ance paid  out  of  the  general  fund  of  the  institution. 

SILAS  BROWxV,  Treasurer. 

Expenses  for  repairs,  Sfc,  to  main  building., 

Stillman  &  Allen,  for  repairs  to  boiler, 270  3 1 

'Carpenter's  bill  for  repairs, - 16 1  09 

Plumber, 81   38 

Masons, 73  74 

Regulating  grounds,--- • • -  9  87 

$596  39 


REPORT 
Of  the  Attending  Physician. 

To  the  Managers  of  the  New-York  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

Gentlemen:  The  Visiting  Physician  respectfully  reports,  that 
the  period  since  his  last  annual  report  has  been  one  unparalleled  in 
the  history  of  the  Institution,  for  the  larger  number  requiring  medical 
treatment,  as  well  as  the  severity  of  the  attacks. 

There  have  been  eleven  deaths:  ten  of  pupils  residing  at  the  In- 
stitution, and  one,  a  lad  who  left  early  in  June,  with  unmistakable 
evidences  of  tubercular  disease  of  the  lungs;  he  died  in  September 
last  at  his  parents'  house  in  this  city,  Among  the  pupils  there  were 
five  deaths  by  cholera,  with  an  aggregate  attendance  of  140  inmates. 

Prompt  measures  were  taken  on  the  first  appearance  of  the  epi- 
demic to  procure  the  dispersion  of  the  pupils,  as  the  cases  presented 
more  than  its  usual  malignity. 

This  is  satisfactorily  explained  by  the  marked  predisposition  of  the 
blind  to  inflammatory  affections  of  the  abdominal  viscera,  together 
with  their  fatal  infatuation  in  concealing  the  premonitory  symptoms 
notwithstanding  repeated  and  positive  injunctions  to  report  them- 
selves on  the  slightest  appearance  of  diarrhcea. 

A  few  cases  of  measles  and  chicken-pox,  of  a  very  mild  type,  ap- 
peared at  separate  intervals  among  the  smaller  pupils.  These  were 
the  only  diseases  of  a  contagious  character  noted. 

I  must  not  omit  to  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  Dr.'^Bliss,  for 
his  kindness  and  continuous  attention  during  the  prevalence  of  the 
late  epidemic,  having  been  prevented  by  severe  illness  from  discharg- 
ing my  duties  during  the  month  of  July. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

J.  W.  G.  CLEMENTS. 
Mw-York,  Jan.  1,  1850. 
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REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  the  Board  of  Mana- 
gers of  the  *'New-YorkInstitution  for  the  Blind." 


The  Committee  on  Finance  submit  their  annual  report  : 

The  receipts  into  your  treasury  during  the  year  past,  from  all 
sources,  have  been  |29,278.21,  which,  with  $839.64,  a  balance 
in  the  treasury  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  shews  an  aggre- 
gate amount  of  $30,117.85  available  for  meeting  demands  upon  the 
same.  The  total  amount  of  disbursements  by  the  treasurer  during 
the  current  year,  including  the  sum  of  $1,235.79  for  completing  the 
new  building,  is  |28,451.19,  leaving  a  balance  of  $1,666.66  in  the 
treasury  on  the  1st  instant. 

For  a  detail  of  the  items  of  receipts  and  disbursements  respective- 
ly, your  committee  refer  to  the  annexed  memorandum  of  donations, 
and  the  accounts  current  of  the  treasurer,  as  arranged  under  their 
proper  heads. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  BEERS, 
ROBERT   GRACIE, 
HENRY  SHELDEN, 
Committee  on  Finance. 
January  7th,  1850, 


DONATIONS 

To  the  New- York  Institution  for  the  Blind  during  the 

year  1849. 


From  legacy  of  P.  G.  Stuyvesant,  per  Gerard  Stuyvesant  and  Ham- 
ilton Fish,  executors, $3,000  00 

Mrs.  Henry  Laight, - 5  00 

Jacob  Kanzig,  — - 0  27 

"  IViends  to  the  Institution,"  in  note  from  Mrs.  Ma- 
ria Banyer  to  the  president, 30  00 

William  Boggs, 3  00 

Albany  and  Schenectady  Railroad,  (fare  returned,)  5  00 

A.  Decker, 5  00 

J.  A.  King,  (annual  subscription,) 5  00 

J.P.Crosby,             do.                    5  00 

A.  Schell,                 do.                  5  00 

Contribution  box, -  26  43 

Net  proceeds  annual  exhibition  at  Tabernacle, 296  87 

Total, $3,386  57 

SILAS  BROWN, 

Treasurer. 
^etoYorkf  Jan.  1st,  1850. 


Sundry  Donations  in  1849. 


Courier  &  Enquirer,  half  subscription, $5  00 

Comnaercial  Advertiser,         do  6  00 

Evening  Post,  do  5  00 

Evangelist,  gratis,--* 2  50 

Churchman,  do     -- 2  50 

Protestant  Churchman,  do     2  50 

Christian  Advocate,  do     -- 2  50 

Intelligencer,  do     -         2  50 

Baptist  Recorder,  do     2  50 

Semi- weekly  Argus,  do     - - -  4  00 

From  the  Rector,  church-wardens  and  vestry  of  Trinity  church  in  the 
city  of  New-York,  a  plot  of  ground  in  Trinity  Church  Cemetery. 
From  the  Sabbath  School,  No.  57,  Canal-st.  church,  a  quantity  of  cake. 
From  Mr.  Davy,  cask  of  cider,  some  fowls  and  butter,  1  bbl.  of  apples. 
Porter  &  Knapp,  2  pairs  of  chickens. 
Anonymous,  McAuley's  History  of  England,  2  vols. 

Pies  for  Thanksgiving. 

Box  of  candy  for  New- Year 

Pies  for  New- Year. 


Treasurer's  Report. 


J^eW'York  Institution  for  the  Blind  in  account  with  Silas  Brown 

Treasurer. 

1849.  Dr. 

To  cash  paid  as  per  vouchers  from  the  following  committees : 

Committee  on  Supplies. 

For  provisions  and  groceries, $6,793  84 

Wages  of  matron  and  servants, 2,155  65 

Dry  goods  and  clothing, - 1,702  62 

House-keeping  articles, - 526  80 

Stable  expenses, • -  378  18 

Fuel, 686  75 

Stationery  and  postage, 110  46 

Hospital  expenses, 439  89 

$12,794  19 

Domestic  Expenses  of  the  Manufacturing  Department. 

For  provision, -        $92  12 

Dry  goods, -         406  73 

House-keeping  articles, 610  39 

Fuel, ^ 361  69 

$1,470  93 

Committee  on  Manufactures. 

For  instructors'  salaries, $900  00 

Materials, 1,978  15 

Wages  paid  blind  workers, 856  32 

3,734  47 


Carried  forward,- 
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Brought  forward, $ 

Committee  on  Music. 

For  instructors'  salaries, $1,515  00 

Instruments,  repairs  and  music, 74  49 

$1,589  49 

Committee  on  Instruction. 

To  instructors'  salaries, $995  83 

Stationery,  books  and  printing, 300  66 

Printing  annual  report, 55  35 

$1,351  84 

Committee  on  Repairs  and  Improvements 

Stillman  &  Allen, for  repairs  to  boiler,---       $270  31 

Carpenters'  bills  for  repairs, 161  09 

Plumbers'  "  "      81  38 

Masons'  "  "      73  74 

Regulating  grounds,  &c., 9  87 

$596  39 

Committee  on  Finance. 

Paid  James  Boorman  on  account  of  real 

estate,  being  in  full, $4,293  36 

Salary  of  superintendent, 999  99 

Insurance,  (main  building,)  - -         254  65 

(new  building,)    116  25 

Postages,  freight,  taxes,  &c.,- -  13  84 

Balance  transferred  from  the  general 

fund  to  the  building  fund, 1,235  79 

6,913  'SS 

Balance  due  the  Institution,  31st  Dec,  1849, $1,666  66 
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$30,117  85 
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Cr. 


By  balance  due  Institution  June  1st,  1849,  $839  64 

Cash  New-York  State  pupils, 13,109  72 

Annual  appropriation, -  5,000  00 

Cash  New  Jersey  State  pupils, 1,361  37 

From  counties  for  clothing, 1,766  33 

Subscriptions  and  donations, -  3,386  57 

Sales  of  manufactures. 2,654  86 

Sales  of  sundries, 264  60 

Board  and  tuition  of  pay  pupils, $1,096  35 

Board  of  education, 541  91 

Interest, 96  50 


$30,117  85 


1850.  Jan.  1st.  By  balance  due  to  the  Institution, —       $1,666  66 

SILAS  BROWN,  Treasurer, 
Audited  and  found  correct. 
C.  BeerSj 

Robert  Gracie, 
Henry  Shelden, 

Committee  on  Finance. 
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FIFTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


MANAGERS 


NEW-YORK  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND, 


THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE. 


MADE     IN     CONFORMITY     TO     LAW 

FEBRUARY,  1851. 
FOR    THE    PRECEDING    YEAR. 


NEW- FORK: 

E&BERT    &    KllSra    PRINTERS, 
374  Pearhstreet, 

(successors     to    M.   DAl's    PRE33.) 

1851. 


MANAG-ERS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION 

FOR  1851. 


SILAS  BROWN, 
ANSON  G.  PHELPS, 
GEORGE  F.  ALLEN, 
ISAAC  WOOD, 
ROBERT  GRACIE, 
ROBERT  I.  MURRAY, 
CYRENIUS  BEERS, 
ROBERT  L.  CASE, 
JOHN  P.  CROSBY, 
JAMES  MARSH, 


WM.  R.  THURSTON,  Jr., 
HENRYJSHELDEN, 
JOHN  A.  KING,  Jr., 
AUGUSTUS  SCHELL, 
MAHLON  DAY, 
GEORGE  F.  JONES, 
JOHN  G.  ADAMS, 
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EEPORT. 

TO  THE  HONORABLE  THE    LEGISLATURE  OF  THE 
STATE  OF  NEW- YORK. 

In  presenting  their  Fifteenth  Annual  Report,  the 
Managers  of  the  New- York  Institution  for  the  Bhnd 
congratulate  themselves  upon  being  able  to  represent 
its  affairs  as  still  in  a  prosperous  condition.  Nearly 
twenty  years  have  elapsed  since  its  establishment,  and 
from  the  first  feeble  effort  with  three  pupils  taken  from 
the  Alms-house,  to  be  instructed,  "  by  way  of  experi- 
ment," in  a  small  room  in  Canal  street,  its  numbers 
now  amount  to  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty,  inhabiting 
an  edifice  which  is  an  ornament  to  our  city,  and  which 
could  afford  ample  accommodations  for  many  more. 
Three  hundred  and  sixty-one  pupils  have  enjoyed  the 
opportunities  for  a  thorough  education  within  its  walls, 
many  of  whom  are  now  occupying  respectable  positions 
as  useful  members  of  society,  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  state 
of  independence  and  comfort,  from  which,  but  for  these 
advantages,  they  must  for  ever  have  been  debarred. 
Another  portion  remain  with  us,  earning  a  good  living 
in  connection  with  our  Manufacturing  Department, 
where  they  are  also  afforded  opportunities  for  men- 
tal culture  and  social  enjoyment,  while  the  remainder 
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are  passing  through  that  system  of  discipline  and 
training  which  is  to  fit  them  for  the  same  career  of  use- 
fulness and  happiness. 

One  of  our  former  pupils  is  in  charge  of  an  institu- 
tion for  the  blind  in  the  state  of  Mississippi ;  during 
the  past  year  another  has  been  appointed  professor  of 
music  in  an  institution  in  Michigan ;  and  a  third  to  the 
charge  of  the  manufacturing  department  of  the  institu- 
tion in  Tennessee.  One  has  long  been  employed  as  an 
instructor  of  handicraft  in  the  Ohio  institution,  and 
another  in  the  institution  in  Illinois.  One  of  our  female 
graduates  is  lucratively  employed  as  organist  and  teach- 
er of  music  in  Milwaukie  ;  and  one  of  our  young  men 
has,  during  the  last  year,  established  himself  well  in 
a  similar  situation  in  Western  New-York.  Another 
has  entered  into  mercantile  business  at  Dansville  with 
every  prospect  of  success,  and  several  others  have, 
during  the  same  period,  found  employment  as  organists 
and  teachers  of  music  in  this  city,  with  the  most  en- 
couraging prospects.  One  has  become  a  teacher  of  a 
common  school  in  the  county  of  Delaware,  and  another 
is  pursuing  the  trade  of  basket  making  in  the  same 
county  with  much  success. 

We  feel  that  the  day  of  doubt  and  uncertainty  has 
gone  by — that  the  experiment  of  educating  the  blind 
and  fitting  them  for  usefulness  and  independence  has 
succeeded.  The  results  recorded  above  are  sufficient 
of  themselves  triumphantly  to  vindicate  the  wisdom 
which  conceived,  and  the  perseverance  which,  in  the 
face  of  every  discouragement,  carried  on  to  a  success- 
ful issue,  the  scheme  for  ameliorating  the  condition  of 
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the  blind,  and  elevating  them  to  an  equality  with  their 
fellow  beings. 

The  New- York  Institution  Tor  the  Blind  is  now 
placed  upon  a  permanent  footing.  Its  support,  as  one 
of  the  institutions  entitled  to  its  bounty,  has  become 
the  settleti  pohcy  of  the  State.  New-York  recognizes 
the  right  of  all  her  children  to  an  education  at  her  hands, 
and  ha  i  made  amplo  provision  that  her  unfortunate  off- 
spring  shall  not  be  deprived  of  that  which  is  one  of  the 
chief  sources  of  happiness  to  all,  and  to  these  espe- 
cially, almost  their  only  solace.  By  means  of  the  edu- 
cation which  she  has  given  to  her  blind  children,  she 
has  placed  them  in  a  condition  of  independence  and 
happiness.  To  be  bhnd  is  in  itself  a  sad  affliction,  but 
when  blindness  is  accompanied  with  entire  dependence, 
as  it  has  been  hitherto,  the  calamity  becomes  infinitely 
aggravated.  Man  yearns  after  independence  as  a  plant 
reaches  after  light,  and  the  harmonious  development  of 
his  faculties  in  a  state  of  dependence,  is  just  as  impos- 
sible as  it  would  be  for  an  oak  to  attain  its  full  propor- 
tions in  the  gloom  of  a  cavern. 

But  aside  from  the  benefits  which  education  confers 
upon  the  blind  themselves,  merely  pecuniary  considera- 
tions fully  justify  the  policy  of  our  State.  It  is  well 
known  that  by  far  the  greater  proportion  of  the  blind 
are  in  indigent  circumstances,  both  because  the  poor 
constitute  a  large  class  everywhere,  and  because,  from 
the  want  of  proper  medical  attendance  and  other  care, 
a  greater  number  become  blind  from  this  class,  propor- 
tionally, than  from  any  other.  But  for  the  education 
they  receive,  and  the  means  of  usefulness  put  into  their 
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hands  at  institutions  especially  established  for  their  in- 
struction, they  must  pass  the  whole  of  life  in  a  state  of 
absolute  dependence,  either  upon  their  friends  or  the 
public,  and  experience  has  hitherto  shown  that  the  bur- 
den falls  chiefly  on  the  latter.  As  the  tenants  of  alms- 
houses, or  beggars  by  the  way-side,  the  lot  of  the  blind 
has  served  only  to  excite  the  commisseration  of  their 
fellow  beings  and  afford  scope  for  the  exercise  of  char- 
ities, which  prolonged  indeed,  but  very  slightly  alleviated 
their  wretchedness. 

Those  who  have  formed  their  opinions  of  the  blind, 
from  individual  cases  which  may  have  come  under 
their  observation,  invariably  suppose  that  they  must  of 
necessity  be  melancholy  and  unhappy.  This  arises 
partly,  no  doubt,  from  abstract  considerations  of  the 
sadness  of  the  misfortune,  but  in  a  great  degree  also 
from  the  fact,  tiiat  every  blind  person  they  have  ever 
seen  was  unhappy — a  prey  to  perpetual  and  gloomy 
despondency.  Such  people  are  struck  with  surprise 
and  pleasure  at  the  cheerful,  and  even  happy  aspect 
which  a  community  of  blind  persons  presents.  They  are 
scarcely  wilhng  to  believe  their  own  eyes.  The  excla- 
mations, "How  happy  they  all  seem;  "How  cheerful;" 
"  Why  they  do  not  seem  at  all  sad,"  are  constantly  re- 
peated by  the  visitors  at  such  institutions,  evincing  the 
fact,  that  with  them  the  state  of  blindness  had  always 
been  associated  with  images  of  wretchedness,  and  it 
requires  some  little  time  to  enable  them  to  realize  the 
truth,  that  unhappiness  is  not  a  necessary  consequence 
of  that  misfortune — that  a  human  being  may  be  blind 
and  yet  not  be  miserable. 
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The  mind  of  an  uneducated  person  born  blind,  must, 
in  a  great  measure  be  a  blank,  and  his  body,  from  the 
want  of  employment,  dwarfish  and  weakly.  Isolated 
from  the  rest  of  mankind  he  is  separated  from  most  of 
the  sources  of  human  happiness  by  a  gulf  which  he 
cannot  pass,  until  at  length  his  sympathies  die  within 
him,  and  he  almost  fancies  himself  a  creature  of  a  dif- 
ferent species,  having  in  reality  nothing  in  common  with 
those  to  whom  he  only  seems  to  be  united  by  the  ties  of 
a  kindred  nature. 

It  is  natural  that  such  a  person  should  be  gloomy 
and  sad ;  but  when  his  mind  is  expanded  and  developed 
under  the  genial  influence  of  education ;  when  he  has 
come  to  know  and  feel  that  he  has  other  relations  to 
those  about  him,  than  those  of  a  withering  dependence, 
and  that  by  mental  culture  he  has  been  raised  to  an 
equality  with  them  ;  when  the  exercise  of  his  faculties, 
both  physical  and  mental,  has  given  him  the  conscious- 
ness that  he  possesses  the  powers,  and  may  exert  the 
influence  of  a  man,  and  that  the  objects  v  hich  stimulate 
their  ambition  lie  within  his  reach  also,  his  countenance 
begins  to  brighten,  his  tone  to  become  more  cheerful, 
and  his  whole  being  undergoes  a  change  which  presents 
a  striking  contrast  to  his  previous  condition. 

There  are  at  the  present  time  connected  with  our  in- 
stitution one  hundred  and  forty-four  bhnd  persona, 
namely,  thirty-three  in  the  manufacturing  department, 
six  graduated  pupils  employed  in  various  capacities  in 
the  institution,  and  one  hundred  and  five  pupils.  At 
the  date  of  our  last  report  the  whole  number  of  inmates 
was  one  hundred  and  thirty-five.     Of  the  pupils  at  pre- 
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sent  in  the  institution,  ninety-four  are  beneficiaries  of 
the  State  of  New- York,  four  of  the  State  of  New- Jersey, 
two  are  supported  by  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration, 
and  five  are  pay  pupils. 

On  the  first  of  January,  1 850,  there  remained  a  bal- 
ance in  the  treasury  of  $1,666.66.  During  the  year,  the 
receipts  from  all  sources  have  amounted  to  the  sum  of 
$36,497.0 1 ,  and  the  expenditures  to  $36,285.90,  leaving 
an  unexpended  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  institution 
on  the  3lst  December  of  $211.11. 

The  expenses  during  the  year  have  been  largely  in- 
creased by  the  assessments  for  paving  the  Eighth  Avenue 
and  Thirty-third  street,  by  the  fitting  up  and  furnishing 
of  the  Manufacturing  Department,  and  by  sundry  ex- 
tensive and  important  repairs  and  improvements ;  the 
latter  tending  to  increase  the  comforts  and  convenien- 
ces of  the  institution,  and  the  former  in  part  rendered 
necessary  in  consequence  of  the  defective  manner  in 
which  some  of  the  plumbing  had  been  originally  done. 
During  the  summer  also,  the  building  of  our  new  Man- 
ufacturing Department  was  partially  unroofed  by  the 
severe  gale  which  swept  over  our  city  in  the  month  of 
July,  the  repairs  consequent  to  which  constitute  a 
pretty  large  item  in  the  aggregate  of  our  extraordinary 
expenses. 

The  payment  of  several  legacies  recently  left  to  the 
institution  has  enabled  the  Board  to  meet  these  un- 
usual and  heavy  drafts  upon  its  treasury  without  em- 
barrassment. 

The  introduction  of  gas  into  our  new  building,  which 
it  is  highly  desirable  to  accomplish  at  the  earhest  pos- 
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sible  moment,  will,  probably,  more  than  exhaust  the 
balance  remaining  in  the  treasurer's  hands  ;  and  should 
the  assessment,  soon  to  be  levied,  for  the  construction 
of  a  sewer  in  the  Ninth  Avenue,  (which,  owing  to  the 
rocky  nature  of  the  soil  has  been  an  extremely  expen- 
sive undertaking)  be  rigidly  exacted,  the  institution 
must  fall  in  arrears,  as  its  income  from  regular  sources 
barely  suffices  for  its  economical  and  necessary  ex- 
penses. The  Board  entertain  the  hope  that  the  author- 
ities of  our  city  will  adopt  a  lenient  policy  towards  an 
institution  which  derives  its  entire  support  from  the 
pubhc,  and  remit  the  tax  for  an  improvement,  which, 
in  this  instance,  can  never  be  of  the  slightest  possible 
utility  to  it,  but  which,  if  payment  be  insisted  on,  must 
entail  upon  it  an  embarrassing  debt,  and  divert  from 
their  legitimate  channels,  the  streams  of  that  bounty, 
whose  every  drop  should  flow  only  to  alleviate  the  mis- 
fortunes of  the  class  for  whom  they  were  designed. 

During  the  past  year  the  blind  have  met  with  a  great 
loss  in  the  death  of  one  of  the  most  faithful,  intelligent 
and  active  members  of  our  Board.  John  Wood,  in- 
deed, had  a  hereditary  right  to  be  prominent  in  every 
good  work,  and  particularly  in  every  effort  to  amelio- 
rate the  condition  of  the  blind,  being  a  son  of  the  ven- 
erable Samuel  Wood,  whose  long  life  of  benevolence 
was  crowned  by  the  success  of  our  institution,  which 
owed  to  him  in  a  very  great  degree  its  first  origin,  and 
its  support  through  the  earlier  and  more  trying  portion 
of  its  career. 

Mr.  Wood  became  one  of  the  managers  of  the  New- 
York  Institution  for  the  Blind  in  the  year  1841,  and 
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immediately  took  an  active  part  in  all  the  duties  devolv- 
ing upon  the  Board,  which  he  continued  almost  up  to 
the  day  of  his  decease.  His  interest  in  the  cause  of 
the  blind  never  seemed  to  flag,  but  on  all  occasions  he 
was  ready  to  render  his  services  with  an  honest  hearty 
good  will,  which  excited  the  zeal  of  others.  His  friend- 
ly, cordial  nature  led  him  to  cultivate  an  intercourse 
with  om-  pupils,  which  made  his  death  a  social  bereave- 
ment to  them,  and  those  who  were  officially  connected 
with  him  will  not  soon  forget  his  practical  judgment, 
business  capacity,  and  straight  forward  integrity. 

At  their  first  meeting  after  his  decease,  the  Board 
adopted,  unanimously,  resolutions  expressive  of  their 
esteem  and  regret,  copies  of  which  are  annexed  to  this 
report. 

The  inmates  of  the  establishment  have  enjoyed  al- 
most uninterrupted  health  during  the  year.  A  few 
cases  of  dysentery,  generally  of  a  mild  character,  oc- 
curred in  the  summer,  and  constitute  almost  the  only 
cases  that  have  required  the  attention  of  the  physician. 
Once  only  has  death  been  permitted  to  enter  our  family- 
Mary  Rutherford,  of  St.  Lawrence  County,  a  girl  of 
about  18,  who  had  been  suffering  from  a  dropsical  af- 
fection for  several  years,  died  early  in  the  month  of 
September.  She  was  a  very  retiring  and  amiable  girl, 
and  had  won,  by  the  patient  resignation  with  which  she 
bore  her  long  illness,  the  deepest  sympathies  of  all.  It 
is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  add  that  she  did  not  shrink  in 
the  trying  hour,  but  departed  cheerfully,  sustained  by 
the  confident  hope  of  a  blessed  immortality. 

Regularity  in  the  mode  of  life,  and  the  employments 
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at  the  Institution,  mingling  as  they  do,  manual  labor 
with  study ;  alternating  with  periods  of  recreation,  so  as 
to  keep  up  the  pupil's  attention  without  wearying  him 
by  a  too  protracted  application  to  any  one  thing,  tend 
no  doubt,  to  maintain  at  our  institution  a  degree  of 
health,  scarcely  experienced  among  the  same  number 
of  persons  in  private  famihes. 

No  change  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  the  sys- 
tem of  instruction  pursued  at  the  institution.  That  sys- 
tem embraces,  as  has  been  frequently  stated,  a  three-  , 
fold  course,  to  which  all  the  pupils  are  expected  to  ^.t- 
tend.  In  the  school  proper,  all  the  ordinary  branches 
of  an  English  education  are  taught,  including  Natural 
and  Moral  Philosophy,  History,  &c.  All  the  pupils  at- 
tend school,  and  those  of  ordinary  ability  make,  during 
their  period  of  five  or  seven  years  tuition,  a  proficiency, 
which  it  is  believed  will  compare  favorably  with  the 
attainments  of  pupils  in  our  academies  generally.  At 
the  Annual  Examination  in  July,  the  Superintendent  of 
Common  Schools  of  the  city  of  New  York,  was  present, 
and  with  a  large  and  intelligent  audience,  seemed  grati- 
fied with  the  progress  exhibited  by  the  pupils.  The 
School  Department  is  under  the  charge  of  a  principal 
male  and  female  teacher,  aided  by  two  female  assistants ; 
the  latter  being  graduates  of  the  institution.  On  Satur- 
days, the  classes  are  reviewed  by  the  Superintendent. 

Music,  constitutes  also  a  prominent  feature  in  our 
system,  and  is  cultivated  thoroughly  in  both  its  vocal 
and  instrumental  branches,  with  a  view  to  its  affording 
a  means  of  support  as  teachers,  to  a  portion  of  our  pu- 
pils.    To  this  end,  every  pupil  whose  taste  or  ability 
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will  warrant  it,  is  afforded  an  opportunity  to  become 
proficient ;  and  the  Board  have  every  reason  to  be  satis- 
fied with  the  success  which  their  graduates  have  met 
with  in  this  respect.  The  Institution  possesses  two  good 
organs, — a  large  one,  for  the  more  proficient  learners, 
and  a  small  one  for  beginners,  seven  pianos,  and  a  set  of 
instruments  for  a  band.  Instruction  in  this  Department 
is  confided  to  a  Professor  of  Instrumental,  and  another 
of  Vocal  Music,  assisted  by  several  of  our  graduates. 

The  Board  would  bear  cheerful  testimony  to  the  fi- 
delity with  which  the  instructors  in  both  the  School  and 
Musical  Departments  have  discharged  their  duties  ;  and 
feel  confident,  that  in  their  zeal  and  ability,  our  pupils 
are  aflforded  the  opportunity  to  make  rapid  and  thorough 
progress  in  their  studies. 

The  last  feature  in  our  system  of  education,  em- 
braces the  acquisition  of  a  trade,  and  all  the  pupils 
therefore,  who  are  of  suitable  age  and  physical  strength, 
are  required  to  devote  a  portion  of  each  day  to  some 
handicraft  employment.  Besides  the  importance  which 
attaches  to  this  feature  of  our  system,  as  holding  out  to 
our  pupils  a  prospect  of  future  comparative  indepen- 
dence, its  value  to  the  Blind,  as  a  means  of  promoting 
health,  by  the  exercise  which  it  compels  them  to  take, 
cannot  be  over-estimated.  It  is  obvious,  that  the  Blind 
are  by  the  nature  of  their  privation,  incapacitated,  if 
they  were  disposed,  from  taking  much  active  exercise. 
The  various  manual  employments  with  which  they  are 
furnished,  meet  this  want ;  employing  the  mind  agreea- 
bly in  the  attention  which  their  work  requires,  while 
it  aflfords  the  exercise  so  necessary  to  their  continuance 
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in  health,  and  the  proper  development  of  the  physical 
system.  The  command  of  muscle  which  it  gives,  and 
the  confidence  which  it  inspires  in  consequence,  ren- 
ders this  part  of  our  system  of  great  value,  apart  from 
the  more  important  consideration  of  its  affording  a 
means  of  support.  In  one  respect,  the  training  of  the 
muscles  has  the  advantage  over  mental  education,  inas- 
much as  the  former  is  never  lost.  If  we  have  learned  a 
trade,  we  never  forget  it,  but  always  have  it  at  our  fin- 
gers' ends;  whereas  much  of  our  mental  knowledge, 
unless  constantly  kept  bright  by  use,  vanishes  from  the 
memory  altogether.  We  may  forget  how  to  extract 
the  cube  root,  but  we  never  forget  how  to  make  a  bas- 
ket or  a  mat,  if  we  have  once  learned.  Besides,  the 
working  at  trades,  facihties  for  exercise  in  the  open  air, 
are  furnished  by  the  extensive  walks  within  our  premi- 
ses, and  the  gymnastic  apparatus  which  our  pupils  are 
encouraged  and  required  to  use. 

No  circumstance  has  occurred  during  the  year  to  mar 
the  general  good  order  and  harmony,  which  has  long 
characterized  our  little  community.  The  pupils  have 
generally  been  diligent  and  attentive — the  teachers,  com- 
petent and  faithful,  and  the  attainments  made,  satisfac- 
tory. In  few  schools,  containing  the  same  number  of 
pupils,  are  there  so  few  violations  of  discipline ;  so  httle 
difficulty  in  maintaining  order;  so  much  cheerfulness 
and  docility  as  in  ours.  During  the  year,  changes  have 
taken  place  in  the  situations  of  Matron,  Male  Teacher, 
and  Vocal  Instructor,  by  the  resignation  of  those  offi- 
cers, whose  places  have  been  filled  by  others,  with  whom 
the  Board  have  reason  to  be  satisfied.     The  vacancy  in 
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the  department  of  Vocal  Music,  was  occasioned  by  the 
departure  for  Europe  of  Mr.  Geo.  F.  Root.  Mr.  McCle- 
N  AC  HAN,  our  male  teacher,  left  us  to  occupy  a  more  lu- 
crative situation  in  Havana  ;  and  the  matron,  Miss  Ma- 
verick, having  assumed  a  new  relation  in  life,  has  been 
succeeded  by  Mrs.  Sarah  Ames.  Mr.  Thomas  Hast- 
ings, long  and  favorably  known  as  an  instructor  of  Vo- 
cal Music,  has  taken  the  place  of  Mr.  Root,  and  Mr. 
Rabbi  J.  W.  Buckland  that  of  Mr.  McClenachan. 
Mr.  Reiff  still  continues  in  charge  of  the  Instrumental 
Department,  with  which  he  has  now  been  connected 
more  than  fifteen  years.  Miss  S wetland  is  at  the  head 
of  the  Female  Department  of  the  school.  During  the 
year,  two  new  officers  have  been  created  by  the  Board, 
in  consequence  of  the  organization  of  our  Manufactur- 
ing Department,  namely  :  an  Assistant  Superintendent, 
and  an  Assistant  Matron.  To  the  former  of  these,  Mr. 
Theodore  D.  Camp  has  been  appointed,  and  to  the  lat- 
ter, Mrs.  Eliza  Gosweiler.  The  latter  has  charge  of 
the  domestic  affairs  at  the  Manufacturing  Department, 
and  the  former  has  the  general  management  of  the  same, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures 
and  the  Superintendent.  Both  their  new  officers  de- 
serve the  approbation  of  the  Board  for  their  fidelity  and 
zeal  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Our  Superintendent,  Mr.  James  F.  Chamberlain, 
still  devotes  himself  to  the  interests  of  the  Institution ; 
and  the  best  evidence  of  the  attention,  fidehty,  and  abi- 
lity with  which  he  performs  the  arduous  duties  devolv- 
ing upon  him,  is  to  be  found  in  the  good  order  of  the 
establishment,  the  harmony  existing  among  its  inmates, 
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and  the  physical  well-being,  personal  improvement,  and 
moral  deportment  of  our  pupils. 

During  the  year,  our  new  Work  Department,  the 
germ  of  which  was  planted  more  than  six  years  ago,  has 
been  put  in  operation.  The  establishment  of  this  de- 
partment, found  by  experience  to  be  so  necessary,  as  a 
supplementary  element  in  the  system  of  ameliorating  the 
condition  of  the  Blind,  marks  an  era  in  the  progress  of 
benevolent  effort  on  their  behalf,  which  deserves  more 
than  a  passing  notice. 

The  New  York  Institution  for  the  BHnd,  was  the  first 
in  America  to  commence  actual  operations.  The  ob- 
ject aimed  at  by  its  founders,  was  to  improve  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Bhnd  by  educating  them,  and  so  fitting  them  for 
usefulness,  as  to  enable  them  to  take  their  places  in  so- 
ciety. Thus,  it  was  hoped,  and  the  Blind  were  encou- 
raged to  believe,  that  as  school  teachers,  teachers  of 
music,  and  artizans,  they  might  be  enabled,  when  the 
term  of  their  education  had  expired,  to  make  their  way 
through  the  world  without  further  aid.  This  hope  was 
the  corner  stone  in  the  foundation  of  every  institution 
for  the  Blind  in  this  country,  nor  was  it  abandoned,  till 
experience  had  clearly  shewn,  that  for  the  Blind  as  a 
class,  it  could  not  be  reahzed ;  although,  as  we  have  seen, 
there  are  individual  cases,  and  not  a  few,  in  which  this 
result  is  obtained.  The  educated  Blind  are  scattered 
everywhere,  and  as  intelligent  and  useful  citizens,  are 
making  their  way  successfully  against  the  fearful  odds 
that  opposes  their  eflTorts.  But  the  number  of  those  who, 
owing  to  great  force  of  character,  superior  talents,  and 
indomitable  resolution,  are  thus  realizing  the  object  for 
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which  Institutions  for  the  BHnd  were  founded,  is  com- 
paratively small ;  and  it  is  acknowledged,  that  for  those 
who  do  not  possess  these  elements  of  success,  some  fur- 
ther provision  must  be  made,  or  they  must  be  left  to  be- 
come burdens  to  themselves  and  society,  under  circum- 
stances which  must  render  their  condition  infinitely  more 
deplorable  than  before.  It  is  to  obviate  this  result,  that 
the  Manufacturing  Department  of  the  New  York  Insti- 
tution for  the  Blind  was  established. 

This  step  has  not  been  taken,  until  its  necessity  had 
been  fully  demonstrated.  The  Blind  had  been  taught 
to  hope,  that  we  were  putting  into  their  hands  the  means 
of  independence  in  the  trades  we  were  teaching  them. 
We  had  encouraged  them  to  go  forth  and  make  the  ex- 
periment of  self-support.  They  had  made  the  attempt, 
and  although  with  many  instances  of  success,  the  far 
greater  number  found  the  object  unattainable.  The 
bright  hope  that  had  been  cherished  for  years,  which 
had  cheered  the  darkness  of  the  present,  and  illumined 
the  pathway  of  the  future,  was  extinguished.  The  world 
was  made  for  the  seeing — they  began  to  fear  that  there 
was  no  place  in  it  for  the  Bhnd. 

Thus  defeated  and  disappointed,  our  graduated  pu- 
pils came  back  to  us,  and  constant  were  the  apphcations 
for  relief,  which  at  that  time  neither  the  Charter,  nor 
the  existing  arrangements  of  the  Institution  allowed  us 
to  extend  to  them.  To  enable  us  to  meet  this  great 
want,  the  Legislature  extended  our  corporate  powers, 
and  appropriated  the  funds  necessary  to  rear  proper 
buildings.  Under  this  expanded  charter,  and  with  the 
bounty  of  the  State  so  wisely  extended,  the  new  depart- 
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ment  has  been  founded,  and  has  now  for  several  months 
been  in  successful  operation.  And  it  is  with  no  ordifiarv 
feehngs  of  gratification,  that  the  Board  find  themselves 
able  to  report  to  your  Honorable  Bodies,  that  the  suc- 
cess of  this  important  experiment  has  thus  far  met  their 
highest  anticipations. 

The  Work  Department,  now  furnishes  employment 
to  thirty-three  blind  persons  ;  twenty-one  men,  and 
twelve  women.  Of  the  men,  six  are  married,  and  board 
and  lodge  with  their  families  at  home.  It  is  optional 
with  all,  to  board  and  lodge  where  they  choose — the  In- 
stitution merely  furnishes  a  home  to  those  who  cannot 
do  better  elsewhere. 

The  trades  pursued  by  the  men,  are  willow  basket 
making,  carpet  weaving,  mat  and  matrass  making,  and 
we  have  recently  introduced  broom  making.  The  wo- 
men are  principally  employed  at  paper-box  making ; 
plain  sewing,  and  the  making  of  fancy  work,  furnishes 
employment  for  three  or  four. 

In  the  selection  of  trades  for  the  Blind,  the  Board 
have  favored  the  introduction  of  those,  in  which  the  la- 
bor of  the  workman  shall  constitute  as  large  a  portion 
as  possible  of  the  value  of  the  article  produced.  Such 
trades  are  best  adapted  for  them.  They  have  labor  but 
no  capital ;  and  if  it  is  desirable  that  as  few  as  possible 
should  lean  upon  institutions  for  support,  they  must  be 
taught  such  trades  as  will  involve  little  or  no  outlay,  and 
which  they  can  prosecute  for  themselves. 

The  department  for  adults,  is  open  to  every  blind  per- 
son of  proper  age  and  good  moral  character,  on  which 
latter  point  the  Board  insist  upon  having  the  most  satis- 
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factory  testimonials.  The  regulations  for  the  govern- 
m^t  of  the  estabhshment,  are  few  and  simple ;  and  are 
such  only,  as  are  necessary  for  the  good  order  and  hap- 
piness of  any  family.  The  inmates  come  and  go  as  they 
please.  Regularity  in  rising  is  required ;  and  it  is  ex- 
pected that  all  will  have  retired  at  a  seasonable  hour. 
Any  individual  known  to  frequent  improper  places,  or 
to  associate  with  bad  company,  is  not  permitted  to  re- 
main. They  spend  the  evening  in  visiting  their  friends 
in  the  neighborhood,  or  in  the  sitting  rooms,  where,  in 
the  company  of  the  officers  of  the  Institution,  they  en- 
gage in  social  conversation,  or  listen  to  reading.  On 
the  Sabbath,  they  attend  church  either  abroad,  or  in  the 
chapel  at  home,  as  they  choose,  without  restraint.  The 
officers  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  have  presented 
^to  the  estabhshment  two  copies  of  the  Bible  in  raised 
print,  which  are  placed  on  shelves  in  each  sitting-room, 
where  they  are  accessible  to  all. 

The  building  is  so  constructed,  that  the  work-shop 
for  the  women,  with  all  the  apartments  occupied  by 
them,  are  in  one  end  of  it ;  while  the  shop  for  the  men, 
and  their  rooms,  are  at  the  other.  In  the  centre  of  the 
edifice,  which  fronts  on  one  of  the  principal  avenues  of 
the  city,  is  a  sales-room,  for  the  various  articles  manu- 
factured. The  rooms  for  the  officers  of  the  estabhsh- 
ment are  in  the  centre  cf  the  building.  The  dining-room 
is  the  only  one  common  to  both  sexes.  The  sitting- 
rooms  adjoin,  and  may  be  united  by  throwing  open  the 
folding  doors  between  them. 

The  rule  adopted  for  the  division  of  wages,  is  as  fol- 
lows I    Ten  per  cent,  is  deducted  from  the  wholesale 
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price  of  the  article,  to  cover  the  loss  for  waste,  bad 
debts,  interest,  &c.,  and  the  price  of  the  raw  material 
from  the  remainder — the  balance  is  paid  over  to  the 
workman.  Thus,  suppose  a  dozen  baskets  sell  at  whole- 
sale for  six  dollars ;  ten  per  cent  upon  this,  will  be  sixty 
cents,  which  deducted  from  six  dollars,  will  leave  five 
dollars  and  forty  cents  j  from  this,  the  cost  of  the  raw 
material,  say  two  dollars,  is  taken,  and  the  balance,  of 
three  dollars  and  forty  cents  paid  to  the  workman.  Set- 
tlements with  the  inmates,  are  made  quarterly,  when 
they  are  charged  one  dollar  and  a  half  a  week  for  board. 
Deductions  for  sickness  and  absence  are  made,  and  if 
the  individual  has  not  earned  sufficient  to  pay  his  board, 
the  deficiency  must  be  made  up  by  his  friends.  Blind 
persons,  unless  graduates  of  our  own  or  other  institu- 
tions, are  required  to  pay  for  one  quarter's  board  in  ad- 
vance, and  are  credited  for  their  work  as  soon  as  the 
articles  manufactured  by  them  are  saleable. 

Such  blind  persons  as  have  enjoyed  the  advantages  of 
education,  have  acquired  tastes  and  habits  which  lead 
them  to  desire  in  some  degree  the  continuation  of  those 
privileges,  to  which  they  have  been  long  accustomed. 
They  wish  to  enlarge  the  fund  of  their  information  As 
yet,  there  are  but  few  books  published  for  the  blind,  and 
this  will  probably  be  the  case  for  a  long  time  to  come  ; 
and  even  did  the  books  exist,  but  few  have  the  means  to 
procure  them.  They  are  glad,  therefore,  to  listen  to 
reading — they  wish  to  hear  the  news  of  the  day.  In 
short,  they  can  hardly  endure  to  be  cut  off  from  that, 
which  has  become  an  almost  indispensable  requisite  to 
their  happiness :  to  meet  this  want,  instructive  and  inte- 
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resting  books,  and  proper  selections  from  the  public  pa- 
pers are  read  to  them. 

As  the  department  has  been  conducted  during  the 
past  year,  all  the  inmates  have  paid  their  board,  by  far 
the  larger  number  have  been  able  to  clothe  themselves 
respectably,  and  some  have  laid  up  a  few  dollars.  Those 
who  enter  the  establishment  without  any  knowledge  of 
the  trades  pursued  there,  are  necessarily  dependent  upon 
their  friends,  until  they  have  become  so  far  proficient  as 
to  be  able  to  produce  saleable  articles.  Except  these, 
only  one  of  our  inmates,  (one  of  our  own  graduates,  but 
who  has  not  the  full  use  of  her  hands),  has  been  so  de- 
pendent, and  she  only  in  part.  One  or  two  others  may 
have  received  partial  aid  from  their  friends  in  the  matter 
of  clothing.  With  the  department,  however,  their  ac- 
counts have  been  strictly  kept,  and  all  balances  due 
promptly  and  regularly  paid,  at  the  end  of  every  quar- 
ter. And  so  far  as  the  experience  of  a  single  year  can 
determine,  our  efforts  have  been  crowned  with  the  most 
encouraging  success. 

ANSON  G.  PHELPS,  President 
George  F.  Allen,  Secretary. 
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RESOLUTIONS  OF  THE  BOARD  UPON  THE  DEATH 
OP  JOHN  WOOD. 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  have  heard,  with  sincere  grief, 
the  death  of  John  Wood,  for  many  years  one  of  its  most  influ- 
ential, active,  and  efficient  Managers  ;  w^ho  was  at  all  times, 
and  on  all  occasions,  ever  ready  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  pro- 
mote its  welfare  and  prosperity. 

Resolved,  That  we  deeply  sympathize  with  the  afflicted 
family  in  the  death  of  one,  who  in  every  situation  in  life,  was 
faithful,  consistent,  and  exemplary,  and  who  we  firmly  be- 
lieve, has  gone  to  reap  the  rewards  of  a  well-spent  life. 

Resolved,  That  the  suddenness  of  his  death,  again  reminds 
us  of  the  uncertainty  of  life,  and  forcibly  calls  upon  each  of 
us,  so  to  endeavor  to  pass  through  life  as  we  shall  wish  we 
had  done  when  summoned  to  resign  it. 

Resolved,  That  the  date  of  our  deceased  brother's  death  be 
recorded  on  the  minutes  of  the  Institution,  with  these  Reso- 
lutions, and  a  copy  of  the  same,  signed  by  the  President  and 
Secretary,  sent  to  his  bereaved  family. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  INSTRUCTION. 

TO  THE  MANAGERS  OF  THE  NEW-YORK  INSTITU- 
TION FOR  THE  BLIND, 

The  Committee  on  Instruction  respectfully  report : 

That  they  have  reason  to  congnatulate  the  Board  of  Ma- 
nagers upon  the  highly  satisfactory  progress  which  has  been 
made  by  the  pupils,  during  the  past  year,  in  the  various 
branches  in  which  they  have  been  instructed. 

The  branches  principally  taught  are  those  which  will  be 
deemed  of  most  advantage  to  the  pupils  hereafter  in  the 
transaction  of  business,  and  in  affording  to  them  the  enjoy- 
ment of  social  life,  and  the  aptitude  and  facility  with  which 
they  learn  to  read,  and  also  with  which  they  acquire  know- 
ledge, is  remarkable,  when  we  consider  that  they  depend 
almost  entirely  upon  their  sense  of  touch  for  the  improve- 
ment of  their  minds. 

The  pupils  during  the  past  year  have  been  instructed  by 
Mr.  McClenachan  and  Mr.  Buckland,  the  principal  teachers 
in  the  male  department,  and  by  Miss  Swetland,  (assisted  by 
two  graduates)  in  the  female  department.  Mr.  McClena- 
chan received  his  appointment  as  principal  teacher  in  the 
month  of  November  last,  and  Mr.  Buckland  was  selected  to 
succeed  him,  and  the  Committee  take  pleasure  in  according 
to  all  the  teachers  great  attention  and  efficiency  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  respective  duties. 

There  are  now,  one  hundred  and  five  pupils  in  the  schools 
of  this  Institution,  of  whom  fifty-two  are  males,  and  fifty- three 
are  females :  particular  information  with  respect  to  whom, 
is  set  forth  in  the  Tables  hereto  annexed. 
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In  May  last,  the  usual  anniversary  was  held  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  and  the  exhibition  of  the  advance  in  knowledge 
of  our  pupils,  and  of  their  readiness  and  ability  to  impart  the 
same,  was  witnessed  by  a  large  number  of  our  citizens,  who 
expressed  great  gratification  at  the  success  of  the  Institution 
in  ameliorating  the  condition  of  those  who  have  been  placed 
under  its  care. 

The  usual  semi-annual  examination  of  the  pupils  was  held 
at  the  Institution,  in  the  month  of  July  last,  which  afforded 
much  satisfaction  to  all  who  were  present, 

The  subject  of  printing  books  for  the  use  of  the  Blind,  to 
which  the  Committee  have  heretofore  called  the  attention  of 
the  Board,  should  not  be  lost  sight  of — and  whilst  the  Com- 
mittee regret,  that  the  means  of  the  Institution  will  not  allow 
any  considerable  expenditure  for  that  purpose,  at  this  time, 
they  hope,  that  arrangements  will  soon  be  made,  whereby 
those  who  are  thus  afflicted  by  loss  of  sight,  may  have  print- 
ed books,  other  than  those  now  in  use  in  the  schools,  added 
to  their  means  of  enjoyment. 

All  which,  is  respectfully  submitted  : 

New  York,  Dec.  27th,  1850. 

AUGUSTUS  SCHELL,  ^ 

ISAAC  WOOD,  >  Committee. 

GEORGE   F.   ALLEN,) 

The  following,  embraces  a  list  of  studies  pursued  during 
the  past  year,  viz  :  Mental,  Moral,  and  Natural  Philosophy, 
Rhetoric,  History,  Chemistry,  Arithmetic,  Analysis,  Astro- 
nomy, Grammar,  Geography,  Mental  Arithmetic,  Reading 
and  Spelling. 

The  pupils  are  divided  into  five  classes,  according  to  their 
attainments  ;  and  the  course  of  study  is  adapted  to  their  pro- 
gress from  year  to  year.  Pupils  who  have  become  blind 
after  receiving  a  partial  education,  enter  the  classes  for 
which  their  previous  attainments  qualify  them. 
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The  first  and  second  classes,  attend  school  in  the  forenoon : 
the  third,  fourth,  and  fifth,  in  the  afternoon.  The  remainder 
of  the  time  is  occupied  in  the  workshops,  and  in  receiving 
lessons  in  music. 

School  commences  at  half  past  seven,  A.  M.,  and  continues 
to  half  past  ten.  Vocal  music  occupies  the  remainder  of  the 
time  till  noon.  In  the  afternoon,  school  commences  at  half 
past  one,  and  continues  till  half  past  four.  The  time  from 
seven,  to  half  past  seven  in  the  morning,  is  devoted  to  read- 
ing the  nev^spapers, — that  from  seven  to  eight  in  the  evening, 
to  other  reading. 

The  text  books  in  use,  are  Herschel's  and  Smith's  Astrono- 
mies ;  Comstock's  and  Arnott's  Natural  Philosophies  ;  Way- 
land's  and  Abercrombie's  Mental  and  Moral  Phhilosophies  ; 
White's  and  Worcester's  Histories ;  Brown's  Grammar ; 
McEUigott's  Analysis ;  Davies'  Arithmetic  ;  Colburn's  Intel- 
lectual Arithmetic ;  Morse's  Geography,  and  the  various 
works  in  raised  letters. 

Number  of  Pupils  pursuing  each  of  the  various  branches  : 

Mental  and  Moral  Philosophy,      .         .  16 

Chemistry, 16 

Natural  Philosophy,       ....  22 

Rhetoric,       .         .  .         .         .         .16 

Astronomy,      .        .  ...  21 

History,       ...  ...       22 

Arithmetic,    .....  28 

Grammar,  .  .  .  .  .      43 

Analysis,       .....  25 

Geography,       ....  .58 

Reading,       .  .  .  .  .  .50 

Mental  Arithmetic,     ...  .58 

Spelling,         ....  ,  40 

There  have  been  engaged  in  the  Literary  Department  dur- 
ing the  year,  two  principal  teachers  ;  one  male,  and  one  fe- 
male, and  two  assistant  female  teachers. 
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LIST    OF     PUPILS 


MALES. 


NAMES. 

Ayres,  Hudson       .     . 
Ball,  James     .     .     . 
Brady,  Michael     .     . 
Bennet,  George 
Callis,  Wm.  H.    .      . 
Clark,  Darling 
Conklin,  Elias     . 
Corey,  Edwin    .     . 
Delano,  Ransom 
Dolston,  Morris     . 
Finchard,  Robert 
Golden,  John     . 
Golden,  Samuel  C.     . 
Goodsel,  Charles     . 
Gibbons,  James 
Green,  Geo.  W.     . 
Hall,  Ezra  A.     . 
Hall,  Lansing 
Haskell,  Franklin  S. 
Hazlitt,  Charles     . 
Henry,  Wm.  W. 
Hyde,  Bartholomew 
Jackson,  Robert  A.  . 
Kopler,  John     .     . 
Kavanagh,  James    . 
La  Page,  Peter     . 
Layton,  Charles 
Lynch,  Michael    . 
Lemon,  George 
McArdle,  Owen    . 
McGrath,  Timothy  . 
McKenna,  Patrick, 
McMeehan,  Francis 
Miner,  Joseph  D.     . 
Minot,  Franklin,  . 
Paul,  Joseph     . 
Quick,  Andrew 


TOWNS 

Hanover,      .     , 

Paris, 

Troy,      .     .     . 

Catharines, 

Frankfort,    . 

Malone,     , 

Newark, 

Geneva,  . 

Lyme,  . 

Honeoye, 

New  York, 

Rockton      .     . 
Tompkins,    . 
Pendleton, 
Fishkill,  .     . 
Williamstown, 
Mount  Morris, 
Mina,       .     . 
New  York, 


Avon,     .     .    . 
New  York, 

a 

Albany,     . 
Newark, 
New  York,     . 
Ossian,     . 
Albany, 
New  York,     . 

a 

Brooklyn,    . 
Kingston, 
Rochester,  . 
New  York,     . 


COUNTY. 

Morris,  N.  J. 
Oneida 
Rensselaer. 
Chemung- 
Herkimer. 
Franklin. 
Essex,  N.  J- 
Ontario. 
Jefferson. 
Monroe. 
New  York. 

Herkimer. 

Delaware. 

Niagara. 

Dutchess. 

Oswego. 

Livingston. 

Chatauque. 

New  York. 


Livingston. 
New  York. 

Albany. 
Essex,  N.  J. 
New  York. 
Allegany. 
Albany. 
New  York. 

(C 

Kings. 
Ulster. 
Monroe. 
New  York. 
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NAMES. 

Remsen,  Geo.  W. 
Roset,  Eberard  J.     . 
Russel,  Alfred  .      , 
Schell,  Jacob  A.       .     • 
Stilson,  Wm.    .     • 
Stanley,  Wm.  H.     .      . 
vSulivan,  Charles 
Theller,  Samuel  . 
Thompson,  Frederick 
Tice,  Abel     .... 
Tilison,  Jeremiah 
Van  Alstine,  Alexander 
Van  Houten,  Crines     , 
Van  Kune,  Samuel    . 
Wright,  Isaac  S-     • 


TOWNS. 

B  ooklyn,    . 

Neiv  York,     . 
Scriba,     .     . 
Wright,    .     . 
Newtown,  .     . 
Goshen,   .     . 
Brooklyn,  .     . 
New  York, 
New  Rochelle, 
Newhurg, 
Rochester,  .     . 
Oswego,  . 
Franklin,  .     . 
New  York, 
Troy, 


COUNTY. 

Kings 

New  York. 

Osicego. 

Schoharie. 

Connecticut. 

Orange. 

Kings. 

New  York. 

Westchester. 

Orange. 

Monroe. 

Oswego. 

Bergen,  N.  J. 

New  York. 

Rensselaer. 


Total, 


52. 


FEMALES. 


NAMES. 

Allen,  Sarah 
Angevine,  Caroline  . 
Barnet, Hannah,  . 
Beattie,  Charlotte     . 
Bride,  Mary- 
Benedict,  Helen  A.  . 
Bradley,  Mary 
Case,  Emily     . 
Crawford,  Mary  . 
Cunningham,  Jeanette 
Davis,  Catharine 
Davis,  Martha     . 
Derrick,  Amelia 
Drake,  Ann  Lucretia 
Flanagan,  Mary  . 
Fleming,  Philena     . 
Fryer,  Mary  A.  . 
Green,  Mary  D. 
GutzlafF,  Eliza    . 
Gutzlaff,  Jessie 


TOWNS. 

Sparta, 

Pleasant  Valley, 
Brooklyn, 
Webster,    . 
New  York,    . 
Litchfield,  . 
New  York,     . 
Utica, 

New  York,   . 
North  Castle,  . 
Brooklyn,     . 

New  York, 
Stockholm, 
Rochester, 
Geneva,  . 
Guilderland,  . 
Fishkill,  . 
Geneva, 


COUNTY. 

Livingston 

Dutchess 

Kings 

Monroe 
New  York 
Herkimer 
New  York 
Oneida 
New  York 
Westchester 
Kings 

New  York 

St.  Laiorence 

Monroe 

Ontario 

Albany 

Dutchess 

Ontario 
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NAMES. 

TOWNS. 

COUNTY. 

Hastings,  Mary  . 

Neic  York, 

Neio  York 

Helmer,  Elizabeth  • 

Phelps,     . 

Ontario 

Herman,  Teresa 

New  Yoi^Jc, 

Neio  Yoj'k 

Kingsbury,  Lucy  A. 

Neiv  Berlin,  . 

Chenango 

Marrin,  Margaret 

Wheatland, 

Monroe 

McAuley.  JNIargaret 

New  York,   . 

New  York 

McGoveran,  Bridget 

(( 

n 

McGregor,  Susan  A.     . 

(( 

a 

McMechan,  Elizabeth 

Brooklyn,     . 

Kings 

Millard,  Lydia    . 

Catskill, 

Green 

Millard,  Sarah 

ii 

« 

Moore,  Martha 

Newbiirg,   . 

Orange 

Pexton,  Elizabeth 

Westmoreland, 

Oneida 

Quimby,  Caroline,  . 

New  York,     . 

New  York 

Robinson,  Ann  Eliza  . 

(( 

« 

Rodney,  Hanah  . 

a 

« 

Sale.  Amanda  T. 

Brooklyn,    . 

Kings 

Sanderson,  Sarah 

New  York,     . 

New  York 

Schroeder,  Sarah 

« 

<( 

Scott,  Margaret 

ii 

« 

Scott,  Elizabeth 

Pougltlieepsie,     . 

Dutchess 

Shaughnessy,  Eliza     . 

New  York,     . 

New  York 

Shordon,  Anna 

n 

n 

Simmons,  Elizabeth 

(( 

(( 

Smith,  Phebe  J. 

« 

« 

Smith,  Mary  E. 

(( 

(( 

Sniflen,  Louisa 

;< 

(( 

Sprung,  Julia 

Albany,     . 

Albany 

Squires,  Jane  . 

Vtica,    . 

Oneida 

Tefft,  Ellen 

Onondaga, 

Onondaga 

Watson,  Eliza 

Brooklyn, 

Kings 

Wood,  Anna 

New  Yoi'k, 

New  York 

Wynn,  Mary 

i( 

i- 

Total, 


53. 
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List  of  Graduates,  and  other  Blind  workmen  and  women  connected  zcilh 
the  Institution. 


Adam,  Michael 
Andrews,  Henry 
Armstrong,  John 
Beck,  John 
Cruser,  Edmund 
Cruser,  Alexander 
Catting,  Abel 
Culleman,  Patrick 
Cole,  Matthew 
Hughes,  Edward 
Hendricks,  John 
Haggerty,  Peter 
Johnson,  James 
King,  Jesse 
Murphy,  Thomas 
Mills,  John 
McDermott,  John 
Mead,  Francis 
Soper,  Thomas 
Trumbull,  David 
Wareham,  David 


An ge vine,  Caroline 
Bullock,  Cynthia 
Connell,  Catherine 
Crocherm,  Sarah 
Crosby,  Frances  J. 
Cruser,  Ann 
Cutter,  Angeline 
Demeree,  Charity 
Hills,  Jane 
Hughes,  Cordelia 
Kennedy,  Catherine 
Murphy,  Ellen 
Mowrey,  Louisa 
McKenna,  Rosanna 
Murray,  Helen 
Plunkett,  Mary  A. 
Scott,  Hester 
Wells,  Lucretia 


Males, 
Females, 


Total, 


Male  Pupils, 
Female  do. 
Graduates  and  others, 


21 

18 

39 

52 
53 
39 


Total, 


144 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  MUSIC. 

TO  THE  BOARD  OF  MANAGERS  OF  THE  NEW- YORK 
INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND, 

The  Committee  on  Music  beg  leave  to  Report  : 

That  the  pupils  who  have  received  instruction  in  music 
during  the  past  year,  give  evidences  of  satisfactory  progress 
and  attention. 

Professor  Reiff  still  has  charge  of  the  instrumental  depart- 
ment, being  ably  assisted  by  Catharine  Kennedy,  Catharine 
CoNNELL,  and  Angeline  Cutter,  the  latter  in  the  place  of 
Mary  Brush,  who  has  gone  to  the  Western  part  of  the  State 
to  instruct.  Mr.  Reiff  continues  his  exertions  to  develope 
talent,  where  discovered,  and  to  report,  as  unfit,  such  as  are 
unable  to  benefit  by  his  lessons.  The  usual  difficulty  with 
the  band,  at  the  commencement  of  a  new  term,  has  been 
greatly  felt  this  year,  nevertheless  it  is  again  in  playing  con- 
dition. 

Profesr:::r  Root  has  within  the  past  month  resigned  his 
situation  as  vocal  instructor.  His  place  has  been  filled  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Hastings,  who  is  well  known  and  has  long  been 
accustomed  to  teaching  choral  music.  In  parting  with  Mr. 
Root,  the  Committee  desire  to  express  their  satisfaction  with 
his  ability  to  train  his  pupils.  Under  his  care  the  choir  has 
greatly  improved,  and  is  now  able  to  accomplish  some  of  the 
most  difficult  music. 

The  expenses  have  been  $1304//^,  and  are  not  so  large  as 
during  the  previous  year.  A  still  further  economy,  it  is 
thought,  will  be  manifested  hereafter,  arising  from  an  ar- 
rangement recently  effected. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  fresh  evidences  of  the  utility 
of  this  department  have  been  furnished  during  the  year. 
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Several  of  those  who  have  recently  graduated  are  now  en- 
gaged in  successfully  supporting  themselves  by  their  musical 
skill  and  acquirements,  either  in  playing  upon  the  organ  in 
churches,  or  in  instructing  upon  the  piano.  Believing  that 
the  system  pursued  by  the  instructors  will  ever  enable  those 
who  strive,  to  accomplish  themselves  in  music  and  to  earn 
their  support  thereby,  this  Committee  cannot  but  recommend 
this  branch  of  education  in  the  Institution  to  the  continued 
favor  of  the  Board. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  A  KING,  Jr.      ) 
GEORGE  F.  JONES,   V  Committee. 
JOHN  G.  ADAMS.       ) 

Mr.  Clement  C.  Moore,  chairman  of  this  Committee  in  the  early  part  of 
the  year,  resigned  his  place  as  Manager  in  July  last — Dr.  John  G.  Adams, 
was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  Committee. 

New-York,  December,  1850. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  MANUFACTURES. 

The  Committee  on  Manufactures  for  the  Blind  again  present 
their  Annual  Report : 

It  will  appear  by  the  annexed  statement  that  the  amount 
of  goods  manufactured,  as  well  as  the  amount  sold,  doubles 
that  of  the  preceding  year. 

The  number  of  Blind  employed  has  also  increased. 

The  competition  experienced  the  past  year  has  not  been 
less  than  that  of  former  years  in  the  different  branches  of 
work  carried  on  in  the  Institution. 

The  Committee  have  in  view  a  change  in  the  arrange- 
ments of  their  department,  by  which  each  branch  shall  be 
conducted  upon  the  principle  of  personal  interest  in  those 
having  its  supervision.  They  hope  to  effect  this  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  Institution  as  well  as  of  the  instructors  in  labor. 
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The  Committee  will  not  rest  satisfied  nor  cease  their  efforts 
until  every  branch  of  business  of  the  Institution  is  placed 
upon  the  best  footing  to  which  it  is  attainable. 

ROBERT  I.  MURRAY, 
JAMES  MARSH, 
JOHN  A.  KING,  Jr. 


STATEMENT 

Of  the  Manufactures  of  the  New-YorJc    Institution  for  the 
Blind,  for  the  year  1850. 

Mat-Making,  Weaving,  and  Willow  Work. 

Dr. 

To  value  of  finished  articles  and  materials  on 

hand,  Dec.  31st,  1849, $1,992  13 

Oost  of  materials  in  1850,         ....  2,28617 

Paid  blind  men  for  wages,  .        .        .        .        .  1,740  24 

Wages  of  instructor  and  per  centages,     .         ,  589  43 


Cr. 

3  of  finished  articles  and  materials, 

Dec.  31st,  1850 

1850 

on 

$6,607  97 

By  valu< 
hand. 
Sales  in 
Balance, 

$3,485  60 

2,511   93 

610  44 

$6,607  97 

fifteenth  annual  repokt.  35 

Paper-Box  Work. 

Dr. 

To  value  of  finislied  articles  and  materials  on 

hand,  Dec.  31st,  1849, 81,453  00 

Cost  of  Materials  in  1850,         ....  1,59755 

Paid  blind  women  for  wages,      ....  797  36 

Wages  of  instructress  and  per  centage,   .        .  378  94 

$4,226  85 

Cr. 

By  value  of  finished  articles  and  materials  on  ^ 

hand,  Dec.  31st,  1850,     .         .         .         .         .  $1,631  68 

Sales  in  1850, .  1,983  63 

Balance,       ,         .         .         .         .         .         .         .  611  54 


$4,226  85 

Fancy-  Work. 
Dr. 

To  cost  of  materials  and  wages  in  1850, 
Balance 

.      $626  87 
62  56 

$689  43 

Cr. 

Materials  on  hand,  Dec.  31st,  1850,     . 
Sales  in  1850, 

.       $194  99 
494  44 

$689  43 
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ARTICLES  MANUFACTURED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


WILLOW  WORK. 

WEAVING. 

Childs'  Chairs,      .     . 

.     19 

Yards  of  Carpet,  .     . 

270 

Dinner  Baskets, .     . 

64 

Coir  Mats,      .     .     . 

3,021 

Hampers,     .... 

.     42 

Jute  Mats,   .     .     .     . 

371 

Market  Baskets, 

.     161 

Matrasses,      ,     .     . 

57 

Toy  Cradles,    .     .     . 

,     54 

Fancy  Mats,    .     .     . 

4 

Toy  Waggons,    .     . 

.       37 

Waggons,    .... 

.     23 

PAPER  BOXES. 

Market  Baskets, 

127 

Reticule       "        •     . 

.     27 

Band  Boxes,  .     .     . 

12,100 

Knife 

.     121 

Shoe      "           .     . 

12,029 

Clothes 

.  758 

Cap        "        ... 

2,700 

Cradles,     .... 

.       47 

Hat       "          .     .     . 

312 

Band-box  Baskets,     . 

.       5 

Fancy    "        ... 

745 

Plate 

1 

Collar    "          .     .     . 

72 

Bottles  Covered,  .     . 

.     79 

Muff      "        ... 

24 

REPOUT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  SUPPLIES. 

The  Committee  on  Supplies,  in  submitting  their  annual 
statement  to  the  Board  of  Managers,  respectfully  state  : 

That  the  usual  system  of  the  domestic  arrangement  and 
economy  of  the  Institution  and  Manufacturing  Department, 
has  been  pursued  under  their  weekly  supervision. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Chamberlain,  Superintendent  of  the  Institution 
and  Manufacturing  Department ;  Mrs.  Sarah  Ames,  Matron 
of  the  Institution ;  Mr.  T.  D-  Camp,  Assistant  Superinten- 
dent, and  Mrs,  Gosweiler,  Matron  of  the  Manufacturing  De- 
partment, have  performed  their  respective  duties  with  great 
assiduity  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  your  Committee. 

The  vacancy  in  the  Committee,  caused  by  the  death  of  our 
beloved  colleague,  Mr.  John  Wood,  was  filled  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  Dr.  Isaac  Wood. 

ISAAC  WOOD,  )  ^ 

ROB'T.  L.  CASE,  ^T     ' 

W.  R.   THURSTON,  Jr.,  )      ^^PP^^^^' 
New  York,  Dec.  26,  1850. 
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EXPENSES  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  SUPPLIES, 
For  the  Year  1850. 


Institution. 

Manufacturing 
Department. 

TotaL 

Groceries  and  Provisions,    - 

$6,137   34 

$2,172  00 

$8,309  34 

Dry  goods  and  clothing, 

1,869  40 

87  55 

1,956  95 

Wages  of  Matron,  Servants,  &c. 

2,124  64 

1,140  40 

3,265  04 

House-keeping  articles, 

549  54 

36  81 

586  35 

Stable  expenses, 

623  30 

38  64 

661  94 

Fuel, 

738  15 

335  25 

1073  40 

Hospital  expenses. 

300  91 

25  31 

326  22 

Stationery  and  Postage, 

67  01 

10  29 

77  30 

Fixtures,  &c.. 

1,364  23 

1364  23 

12,410  29 

5,210  48 

17,620  77 

Plain  Sewing  and  Knitting  done  by  the  Female  Pupils. 


69  Shirts. 

55  Chemises. 

38  Cravats  hemmed. 
118  Tow^els. 
112  Sheets. 

26  Pillovi'  Cases. 

62  Pairs  Stockings. 
154  Handkerchiefs.] 

34  Pairs  Drawers. 


26  Night  Gowns. 
18  Night  Caps. 
57  Pairs  Pantalettes, 
13  Bed  Spreads. 
12  Table  Cloths. 

6  Windov7  Curtains. 
33  Aprons. 
37  Skirts. 
208  Napkins. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMITTEE  ON  REPAIRS  AND  IMPROTEfflENTS. 

TO  THE  MANAGERS  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  INSTI, 
TUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND, 

The   Commiitee    on    Repairs  and  Improvements,  ii^espectfully 
Report : 

That,  during  the  past  year,  improvements  and  repairs  of  a 
very  extensive  nature  have  been  effected. 

The  fence,  between  the  grass  plots  in  the  rear  of  the  New 
Building,  and  also  the  one  between  the  yards  of  the  Old 
Building,  being  in  a  dilapidated  condition,  have  been  renewed 
in  a  more  substantial  manner. 

The  high  board  fences  on  Thirty-third  and  Thirty-fourth 
streets,  have  been  extended  from  the  gateways  on  either 
side  to  the  Western  extremities  of  the  main  building.  This 
improvement  gives  the  premises  a  much  neater  appearance. 
Iron  bars  have  been  placed  on  the  windows  of  the  front 
basement  of  the  New  Building,  and  to  several  a  strong  wire 
netting  has  been  attached  for  greater  protection  and  security. 

During  the  Summer  vacation,  the  Committee  were  busily 
employed — in  the  North  Wing — the  washing  arrangements 
in  the  Boy's  Department,  (which  were  in  a  most  miserable 
condition,)  have  been  entirely  removed  and  replaced  by 
others  of  a  much  more  substantial  character.  The  Bath 
Tubs  in  the  same  apartment  have  been  enclosed  by  a  parti- 
tion, forming  a  small  and  comfortable  room — shower  baths 
have  also  been  erected  therein.  The  privy  on  this  side  of 
the  premises  has  been  connected  with  the  sewer. 

In  the  South  wing,  very  extensive  and  important  repairs 
and  improvements  were  found  to  be  necessary,  and  have, 
consequently,  entailed  on  the  Committee  a  heavy  expense. 
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On  examination,  the  Croton  and  Steam  apparatus  in  the 
Kitchen  and  Laundry,  were  found  to  be  so  exceedingly  de- 
fective as  to  require  an  almost  complete  renewal.  The  waste 
pipes  in  the  cellar  have  also  been  renevvred.  In  the  two  sick 
rooms,  and  in  the  Girl's  domitory,  water  closets  have  been 
placed,  and  also  hot  and  cold  water  arrangements ;  the  com- 
fort and  convenience  of  these  improvements  have  been 
already  greatly  appreciated  by  the  pupils. 

A  portion  of  the  kitchen  has  also  been  partitioned  off,  form- 
ing a  most  excellent  and  comfortable  Bathing  Room  for  the 
use  of  the  officers  of  the  Institution, 

In  the  Chapel,  many  additional  seats  have  been  made  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  inmates  of  the  Institution  and  the 
Sunday  visitors. 

During  the  violent  gale  which  visited  the  city  on  the  19th 
of  July  last,  the  greater  portion  of  the  roof  of  the  New 
Building  was  torn  off — this  was  immediately  repaired  in  a 
stronger  and  more  substantial  manner.  The  damage,  how- 
ever, was  found  to  be  so  extensive  as  to  require  an  outlay  of 
more  than  ^600.  The  ventilation  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
building  being  the  subject  of  much  complaint,  six  large  Espy 
Ventilators  have  been  placed  in  the  domitories  and  upper 
halls,  which  have  answered  the  purpose  perfectly. 

During  the  heavy  rains  of  the  past  Summer,  the  cellars  of 
the  building  v/ere  on  several  occasions  completely  over- 
flowed, owing  to  imperfect  drainage  and  sewerage ;  to  this 
matter,  the  Committee  have  paid  particular  attention,  and 
by  constructing  larger  and  deeper  channels  of  masonry,  the 
difficulty  has  been  obviated. 

An  application  has  been  made  to  the  "  Manhattan  Gas 
Light  Company,"  to  extend  the  main  pipe  in  the  Eighth  av- 
enue to  the  corner  of  Thirty-fourth  street,  and  introduce  Gas 
in  various  parts  of  the  New  Building.  To  this  date,  how- 
ever, no  action  has  been  taken  on  the  subject. 


40  FIFTEENTH    ANNUAL   REPORT. 

The  subject  of  erecting  on  the  Burial  Plot  in  Trinity  Cem- 
etery a  suitable  Monument  to  the  memory  of  the  Pupils  who 
have  died  in  the  Institution,  having  been  left  to  the  Commit- 
tee with  power,  they  would  report,  that  one  has  been  selected, 
which  they  trust  will  be  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of 
the  Board.  It  will  consist  of  an  octagonal  column  of  white 
marble  surmounted  by  a  plain  sarcophagus  of  the  same  ma- 
terial ;  on  the  sides  of  the  shaft  will  be  inscribed  the  names 
and  ages  of  the  deceased,  and  on  the  base  and  sarcophagus 
will  be  placed  other  inscriptions  of  a  more  general  character, 
such  as  the  Committee  may  hereafter  suggest.  The  cost  of 
the  same  will  be  about  $225.  A  neat  and  simple  iron  railing 
has  also  been  selected,  and  is  at  present  in  course  of  con- 
struction ;  it  is  supposed  that  the  entire  monument  will  be 
finished  and  set  up  early  in  the  month  of  February  of  the 
coming  year. 

The  subject  of  ventilating  and  heating  the  main  building 
is  at  present  engaging  the  attention  of  the  Committee. 
Orders  have  been  given  for  the  construction  of  a  Portable 
Air  Furnace,  to  be  placed  in  the  work  shop  of  the  North 
wing.  By  this  arrangement  the  Committee  hope  to  obtain 
a  greater  economy  of  fuel,  and  also  a  more  general  and 
equable  diffusion  of  heat  throughout  that  portion  of  the 
premises. 

If  this  experiment  is  found  to  succeed  a  similar  apparatus, 
will  be  placed  in  the  South  wing  of  the  building. 

The  whole  amount  expended  by  the  Committee  during  the 

past  year,  is  $4,397  20. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

GEORGE  F.  JONES,  ) 

GEO.  F.  ALLEN,         }  Committee. 

MAHLON  DAY,         ) 

Mr.  Edward  Jones   having  resigned   as  member  of  the 

Board  in  June  last,  Mr.  G.  F.  Jones  was  appointed  Chairman 

of  this  Committee  in  his  place. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 

TO   THE  BOARD  OF   MANAGERS  OF  THE   NEW-YORK 
INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND, 

The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  Report : 

That  the  pecuniary  and  financial  concerns  of  the  Institu- 
tion during  the  past  year  have  been  currently  in  a  healthful 
and  unembarassed  condition.  The  receipts  into  your  Treasury 
during  the  year,  from  all  sources — including  ^sundry  mu- 
nificent bequests  of  benevolent  individuals,  have  amount- 
ed to  the  sum  of  $35,430  35,  which,  with  $1,666  66 
in  hand  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  shows  an  aggre- 
gate of  $36,497  01  available  for  the  discharge  of  demands 
upon  your  Treasury.  The  total  amount  disbursed  by  the 
Treasurer  during  the  year,  is  $36,285  90,  leaving  a  balance 
of  $211  11  in  his  hands  on  the  1st  instant. 

Considerable  increase  of  expenditures  is  shown  on  com- 
paring the  present  exhibit,  with  those  of  the  last  and  prece- 
ding years — caused  by  sundry  unforeseen,  and  unexpected 
demands,  which  in  the  aggregate,  amount  to  a  large  sum,  as 
will  be  seen.  The  Committee  forbear  to  enter  into  minute 
details,  and  will  only  cite  a  few  of  the  most  prominent  items, 
viz  :  $4,397  20  incurred  by  the  Committee  on  Repairs  and 
Improvements  for  replacing  the  roof  of  the  new  building, 
constructing  water  closets  in  the  sick  rooms  and  dormitories 
of  the  main  building,  &c.  Second,  $1,168  amount  of  con- 
tract for  curbing  and  paving  Thirty-third  street,  from  Eighth  to 
Ninth  avenues :  and  third,  $915  34  for  paving  on  the  Eighth 
avenue. 

For  other  details  and  particular  items  of  both  receipts  and 
disbursements,  your  Committee  refer  to  the  annexed  accounts 
and   memoranda  of  the  Treasurer,  arranged  in  the  irorder. 
Respectfully    ubmitted. 

ROE^  "^T  GRACIE,      ]  ^~^'«^^  «" 
January  Qth,  1851.    HEM:  Y  SHELDEN,  )      ■^^"«^^«- 
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DONATIONS 
TO  THE  NEW- YORK  INSTITUTION  FOS  THE  BLIND, 

DURING   THE  YEAR    1S50. 


From  legacy  of  John  Hosbiirgh  per  Isaac  Jones, 

executor, $5,000 

Interest  on  the  same,  87  50 
"     Legacy  of  Elizabeth  Dernilt   per  Geo.   T. 

Trimble,  executor,           -         .         .         .  5,000 
"     Legacy  of  Sarah  Demilt  per  Geo.  T.  Trim- 
ble, executor. 2,000 

"     Legacy  of  C.  D.  Betts  per  Jas.  W.  Metcalf, 

executor, 40 

"     Legacy  of  Sarah  Penny  per  C.  C.  Goodhue, 

executor, 500 

Interest  on  the  same,  9  72 

"     Mrs.  Henry  Laight, 5 

"     C.  C.  Moore, 50 

"     H.  Robinson  per  John  Wood,       -        -        -  10 

"     Chas.  Dodwell, 5 

"     J.  A.  King,  Jr.,  annual  subscription,    -        -  5 

"     Jno.  G.  Adams,       "                *'                -         -  5 

"     Wm.  P.  Jones, 5 

"     Donations  contribution  box  at  the  Institution,  26  81 
"     Annnal  Exhibition  at  Tabernacle — net  pro- 
ceeds,             -         -  239  37 

"     A.  Chas.  Doreb  per  Soutler,  Symington  &,  Ro- 
binson*      7  30 


$12,995  70 

SILAS  BROWN, 
January  1,  1851.  Treasurer. 
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SUNDRY  DONATIONS  IN  1850. 

Robert  Carter,      2  vols.  "  Old  Humphrey's  Observations." 
E.  Porter  Belden, "  New  York  Past,  Present  and  Future." 
R.  &  J.  Warnock,  2  dozen  misses  leghorn  hats. 
State  New  York,  2  vols.  Documentary  History  of  New  York. 
Wm,  B.  Dav}^,       2  bbls.  cider  and  2  bbls.  apples. 
R.  L.  &  A.  Stuart,  1  large  box  of  candy  for  the  Holidays. 
Anson  G.  Phelps,  $20  for  holiday  entertainment. 
Anonymous,  150  baskets  of  strawberries, 

"  150       "  " 

"  50  pies  for  Thanksgiving, 

"  5  doz.  pies  for  New  Year. 

Courier  &  Enquirer,  half  subsbription,  -         -         $5  00 

Commercial  Advertiser,  " 5  00 

Evening  Post,  " 5  00 

Evangelist,  gratis, 2  50 

Churchman,  "  -         -         -         -         -       2  50 

Protestant  Churchman,  " 2  50 

Christian  Advocate,        "  -----       2  50 

Intelligencer,  " 2  50 

Baptist  Recorder,  " 2  50 

Semi- Weekly  Argus,     "  _        .        .        .        .      4  OO 


TERMS  OF  ADMISSION. 

Pupils  are  received  as  beneficiaries  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  upon  the  appointment  of  the  Superintendent  of  Com- 
mon Schools,  based  upon  a  certificate  from  the  Overseers  of 
the  Poor  of  the  Town  where  the  pupil  resides,  in  the  follow- 
ing form : 

County, 
New-York,  185     . 

We,  the  undersigned.  Overseers  of  the  Poor  in  the  Town  of 
County  of  State  of  New 

York,  do  hereby  certify  that  ,  of  said  Town, 

is  Blind.    He  was  years  old  on  the  day 

of  last ;  his  moral  character  is  good ;  he  is 

free  from  all  diseases  other  than  those  of  the  eyes ;  his  blind- 
ness is  permanent,  and  his  faculties,  other  than  those  of 
sight,  are  good. 
The  name  of  his  father,  (nearest  relative  or  guardian,)  is 
and  the  said  is  not 

of  sufficient  pecuniary  ability  to  pay  either  for  the  board, 
tuition,  or  clothing  of  the  said  ^  as  a 

pupil  of  the  New- York  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

)  Overseers  of 
)     the  Poor. 

Applicants  for  admission  as  State  pupils,  from  New- York 
or  New  Jersey,  must  be  between  the  ages  of  8  and  25  years. 

Pay  pupils  may  be  received  younger  or  older,  by  consent 
of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

The  charge  for  pay  pupils,  exclusive  of  clothing,  is  $130 
a  year,  to  be  paid  quarterly,  in  advance. 
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Every  pay  pupil  must,  on  entering  the  Institution,  be  sup- 
plied by  bis  friends  with  a  suitable  bed,  pillow,  two  pairs  of 
sheets,  three  blankets,  a  counterpane,  and  four  towels. 

Beneficiaries  from  the  State  of  New- Jersey,  are  admitted  on 
the  order  of  the  Governor,  based  upon  a  certificate  of  the  Board 
of  Chosen  Freeholders  of  the  County  where  the  pupil  resides. 

It  is  suggested  to  those  intending  to  become  pupils,  that  it 
would  be  much  more  advantageous  to  enter  on  the  1st  Sep- 
tember, than  at  any  other  time  during  the  year,  a,s  the  com- 
mencement of  the  regular  course  of  study  takes  place  at 
that  time. 

The  Managers  of  the  Institution  would  respectfully  but 
earnestly  call  the  attention  of  the  officers  to  whom  applica- 
tion is  made  for  certificates  of  admission,  to  that  part  of  the 
certificate  relating  to  the  moral  character  and  mental  capa- 
city of  the  candidate.  The  reasons  why  none  whose  moral 
characters  are  not  good  should  be  placed  in  an  Institution 
like  this,  are  too  obvious  to  require  comment ;  and  as  the 
Institution  is  a  place  of  education,  and  not  an  asylum,  none 
should  be  placed  in  it,  who  are  incapacitated,  either  physi- 
cally or  mentally,  from  receiving  instruction. 

TERMS  OF  ADMISSION  TO  THE  MANUFACTURING 
DEPARTMENT. 

Any  blind  person,  of  good  moral  character,  may  be  admit- 
ted to  work  in  the  Manufacturing  Department.  To  such, 
board  is  charged  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  three  quarters 
a  week  for  females,  and  two  dollars  for  males,  which  includes 
washing  and  mending.  It  is  optional  with  the  workers  to 
board  in  the  establishment  or  with  their  friends.  As  soon 
as  their  proficiency  will  warrant  it ;  they  are  credited  for 
the  value  of  their  work.  Settlements  are  made  at  the  end 
of  each  quarter.  No  one  will  be  retained  whose  board  is 
not  paid  at  the  end  of  each  quarter. 
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FORM    OF    A    BEQUEST    TO    THE    NEW- YORK 
INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

I  bequeath  to  my  executors  the  sum  of 
dollars,  in  trust,  to  pay  over  the  same  in  , 

after  my  decease,  to  the  person  who,  when  the  same  shall  be 
payable,  shall  act  as  Treasurer  of  the  New- York  Institution 
for  the  Blind,  to  be  applied  to  the  charitable  uses  and  pur- 
poses of  the  said  Institution,  and  under  its  direction. 


< 


The  Institution  is  situated  on  the  Ninth  Avenue,  in  the  ^city; 
of  New- York,  and  occupies,  with  the  grounds,  the  entire  block 
between  33rd  and  34th  streets,  and  the  8th  and  9th  AvenueSo. 
The  Manufacturing  department  stands  on  the  8th  Avenue. 

Kipp  &  Brown's  Omnibuses  pass  it  on  the  9th  Avenue,  the 
"Knickerbocker"  and  O'Keefe  line  on  the  8th. 

Visiting  day,  Tuesday,  from  1  to  6  P.  M. 
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